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By CANDACE WALLER
Sprcially Writien for The Times

Union County Board of Chosen
I'recholders Chairwoman Lindad,
Swader discussed the Freeholder
iconomic Development
Committee’s agenda at the
Plains Planning Board’s Monday
_ meeting,

Mrs. Stender talked about devel-
oping cconomic initiatives that
would make Union County profit-
able for businesses and residents.

“Whenl campaigned for reelec-
tion in the fall of 1996, the people
of this county made it very clearto
me thatrebuiiding the economy of
Union County had tobe jobone for
cqt:lnty govemment,” Mrs, Stender
said.

“Whatever pantisan differences
existon other issues, there is com-
plete b:’gartisan agreement that
Union County must have more
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Mrs. Stender Highlights County’s
Economic Development Program

ood paying ‘obs, more profitable
gnsme' sses and widespread pros-
perity,” Mrs. Stender, a former
Mayor of Fanwood, explained.

The mainattraction lothe Union
County area, according to Mrs,
Stender, is the location. The com-
mittee has set aside different plans
o make the rransportation system
more usefol.

Mrs. Stender said studies are
underway todevelop ways o make
the infrastructure better in Union
County. Five specific planned ar-
eas of ransportation will be ad-
dressed,

“Thekey thing thatemerged from
the studies was that developing
iransportation would be critical to
ow success,” Mrs. Stender said,
“We must market Union County
not just as a place to do business
bui also a place (o live.”

Plans areunderway to study iraf-
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fic patterns of Martine and Park
Avenves which would include
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
New Jersey Tumpike will soon be
widening to 14 lanes along a 14-
mile stretch between Woodbridge
and Newark.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
member Maria Sartor was im-
pressed by the points covered in
Mrs. Stender’stalk,

“Iu was good for thought,” Mrs.
Sartor said. “In the study of Martine
and Park Avenues, Fanwood and
Scowch Plains representatives
should be on thatcommiinee. Inpnt
from our towns shouldbe included.
I thougin the presentation was

ow ”

: The East West Light Rail Link is
being developed to spark commer-
cial, industrial and residential de-
velopment that will expand the
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New Director

Of Library
Reveills Plans

“What people are looking fornow
when they come inlo a library is so
different from what it was five years
ago,” said Dan Weiss, who took over
as Directorof the Fanwood Memorial
Library on October 6.

Apparently, the people of Fanwood
have found the very person 1o de-
velop just such a library for their
community. In the past five years, Mr.
Weiss, 45, has created a web page, a
personal compuler-based, searchable
index of the local newspaper, and a
circulating audio compact disc col-
lection, in addition to providing ex-
tensive reference services—allin the
pastfive yearsfor the Bernards Town-
ship Library in Baskin% Ridge.

Anative of Springficld, Mr. Weiss
has livedinWesthieldfor 17 years, He
has performed, recorded and woured
in the United States and abroad with
Tony Trischka and Skyline, an origi-
nal acouslic group. He graduated

Dan Weis

summa ¢cum [aude from the Rutgers
School of Communication, Informa-
tion and Library Science in 1992.

“College graduaies, even high
school studends, now expect a certain
level of techmlhod%y when they come
intoa library,” Mr. Weiss explained.
“They're just used to finding infor-
mation in a certain way.” ]

In his unhyTied way, Mr. Weiss
described how he recently helped a
college patron at the Bemards Li-
brary tap into her campus personal
computertoreiricve here-mail, grades
and course selection. All she needed
was a log-on name and a password.
Where was this college? In Michi-
gan, revealed Mr. Weiss.

“Small librazies, like the one in
Fanwood, canbecome very valuable
resourcesfor all segments of the popu-
lation, once they gethooked upto the
Web,” the new Library Director re-
marked.

He gave examplesofhow toeasily
access 4 list of all the companies m
Union County who make & certain
item so thatlan entreprencur could
send them a Jetter.

“And reference librarians have be-
come so knowledgeable about the
Web that home computer usersofien
call us l‘ormcon-lim';addressofa
specific ization,” reported Mr.
Weiss, “And yet, 'dbe the lastpesson
losteera 10 acompuier screen
when a is really the casiest
msm." )

ln fact, he'd like to help
Fanwoodians greatly extend the num-
berofmaterialsavailable tothem and
get them (aster by implementing an
improved inter-library loan system
similar to that of Middlesex County.

Patrons would search a database
containing titles from arca libraries.
Orders could be picked up from those

CONTINVED ON PAGE 12

SUCCESSOR TQ TAKE OVER JAN. 1
Council Set to Appoin

Next Chief of Police

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Timex
The Fanwood Borough Council is
expected toconfinm the appointment

‘tonight, Thursday, October 9, of Cap-

tain Robert Carboy as successor to
Police Chief Anthony J. Parenti effec-
tive on Thursday, January 1.

Chief Parenti must retire atthe end
‘of the year inaccordance with astate
law reactivated a little more than a
year ago, which obligates all police
and fire personnel who have reached
age 65 lo accept mandatory relise-
ment.

Potics Depanment, Captain Carboy
ice o, . v
was tapped to hief Parenti
based on his length of service with
the department and his rank, accord-
ing to Council President and Police
Comumnissioner Bruce H. Walsh,

During Monday’s council agenda
meeling, Councilman Waish said
Capuain Carboy had received “ihe
highestrecommendation” from Chicf
Parenti, as wellastheendorsementof
the council’s Public Safety Commit-
iee, which had interviewed the cap-
tain about his futwre role and his
goals for the department.
wii appointment of a new chief,
there alsowouldbe jons within
the rest of the police department and
the addition of a new officer at the
bottom level.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly em-
phasized that it was vitat to the mo-
rale of the police departinent that the
council name a successor to Chief
Patenti. Officials had delayed the
appoinment for 3 montb while re-
viewing procedures for the selection
of anew chief.

In June, Governor Christine Todd
Whitman signed a bill into law grant-
ing a six-month extension on manda-
tory retirement for law enforcement
andfire personnel who hadreached 65,

The lawablowed Chief Parenti, who
turned 65 in May, to remain on the job
through the end of this year and (o

lay an active rolein the selection of
issuccessor. The chief, whohas been
amemberof the Fanwood force for 41

ggars.hasheadedmedepamnemfm
years,

In other business at the agenda
session, h Attorney Dennis
Estis said an ordinance would likely
be introduced either tonight or early
next month 1o allow the borough’s
Planning Board and Board of Adjust-
ment (o be combined into a single
bt)d1{ebeginning in the new year,

merger was proposed as a
means of dealing with multiple is-
sues, among them a decline in the
numberof volunteers willing toserve
on ihe boards and the numberof cases
being heard, as well asa way toreduce
COSiS.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who chairs the council’s Building
and Zoning Committee, said ber com-
mitiee unanimously supported the
merger. The other committee mem-
bersare Councitinan Walshand Coun-
cilman Stuart S, Kline.

Mr, Estis stated that, under a 1996
amendment {o the state’s Land Use
Ordinance, the merger
would not have to be decided by a
public referendum, as originally

because Fanwoodhasa popu-
lation of less than 10,000 people.

Borough Enguil:!eer Richari
Marsdenreported that the borough is
continuing iowork with the Plainfielkd
Area Repional Sewerage Authority

L3
L]

in tracking flow rates (0 detcrmine
where waler may be ¢ntering the
borough'’s sanilary sewer system.
Mr. Marsden said meter readings
were recently waken along Midway
Avenue, which is the site of a main
pipeline in an old section of the sys-
tem. He said officials want tofind out
whether sediment deposits picked up
by the meter at that location are in-
dicative of a crack in the pipeline.
Members of the council discussed
whetber the borough should consoli-
date its welfare services with Usion
CONTINUED ONFADE 12
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Township Council Agrees
To Reject Consolidation
Of Local Welfare Services

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Council
members agreed Tuesday to reject
consolidation of local welfare ser-
vices with Union County under the
state’s new Work First New Jersey
plan. “We want (0 rewain the public
services al a local level,” Township
Manager ThomasE. Akinssaid, “but
we need tokaow what the (inal rules
from the state willbe.”

According lo the state’s implemen-
tation plan for welfare consolidation,
the council has until January | to
decide to go it alone in administra-
tion of local welfare services. Siate
offices, however, will eventually
tiandle all checks issued 1o clients,
according to township Weifare Di-
rector Maria Santo.

Independent local welfare offices
must also be able to file client infor-
mation with the state via computer
according 10 the Work First plan and
provide alocal administrator 15 hours
awcek. Townsmay share anindepen-
dent administrator and township of-
ficials proposed a partnership with
the Township of Clark.

Towns with high use of public as-
sistance programs say they welcome
the relief 10 municipal budgets that
the county takeover provides. Mav-
erick towns say they cankeep wellare
expenses low, services personalized
and fraud 1o a minimum,

Councilman Robert Johnston went
so far as to claim, “We do not nced
county government at all.”

“Stape Commissionerof 1 hanan Ser-
vices Williamm Waldman saysthe tran-

sition to a county-tun system will
take a year, with a September 30,
1998 deadline.

In other business, the council con-
sidered signing on with Aflac, an
insurance provider, to allow lown-
ship employees to st aside pre-ax
dollars annually for anticipated medi-
cal bills, “I know that some employ-
ecs want it,” Mr. Atkins said.

il the councilmoves ahead with the
Aflacmeasure next week atitsregular
meeting, itmay beamonth before the
program is in place, Mr. Atkins said.

On aseparate mattet, Deputy Mayor
Joan Papen said the council is again
poised to wrangle with Bell Atlantic
officials over the use of telephone
poles in the downtowa for December
holiday decorations. “We've been
getting the constant run-around,” Mrs.
Papen claimed.

Ayearago, when Mrs. vowed

to add lighved snowflakes to
undercoated poles along Park Av-
enuenearRoute No. 22, she described
the telcphone company as “the new
Grinch in town” In a story by
children’s author Dr. Seuss, a “Grinch”
charactertriestodo away withChrist-
mas,
The problem is that the township
has not been able 10 convince tele-
phone officials 10 install brackets
and clectrical sockets on the poles —
even for $150 per pole as in the past
- for the additional snowflake deco-
rations, Ownership of the poles is
shared by public wiilities services
and Bell, according to Mrs. Papen.

A Beil Adlaniic manages for oxter-
nal affairs told the council last year

OFFICIALS [AUD DIRECTOR FOR MANY YEARS OF SERVICE
Norbert Bernstein Celebrates 25th
Year as Township Library Director

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

Scoich Plains Library Director
Norbent Bernsteincelebrated his 25th
anniversary with a luncheon on Sep-
tember 30.

“My future goal isto stay here until
I'm carried out in a box of (he Board
of Trustees want a more enlightencd
directorship,” Mr. Bernstein said with
asmile on his face.

‘The Board of Truslees, library swalf,
family and friends saluted Mr.
Bemstein and wished him continued
success at the tuncheon, which took

lace in the library meeting room.
te Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Assemblyman Alan
M. Augustine, both of Scotch Plains,
and Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins were onhand toshow support,

“I'm glad I was able to get here,”
said Senator DiFeancesco. “T think
he’s done wonders with this library.”

Assemblyman Augustine, a former
ownship Mayor and councilman,
served on the commitiee that hired
Mr. Bernstein as Directorin 1972,

“He'sdone well with this library. It
is an excellent sesource in the lown-
ship,” Mr. Augustine stated. “Being
the (council) Library Liaison was al-
ways a pleasurable assignment.”

Ms. Bemsteincame to thiscountry
from France in 1942 to escape the
Nazis at the age of 16. His family
carried their basic necassities with
them, leaving friends and memories
behind. Thisdifficult period, he said,
made him a survivor,

Mr. Bernstein stanted his library
carcer more than 40 years ago when
he a part-time position at
the New York Public Libraryin 1950,
Afier two months be got a full-tiine
job working as a document searcher.

Originally, Mr. Bemnsiein, who
graduated from Boston University
in 1950 witha degree in psycholtﬁy.
planned 1o continue studying this
discipline at New York University.
He married his wife, Estelle, right
afier graduating from Boston Uni-
versity, and was looking for employ-
ient while he pursued his master’s

gg:king for the New York Public
Library changed his carcerdirection.

“Assoonas | got the jobatthe New
York Public 1ibrary | changed my
major 10 library science,” Mr.
Bemstein said, “1 realized this was
the field ] wanted tobe in.”

Mt, Bemstein reccived his master’s
degree in library science from Co-

lumbia University in 1954, He then
started his job as assistant head cata-
loguer at the Providence, Rhode Is-
land, Public Library.

“In those days, if you wanted to
advance, you had to go from one job
toanother,” Mr. Bernstein said.

Mr. Akkins said Mr, Bemsiein's
people skills and book expertise im-
pressed over the years.

“His peopleskillz and intuition are
very remarkable,” Mr. Akins said.
“People Wink of a library director as
being erudite butaloof because of the
level of intelligence, He's very pleas-

board. He's someone I always fell
could take the leadership of the k-
brary,” Mr. Kumpf said. “! hope o
keep him bere for 25 years.”

Joan luliano has been Mr.
Bemstein's secretary forover 15 years
and likes the family aunosphere in
the library.

“He’s not only my boss but an
intelligent and compassionate
friend,” Mrs. luliano said. “ We're like
afamily here andhe’s the headof our
family,”

* Mr. Bemsicin said he has seenalot
of changes in the library field in his

Darid©. Corbinfor The Times

A MILESTONE...Norbert Berasiein, left, is congratulated on his 25th anniver-

sary as Direciot the Scotch Plains Library by

Thomns Barth, left, President of the

library’s Board of Trustees, and Township Administrator Thomas E, Atkins,

ant to work with,”

Most of Mr. Bemstein's library
experience comes from working in
the public sector, He worked at the
Brandeis College Li in Massa-
chusettsfrom 1968 to 1971, while his
eddest som, Ron, awended the school.,
Afierhis songraduated from colicge,
Mr. Bemstein was itching to work at
another public library.

“I just wanted 1o get back into the
public library field. | saw an ad in the
Library Journal put in by the Board
of Trustees (advertising an opening
forlibrary directorinScotch Plains),”
fe explained.

Scotch Plains Public Library Board
of Trustee member Carl Kumpf, who
still is a member of the board, con-
ducted the interview.

“He exhibited administrative cx-
pertisc and book expertise to the

40-plus years working in libraries.
His next project will be to get the
-library fully automated.

Mr. Bemstein said bids will be ac-
cepted on Thursday, October 16, for
this project with the automation pro-
cess expected to be in effect by early
spring. . .
“It will do things fasier and give
people a wider searchof ma in
the collection,” Mr. Bemstein said.
“It will also cxpedite circulation

Mr. Bemstein felt the reason the
library has been so successful in the
community is becavse it has a good
Board of Trustces and a quality and
helpful staff. .

“He’s been a great Director,” said
Library Board of Trustees member
PaulaCriscuolo, “I've cnjoyed work-
ing with himn for the last 17 years.”

that the company outlawed decora-
tions on the poles several years ago,
calling it a safety hazard.

Last year, Mrs. Papen saidthe town-
ship promised to have all decorations
off the poles within 30 minutes in an
emergency.

On another matter, lownship offi-
cials said the Town of Westfield asked
the township to share in a sanitary
sewer project involving six houses
along Lamberts Mill Road near
Jacob’s Lane. Twoofthe houses are in
Scotch Plains, according to officials.
Anengineer for the township, Dennis
Harrington, said he was contacting
the two fiomeowners about the

ject. '

The council said it would post-
pone a tour of the township 10 view
recreationand public works improve-
ments until early next year, Pariof the
tour was originally scheduled for
October 25, which is Scotch Plains
Day.
'[)'rhe council said it would be look-
ing (o regulate the size and location
of television satellite dishes in resi-
demntial zones. Mrs. Papensaidneigh-
boring towns limit dish widths to 12
inches placed behind the house. Town-
shipattomeys saidcommercial zones
may permita dishuptotwofeet wide.

The New Jemsey State League of
Municipalities reminded the town-
ship that local courts are now re-

uired by the state toprovide a public
3efender for every needy defendam.
Executive Director William G.
Dressel, Jr., said 70 percemt of towns
already provide the scrvice, as does
Scotch Plains, By the end of the year,
the ication fee for defense will
rise to $200 from 550,

Mayor Irene T. Schmidi said she
will meet this week with state trans-
portation officials inan effort 1o look
at potential traffic congestion in the
township as a result of increases in
business g:lng Route "l;iac.; 22 and
proposed and existing repairs.

The council is also considering
whether to install traffic surveillance
cameras, as part of a Union County
project, at street intersections from
Mountain to La Grande and North
and South Avenues in an effont 0
document (raffic volume and possi-
bly seek funding for signal and road
improvements,

ownship officials noted the re-
ceipt of $655,000 this year sofar from
the state Depariment of Transporta-
tion Trust Program forroad improve-
mems,

The Union County League of
Municipalities told the lownshi&)i(;
will take three months and $25,
to study the need and cost of a
countywide animal shelter, The re.
sults of the study will be reveated in
public meetings, officials said.
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Deadlines Told
For Submittals

To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded thay copy
should be E-mailed o faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publica-
tion, The Times' E-mail addressis
goleader@aol.com. The fax num-
ber is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and leliers to
the editor can also be off
Elm
Street or through out mail slot. To
ensure that submittals reach our

office priorto deadline, we encour-
age E-mail or faxed materials,

$ stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend spons
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior Lo the publi-
cation date, (;bimarics will be ac-
cepted upto 5 p.m. on .

All copy must be typed,
md.wmllnmmc.mnm

oy wlepbone minber wikre
a te number w
the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submli}is:m mthe s as carly as
possi to the event,

Please note that in addition o
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submiltals may be delayed
due to space considerations. Al)
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discreation of
the editor.
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