
PLAINS W B U C

Serving Scotch Plains and Fanwood Since 1959 —
SCOTCH PLAIN

ins
THE TIMES l

DUIWOOD

$• otch Plains - Fanwood [
0 1 R 38th Y E A r - I S S U E NO. 51-97 ran MOM

Thursday, December 18,1997 232-4407 FIFTY CENTS
ni-
nd
tin

!Xt
RECYCLING ASSOCIA TION COMMITS PROJECT FUNDS I

Merge of Fanwood Boards Okayed;;
New Fire Chief to Take Helm Jan. 1;
Pending Sidewalk Repairs Discussed

IN PARTNBRSHlP...Memb*ra of the Scotch PWuvFwrwood High School Future Business Leaden in Amerfc*
Chapter we pictured io front of the Chubb CorpontWi wortd hesdquwieri, where they took | m t to • project « sp«t
of the chapter*! pwtaenWp with Chubb.

tonight, Thursday, December 18,
before being disbanded.

Following months of discussion,
the governing body introduced its
ordinance, which amends the Bor-
ough Code, on November 13. Offi-
cials maintain that merging the two
boards will compensate for a decline
in volunteers and appeals, while also
saving taxpayer dollars since only

COUNCIL DECIDES TO KEEP WELFARE SERVICES LOCAL

Township's Sanitary Sewer Project Hits Snag
As Contractors Face Three-Year Jail Sentence

By JEANNE WHITNEY
SptcuMi WHttmfor V* Tuna

Scotch Plains Township's SI.7
million project to upgrade its sani-
tary sewer system hit a major snag
Saturday when officials said they dis-
covered, through an article in The
Star-ledger, that contractors hired
for the work were sentenced to three
years in state prison last week.

Accordingto the article, the pair of
former commercial real estate devel-
opers pleaded guilty last February to
bribery, extortion and theft in a half-
million dollar bid-rigging scheme.
On Tuesday, thetownshipcouncil, in
effect, canceled the agreement with
the contractors—who most recently
have been operating as Consolidated
Design andp>"Min» Corooration in
RoseUe

tractors pad bids, according to the
article, and then demanded kick-
backs. Mr. Ahmed was reportedly a
project manager for Hovsons, and
Mr. Loredo was the Director of F K
nance for commercial development
with the company.

Ahmed was to begin serving the
three-year jail sentence last Friday in
Somerset County Jail, according to
The Star-ledger, while Loredo was
fined on bail in order to continue
running the construction company.
A Superior Court Judge in Somcrville
denied the two probation. Loredo
will serve his prison tern when
Ahmed is finished with his three-
year sentence.

Mr. Atkins said a consulting engi-
neer from KiUiam Associates, the

h township to oversee

manager, attorney, a council member
and the consulting engineer would
hear and consider a plea from Con-
solidated not to drop the contract, if
Consolidated requests it.

On a separate matter, the council
unanimously approved a resolution
for the township to continue to ad-
minister its own welfare assistance.

By September of next year, Union
County hopes to have in place a
tystem to administer welfare benefits
to replace those of towns tlu>t relin-
quish their welfare progt&inii to the
county, under the work First New
Jersey measures.

Township officials said the gov-
erning body was considering sharing
welfare administration duties with
Fanwood under the state-approved
option.

By SUZETTE STALKER one board attorney will be needed.
siHci*nr«Umfi,n.nm. The council also passed a resolu-

During its final regular meeting of tion confirming that Fanwood will
the year last Thursday, the Fanwood not enter into a contract with the
Borough Council adopted on second Union County Utilities Authority
reading an ordinance permitting the (UCUA) to participate in the
Planning Board to assume theduties authority's tentative deal to lease the
of the Board of Adjustment. The county incinerator to Ogden Martin
latter board meets for the last time Systems for 25 years.

TheproposaL which wasconceived
as a way to retire the $293 million
debt on the facility; calls for 250,000
tons of garbage to be delivered annu-
ally to the plant, which Ogden Mar-
tin built and operates.

Participating municipalities would
beguaranteedarateofSSOperton—
reduced from $83—forthelifeof the
agreement, with only cost-of-living
increases enacted based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

Borough ClerkEleanorMcGoyem
revealed that Fanwood cannot sign a
contract with the UCUA since the
boroughisoneofsevenUnion County
communities which do not include

collection in their municipal
, and therefore cannot tell
where to take their trash.

Residents contract with haulers for
garbage collection, and arethenbUted
individually.

The council's resolution, however,
encourages the UCUA to negotiate
an agreement with the haulers who
service Fanwood so that residents
can benefit from the lower rates,
Maryanne S. Connelly said.

Under otherbusiness, Councilman
WUuamEPopulus,Jr, the borough's
Fire Commissioner, announced that
Fanwood resident John Piccola, a
member of theFanwoodFire Depart-
rnentand an employee of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, will become
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onmeofficialsdecidewhethertolook
at me next three lowest bids on the
extensive sewer work. Councilman
Martin Marks said Tuesday, "This
certainrydrawsintoquestion the abil-
ity of the contractor to satisfy our

posal in mid-January that dealt with
IUC DIE ]HCtllfG>
Heindicated the report would com-

pare the proposed budget with last
year'sbudget in a mannerthat would
identify trends and major areas of
spending. "We need to get the con-
cepts down first," he said, "1 think
we've spent too much time on de-
tails, first, in the oast."

Township officials estimated an
approximate $440,000 budget in-
crease over this year's $15.33 tnil-
lioiifiuugii Mr. Atkim said the town-
ship collects about 98 percent of its
tax dollars every year. He noted there
is an IS percent penalty charge on
delinquent taxes after the first of the
year.

On another matter, Councilman
WilliamF. McClitttock said the coun-
cil needed to make "retroactive" ap-
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In other business, Mi. Atkins said
he would give the council a written
preliminary township budget pro-

thc borough's new Fire Chief on
Thursday, January 1.

Mr. Piccola, who has been a mem-
ber ofthe fire department since 1981,
will succeed currentFircChiefDaniel
Librandy. Councilman Popuhis pub-
licly thanked Chief Librandy, who he
said had "worked quite diligently to
bring the Fire Department where it
is. . .1 think he gave his heart to this
--1 A I -ill l u ni^oA "

Mayor touched on briefly during the
governing body's December l \
agenda session. Mrs. McGovern said
she was planning to send out surveys,
per a request by the Mayor, to ou*r
communities tofindoutwhether side-
walk repairs in those towns were
paid for by the municipalities or by
residents.

CouncilPresidentBruceH. Walsh,
who sits on the Public Works Com-
mittee, remarked that officials need
to look both at sections of the bor-
ough where sidewalks are in need of
repair and also at areas where side-
walks do not currently exist but taw
been recommended for safety rea-
sons.

Headded, however, Vhaicvcnvi\van
grant money is available for the work,
residents sometimes balk at the place-
ment of sidewalks along their streets
because of maintenance costs in-
volved. Mr. Walshrecommendedthat
procedures for the placement of side-
walks be established, based on input
fixim different sources within the com-
munity.

Arlene Court resident David
Trumpp, who ran for the Borough
Council on the Republican ticket ear-
lier thisvear. congratulated thcDcmo-
cHnuauijr-uuuuvuMi council later, in.
the meeting for addressing the side-
walk issue.

Noting that he and bit
runningmate, Councilman-elect Joel
Whitaker, had championed the need
for sictaralkrepair&duringtreu cam-
paign, he asked "who says the two
parties can't work together?"

Robert Sommericb, President o\
meFamvood-ScotchPlains Recycling
Association, announced that the as-
sociation had made a conuntawinno
donate $1,010 in recycling proceeds
to Fanwood's Channel 35.

Representatives of Channel 35,
which broadcasts regular meetings
of the governing body and other
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tors' illegal dealings, saying, "This
information was not made available
to us in the bidding process. Obvi-
ously, the council would not have

Scotch Plains-Fanwood District Puts Forth
First Ever Special Education Curriculum

BySIISANMDVCKMAN leagues. « s o n e wing w |»"~>»•»« ,—. ber3.Thecaidscontaraabreakdown
^.MtrfwiM/rnfnw "By trying to stay as close to the tent area," she explained. "It's an- of statistical informationon students

Special education supervisors general education (curriculum) as other thing to tie them all together in successes and on programs offered
4 I l M , DonuK tvwatiWe" he said, "it helps give stu- a workable document." by districts in a school-by-school

the
tion

nof&)ecial Ed
and Proficiencies

>ne antaa wun n u w . m v . ™ - . .
id been made available to us." Special education supervisors genera ouuwiuv.. V v « . . . — . „ , _ _ _.
Tbecouncilhandedtbe$l,178,000 Suzanne Flannery and Janet Ramos possible," he said, "it helps give stu- a workable document." by custncis
jntract over to Consolidated just broke new ground for the Scotch dents a sense of accomplishment.'1 Looking ahead to the next regular breakdown.

• • • - - ' • " Plains-FanwoodSchoolDistrictwith uWe are very appreciative of your public meeting tonight, December SchoolBusinessAdministratorand
theirpieserUationorSpecialEduca- efforts," added board President Dr. lft, Superintendent Dr. Carol B. Board Secretary Matthew Clarke

- -... ;„„ Donald x. Sheldon. Choye will seek board approval for asked the board to approve adjust-
"This really is a milestone for us the SpecialEducauonStandardsand ments in the 1997-1998 school year

and, probably, many districts in the Proficiencies" as presented to the budget for the month of August,
state," said Dr. Sheldon. board. During next week's meeting, the

Eleanor McClymonL Interim Di- A discussion of the individual ' ' *—*
rector of Pupil Services, said she school report cards is pending re-
foresees the Scotch Plains-Fanwood ceipt of these documents fiom state
document being used as a "model" officials,
around the state. The report cards were due Decem-

Thecc
contract over to Cons j
tast week with a resolution at its
regular meeting. ^nriedaer

According to The Star-Leager,
J Ahmed, 39, of We*hawker,

pany, Hovsons. — -•.—
Sact for the sewer work incl

ti Compan

The pair admitted helping con-

Holiday Deadlines Told
For Upcoming Issues
Reaterepiepanngpr^releases

for submission for the New Year s
Dayissueof7fce71messhoiddroaWe
note that all press releases, pic-
tures and letters to the editor must

a special education curriculum has
beensetforth,"explaincdMs. Ramos,
who supervises special education at
the secondary level.

She emphasized that, while Indi-
vidual Education Plan (DEP) goals
remain "the heart" of the curricu-
lum, special education in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district now paral-
lels the general education standards
more closely than ever.

"Some students will achieve the

During next WCCK S luccuug, w

board wul be asked to approve bud-
get adjustments for September, as
well as the Treasurer's » - ~ M « anrfand

Council Eyes
Automation

For Libraries
By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially mum for Tht Tlmts

The Scotch Plains Township
Council will consider a request fiw.
the Borfugh of Fanwood to hook up
with the township in its plans to
autornatetheScotchPlauisFreePiib-
lie Library early next year, in order
to simultaneously automate the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

The agreement between the mu-
nicipalities could reduce the cost of
the $180,000 project for Scotch
Plains by $10,000 to $20,000, ac-
cording to officials. The total cost to
Fanwood is an estimated $80,000.

In coroiderinnthe proposed share.
Councilman WttiamF. McClintock,
Jr., the governing body's Liaison to
the library Board of Trustees, said

CONTINUED ON M M "

December23, tobecoristderedfw
publication in the Thursday, Janu-
ary I, issue.

SportS StOi iva •««»•»• «#
by 10 a.m. on Monday, Df
29, while obituaries will be ac-
cepted up until 5 p.m. that day

For added convenience, all cc
may be e-mailed to press
goleader.com by the above
lines. .

Pleasenotethatourregulardeao-
lines will apply for the issue of
Thursday, January 8, which re-
quests regular copy be submitted
by Friday at 4 p.m.

Sporis stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by w e
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation dale. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays;

esSJJteraV Ms-
w i u S i O u r goaJI is to
student) work in that di

Ms W o v

some

Ms rW^ryoverseessnectaledu
catibnatSepre-schoolandelemen-

beStSeaXgside^^j
education peers in the wiplenieirta-
n W t l i e t f s t r i c t ' s new math and
science curricula.

will be a special education resource
handbook thatwillbe made available
to teachers. It will include the alter-
native strategies sometimes needed
"to parallel the mainstream wher-
ever possible," while "always keep-
ing in mind the individual needs of

d t " using the DBP

BOWLING
h l ' h

TO PREVENT BIRTH pKVECf SLDavM GcwfeU, right, President of Scotch Ptauit-Fin«ood High
pter of the Future Business leaden of America (PBLA), is ihmn pRMnting a check to beacnt of the M«rch
« - . i -.. «^»m» m^tnr or rjevdomeDt for the Man* of Dhne* Birrt) Defectf Foundtrtoa The $2,0S0

S n S s . Flannery and tlwir col-

he was for it, "as 1
slow us down."

Officials said long-time Scotch
Plains Library Director Norbert
Bernstein had conversations with
Fanwood's new Library Director,
Dan Weiss, about the possibility of
working together on the automation
and computerization of the librar-
ies.

Scotch Plains alone will add 18
I more computer terminals to its li-
brary system. Reportedly, it could
take up to 18 months to convert the
township library's card catalog to
the computer system. Residents will
be able to search the card catalog on
home«ropuler3t!tut»^theu\\crnA
when the work is complete.

Officials said the township will
pay for only about 15 percent oiuve
total cost of automating the Scotch
Plains library, since the library has.
i privatedonaliontunds that witt cover
the other 25 percent.

Earlier in the month, the council
had hoped to move ahead on the
automation plan by the end of the
year. However, accordin&to Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins,
attorneys arranging for an estimated
$140,000 bond issue ontheptojecV
i advised the council to introduce and
adopt the ordinance for the bond
issue in the same calendar year, &&\

1 being 1998. Since the council will
not hold another public meeting this
year, time tan oui.
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