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Council OKs
Subdivision
Proposal

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Writlew for The Times
During last Thursday's regular
meeting of the Fanwmd Borough
Council, officials voted S to | in
support of 8 proposal 10 subdivide
approximately an acre and a balf of
"bl\]’alson Road I:ecmss from
e Borough X
Couilman William E. Populus,
fr.. explained that the land, whichhas
been vacant for 10 years, could be
subdividedintotwolots, one of which
could then be sold for the purpose of
building a bome on the site: The
remaining parcel would he a flag lot
that would cottinue 1o be owned by
the borough,
prite of sbevt 15,000 ke ot
eet,
o oo s o
and $40,000. The Fanwood Tax

Assessor'sOffice hasdetermined that

the lot, once could gener-
ate annual tax revenue of between
$6,000 and $6,500, according to
Councilman Populus.
RpclwgBard.areudemMNa'lh
Martine Avenue, nﬁke out against
the Qmposal thei&ouncil
W
lot if you subdivide irptbe
Pfomx). which will be absolutely

Citing a study commissioned by
‘the goveming body last year of space
-availability for borough operations,
.Mr. Bard questioned the peacticality
-of selling vacant land, *just to build
abouse.” He suggested that the prop-
‘enty could instead be used (o relieve
.overcrowding in municipal offices.

“Onoeyoummmnowballmll-
ing downthe hill, it sveryd:ﬂicultw
stop,” commented Mr. Bard, reiterat-
ing his opinion that the borough
should not subdivide the property,
which formérly was the site of
Fanwood Borough Hall and the tire

“Iif dmposeof that land, you're
makmyggterﬁbh terﬂblemis!ake It
doesn’t benefit the public,” he added.

According o Councllman

m.
cludedmhe
ahouse be builton the
property within a cemm
time. If the lot was not land
would continue as a single parcel
owned by the municipality.
Councilman Louis C. .l ques-
tioned the “ﬁmcﬁonalc?abl ”of
the proposed flag lot. Counc
responded thatthe site, which
could be reached via a 15-foot-wide
access way, could be used as a park-
ing area for the Municipal Court,
House functions and senior
citizen bus trips.
::lmchl‘lmeowcw
areal estate agent Populus’
running mate on the Democratic ticket
oo Mc(i’wgdaevemladmlagm'tsc?‘:
es
mﬂﬂmmdsakofa portion of

the Eupeny

observed that the community
wouldnolongerhave tomaintain e
land; that & bome would
taxes and that the would
ﬂwgﬁnmenueﬁmwesaleoﬂhe

and sie lanmust

thutheboudcouldpmmynwtne
appeal by September,

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those 8
lons fo bmmition to Th¢ s re
reminded that copy should be E-mailed
or faxed by 4 mmo;lhcﬁidly i‘:
publication. 3" B-
leaders sol.com. The fax sumber is

and letters to the
mmw off at our

officelocated st SOEIm or through
out mail slol. To ctsure that submittals
teach our office pri

line, Weckend apoua evems mus I:e
submitted by noononlhe Monday prior
tothe publicationdate. Obituaries will be
we:ﬁtedum 5 p.m. on Tucsdays.
copy must be typed, double-
spaced, 30 more than wotds in
, andinclude a da
muber whese the s

clasification st the discretion ofthe editor.
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KEEI'ING n CLEAN.. These dllldna l.lm during
Scotch Plains, Pictared, rxhl.m Clean- winaers Gary Schardlen, David G Laurie Romeo,
Gihbdons, Mch Glbl»u MP'D';!. e mq ob Page 10, Joyer

ARCHITECT TESTIFIES FOR DEVELOPER AT MEETING
Planning Board Hears Further
Testimony About The Reserve

By JUSTIN BRIDGE
Specially Wriktan for The Timer
The Scotch Plains Planning Board
heard further testimony on m
posed development knoum as
Reserve at its Monday meeting. _ .
Robert Kraus, the attomey fepre-

senting developer K. Hovnanian, pre-
semed the testimony of Thomas C.
Barton to the board. Mr. Barton is a
registeredarchitect andthe President
of Barton and Associates of Philadel-

phia.

Mr. Baron plans

ofthe townhouses to the

lggﬁ:ofwwnhomesm
proposedfor Reserve. The first
lype is a two-story townhouse built
over a split-level flat. The second
type of building is a wwo-story
townhouse built over another two-
story townhouse.

The difference between the
townhouses and flais proposed for
The Reserve is a question of how
many bedroomsand bathroomsare in
cach unit, Each townhouse contains
three bedsooms and two and a half
bathrooms, while each flat only has
two bedsooms and ose bathroom.
Both types of units will bave direct
access 0 & One-CAr gamge.

In addition, there will be several

RE]

Proposed Green Brook Flood Control Projec

HOLDE

upminddebrh

townhouse units that Mr. Barton re-

ferred to as ium’’ units. These
units will have atwo-car garage.
These jum™ ownhouse units

will be set over the 16 flat units set
.. asidetomeetthe Momnt Laurel agree-

" ‘menis. These Moant Laurel flais will

not have any garage and will have
slightly less room than the regular
flats,

Paul Ferriero, an engineer repre-
senting Scotch Plains, Mr.
B e e

ve .
Mr. Felgtieroaslgedif mm-
Fesponded by aying. ~Thcoe unks
e saying unils
meet or exceed all of New Jersey's
standards for this type of construc-
ton.” Mr. Barton continued by ex-
plaining that there will be insulation
built into the garage roof and the first
floor to prevent carbon monoxide
poisoning.

Although Wel-Don Materials of
Westfieldis challenging the approval
of the development, their attorney,
William A, Butler, had few questions
for Mr. Barton, all of whichdealt with
the exact aumber of units that are 0

bem developmen will
ve
consist of 116 townhouse/flai-style

21

’ 12

L 45

units builton 7,7 square acres of land
adjacent to Union Avenue and

Meadow Street. Sixteen of the units
meet the requirement set forth by the

MoumLml;g:ememmdbythe
Council On
‘ﬂwwxluweﬁngofmeﬂ 2
board is tentatively set for Monday,
Sepiember 15, at 7:30 pm. at the
Scotch Plains M Building,

Council Approves
Utility Vehicle;
Gets Sewer Update

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Yimes

The Fanwood Borough Council
unanimously z?)pmved a resolution
last of aused
support utility velncle for the
Fanwood Fire which will
enable fisefighters to transport all

emetgencyewipmnmasma?
trip. Anaccompanying ordinance also
wasmdduring mecm?fg'gor%gu-

lar meeting, approving in
funding for the vehicle and for instal-
lation of a radio in the unit, which is
expected to be in service by early

DexL year.

During the council’s August 6
Daniel i’e.i Flold the o,
bodymmmm
able from a Summit vendor for
$11,200. He urged officials (o give
the green light to the one-ton, ambu-
e e

to air
cylinders, foam, So-footmllgl?oscs

 and other vital L

O
two
ew 0 1983, nda 1965 tadel which
muwdasab':cem Chnefumﬁ
explained at the agenda meetin,
e i oo hecc
ss (o transpon.
whwhmaybeneceswyelqcm&
sceacofan atone time
said ﬂmﬁghmm% had to bring
along gear in their own vehicles or
l'enrn 10 headquariers (o get addi-

tional equipment,
Tﬁewlalcos(otmﬂﬁhgtheuﬁlily
vehicie “road ready,” 005
the Chief, will be nearly $22,000. in
addition to the cost of the unit itself,
this figure reflects $5,500 for a new

categories. Commiitee members

(AN

Interviews Are Underway
For Community Assessment

One by one they are entering the Fanwood Library or the Community
House and telling a professional interviewer what they think are
Fanwood’s strengths and weaknesses. The interviewing is the first phase
of the borough’s Community Assessment.

A little more than a year ago, Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.
dnoughtFanwoodmcdtedmAll-AmedcanCiﬁesdesignauon Acom-
mittee was formed ¢o took into that possibility.

Members of the committee found that the first mandatory siep
nomination was to evaluate the community’s general simdonin w

the valuoe of a

recognized
broad-based evaluation for Fanwood and its residents. Thus, the focus

moved fromobtaining the All- American Cities designation totaking an
in-depih look at Fanwood’s infrastructure.
The information gathered thvough the assesament process will guide
boroughleadeuhlpmplannhgfonhemslcenmwnenmisgoal
CONTINUED ONPARE 10
DRS’AMENDING OF APPROPRIA

paint job; $3,000 for a 117-kilowatt
enerator; $1,200 for the radio, and

00 each for installation of brackets
10 hold the air cylinders and for new
letiering on the vehicle.

During the agenda meeting, Coun-
cil President Brace H. Walshex
reservationsover purchasing util-
ity vehicle at the present time, and
recommended that a comparison
study be made of fire departments
which are similar in size to Fanwood.
Councilman and Fire Commissioner
William E. Populus, Jr., presented data
on several communities during last
week'smeeting, including Garwood,
Mountainside, Duncilen, Kenilworth,
Roselle Park and Winficld.

The report revealed ihat, altbough
their budgets varied, most of those
communities were equipped with
ambulance-type utility vehicles like
the one which was ultimately ap
proved by the council for Fanwood.
At the cmlclnsitén of mc\."m
Populus’ feport, Counci alsh
remarked that “it’s abj surprise tome

andl’'mglad we have statistics,”
adding that he would now support
of the unit,

“We need this kind of equipment o
keel) us of par with other communi-
tes,” the Council President remarked.

The council is expected to hold
further discussions surrounding the
addivional costs of g the ve-
hicle fof service. als confirmed
tbattheremSlS.(I!)avulablemcapi

lus funds, and other money
which been set aside earlier. The
council recently gave the Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad $25,000-w-
wards the purchase of a new ambu-
lance, and has also planned to con-
tribute moty to the fire department.
Council members addressed sev-
eral other issues during the nearly
two-hour meeting, ranging froin pend-
ing improvements to the borough's
infrastrucnure tospecial tributes, Coun-
cilman the borough’ sreg:e
o Sowerage Authonty (PARSA),
ty
gave anupdate on that organization's
work withthemunicipality inattempt-
ing to stem flooding problems in the
borough.

He revealed that, following heavy
rain on July 24, PARSA representa-
tives did inspections at several man-
bole sites to track water flow in the
sewer system. An inspection of
Willoughby Road, where residents
have experienced chromic sewage

indicated that the problem

is being caused by heavy flows com-

ing from elsewhere in the system, ac
CONTIWED ON PAGE 10
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Pending Congressional Decision on Federal Funding

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Speciolly Written for The Tomer
The $362 million Green
Brook Flood Control 0 stem
flooding in the Green Brook sub-ba-
sin— an areathat includes portions of
Union, SomersetdMiddiesex Coun-
ties — is on hold until the United
States C reconvenes in Sep-
tember to decide how much federal

money, if any, will be spent on the

pto,ectmthemwﬁscalyearbegin
ning on Wednesday, October

Last month, Democraucsenam
from New Jersey Frank Lautenberg
and Robert Torticelli surprised local
officials by amending a Senate ap-

bill to kill federal fund-
EE for the Mlood control project
publican Union C Free-

holder Henry W, Kurz reacted by say-
ing.“'lhcywokommeemh'eU;yer
y o ”

the senatoss actions “cavalier” and
without segard for “the long-term re-
percussions.” Mr. Kurz vowed (o in-
troduce a resolution this week to
county Freecholders g the two
senators to reconsider

forCongreman
Bobm local office indicated

Mr. Franks, reptesemmglheSevemh
DisuiclincludmgUmmC
sed by Senator Lauten
Senalot Toricelli's unendmem
to eliminate funding for the fleod
control project.

According to The Siar Ledger, both
said they were

senalors subsequently
willing to work with
Fonkdon o Joncf bl
secure or some
the project and seck a solution to the
controversial Upper Portion of the
1 where seven acres of water
detention basins are
negoﬁatedm ey Cu -hour deafl:m‘g
an wi
county and local officials for a one-
¥eardelay in seeking federal funds
the detention basins
while g the okay from local
offi with the rest of
the massive The disa\md

Upper Portion ofd:c
leestcosllyatSﬁSmd » while the
mmﬁng umas&?ﬁ"

0 y
Corpsof Engincers’ estimates,
ow, a compromise bill must be
hammered outiaacommitiee confer-
ence in September with both House
and Senate members, if the projectis
to survive.

The community of Berkeley
Heights in ar has questioned
the need for detention basins in the
county-owned Watchung Reserva-
tion. An independent lask force,
chaired by Flood Control Commis-
simTremrerank Meeks, 3nd, of
Plainfield, wasrecently fonmed among
community and county officials to
seek solutions to the disputed Upper
Portion. Scotchlesmpresenlnuve

JE NI L, T S

tothetask force, Dennis Harrington,
expects aone-yeardeadline atmost,
fotthe fact- rmdinﬁrcup

aswelldmdmemaybe
other possible detention basin siles
farther down the Watchung Moun-
tains. A key aspect of the proposed
lhuee-pmngedﬂocdcmuolm.icia

sionm water at the opofthe
mnufmfadowmmmnbwa

The New Jersey chapier of the Si-
erraClubhas loggedom:mwith

need for flood protection,”

Sierra Club members have ques:
tioned proposed easthen leveesalong
waterways that they say will destroy
stretches of wetlands that now pro-
vide homes for wildlife. Mr. Ander-
son added, “We want them to con-
sidersolutionsthat take into account
‘buy-outs’ and floodproofing.” A
buyout eliminates development in
llood-pmne areas with government

fotvacan. The ng e

The floodproofing strat- -

egy raises existing homes and busi-
” pte&cledﬂoodlevels

erly inthe flood plain

be developed later if the project is
allowed to gothrough as is. Heques~
timshuwsafeﬁmnﬂoodmg area
really will be. “You can’t make an
cartbendam thatcan last foreves,” he
added. The affected flood comrol

area totals 65.2 square miles,

The Green Brook Flood Conteol
Project arose from the efforts of a
commission formedinthe early 1970s
afier severe flooding caused thou-
sands of dollars worth of damage and
uhimately six deaths in the Green
Brook sub-basin region. As recently
an October 1996 a flerce nor'easter
set loose flood waters that closed off

of Roule No. 22 under several
ectof water,

Chairmanofibe Green Brook Flood
Control Commission, Vernon Noble,

CONTINUAED OMPAGE 10

Green Brook Flood Control Project
Courleﬂ of US Army Corps of Eﬁheals‘
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