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SUCCESS TIMES TWO...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Show Band competed on October 4 and 5. At the first
competition, hosted by Somerville High School, the Raiders achieved a "superior" rating from Judges, winning them second
place overall. At the second competition, held at J.P. Stevens High School in Edison, the Raiders again took the second place
trophy. Their next competition is scheduled for October 18 in Hunterdon, and they also will participate in a competition at
the Meadowlands in November.

ABERDEENS PIN HOPES ONWIFE'S STATUS AS DOMESTIC

INS Denies Immigrant's Petition
To Keep Family in Scotch Plains

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Wrintnfor The Times

Scotch Plains resident William
Aberdeen'sthirdpetitionforclassifica-
tion as a "religious worker" under the
Immigration and Nationality Act has
been denied by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) of the
United States Department of Justice.

The INS denial cuts short the re-
prieve Congress granted Mr. Aber-
deen, his wire and their two children
through its late Septetnberextension
of the provision allowing undocu-
mented immigrants to tile for legal
status within the United States until
Thursday, October 23.

In a letter addressed toChristopher
T. Salina, Pastor of Jesus Restoration
Ministries, the INS states "You have
submitted no corroborating docu-
mentation to establish that the ben-
eficiary (Mr. Aberdeen) was main-
taining full-time employment for the
two years immediately prior to July
24, 1997, nor that your church has
compensated him with a salary of any
kind.

"In addition, you have submitted
nodocumentation which verifies that
the beneficiary's past experience
qualifies as a traditional religious
occupation, or that the proposed po-
sition requires specific religious train-
ing or a full-time commitment and
cannot be performed by a dedicated
and caring memberofyour congrega-
tion."

John Loughrey, the family friend
who first brought the Aberdeens'
plight to the attention of The Times,
stated in a letter to Congressman Bob

Franks, "He (William Aberdeen) in-
deed participates in the ministry, lead-
ing the worship, and teaching Scrip-
ture to the children, and he would be
ashamed to take a penny from a con-
gregation which is too poor to pay for
such things."

"The problem is," added Mr.
Loughrey in a telephone interview,
"that William can'tcomeupwithaW-
2 form to show gainful employment
wiib his ciiurch."

Mr. Aberdeen's wife, Gracelynn,
said her lawyer advised her that the

denial of her husband's petition
"won't affect my approval as a do-
mestic by the INS.

"If they extend the filing deadline
beyond October 23," Mrs. Aberdeen
said, "it will be okay for us to stay and
wait for my papers."

hi January of 1992, Mrs. Aberdeen
filed her own visa application which
was approved. Because the govern-
ment limits the number of visas is-
sued annually for domestics, Mrs.
Aberdeen is waiting for the quota to
come up for her year of application.

Nine Candidates Square
Off at Forum for Three
Seats Freeholder Board

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded that copy
should be E-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publica-
tion. The Times' E-mail address is
goleader@aol.com. The fax num-
ber is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off
at our office located at 50 Elm
Street or through out mail slot. To
ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age E-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation date. Obituaries will bt ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper andkower case, nornore
than 500 words in length,and include
a daytime telephone number where
the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of
the editor.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Tunis

Nine candidates for three seats on
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders weighed in Tuesday on
the issues of taxes, spending, hiring,
the size of county government and
the Union County Utilities Authority
before an audience of about 60county
residents in a little publicized "Can-
didates Night" at Westfield's Mu-
nicipal Building.

The forum was sponsored by the
Union County League of Women
Voters.

With the prospect that the Tuesday;
November 4 election could give
Democratsa9-0majority on the Free-
holder Board - if the three incumbent
Republican Freeholders lose their
seats to their opponents - Republi-
cans Edwin H. Force of Cranford,
Henry W. Kurz of Roselle Park and
Frank H. Lehr of Summit defended
their roles as "watch dogs" on the
board.

Freeholder Kurz stated, "We are
committed to preserving the two-
party system of checksandbalances."

Democratic Freeholder candidates
Chester Holmes of Rahway, Deborah

Peer-Scanlon of Union and Roselle
Park'sAlexanderMirabella defended
the current Democratically-con-
trolled Freeholder Board.

Mr. Holmes claimed Republican
Freeholders went to taxpayers for a
$28 million bail-out for the county's
solid waste incinerator operations in
Rahway while Democratic Freehold-
ers "are getting us out of this quag-
mire" by looking at a 25-year lease
arrangement of the waste facility with
Ogden Martin Systems, which built
the facility. Mr. Holmes is a former
police detective in Rahway.

Freeholder Kurz responded that
Union was one of five counties to
move toward self-sufficient waste
disposal as mandated by (he state
until the New Jersey Supreme Su-
preme Court shot down the measure
last year as a violation of commerce
laws. That decision was upheld on
appeal.

Mr. Kurz added that, "We stepped
to the plate and did what was right."

When Mr. Mirabella stated that
Republican Freeholders had voted
against county budget tax cuts ear-
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AND THE WINNER IS...Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, pictured
second from right, presents raffle winner Leah More, second from left, with a check.
The drawing took place at the Fanny Wood Day dance held on September 27. Abo
pictured, left to right, are Peter Sayles, Sam More, Zachary More and Neil
Schembre. Mr. Sayles and Mr. Schembre are members of the Fanny Wood Day
Committee, serving as President and Treasurer. Missing is Jay More, Leah's
husband and the father of Sam and Zacbary, who actually won the prize.

COUNCILMAN DISCUSSES NEW TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM

Captain Robert Carboy to Become
Fanwood Chief of Police on January 1

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially WritUnforVunnti

The appointment of Captain Rob-
ert Carboy as Fanwood's next Chief
of Police was confirmed by the Bor-
ough Council during last Thursday's
regular meeting, as past and present
colleagues joined governing body
members in honoring the veteran of-
ficer.

Captain Carboy, who will assume
command of the department on Janu-
ary 1, was chosen to succeed Police
Chief Anthony J. Parenti. The latter
will comply on December 31 with a
state law requiring all police and fire
personnel who have reached age 65
to retire.

Calling him "a gem of a person,"
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly last

'week anticipated that Captain Car-
boy would continue solid leadership
of the department hi his future posi-
tion. The captain has been a member
of the Fanwood force for the past 38
years.

Police Commissioner and Coun-
cil President Bruce H. Walsh called
the Captain and Chief Parenti "a
couple of extraordinary people." He
noted that both men donated their

BOE Reviews
Languages
Curriculum

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written/or The Tiiwi

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education's October 9 agenda
meeting opened with an instructional
update from Helga Thomas, a Ger-
man language teacher and Supervi-
sor of the World Language curricu-
lum in grades 6 through 12.

The language curriculum focuses
on teaching students how to commu-
nicate successfully hi a real language
situation. For example, students learn
how to order in a restaurant, how to
talk with the waiter and how to find
out how much a meal will cost hi their
target language.

Ms. Thomas said she believes that
a country's culture is imbedded in its
language, and curriculum textbooks
reflect that.

"We've taken classes out of the
lecture model, into an interactive
(situation)," she explained. Students
are encouraged to work hi pairs and
groups to facilitate their use of the
target language.

Looking ahead, Ms. Thomas ex-
plained that she is concerned about
the district's financial ability to imple-
ment the state-mandated elementary
language program. Beginning in
2001, fourth-grade students (today's
first graders) will be tested for basic
proficiency hi a foreign language.

The district's present language
curriculum introduces students to
foreign languages in the sixth grade.
A nine-week exploratory program
gives students a "taste" of the four
foreign languages taught in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools, including
French, German, Spanish and Italian.

"The state test will wantmore than
what students can pick up hi nine
weeks," said the program supervisor.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye praised Ms. Thomas
for her work on the language curricu-
lum. "Herleadershiphasbeencritical
in the high quality of our language
program," Dr. Choye said.

Dr. Choye and Board President Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon also touched on
the "Parents' Rally forFairEducation
Funding," sponsored by the Garden
State Coalition of Schools, which
took place Monday evening at Madi-
son High School.

Republican Governor Christine
Todd Whitman and Democratic con-
tender Senator James E. McGreevey
had been invited to attend the pro-

Senator McGreevey took part in
the event, while the Governor was
represented by Republican Assem-
blyman Richard H. Bagger. The as-
semblyman represents the 22nd Leg-
islative District, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Prior to the rally, Dr. Sheldon had
expressed concern that "the guberna-
torial candidates would prefer to leave
public education out of their debate."

Among the items included in the
Superintendent's report were the
Quality Assurance Annual Report site
objectivescompletedfor 1996-1997,
and those planned for the present
school year.

In the past, letter grades were used
in evaluating the individual school's
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time to the September 27 community
celebration of Fanny Wood Day.

Also on hand to offer congratula-
tions was retired Fanwood Police
Captain George Germinder, whom
the Chief-elect succeeded as Captain
in 1992. He fondly referred to his
longtime former colleague as "a fine
young man" who "would do a good
job" as the new chief.

Captain Carboy thanked Chief
Parenti, who was hi attendance, for
his tutelage in preparing bun for his
new responsibilities. He also thanked
members of the governing body for
placing then* "trust and confidence"
in him.

Captain Robert Carboy

On a separate matter, Mr. Walsh
revealed that temporary traffic safety
measures which were recently imple-
mented along Madison Avenue
"have worked very well" in discour-
aging people from parking or turn-
ing around on the street while drop-
ping off and picking up their chil-
dren at nearby Elementary School
One in Scotch Plains.

According to Councilman Walsh,
Chief Parenti is expected to meet
soon with Madison Avenue residents
todiscuss the traffic safety measures,
which may become permanent
through adoption of an ordinance by
the council.

The councilman also briefly dis-
cussed anew signal system earmarked
for the traffic corridor at Park and
Martine Avenues which runs through
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Four
borough intersections would be in-
volved, including those at La Grande,
South, North and Midway Avenues.

The new system would include a
camera mounted along the thorough-
fare to monitor traffic flow, and would
allow a desk officer to view the traffic
from headquarters. Theofficerwould

have the ability to control the signals
from there if necessary, such as in the
event of a traffic jam or to allow an
emergency vehicle to move through
the area more quickly.

According to Chief Parenti, the
system is designed tomove traffic "as
quickly and safely as possible." He
emphasized that the camera would
not function as a radar device or in-
vade privacy, but simply would moni -
tor traffic patterns.

The Chief, who heads the state's
Police Traffic Safety Officers Asso-
ciation, said the new system would be
funded through a federal grant ob-
tained by Union County, which
would pay for the purchase and in-
stallation, as well as maintenance
costs for the first couple of years.

Chief Parenti said the new system
would be equipped with a liquid elec-
tronic display which he described as
significantly "more economical and
longer-lasting" than the lamps used
in the current models, and which he
anticipated would save taxpayers
$4,000 annually in traffic electricity
costs.

The Chief said Fanwood and
Scotch Plains officials have been
working with the Union County Bu-
reau of Engineering in developing
(he system for the twomunicipalilies.

Members of the governing body
also discussed the pending revital-
ization of Fanwood s downtown, in-
cluding ways of getting more mer-
chants involved in the effort.

Officials concurred that the Fanny
Wood Day celebration, which brought
more than 10,50Opeople to the down-
town, demonstrated that officials are
serious abouttheir campaign to breath
new life into the business district.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz
recommended ofncialsexamine zon-
ing regulations in the community lo
address the concerns of merchants
andmake the area "business-friendly"
while continuing to maintain the
character of Fanwood.

The Mayor added that the "con-
stant relationship building and part-
nership with the merchants" would
be instrumental to the successful re-
juvenation of the downtown.

The council also issued procla-
mations for the month of October.
Honored were several organizations
and causes, including the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of the
State oflsrael; National Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, Fire Preven-
tion Week, and the 250th anniver-
sary of the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church.
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Township Celebration
Scheduled for Oct. 25
Several thousand people are ex-

pected to turn out next Saturday,
October 25, for the Scotch Plains
Day/StreetFest '97 Celebration on
the Village Green in downtown
Scotch Plains.

The event, which will be held from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., is organized by the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) in con-
junction with the Scotch Plains Parks
and Recreation Department, the
Scotch Plains Health Department, and
the Lions Club.

ASuperHealthFairandPetainic,
located in the Municipal Building,
will be held from 8 a.m. to noon.
Rabies shots for dogs and cats will
also be available.

Festival activities will begin at 9
a.m. with the annual Scotch Plains
Day Five Mile Road Race. The
Mayor's Civic AwardCeremony, hon-
oring outstandingcitizensof the com-
munity, will follow at 10 a.m.

AspecialperformancebytheScotch
Plains/Fanwood High School March-
ing Band will also commence. The
winners of the Five Mile Road Race
will be recognized during a second
awards ceremony at 10:30 a.m.

The Lions Club's annual Giant
Flea Market will be held throughout
the day, while local merchants have
their sidewalk sales. The Fanner's
Market will be open as well.

A t l l a.m., the day's full entertain-
ment and festivities will begin. Live
entertainment and music will be fea-
tured throughout the day.

A dance exhibition choreographed
by the Moderne Dance Academie of
Fine Arts, a martial arts demonstra-
tion performed by Chun's Black Belt,
and a fashion show staged by Rosie's
Treasures Boutique, Look Twice and
BJ's Dressing Room will be partof the
day's scheduled activities.

Pony rides for kids, contests and
prizes provided by the SPBPA, face
painting provided by Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center, and a
Lawn Sale by the Scotch Plains/
Fanwood Historical Society are also
planned.

As an added highlight to the cel-
ebration, Scotch Plains native Pat
DiNizio, singerand songwriter of the
musical group Smithereens will per-
form.

In addition, Gary VenitteUi of Arona
Entertainment, will showcase some
of the music groups that he repre-
sents, as partof theplanned Mid-Day
Music Jam festivities.

"We are determined to stage a
unique and memorable event, one
that will bring together and benefit
the entire community of Scotch
Plains," noted Jeffrey R. Stein, of
Incentives USA, Inc. in Scotch Plains,
and SPBPA Event Director of the
Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest '97
Celebration.

"Fun, food and festivities is what
you will find at this year's event. It
promises to be bigger and better than
ever," he explained.

Anyone interested in registering
for the Scotch Plains Day Five Mile
Road Race may call the Parks and
Recreation Deparunentat(9O8) 322-
6700, or stop by at the Municipal
Building at 430 Park Avenue.

The Senior Citizen bus will trans-
portlocalseniorcitizenstothe Health
Fair, and can be arranged through the
Parks and Recreation Department.

Community groups who wish to
participate may call Mr. Stein at (908)
322-5105 as soon as possible.

A full schedule of the day's events
willbeavailable from local merchants.
A rain date for the celebration is set
for Sunday, October 26, with a modi-
fied schedule of activities.
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