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Scotch Plains Council Reacts
With Caution Over Proposal
For Long-Term Burner Lease
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ENHANCING RAIDERS' SCHOOL SPIRIT-These talented Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School art students, under
the guidance of Gerry Mohr, recently designed and painted the new Raider logo on the back wall of the huge held house
hchM the school. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row, Cathy Halvenon, Susan Tiedemann, Christie McPartlan, Jillian

i and Felicia Williams; middle row, Hanna Han, Yuon Sun Han, Nicole Fallo, Tim Pedenen, Michael BUgh, and
lobr; back row, Joseph Fischbien, Caryn Elsie, Meagan Keen, Jason Median, David Hassan and Chris Lee.

SP-F High School Class Visits
Whitney Museum in New York

On September 17, Gerry Mohr works which include his landmark
took her Scotch Plains-Fanwood anti-drug "crack is wack" mural
High School painting class on a
trip to The Whitney Museum of
American Art in New York City
to view the first retrospective in
this country of Keith Haring's
work.

The tour was given by the mu-
seum educator. To celebrate this
retrospective, there arc also Haring
public sculpture installations
along Park Avenue from 59th Street
to 75th Streci.

Haring was an activislartist, and
was famous for his large public

— *-© »-•*•*'»% »o nuvn, IIIUI
(1986) located on FDR Drive in
NewYork.

This mural was executed with-
out a permit and initially caused an
uproar with city officials who felt
that the mural defaced property,
Mrs. Mohr noted.

Soon, as the mural was later offi-
cially sanctioned by the govern-
ment, the success of this public
message sparked invitations from
around the worldforHaringtopaint
murals.

\saposl visit project, Mrs. Mohr

chose (he field house on the Scotch
Plains Plains-Fanwood High
School campus to create a public-
art piece that reflects school spirit.

The students sketched out ideas,
made design decisions, primed the
wall and began topaint. This project
look approximately one month to
complete, including additional
hours after school.

"We have a lot of talented stu- ,
dents neve at the (Scotch Plains-
lanwootf) High School and ii's
exciting to have their work out in
public view!," Mrs. Mohr ex-
plained.

, __ Council members balked at the idea in the way'olfloodcontrol assist;
sp.cu.iiyWritim/orn.Tim., o f bcmg locked into a long-term for the lower iloodplain regions-of

Scotch Plains Township Council lease, speculating that recycling and which Scotch Plainsand I 'anw<xxl are
members reacted with caution to the waste flow management could a part — but that the township has
proposed 25-year leasing of the change drastically over that length alternate ideas to the two proposed
Union County Resource Recovery of time. detention basins in the couniy-owned
Facility in Rahway —otherwise Council mcmbersalsoqucstioned "'••'"' n —
known as the incinerator—during a the penalties for non-use of the
conference meeting on Tuesday. county incinerator, since Scotch

Joseph Spatola, Executive Dircc- Plains is one of six municipalities in
tor of the Union County Utilities Union County which does not rcgu-
Aulhority (UCUA), which is over- late waste flow, according to Mayor
seeing the facility, has said the lease Irene T. Schmidt.

.— "How can we tell the (trash haul-
ers) what to do?" Mrs. Papen asked.
/Some have said the haulers will ab-
sorb the penalty fees.

. , . . - . » . Councilman Martin Marks en-
Recently, both Democratic and dorsed a prudent approach, saying.

Republican Freeholders seemed to "This decision should be delayed,
agree the leasing plan is the only We some need advice from the legal
way to salvage the $35 million of department."
Union County backed bonds on the The UCUA is giving towns a Sat-
«•„-.:•:....• •• - urday, November 15, deadline

agreement was developed with the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and Ogden Martin Systems,
(be company that built and operates
the plant.

Adjustment Board Okays Three Appeals;
Discusses Driveway Widening Petitions
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Union County backed bonds on the
facility that opened just severl years
ago. The facility was built through
the issuance of $283 million in bonds
by the Freeholders.

Financial woes for the county in-
cinerator operations surfaced last
year after the courts struck down a
1975 slate mandate that counties
regulate waste flow. After the deci-
sion, trash haulers were free to trans-
port garbage to the lowest bidder for
disposal—wherever that may be—
which left the local operation in an
unprofitable situation.

According toCouncil woman Joan
Papen, the proposed lease asks mu-
nicipalities to sign on with the
Rahway .'acility for waste disposal
or otherwise pay a penally wttver,
ton shonof Us tonnage requirement.

Ogden Martin says it needs
250,000 tons of garbage a year to be
profitable according to township of-
ficials.

Municipalities will be guaranteed
a price of $50 per ton for 25 years
under the new agreement. Township
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comply with the terms of the lease.
Mayor Schmidt said the UCUA has
asked for a resolution from the coun-
cil by Sunday, November 30, to ce-
ment the deal.

"The Authority says municipali-
ties should be thrilled to enter into
thisconlract," Mayor Schmidt noted,
while indicating she had many more
questions about the proposal.

The plan would go into effect on
Thursday. January I, of next year.
Mrs. Papen said.

In other business, the council said
it wanted to meet next month with
"" ' ' • Heights Mayor Daniel A.

. . - . . . . . . • • • * * • ! • H I V *,»

Walchtiiig Reservation.
One of those ideas is the use of

existing Seeley's Pond for water de-
tention. Mayor Schmidt said.

The council asked dial Theodore
Hassman, the Scotch Plains repre-
sentative to the (ircen Brook Task
I ;orcc, join the council for the mcc l-
ing with Berkeley I leighls residents.
The Task Ibrcc has been given one
year to propose solutions for the
I Jpper Portion in order to secure fed-
eral funding earmarked for the
project.

On another matter, Mayor Schinidi
said she met with suite officials re-
garding heavy traffic How in the
township along suite and county
roads. She said an "interim measure"
will be an "Intelligent Traffic Sys-
tem" installed al congested inter-
sections to monitor activity. The
system includes surveillance video
cameras.

State Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine, who represents the 22iul
Legislative District, has suggested
forming a task force of affected
neighboring towns.

"We have to keep the heal up,"
Mayor Schmidt slated. "This is a
very, very long-term project, but if s
moving along."

The township has said it will reject

Brook Flood Control Project. Mayor
Palladino said the township hired an
engineer to come up with alternate
designs for the area.

Following a telephone conversa-
tion with Mr. Palladino last week.
Mayor Schmidt concluded that Ber-
keley Heights does not want to "stand

in favor of taking a new round of hiils
on Tuesday, October 28, al 3 p.m.

Officials said twocontraciors were
prequalified for the work but only
one bid came in and it was too high.

Officials a lso said thai the
township's Sunday, December 7, deail-
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By SUZETTE STALKER their existing corner lot width, which
s^uy wmi,nfor n. nm» i s 8 5 39. The permitted width under

The Fanwood Boardof Adjustment the Borough Code is 90 feet,
approved three new applications, and The second application was sub-
memorialized six resolutions, during mittedby William and Karen Piliego
an hour-long meeting last Thursday, of 16 Portland Avenue, who were ooaru ui /\uJuau..v... 6 , ._

At the top of the board's agenda granted a bulk variance to build a vors measures which will get vehicles
was a petition by Leonid and Musya deck onto the rear of their bi-level off of streets. The reasons for this,
Fleysher of 83 La Grande Avenue, home. according to Mr. Brandt, arc so mu-
who successfully sought bulk vari- According to the couple, the pro- nicipal services such as snow plow-

are considering a proposal to increase
the permitted driveway width from
10 to 20 feet under the borough's
revised zoning ordinance.

Last week, he explained that die
Board of Adjustment generally fa-

Planning Board Okays Application
For Antennas At Water Tower

By CANDACE WALLER
SpeciaUyWrinnforThiTimi

The Scotch Plains Planning Board

neerforNextclforthepastlSmonths, Adams said. "It's really a concern in
testified that the Jerusalem Road lo- our neighborhood."
cation was the best place to put the Mr. Garofalo said there have hecn
antennas to serve SMR customers, studies done by Lucent Tcchnolo

"We have to be in an area where the giestliat support the claim that these
coverage is to fill the gaps," Mr. antennae arc safe.

the Borough Code lo accommodate mosioi wcii iivmgHU*Un..oU,w.«~~~.
their proposed side yard width of 24 Mr. and Mrs. Piliego, who have two
feet, which was in non-compliance children, testified that having the
with the permitted 35-foot distance. deck would give them more space to
The current side yard width is 40.05 entertain visiting family members,
feet without the garage. The couple required a variance be-

A variance also was required for cause their proposed rear yard set-

nomcowncis <uibui|juii£ •*,...... -
driveways when cars are parked on
the opposite side of the street.

However, another viewpoint was
expressed last month by board mem-
ber Jack Molenaar, who voted against
an application foradriveway wtden-

antennae are safe.
'"The Hli/abellilown Water Com-

pany is comfortable that antennas
won't cause any problems," Mr.
Garofalo said. "I -iiccm' Technologies
did a study that showed these types of
facilities operate 2(X) to 300 times

Scotch Plains Day
Schedule Announced
The Scotch Plains Business &

Professional Association and
the Scotch Plains Lions Club
have announced the schedule of
events for Scotch Plains Day -
StreetFest '97 to be held Satur-
day, October 25 on the Village
Green from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m
Scheduled events include:

Lions Club Flea Market
8 am -4 p.m.
Sidewalk Sales 10a.m. -5p.m.
Health Fair/Pet Clinic
8 a.m. -Noon

• 5 Mile Road Race 9 am.-10 a.m.
• Civic Awards Ceremony

10am- 10:30am.
• Dance Exhibition

11am.-11:30p.m.
• Martial Arts Demonstration

Noon.-12:30 p.m.
• Fashion Show 1 p.m. • 2 p.m
•Live Mid-Day Music

2 p.m.-5 p.m.
Pat Dinizio, the singer and

songwriter of The Smithereens,
will be the featured artist, per-
forming songs from his debut
solo album, Songs and Sounds.
Other talented artists are also
expected to perform.
The time schedule of these ac-

tivities may vary. The raindate,
if necessary, is set for
Sunday.October 26.

\.x'<^.ui,. _ „ . — _— o—i-• Mr.
Scaramu/zinosaid.'Testedoneonuic
Jerusalem Road location show that
proposed antennas will cover Route
No. 22 near Scotch Plains. This system
will not interfere with television."

Mr. Scaramu/./.ino added that the l a m m ^ i.,^....^

The couple requireo a vananccuc- m:ijau«.v.v.,uu< „„ carriers would not lose tneir cans system will be monitored by remote below state standards (forradio wave
ause their proposed rear yard set- an application foradriveway widen- whentravelingthroughScotchPlains. control and that the area will have to exposure)'

backof21feetfellshortofthe25feet ing. Mr. Molenaar had suggested that Already on the water tanks arc an- be checked once a month. Mr.Garofaloproiniscd Ms. Adams
permitted under the Borough Code, eliminating on-street parking could tennas from Bell Atlantic, AT&T and Marilyn Adams, who lives near the and the Planning Board that lie would
The present setback without thedeck actually jeopardize pedestrians' Comcast, all which are still in use. area.expressedconccmoverthepos- provide them wiihacopy of the study,
is 37 feet. safety by encouraging motorists to Robert LaCosia, the township's sibledangcrsthcncwantcnnascould Ms. Adams said she is concerned

The deck will be accessible via a drive faster along residential streets. Building Inspector, asked why the pose to the community. because sometimes tilings which arc
sliding glass door which the couple The six resolutions memorialized Scotch Plains' location was picked ""— •— """*" •"•"»•>»«• nhnm thought to be safe turn out to be
plans to install, as well as by two sets by the board concerned cases which over sites in Mountainside and
'' '—-•-'- u/nrc heard on Sentembcr 18.of exterior stairs.

In the final application of the
evening, Stanley and Donna Zaleski
of 47 Locust Avenue were awarded
bulk variances to maintain an exist-
ing driveway, andforanexisting side
yard setback.

Mr. and Mrs. Zaleski had widened
their driveway over the summer to 22
feet, while the permitted width under
the Borough Code is 10 feet. The side
yard distance of 8.13 feet, with the
widened driveway, was in violation
of the permitted 10-foot distance.

Mr. Zaleski said he had the work
done without realizing that he was in
violation of Borough Code require-
ments, and immediately took action
to have the driveway approved after
being informed in September that it
did not comply with regulations.

The applicant, who has lived in
Fanwood for more than 25 years, said
he currently owns two cars and is
expecting to acquire a third car soon
for his 17-year-old daughter. He wid-
ened the driveway, he explained, so
all three vehicles could be parked off
the street.

The case prompted a discussion
afterwards among board members
concerning appeals for driveway
widenings, which have become in-
creasingly common asmore and more
families have multiple vehicles.

Board of Adjustment Attorney
Charles II. Brandt, during a recent
presentation lo the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board, revealed that officials

were heard on September 18.
CONTINUED ONPAOeil

Watchiuig.
Dominic Scanunuzzino, an engi-

SHOW OF „_.
In September. Pictured, left to right,
Kk-kenweitz, Jeffrey Bell, Timothy Mathews,.
The Reverend Beth Andemon-Domer, Minister of Chrlauan

pose to the community. because sometimes tilings which arc
"Have you given thought about thought to be side turn out to be

bow the water will be affected by the harmful. She cited, as an example, Uic
towers and to the people who will be previous belief thai lightning cannot
exposed to all the radio waves?" Ms. travel through a telephone line, which

•——— has since been proven to be untrue.
"I would just like lo be reassured

that this is not going to cause a prob-
lem for Scotch Plains' residents who
use the water, and their children and
grandchildren," Ms. Adams said

Alternate board member Joseph
IX)ylc said the board sympathized
with Ms. Adams'concern, outdoes not
have the authority to deny the request
based on environmental issues.

"Our hands are tied when it comes
lo Ihc health issue," said Mr. Doyle,
referring to cases in which the courts
ruled that Planning Boards have no
jurisdiction in environmental issues.

"The courts have said that Plan-
ning Hoards cannot use health fac-
tors for disapproving this (kind ol)
application," IX Martin Marks, Hie
Township Council's representative
on the board, said.

"Residents should know that we' re
not taking the applicant's word for it
(environmental data) because there
are organizations who have jurisdic-
tion who are monitoring it," he added.

According lo Peter Papay of Papay
linginccring & Construction, Inc. of
Ramsey, the antennas will be divided
into three sets of three, facing differ-
ent directions, similar to Uic antennas
already (Mi the tank. ITicrc also will be
a barbed wire over it to deter possible
vandals.
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