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MAN MADE DISASTER...Justin Hensal, |
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SCIENCE AT WORK...Steph Koleda, left, and Samantha MéCarthy perform
awater and sound demonstration during School One’s science fair on March 14,
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FANWOOD MAYOR, RESIDENTS CITED FOR RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Borough Council Adopts 1997 Municipal
Budget Representing (0 Percent Tax Hike,
Okays Ordinances to Fix Infrastructure

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
formally adopted its $5.5 million
municipal budget for 1997, marked
by a0 percentincrease in the borough
portion of residents’ tax bills, during
atwo-hourregular meeting last Thurs-
day which was broadcast live over
Cable Channel 35.

While the budget actually reflects
a3.98 percent, or $211,256, increase
over last year’s spending plan, tax-
payers will not have to bear the addi-
tional expense because of a $254,000
state grant received by the borough
for work which had been done on
Helen and Second Streets.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and
Councilman Louis C. Jung, a mem-
ber of the council’s Administration
and Finance Commiittee, each com-
mended the governing body and
municipal department heads for their
efforts in bringing the flat budget in

A

e willlam A. Burke for The Times
eft, and Philip Assad cause a volcano eruption with basic chemicals during
last Friday’s science fair held at School One in Scotch Plains. Various scientific societies and representatives of local
organizations had exhibits alongside those created by the school children.

on time. The budget was introduced
during the council’s regular meeting
on February 13.

Council President Bruce H. Walsh
advised members of the audience,
however, thatachieving abudget with
a 0 percent tax increase may not al-
ways be possible. He noted that the
state and federal governments, in
implementing tax decreases, would
no longer be funding certain pro-
grams which would have to be picked
up by local municipalities.

Two bond ordinances and a 1997
Salary Ordinance for borough em-
ployees also were adopted by the
governing bady. The first bond ordi-
nance authorizes the appropriation of
$110,000 and the issuance of
$104,500 in bonds to repair the
borough’s sewer system. Officials
hope that improving the infrastruc-
ture will alleviate such problems as
sewage backing up into homes on
Willoughby Road.

The second bond ordinance calls
for the appropriation of $406,080 and
the issuance of $385,776 in bonds for
general improvements to borough
structures, including road and bridge
reconstruction, curbreplacements and
improvements, building and storm
water improvements, and the pur-
chase of computer equipment.

Council members also approved a
resolution in support of Assembly
Bill No. 2006, currently in the
Assembly’s Education Committee,

~ which would require school districts

to provide transportation for public
school pupils living along hazardous

. routes. Under thecurrentcriteria, stu-
_ dents are only eligible for bus service

if they live two miies from their el-
ementary school or 2.5 miles from
their high school.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz
announced that the seventh annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala, to be hosted
this year by Scotch Plains Mayor
Irene T. Schmidt, will be held on
Friday, November 7, beginning at 7
p-m. at the Shackamaxon Country
Clubin Scotch Plains. Theeventben-
efits the Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee, which is dedicated to pre-
venting substance abuse by educat-
ing both youth and adults about the
dangers of tobacco, alcohol and drugs.

The committee, comprised of rep-
resentatives from both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, is seeking nomina-
tions of local volunteers to be hon-
ored during the formal dinner. Nomi-

Township Council Hears Report From Committee
On Planned Dredging of Brookside Pond in Fall

By ALEXANDRA JELKES

Speciatly Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil,heard a report Tuesday night from

the Brookside Pond Renovation Com- -

mittce on the latest developments
pertaining to the dredging of the pond
this fall. Last week, officials reported
that the results of soil tests from the
pond indicated no hazardous levels.

Committee member Kenneth
Anderson indicated to the council
that funding has been received and

that a soil analysis has been com-
pleted. He added that an applica-
tion had been made to the State
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection for walking trails around
the pond. An engineering construc-
tion firm will review the findings of
the soil analysis and report the re-
sults to the community.

Nick Denichilo, who is ahydraulic
engineer and a volunteer on the
project, gave the council a progress
summary and an evaluation of the

dredging of the pond. Mr. Denichilo

explained that the Brookside Park

Committee came forward and pre-

sented a feasibility study. He showed

the council a map of what needed to
“be done with the pond.

The concern, he said, is with the
amount of spoils in the pond.

“It needs to be dredged,” he added.
“Additional problems were found
due to significant erosion of banks.
Banks need stabilization. These are
the key components that require re-

habilitation and will preserve the
value of the pond.”

“It will prevent silt, but it won’t
stop it altogether. It will help in the
long term. Dredging is needed,” Mr.
Denichilo added. “Our reports tell us
that the last time the dredging pro-
cess occurred was 198S. It's defi-
nitely time for a clean up.”

In addition to stabilizing embank-
ments, the volunteer group found
that putting a few fountains in the
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nations, which are due by the end of
June, may be sentto The Organizing
Committee, 1997 Mayor's Gala, care
of the Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, 07076.

Councilman Walsh reported that
Police Chief Anthony J. Parenti met
earlier this month with members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-
Teacher Association Safety Council
to discuss traffic safety issues near
McGinn Elementary School and
School One which were outlined in
two letters from area residents.

Chief Parenti said on Friday that
some parents have been making K-
turns on RooseveltAvenue after drop-
ping their children off at McGinn,
rather than going down to the cul-de-
sac at the end of the street to turn
around. The writerof oneletter main-
tained that this practice posed a haz-
ard to children walking to the school.

The second problem, according to
the chief, involves parents who leave
their vehicles parked on Madison
Avenue while walking their children
to School One. There are no side-
walks on Madison, and the parked
cars mean that children have to walk
further out in the street on their way
to school, he said. The chief con-
firmed that the Fanwood Police De-
partment is studying the situation to
determine whether sidewalks should
be installed on Madison.

During the first portion of the meet-
ing, Mayor Connelly announced the
appointment of Wilma Mende as a
member of the Environmental Com-
mission through December 31, 1998.

She also made a presentation to Tom
Pearson and Peter Righette, owneis
of the Fanwood Grille, which re-
cently opened on South Avenue. The
Mayor explained that it would be a
new tradition to welcome new busi-
nesses to the community.

A proclamation was issued to Eric
J. Breidenstein, an 18-year-old stu-
dent at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, who was recently named as
the recipient of the Eagle Scout
Award, the highest award bestowed
by the Boy Scouts of America. As his
Eagle Scout service project, Eric co-
ordinated a cleanup and beautifica-
tion project for the wooded area be-
hind the First United Methodist
Church of Scotch Plains.

Additional proclamations were is-
sued in recognition of March as Na-
tional Middle Level Education Month
and Women's History Month, and of

- yesterday, Wednesday, March 19, as

Youth Art Day.
Seven students from Terrill Middie
_School, along with Assistant Princi-
pal Joseph Farrell, were on hand as
the Mayor read the proclamation in
honor of National Middle Level Edu-
cation Month. The national obser-
vance, as described in the proclama-
tion, celebrates the *“‘distinctive mis-
sion of the Middle Level School” in
the course of a youngster’s total edu-
cation.
" In reading the proclamation in
honor of Women’s History Month,
the Mayor highlighted the “critical,
economic, cultural and social role”
which women have played in Ameri-
can history, noting that women have

Court Hearing on Challenge to Freeholders Replacement
Of County Ultilities Authority to Resume This Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Writen for The Times

' nion County is in the midst of a
new dilemma this week as a ncvyly
apnointed seven-member Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA)
#td the current nine commissioners
"1 the agency await a judge’s deci-
s on which one will be the legiti-

iate authority. )
"t the center of the legal battle is
~tether the Democratically-con-
““iizd Board of Chosen Freeholders
"1 the power to reorganize the cur-
"t 1une-member UCUA and replace
e with a smaller agency. Follow-
< *he hoard’s 6-3 vote along party
 the Republican-controlied utili-
authority’s legal counsel, John
“\.appeared incourtat 9 a.m. last
' i seeking a restraining order on

© oard's action.

' Coley has charged that the
sust show cause as to why _lhe
" Commissioners were being
* v, | Superior Court Judge Ed-
W Reglin, Jr., the county’s As-
© o ent badge., received a promise
" on County Special Counsel

ol

Jonathan L. Williams that the new
authority will not officially take of-
fice until the judge has rendered a
decision.

Judge Beglin has ordered attor-
neys to supply legal briefs regarding
the matter by tomorrow, Friday,

.March 21. The court hearing will

resume this Tuesday, March 25,

The ordinance to reorganize the
UCUA enacted by the Democrats
was in response to a decision handed
down last summer by United States
District Court Judge Joseph Irenas.
Inthe Atlantic County case, the judge
ruled New Jersey’s waste flow con-
trols (which dictate where trash can
be disposed) violate the commerce
clause of the United States Constitu-
tion.

That decision has been appealed
by the state to the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals. Also, Atlantic Coast
Demolition, which filed the lawsuit
against Atlantic County, has appealed
the judge’s two-year stay following
the appeal process for counties to
initiate alternatives 1o the current
waste flow system. These include

”

making the five incinerators currently
in operation more competitive.

Mr. Williams has said arguments
on the Atlantic Coast decision were
heard in December and that a deci-
sion, significantly cuttingthetime on
Judge Irenas’ two-year stay, could
come down shortly.

He said that failure of the UCUA
toimplement lower disposal costs by
the time the stay is lifted will cause
“financial chaos” in Union County
since all 21 municipalities within the
county will be permitted to pull outof
the incinerator agreement, thus re-
ducing its tonnage.

Officials have said this will hap-
pen unless disposal fees at the incin-
erator are lowered to compete with
out-of-state landfills.

“You can't decimate this authority
ot any other authority,” Mr. Coley
warned the Freeholders last week,
noting that if this was the case the
Republicans could replace the new
Democratic authority if they regatn

* the majority of the Freeholder board

in a few years.
“It would just goaround and around

¥

in a circle and pretty soon nothing
would ever get done,” said Mr. Coley,
adding that the passage of the ordi-
nance was a “waste of taxpayers
money.”

The Democratic Freeholders voted
in favor of creating the new board
during a raucous meeting in which

- they were heavily criticized by both’

the three Republican Freeholders and
members of the environmental group,
Concerned Citizens of Union County.

Democratic Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda d. Stender said the
board’s action was necessary in order
to put in an authority that will imme-
diately initiate programs that will
make the county incinerator com-
petitive, should Judge Irenas’ deci-
sion be upheld in the United States
Court of Appeals.

She said with the judge's ruling,
the county is facing a crisis. Mrs.
Stender said the current authority has
not the steps to begin to make the
incinerator competitive. She said the
board thus needed to take all legal
steps available to it to ensure the
facility can stay alive in a post waste

flow environment.

She said the Freeholders had asked
the UCUA to provide answers as to
how it was attempting to lower costs
of its operation including the dis-
posal fees.

*“This ordinance allows us to make
the change so that we can have a
utilities authority to implement the
policies reflectiveof this board,” Free-
holder Stender ¢xplained, noting that
the new Freeholder majority's policy
is to be “proactive” in order to ensure
the county’s incinerator remains com-
petitive. The Democrats regained
control this past January for the first
time since 1991,

Mr. Williams said the Freeholders
have the right to take the necessary
steps to address the crisis by putting
in an authority which best reflects the
Freeholders’ opinions and philoso-
phies.

Republican Freeholders were
highly critical of thedecision, calling
it a purely political vote since only
the six GOP appointed UCUA com-
missioners were being removed. The
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also been at the forefrontin founding
charitable organizations and imple-
menting “progressive socialchange.”
She also called on residents to take
part in “‘ceremonies, activities and
reflection’ regarding Women’s His-
tory Month.

CouncilmanWalsh, during the pre-
sentation of council resolutions, an-
nounced that Mayor Connelly and
former Mayor Linda d. Stender had
recently received Women of Excel-
lence Awards from the Union County
Commissionon the Statusof Women,
an organization which focuses on
expanding rights and opportunities
for women in Union County.

Mayor Connelly and former Mayor
Stender, along with fellow Fanwood
resident Marjorie Odell, were cited
by the commission for their civic
contributions. Beforetakingofficeas
Mayor in 1996, Mrs. Connelly served
nine years as a member of the
Fanwood Borough Council. Former
Mayor Stender is now the Chair-
woman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, while Mrs.
Odell has been active in volunteer
work.

A resolution also was issued by the
Borough Council in suppart of the
Retarded Citizens Fund Drive spon-
sored by the Knights of Columbus.

Business Group
Dinner-Dance

Tomorrow Night

The Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Association will hold
its second annual major spring
fundraising affair tomorrow night,
Friday, March 21.

The Spring Fling Dinner-Dance,
tobe held at Snuffy’s-Pantagis, will
kick off at 7:30 p.m. and continue
until | am.

Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to meet business leaders dur-
ing a cocktail hour which will pre-
cede the dinner.

A five-and-one-half hour open
bar will be available for guests.
Also, throughoutthe evening,a live
disc jockey will entertain aitend-
ees.

MayorIreneT. Schmidt, who will
be among the guests attending, will
deliver a speech during the affair.

As part of the fundraising event,
a silent auction will be featured.

All proceeds for the dinner will
go to support the association’s
Downtown Beautification Program.
Association members and non-
members are invited to attend the
dinner-dance.

Tickets costs $45 per person and
may be purchased at Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop, located at 381
Park Avenue; or from Nuts ‘n’
Plenty, located at 1906 Bartle Av-
enue. Apple Blossom may be
reached by calling 322-4999 while
Nuts ‘n’ Plenty’s telephone num-
ber is 322-7388.

Tickets will not be available at
the door.

- Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submissionto The Times are
remindedthatcopy shouldbe E-mailed
or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday prior
to publication. The Times' E-mail ad-
dress is goleader @aol.com. The fax
number is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures, and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline we encourage E-mail or faxed
material.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend should be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced. no more than 500 words in
length, and include a daytime tele-
phonenumber where the submitter can
be reached.

Forevents whichare planned months
in advance, we encourage submission
of stories as early as possible prior to
the event.

Please note that in addition to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may be delayed due to space
Jconsiderations. Allsubmittals are sub-
jectto being cut due to length, edited
for style and clarification it the discre-
tion of the editor.




