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EAST SECOND ST..WESTFIEI.D A PI.AINFIELD AVF.. 'X WOULD BE NAMED 'TOWN CENTRE'

Downtown Development Committee's Report
Proposes New Front on Municipal Building

READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS...The Fanwood Lima Club decontod rtis tree
during last year's celebration with donated eyeglasses which were collected
during Hie year. The club maintain! an eyeglass aVolMifr bo, on South Avenue
curing the year. Pictured, left to right, are: Bob McCarthy, Paul Knyvanowsld,
June McCarthy and Fanwood Councihnan Dr. Chester* & Lindaey. Please leea
story on Page 9.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Spctity WHttmfor Vm Timti

The Scotch Plains Downtown De-
velopment Committee (DDC) gave
the Township Council a wish list last
week that included proposals for re-
naming East Second Street, design-
ing a new facade for the Municipal
Building and selling township prop-
erty along Park Avenue for commer-
cial development.

According to the committee, the
nine recommendations seek "to im-
prove the business district image and
make it a vital, attractive andcom-
petitive provider of services to our

community."
Thecommittee, chaired by resident

Arthur J. Grisi, asked the council for
$30,000 in "seed money" from next
year's municipal budget so that a task
force can begin to pursue the DDC's
recommendations. The committee
was appointed by Mayor Irene T.
Schmidt in January.

The DDC reports that selling the
township property on the edge of the
Municipal Building parking lot on
Park Avenue — and its subsequent
development — would pay for most
of the committee's other proposals.

Professional planners hired by the

TWO FLOATER POSITION CONSIDERED TO CUT CUSTODIAL 'TIME ASP A HALF' CHITS

McGinn 'Authors' Share Hardcover Books
With BOE as Part of 'Leap to Literacy' Grant

By SUSAN DYCKMAN
Spcl$t>Writtmjbr Th) Timu

During its public meeting on No-
vember 23, the Scotch Plains-
FanwoodBoardofEducationenjoyed
a series of readings from McGinn
Elementary School students who were
eager to share the hardcover books
they had written and illustrated as
part of the "Leap to Literacy" grant
obtained by teacher Joan Costeuo.

StudentsMichael Bello, JiUianand
Chelsea Lusk, Laura Webb, James
Alfano, and Nicole And Colleen
Hagerty were featured during the
meeting. Titles ranged from "The
Strange Jellyfish" and "TheNew York
Rangers" to "Can A Bear Be Presi-
dent?"

When Ms. Costello first applied to
the Educational Enrichment Founda-
tion for the grant, she intended to use
it solely for her first-grade students.

With the support of McGinn's
present and former principals,
Mariana Cassidy and Barbara
Newbaker; Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA), teachers and staff, Ms.
Costello (now a third-grade teacher)
parlayed the program into a project
for the entire student body — more
than 500 students.

"Every student in the school had
the opportunity to produce their own
book," she said.

"The grant(symbolized)two things
I hold dear," Ms. Costello added,
"that children learn to read by reading
and that readingand writingare inter-
twined."

In addition to presenting their cre-
ations at an "Author's Night" last
June, students who participatedin the
program have the pleasure of having
their books shelved in the school li-
brary for fellow students and parents
to enjoy.

Successful in getting the grant re-
newedforasecondyear.Ms. Costello
took the "Leap to Literacy" astep
further by creating a buddy program
betweenMcGinn'sKindergartenand
third-grade students.

The older children serve as read-
ers, writersandeditorsforthe younger
students.

"The final product," said Ms.
Costello, "is a hardcover book."

During the regular portion of the
meeting, the board discussed corre-
spondence received from Ternll
Middle School regarding its lift for
physically-disabled students.

"The lift was installed four years
ago " saidBoardPresidentDr. Donald
E. Sheldon, "to facilitate the move-
ment of physically-handicapped chil-
dren between the first and second
floors." , „

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye, added that the track
recordforlifis within the district(one
at Terrill and two at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School) is "not very
positive."

She noted that the Terrill lift had
broken down three times last week
alone. The high school lift is used
infrequently. . . .

While the administration is investi-
i th sibility of installing el-

can not be used by students on foot.
Under the Supermtendent'sReport,

the board voted to approve the new
Technology Plan, "Structuring the
Future: Advancing theNewLiteracy."
The board also approved the Kinder-
garten to grade 12 Science Content
Standards and Proficiencies.

To date, board members have ap-
proved content standards and
proficiencies for mathematics, sci-
ence, technology and worldlanguage.
The next program up for review is
special education.

In other business, the board ap-
provedaseriesofmini grantstoteach-
ers across the elementary, middle and
high schools. Grants include titles
such as "Battle of the Books: Grades
4 and 5," "A Study on the Constitu-
tion and Government: Grade 7," "In-
troducing Geometry on the Personal
Computer: Grades 6-8" and "Physi-
cal Science with Computersand Uni-
versal Lab Interfaces: Grades 11-12."

"These are an excellentexampleof
good te&hing and good learning for
our students," said Board member
Theresa A. Larkin.

Dr. Choye added, "The quality of
these programs and their focuson the
importance of learning is extraordi-
nary."

After much discussion, the board
voted unanimously to approve the
administration's recommended ad-
justments to the 1997-1998 budget
for the month of July.

Finance Committee Chairman Ed-
ward J. Saridaki, Jr. said that, by al-
lowing the School Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary Matthew
Clarke to obtaina"hard close" on the
dutrict'sfinancial report for the month
of July, the administration and board
will be able to determine where the
"glitches" are in the accounting soft-
ware.

He said the board's approval of
these adjustments for the first month
of the budget year is critical to pre-
vent creation "of a large snowball
which will bedifficulttocorrect."Mr.
Saridaki expects the budget ̂ adjust-
ments to be up to date by January.

Prior to the vote, several board
members, including Mrs. Larkin, Ri-
chard R. Meade and August A.
Ruggiero, expressed concern that
they were being asked to vote on
information they had received on
November 21.

Mr. Meade raised the possibility of
hiring ternporary help tofacilitate Mr.
Clarke's efforts to bring the budget
reports up to date as quickly as pos-

sible. In thanking Mr. Meade, Dr.
Choye said, "It's good to have that
suggestion come from the board if we
need some extra support."

She assured board members that
information would be delivered to
them in a more timely fashion as the
board returns to its regular Thursday
meeting schedule in December.

At the conclusion of the business
portion of the agenda, Dr. Choye pre-
sented an update on the under-bud-
geted areas in the current school bud-
get. These include: substitute teach-
ers, maintenance, telephone and cus-
todial overtime.

Of greatest concern to Dr. Choye
was the $67,779 spent through the
months of July, August and Septem-
ber on custodial overtime. The entire

.budget for the year amounts to
-'180,000.

Dr. Choyedidpoint out that expen-
dituresforthose months were$l 1,221
less than the $79,000 spentduringthe
same period in 19%.

She assured the board it would be
seeingthe results of cost-control mea-
sures shortly.

"We will need to come back to you
with a budget adjustment (in this
area)," Dr. Choye said.

cornm/eo ON RHOE 12

township see room for six retail stores
with professional offices above on
the strip of property next to Fagioli
Restaurant, according to the plan.

Councilman Martin Marks, Liai-
son to the Development Committee,
said during a council conference that
professionalplanners insist businesses
must be on both sides of Park Avenue
for downtown development to suc-
ceed.

Deputy Mayor Joan Papen objected
to the notion of selling the strip of
township property where there are
now hedges and signs.

"I dWt want to change the charac-
ter of our downtown," she said.

Other proposed changes to the
township business district include
identifying it as the ','Towne Centre"
and adding the name "Centre Boule-
vard" to East Second Street and West-
field and Plainfield Avenues within
the township. Banners with a new
logo and motto, "Enjoy the Home-
town Feeling," would be added to
utility poles in the district.

Twenty-five sidewalk benches are
also part of the plan.

The committee's recommendation
to add a new front to the present
Municipal Building took some offi-
cials by surprise.

According to the DDC report, "The
architectural look of the Municipal
Building is not in line with the tradi-
tional facade style we are striving for.
A new facade wouldaddtothe attrac-
tiveness of the downtown and present
an example to landlords and develop-
ers of the style ofbuildings we want to
have."

Mr. Grisi told the council that, "The
focal point of the district ought to be
Town Hall and right now, the look of
it is not appealing."

A specific historical style for the
building's facade was not mentioned
in the committee's report, although
some have said that the township's
founding in 1684 would indicate a
ColoniaTtheme. Others have said they
favor, for example, Victorian-era
street lamp designs.

Other DDC suggestions included
looldngat sign and zonuigoidinances,
adding outdoor directory signs in the
district and signs along Route No. 22
for "Towne Centre."

Officials said $25,000 out of the

CARD CATAIXiC. WOULD BE PUT OH COMPUTER WITH I» TERMINALS TO BE ADDED

Mayor Schmidt Urges Council to Move Ahead
With Automation of Scotch Plains Library

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Sptclaty Writlmfor V* Ttmu

cent, or $45,000, from private dona-
tions collected by the library over the

Nearly at the year's end, Scotch years.
Plains Mayor Irene T. Schmidt en- Township Manager Thomas E.
couraged the Township Council on Atkins said,'Once approved and in
Tuesday in a conference meeting to the budget, we can moveahead pretty
moveaheadwithplansto"automate" quicktyonthis.'1
orcomputerizethetownship'spublic According to officials, the library
hbrary,sayirui"Let'sniafceitaCluist- board, chaired by Library Director
mas present to the town." NorbertBemstein, alsoindicated that

Councilman William F. another capital improvement project
in the future for the library would beMcClintock, Jr., council Liaison to in the future for the library woi

thelibraryBoardofTrustees,saidthe overhauling the air-condiUoning and
. •'^...m.-i—._-*.i n». heating systems for an estimated

inistratio
gating the possibility of installing el-
evators in lieu of h lift t c mloftheliftstoaccom-

the library Boa ,
board—with the helpofthe council's
Technology Advisory Committee—
is satisfied with the lowest bid on a
proposal to put the card catalog on
computer and add 18 more terminals
to the library at a cost of about
$180,000.

Theso-caUedautomationsystemis
the same one used by neighboring
Westfield, Mountainside, Berkeley
Heights and others, he said.

The cost alone of converting the
existing card catalog to the new sys-
tem is $47,000 and will take six
months to a year and a half to do,
according to the plan. Residents will
be able to access the card catalog in
their search for books andother mate-
rials from home computers via the
Internet when it is finished.

A maintenance contract on the com-
puter system for the succeeding four
or five years will be an additional
$10,000 to $12,000 a year, Mr.
McClintock said.

g
$123,000.

Onadifferent matter, the township
is set to moveahead with an estimated

$1.83 million project to upgrade its
sanitary sewer pumping stations on
the south side over the next year.

Officials indicated the$1.7million
bond issue is in place to fund the
work. In September, the council ap-
proved a separate purchase of a
$17,000 portable generator for use
during the construction.

The four pumping stations sched-
uled for improvements — Raritan
Road, Lamberts Mill Road, West
Broad Street and Greenview — are
part of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority. Thework willincludeadd-
ing new pipes parallel to the existing
system to handle an increase in sew-

Officials said there shouldbe mini-
mal disruptiontoresidentsduring the
work and they noted that Ashbrook
Nursing Home, in particular, should
benefit from the upgrade at Raritan
Road.

In other business, the council indi-
cated it will stick by its decision to
keep the township welfare system lo-
cal rather than consolidate under the
WorkFirst New Jersey plan that went
into effect April 1. The council must
make the decision official witha reso-
lution by January 1.

According to township Welfare
CONTINUED OH PAX H

modate special-needs students, the "We'vebeengradualtymovrnginto
Superintendent said that decision technologyatthelibraryoyerthepast
wofidnotbeinexpensive, necessitat- fiveyearsV'Mr. McClintocksaid, with

returned books being scanned into a
wouldnotbeinexpensive
ingabudgetquestion someums M ms
future, and wouldbe time-consuming
— taking six months or more to in-
stall

In the meantime, said Dr. Choye,
"teachers are trying to figure out a

system.
£ven Uiougn fewer books are be-

ing checked out each year, over the
pastfewyears, library usage has gone
up," hesaid\at^uttngtechMgeto

wayto keep physically-disabled stu- a higher use of technology forinfor-
dents'moves (from floor to floor) to mation gathering rather thanbooks.

. ..." . . - = - T_^iiD^n . TO w n ship officials said 75 percent pia^and Fanwood, recennypartklpatedtaaWashugton Rock Giri Scouts
if the automation project, or an esti- of Iima'a Hallmark, located In downtown Fanwood. The glrb raised money to partiauy fund their trip in January to the
nated $135,000, would be funded Crayolt Crayon Factory In Easton, Pennsylvania. Pictured selling their wares, left to right, are: Katie Johnson, JuUa Joseph,

oneperday." Inaddition, Terrill Prin-
cipal John C. Foulks is trying to re-
routechildren using other staircases.
If a lift is in operation, the staircase

CANDY FOR SALE...Brownies from Troop No. 310 at McGinn Elementary School, which enrolls students from Scotch
Rock Girl Scout Council fundraiser by seUingcandy bars in front

$30,000 needed to fund the
. comimttee'srecoiiUTendationiwould;
be included in next year's municipal
budget proposals and council mem-;
bers could then decide whether to
approve it. ;

On a separate matter, the council
said the township was communicate
ingwithpriyate garbage haulers after
the township did not buy into a 25-
year contract with the Union County
UtilitiesAuthorityinadealtoguaran-
tee the financial survival—in a post
waste flow controls era — of the-
Union County Resource Recovery!:
Facility, commonly known as the in-'
cinerator, last month.

Inotherbusiness, thecouncilagreed
during its conference session to sup-
port legislation to add public play-
grounds and other recreation facili-
ties to a "drug free school zone" law
where fines and jail sentences axe
automatically doubled if offenders are
within 1,000 feet of schools.

The council also agreed to support
the South Orange Village Township:
in its bid for state legislation to allow
"incentive zones" in municipal com-,
mercial areas. Under the plan, towns
would be able to keep state sales tax
funds collected that is above an an-;
nual baseline amount owed to the
state.

It is thought the measure could ill-
timatdypiov^de funding fbrunprove-!
ments to revitalize downtowns.

Another measure to require land-I
lords to register die names of tenants;
with the township was endorsed by.
council members. Mayor Schmidt*
called the recommendation from the
township Constniction Department "a
good idea."

During last week's regular meet-
ing, the council withdrew an ordi-
nance to sell township property for a
minimum bid of $10,000 at 639
Jerusalem Road, saving the property
would be a buffer between commer-
cial and residential zones.

Thepublichearing had been sched-
uled to continue from the last meeting
when it was withdrawn.

Ordinances to appropriate funds
totaling $255,000 from the state De-
partment of Transportation were ap-
proved by the council at the regular
meeting. An ordinance that dovetails
with state legislation to provide pub-
lic defense in municipal courts also
received a unanimous vote from the
council.

On other matteis,thecouiicti agreed
to consider adding curbs and fixing
potholes on Hamlette Place after resi-
dentscomplained. Officialssaid there
were violations connected with two
vacant lots on the street.

Two strips of property originally
designatedas streets named Shepards
and Gables along Terrill Road be-
tween Front Street and the Green.
Brook will be vacated by the town-
ship since they were never devel-
oped, according to the council.

Two residents got the okay from the
eoNTwutD on mat n

ot

through a bondordinance and 25 per- Ltsa Gittoni and Castle Kontur.

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Thosepersonspreparingpress re-
leases for submission to The limes
are reminded that copy shouldbe e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times' e-mail address is
press@goleader.com, Thcfaxnum-

)t is 232-0473.
Releases, pictures and letters to

the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reachour office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries willbe accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can Jbe
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.
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