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COOLING OFF...Karen Halleck, Media Specialist at the McGinn Elementary
summer off to a good start by distributi
reminder to “keep reading this summer.’
. with shells and sea creatures and added assorted heach
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School in Scotch Plains, gets her students’
the district’s summer reading lists (o them along with an ice pop treatand a
Miss Halleck turned her “story well” into a temporary tidal basin decorated
phernalia along with the recorded sounds of sea gulls and

o

R imiatt

the crashing surf, to dramatize her message that readingisa “cool way” 1o pass the time while school isout. Reading lists
were distributed (o all district students and summer reading incentive programs have been planned and promeoted for

every grade level.

By JEANNE WHITNEY

RETIRED

DIRECTOR TO RETURN ON INTERI!

{ BASIS

Susan Tillis Leaving District
As Head of Special Services
Effective Friday, August 1

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specivtly Weinen for The Times

Director of Special Services for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District, Susan Tillis, will be leaving
her $88,769-a-year job by Friday,
August 1, to go to Bergen County,
where she will focus on special edu-
cation as the Director of Special
Services for the Westwood Board of
Education.

Retired Director .of Special Ser-
vices Eleanor McClymont will re-
turn to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district on an interim basis at $350-
a-day when Mrs. Tillis departs, ac-
cording to a personnel appointments
report. '

During her two-and-a-half years
with the local district, Mrs. Tillis
said her duties included supervising
attendance, guidance and nursing
staffs in addition to the special edu-
cation department. Mrs. Tillis said

Carolyn Sorge Making History as First Woman

To Join Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire Department

Specially Writter for The Times

“The best never rest,” is the
Scotch Plains Township Volunteer
Fire Department motto. Newly-ap-
pointed firefighter Carolyn Sorge,.
14, will spend the next year discov-
ering .what that company motto
means for her.

Like the other 36 firefighters
under the direction of township Fire
Chief Jonathan P. Ellis, Ms. Sorge
will be on call seven days a week,
24 hours a day. She is the only
female firefighter in the
department’s 12B-year history.
How do you become a volunieer
firefighter? By volunteering, said
Ms. Sorge.

“1 grew up in a howse where my
parents volunteered. My father was
on the rescue squad for |5 years
and President for 13, she said.

Ms. Sorge was only 16 years old
when she herself trained as an
Emergency Medical Technician
and began non-stop volunteering
with the Scoich Plains Volunteer
Rescue Squad, following the death
of her father. A younger brother is
also on the squad.

*“1 like helping people and help-
ing the town,” Ms. Sorge said,

So earlier this year, Ms. Sorge
approached Chief Ellis and told
him she was interested in velun-
teering as a firefighter. The Town-
ship Council appointed her oo Feb-
ruary 3.

Ms. Sorge spent-four months at
Union County Fire Science Train-
ing Academy in Linden and gradu-
ated with a class of 30 others that
included fellow township resident
Michael Cuccurullo, 25. Mr.
Cuccurullo joined the south side
firechouse, There was one other fe-
male student in the class. accord-

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Times are
reminded thatcopy should be E-mailed
or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday priof
10 publication. The Times' E-mail ad-
dress is goleader@aol.com. The fax
number is 232-0473,

Releases, pictures, and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office localed at 50 Elm Street or
through out mail slot. Te ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline we encourage E-mail or faxed
material,

Sponis storics which eccur prior (0
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline, Weekend sports events must
he submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepled up 1o 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, no more than 500 words in
length, and include a daylime tele-
phone number where the submilter can
he reached.

Forgvents which are plnned months

in aclvance, we encourage submission
i stories as early as possible prior 10
the cvent.
_ Piease nute that in additiop to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may he delayed duetospace
considerations. All submttals are sub-
Jiect 10 heinp cut due 1o length, edited
Yor siyle and clarification al the discre-
tion of the editor.
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ing to Ms. Sorge.

Firefighter Sorge also works full-
time as a secretary to Township
Manager Thomas E. Atkins in an
office across the street from the
north side fire station.

Now, when an alarm comes over
her electronic pager, Firefighter
Sorge — No. 55 — hurries over to
the firchouse. steps. intn overalls,
boots, jacket, gloves and bat and
climbs aboard an engine.

These days, firefighters ride in-
side hi-tech fire engines on seats
with oxygen tanks for backs that
snap out onto the backs of
firefighters as they descend from
the truck. They always team up
using “the buddy system™ and ev-
ery firefighter wears a personal

alarm that sounds after 30 seconds .

if no motion registers.
So far, Firefighter Sorge has an-

“swered two calls in the township

that involved burning houses.

“T was working outside,” she said.

One of the academy training re-
quirements, however, is fighting
an actual fire at the “burn build-
ing," according to Ms. Sorge. What
is it like? “It’s very hot,” she said,
“and you get very close to the fire."

“I'm not afraid. But you think
about your first real fire and what's
really going to happen. When ev-
eryone is going out, we are going
in,” she explained.

Fortunately, a good number of
township calls for the fire depart-
ment are false alarms from security
systems. The department, however,
also participates in the Mutual Aid
Agreement to back up and assist
neighboring fire departments on

~calls.

“If's important to work as ateam,”
Miss Sorge said, “and everyone
has been very helpful”

Jenrno Whitney kv The

. 7
ALWAYS ON CALL...Carolyn Sorge stands in front of a Scotch Plains ﬁ”g .

depariment ir iis 128-year history.

But she has ended up with a pri-
vate bathroom at the firehouse, at
least until another female joins the
department. -*“There are no sleep-
ing quarters, since it's volunteer,”
she said, “but there is a lounge with
a television. You need to unwind
after a call”

Does her family worry about ber
work as a firefighter? “They are
very suppogtive of what 1 do,” she
said. “I think I'm here to stay for
awhile.”

Firefighter Sorge, a lifelong'

township resident, said she recently
joined the professional organiza-
tion of Fire Service Women of New
Jersey. Shereports there is a woman
Fire Chief from a southern New
Jersey town and two women
firefighters form the New Provi-
dence Department.

“I'm a firefighter like anyone
else. As long as you can do it, that's

. truck. Ms. Sorge was recently appointed as the first woman to join the

what’s important. That’s why you
do these things, because you want
to help,” she concluded.

her “real interest” is special educa-
tion.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict currently spends over $1.8 mil-
lion for special education alone out
of a total budget of nearly $42 mil-
tion. Mrs. Tillis, a Morris County
resident, said Westwood is asmaller
district than Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

At Mrs, Tillis' recommendation,
the Board of Education récently
okayed an additional $ 180,000 pro-
gram for district 3-to-6-year-old
children who show signs of being
autistic.

Mrs. Tillis added that Mrs.
McClymont's interim role would
provide “continuity” for the district.

Inarelated matter, Superintendent
of Schools, Dr. Carol B. Choye asked
the board to approve over $18,000
for summer school for special edu-
cation students, Mrs, Tillis said these
are students who “might lose all
they've learned over the year,” if
they took a two-menth break, Offi-
cials said 8 percent of the district's
special education students requires
the extended school year.

In other business last Thursday,
the board voted 9-C to approve six
different textbooks for purchase af-
ter district Social Studies Supervi-
sot Pat Boland told members the
need for new baoks did not signal a
new curriculum but a change in em-
phasis in the subject.

“l don’t see any major content
change,” she said. Howevet, “thereis
a very new emphasis en geography,
the humanities, fine irts and writing
and thinking skills.”

. Mrs. Boland added, “We have done
an extensive cutriculum review with
every teacher in the department on
this. I"d like public input next year.”

She came to the district from the
Livingston Public Schools last year.

The cost of 350 new sixth-grade
science textbooks will be $15,000,
according to Assistant Supervisor
for Instruction Dr. John R. Crews.
Budget constraints will determine
the number of high school Advanced
Placement government and history
textbooks to be bought, officials in-
dicated. The approved books rangein

Fireworks, Entertainment
To Mark July 4th Holiday

Having afamily barbecuethis week-
end but looking for some family en-
tertainment ? Eight municipatities in
Union County wilt feature fireworks
displays with several of these towns
alsoproviding entertainment forchil-
dren and adules alike.

Local residents will not have to
venture far tomorrow night tocatcha
glimpse of fireworks displays. as

Mountainside, Cranford and Clark,s
as well as other Union County com-

munities, will be shooting off rock-
ets. There will also be plenty of fam-
ily entertainment,

" Township Post Office Expansion
To Begin This Saturday, July S

Temporary Trailer to Be Situated in Parking Lot

The Uniled States Postal Service
today has announced plans toexpand
the Scotch Plains Post Office, lo-
cated at 536 Park Avenue. Extensive
renovation work will begin this Sat-
urday, July 5, and continue through-
out the rest of the year.

Commenting on the planned ex-
pansion, Scotch Plains Postmaster
Elvoid Christmas said, “This post
office was builtin 1961, and we feel
that expansion is necessary to better
serve the needs of postal customers
in our community,”

In addition to an expanded post
office box section with over 200
new units available for rental, the
renovation will include a *“Postal
Store,” the newest concept in retail
postal products.

“Our customers will be amazed at
our new look whenthey walk into our
fobby and see stamps, packaging sup-
plies and stamp gift items on open
display,” said Postmaster Christmas.

Current box and retail services will
continue in a temporary trailer sta-

1

tioned in the post office’s parking
lot,

Postmaster Chrisimas added, *“We
apologize for any inconvenience
which may result from the renova-

2.

tion. However, we're confident that
our patrons will appreciate the ex-

panded range of services available to
them when the work is complete.”

SLATED FOR EXPANSION...The Scotch Plains United States Post Office
will be expanded to include a post office box section along with a “postal store”
for retall postal products. Coensiruction, which is set to begin this Soturday,
July §, will continue through the remainder of the year, .

Mountainside’s display will begin
atdusk outside Deerfield Elementary
School on Central Avenue, located
off Route 22. Cranford's events will
be held at Nomahegan Park begin-
ning at 9 p.m.

Clark’s display will be Saturday
night, July 5, on the athletic field at
Arthur L. Johnson High School on
Westfield Avenue.

A full night of festivities has been
planned for Springfield, as well, The
Independence Day Festival, to be
held at Meisel Avenue Park on Meisel
Avenue, is being sponsored by the
Springfield Chamber of Commerce,
Office of Emergency Management
and Recreation Department,

Springfield's festivities will kick
off at 5 p.m. withfireworks io beginat
9:15 p.m. A donation of $2 will be
requested for park maintenance,

The New Jersey Pops Orchestrawill
entertain during Summit’s festivities

- at Memorial Park, which will include

games, rides and refreshments. Fire-
works will follow the performance,
Union Township's- celebrations
will be held July 4 at Biertuempfel
Park. The day’s events, from 1 to 4
p.m., willinclude kiddie rides, a pony,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

price from $21.57 to $46.99 each

Every five years, parents as wella>
faculty review proposed textbouks
as part of a general review of districl
departments. Board members siid
they rely on the opinions of distnct
educators and residents when they
approve textbooks. Textbooks are
usually available to residents in he
board offices, members added.

Newly-elected board member Tho-
mas Russo said he reviewed poriions
of the approved textbooks.

“[ tound the quality of the history
text, especially the course readings.
to be exceptional. 1 found themtobe
comparable to college level text-
booksthatI"m familiar with,” hesaid.

In other business, the board ap-
proved eight district bus route bids
for the coming year that total
$118,000. The cost for four of the
bus routes rose 33 percent from last
year, according to officials, since
the district had not changed contrac-
tors for six or seven years in a row.

One route dropped 2 percent in cost,

and three others decreased 5 per-
cent, officials said, .

“We haven't exceeded the budget
that was presented in March,” dis-
trictspokesman Matthew Clarke said.

In other business, the board voted
to approve, with changes, a lengthy
list of employee salaries and status
for the summer and coming school
year. For example, a district clerk
may earn $5.05 an hour while a
teacher eams $25 an hourand a thera-
pist or psychologist earns $50 an
hour, according to the report.

Officials said updated personnel
data would probably be ready by the
next meeting, Thursday, July 10

On a separate issve, the board de--

bated whether a $23,000-a-year
membership in the New Jerscy
School Boards Association (NJSBA)
should continue to be required of
local school boards by the state. A
board resolution in support of the
NISBA passed, 6-3.

The majority of board members
praised the NISBA for collecting
information about contract negotia-
tions, legislation and trends that ai-
fect education and sharing it wilh
member school boards across the
state.

“IThave never worked with an orga-
nization so professional,”™ board
member Jessica D. Simpson said.

On the other hand, board members
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr.. Albert [.
Syvertsen and Mr. Russo rejected
the notion that state law should re-
ﬂgw districts to spend money for

NJSBA membership.

“I think our membership in this is
invaluable. But we can’t force 600
other districts to join,” Mr. Russo
said. Mr. Sy vertsen simply called the
resolution to support membership in
the association, “odious. | urge ev-
erybody here to vote no on it. What
have they done for us?"

Other members saw the NISBA 15
a powerful lobbying antidote 10 the
New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA) whose members are teach-
ers around the state.

On arelated matter, board member
Richard Meade alerted the board ©
Proposed state legislation thai woull
do away witha school board's optivn
to enforce a “last best offer” in con-
tract negotiations.

“I’s a 100l that’s infrequenil
used,” Mr. Meade noted, “but | think
L encourages parties to come 10 9
resolution. It has a deterrent effect.”

Board member AugustL. Ruggiers
pointed out that if o contract apree-
ment can not be reached between
parties, the previous year's conlract

CONTINVED ON PAGE 15

Marlene VerPlanck and Trio
To Perform on the Green

" T}ur:n Sﬁ;ﬁ; !;ll;i%a;l %u::;lrr?lm Arts Comn]iltee will host Martene VerPlanck and
e h A ming pop jazz on Th ; he
committee’s | 8th Annual VillageGrcerI: reday. July 10. P o
on the Village Green at the Scoich Plains Municipal Building, locaied at 430
Pnr}i Avenuc. In case of rain, the concert will be moved indoors Lo the Scotch
Phains-Fanwood High School Auditorium on Westfield Road.

Upcoming Thursday concertsin the Village Green Series include:

ummer Serics, the concert willbe held

* July | 7, “Eternally Elvis,” re-creation of i \ .
¢ July 24, Jerry O'Toole, country music, an Elvis Presiey cancert

July 31, Lord Observer, reggae/calypso,
ngust 'i*a'l"ge Ianemos. doo wop 1o disco,

vgust 14, New York Classical Strings, seven-pic . .
August 21, Walrus Band, tribute to thge Bcaflgsl.”wc ensemble
August 28, Tony Corbiscello Orchesira, 17-picce big band.

For additional information, please call ihe R i 'pi i
, 6700, Exiension No. 220, eereation Department
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