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STILL NOT FORQOTTEN...What kind of holiday would it be without a traditional train set? The Fanwood Memorial
Library has the typical C_hristmas attraction set up for the entertainment of young and old train enthusiasts, maybe an
indication thateven in this age of interplanetary rockets and sophisticated computer technology the trains have notbeen

forgotten,

Visual Depictions Are Sought
By Council Regarding Zoning
Change for Detached Structures

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

With one meeting left to go before
the year's end, the Scotch Plains
Township Council met in confer-
ence Tue sday to_consider possible
zoning changes dealing with de-
tached secondary structures such as
garages on residential property and
a request by owners of a township
restaurant to further develop their
Raritan Road site.

The proposed amendment to the
township’s zoning lawsregarding sec-
ondary structures comes in the wake
of protests from Arrowhead Driveresi-
dents over astructure builton residen-
tial property in a neighborhood that

Fanwood Borough Council to Discuss Prospects,
For Aiding Residents Plagued by Sewage Backups

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council is
expected to hold a special public
meeting on Thursday, December 26,
at 8 p.m. during which officials will
discuss prospects for alleviating the
problem of sewage which has been
seepinginto homes along Willoughby
Roud and neighboring streets, and to
explainthecomplexities of refurbish-
ing the sewer system.

During the council’s regular meet-
ing last Thursday, Council President
Bruce H. Walsh reported that the
Public Works Committee, of which
he is a member, met the previous
evening with Borough Engineer Ri-
chard Marsden and Director of Pub-
lic Works Raymond Manfra to dis-
cuss the situation, which he said has
been exacerbated by pipes becoming
inundated with storm water and by
people being illegally hooked up to
the sewer line.

The councilman said the commit-
tee outlined approaches for dealing
with the problem, including sewer
line repairs, prioritizing what needs
to be done, educating the public about
how illegally discharging water con-
tributes to the problem and enforcing
regulations concerning illegal hook-
ups. Mr. Marsden was expected to
presentareport tothe governing body
shortly, covering these topics and
proposals, which will be discussed at
the meeting next week.

More than half a dozen residents
who have had sewage back up into
their basements publicly appealed to
the governing body at its November
14 meeting to bring them some relief
as swiftly as possible. Two residents
of Willoughby Road who testified at
the earlier meeting returned last week
to report that they and some of their
neighbors were planning to have
check valves or shut-off valves in-
stalled in order to prevent the sewage

Planning Unit Says Fence
Not Needed for Landscaper

By SALLY BECKWITH
Speciallv Wrinten for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
enjoyed a light agenda for its last
meeting of 1996 onMonday evening.
Two applications for site plan modi-
fications were presented by Site Plan
Committee Chairman Frank Webb.

Steven Costalos, owner of
Scapeabilities, a landscaping busi-
ness on Waldheim Avenue, requested
that he not be required to put up
chain-link fencing that was indicated

- on his original site pan.

As this fencing had been planned
for his own security purposes and not
inandated by the board, board mem-
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bers unanimously granted the appli-
cation under the conditions that Mr.
Costalos would not require board
approval if he wanted to add the fenc-
ing some time in the future, and that
he would add the fencing if this was
requested by his neighbors.

Represented by Westfield attorney
Steven Burke, Ms. Barbara Kukura,
Manager of the Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage real estate of-
fice on Park Avenue, requested board
approval for a free-standing sign to
be placed in front of the building. The
sign, approved by the Architectural
Review Committee, would be on a
brick base and internally illuminated,
asall external lighting of the building
and an existing sign has been repeat-
edly vandalized, according to Ms.
Kukura.

After whittling down the dimen-
sions of the sign to what they consid-
ered an appropriate size, the board
approved Ms. Kukura's request,

John Angeleria, owner of the Roy
Rogers restaurant on Terrill Road,
requested through his attorney Rob-
ert Kraus of Scotch Plains, that the
Planning Board recommend to the
Township Council that Shepard
Street, a paper strect bordering one
side of the restaurant property, be
vacated as a public right-of-way,
Robert La Costa, Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Officer, stated that both Shepard
Street and nearby Gable Street are
streets “going nowhere” because of

. undevelopable land behind them,

Mr, La Costa suggested that the
board, “in the interest of good plan-
ning,” recommend to the council that
both streets be vacated. Board mem-
bers unanimously agreed to take that
actlon,

Just before adjournment, Dr, Mar-
tin Marks rose to say that “This will
be my last meeting as a member of
the Scotch Plains Planning Board."
Dr, Marks was elected to the Town-
ship Councll this past November, He
thanked hiscolleagues for “four yenrs
of camaraderle,” and added that
Scotch Plalns residents should be very
grateful for the “hard work, dedica-
tion and commitment” of all Plan-
ning Board members,
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from coming into their homes.

While both said they regrettedshift-
ing the problem to otherhomeowners
living in lower sections of the bor-
ough, they emphasized that they had
no other options. “We have to do
something. We just can’t go through
this anymore,” observed Mrs. Jenni-
fer McGuire, who told officials last
month that she has had sewage spill
out of her laundry sink into her base-
ment several times in the last three
years.

She added that since she spoke at
the council meeting last month, three
more of her neighbors, twoon Russell
Road and another on Willoughby,
have come forward to tell her they
havealsobeenexperiencing thesame
problem. Mrs. McGuire suggested
that stronger enforcement of regula-
tions and penalties for people ille-
gally hooked up to the sewer system
would be effective measures in halt-
ing the problem.

“We just feel we have to do some-
thing,” added Mrs, Andrea Correll,
explaining the decision by her and
other Willoughby Road residents to
have the valves installed. “I would
hate to chase the problem to some-
body else’s house by doing this, but
it’s something we're forced into do-
ing.”

%ouncilman William E. Populus,
Jr., the governing body's Liaison to
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority, whichserves Fanwood,
urged the council to make the situa-
tion “‘a top priority.”

He added, however, that because
of the median income of Fanwood
residents, the borough did notqualify
for various sources of funding he had
investigated so far to help defray
pending repair costs. Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly noted that the
borough may be eligible for a Com-
munity Development Block Grant to
refurbish the sewer system.

In other news, the governing body
postponed its vote on a resolution
calling forthe Mayor and Council to

from far and near to view the display,

Wil
SCOTCHPLAINS TRAFFIC STOPPER.. This Victorian dwelling at the Junc.
tion of East Front Street and Myrtle Avenue hay long heen u Christmans eye-
catcher with its luminated displays, This year Is no exception and visitors come

enter into an agreement for general
liability insurance with the American
International Group (AIG), a com-
mercial insurance company. The
council is considering dropping its
membership in the Suburban Joint
Insurance Fund (JIF), a regional in-
surance pool, in orderto save $27,000,
orthe equivalent of more than one tax
point.

Although Councilman Andrew J.
MacDonald, Chairman of the Ad-
ministration and Finance Commit-
tee, and fellow committee member
Councilman Populus had recom-
mended during the governing body’s
December 4 agenda meeting that the
governing body switch from the JIF
to AIG in order to save taxpayers
money, Courcilpian MacDonald ad-
vised officials last week to table the
resolution while they “further con-

- sider the dimensions” based on addi-

tional information the committee has
received.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern,
who represents Fanwood as a JIF
Commissioner, reminded the govern-
ing body that participating munici-
palities must decide by Wednesday,
January 1, whether or not to renew
their membership in the JIF, which
also includes Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Mountainside, Summit,
Watchung, Bedminster and
Bernardsville.

The council approved a resolution
urging that an alternate source of
funding be developed to support the
state’s proposed plan for “thorough
and efficient education” other than
local property taxes. Sixty percent of
borough property taxes already go
toward the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district, and members of the
council said they did not feel resi-
dents, particularly Fanwood’s 22 per-
centseniorcitizen population, should
have to bear an additional burden.

Finally, Councilman Populus was
presented with the Gerry Boryea
Award by his fellow Recreation Com-
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reportedly includes an apartment and
garage with scant setbacks from prop-
erty borders. The Council agreed that
they wanted visual depiction’s of the
amendments proposed regulations
before deciding on them. The amend-
ment deals with building height lim-
its, roofs, lot coverage and setbacks,
according to officials,

A change from residential to
retail business zones is necessary
for owners Mr. and Mrs. George
Filippatos to make certain im-
provements, including develop-
ment of a strip mall on their Park
Place Family Restaurant site, ac-
cording to the officials. The town-
ship Planning Board told the
Council it already had two “infor-
mal presentations” in the past year
from the Filippatos’attorney, re-
questing a zoning change. The
council said it would recommend
the Planning Board seek the ad-
vice of an independent planner if
the Council decided to further
consider the zoning change.

In a separate action, Township
Manager Thomas E. Atkins said he
had authorized engineering consult-
ants Killam Associates to begin ‘pre-
liminary work” on the $1.7 million
sewerage pumping station projectthat
the Council introduced as a bond
ordinance last week. A public hear-
ing onthe proposed ordinance will be
held on Monday, December 23, dur-
ing the Council’s next regular meet-
ing, officials said.

In other business, Mr. Atkins told
the Council that Cranford was not
joining the Suburban Municipal Joint
Insurance Fund (JIF) but would stay
with its presemt grivate insurance
company. He said the Borough of
Fanwood had not yet voted on
whether or not to stay with the JIF for
another three years, and the Borough
of New Providence received a 30-
day extension on a decision to join

the JIF. Warren Township is also be-
ing considered for membershipinthe
fund, officials said.

Other current JIF members along
with Scotch Plains are Westfield,
Mountainside, Summit, Watchung,
Bernardsville, and Bedminster. Mr,
Atkins also told the Council that
Scotch Plains Township Hall will be
the site of JIF meetings for the com-
ing year, starting Thursday, January
9,at8 p.m. .

Inotheractivity, the Council said it
would consider moving ahead with
testing soil from the pond in
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue,
as a first step in plans to drain the
pond. Officials saidthey had received
the okay from the State Department
of Environmental Protection and
Energy as well as a $2,500 grant to
pursue the park’s Master Plan. )

The Council agreed to wrap up
year-end business with a resolution
tocancel any outstanding checks that
are at least six months old for a total
of about $3,600, following the rec-
ommendations of Township Finance
Director Al Steinberg. The Council
alsoagreed to consider the transfer of
$35,000 in funds to the Fire Depart-
ment for equipment purchases from
salaries and wages and fire hydrant
services accounts.

On a separate matter, the Council
heard from the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services that new lan-
guage used by the United States Cen-
sus Bureau regarding disabled indi-
viduals, that was subsequently incor-
porated into Community Block Grant
Program regulations, makes it more
difficuit to get funding to build a play-
ground that meets requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Officials noted that Mr. Atkins was
recently installed as 1997 President
of the New Jersey Municipal Man-
agement Association.

Weeding Out Information
Critical Skill Students
.  Need in Order to Succeed

National Consultant Addresses School Board

By BRIAN CAROVILLANO
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education heard from a celebrated
educational consultant last Thursday
onthe subject of curriculum de velop-
mentand where education is going as
this country nears the new millen-
nium,

Ms. Mary Ann Liebowitz, a
Lawrenceville resident, travels all
over America and the world to advise
teachers ondeveloping arealistic and
effective curriculum for today’s chil-
dren, On this night, Ms. Liebowitz
addressed the board on the subject of
whatrole the board should play in the
process of developing an effective
course of study.

M:s, Liebowitz, who was introduced
by Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye, as *a world-re-
nowned consultant,” focused prima-
rily on the changing face of educa-
tion and how districts, states, and
nations have to be flexible inorderto
accommodate for this flux.

“Technology has greatly altered and
added to the skills and knowledge
that students need to have," said Ms,
Liebowitz, but at the same time, she
cautioned, not everything has
changed, sothrowing out the oldstan-
dards and starting from scratchls not
necessarily the answer,

““We as educators need to be able to
ad_ﬁ‘t." she said.

e technological evolution that
has swept through the schools has
brought with it a mass of informa-
tion, which if used properly, can be of
great use to both the students and the
teachers, Therefore, according to Ms,
Liebowitz, one of the mostimportant
skills 21st century students need to
have is the ability to weed throughall
this Information, and to determine
which of It is credible and useful,

“You need to know where this in-
formation is coming from,"” sald Ms,
Licbowitz, **What are the skills that
kidsneed to know todetermine what's
credible information?"”

As an example, Ms. Liebowitz
pointed out that on her own recent
trip to Singapore to act as a corault-
ant for the MinisterofEducation there,
her source of news from home was
the Internet. The trip coincided with
the November election in the United
States, and the most reliable source
of up-to-date information turned out
tobe the Internet, andnot CNN(Cable
News Network).

“But how do you know if this is
accurat+?” she asked. "How do you
know who is feedingthis information
in?"

Ms. Liebowitz went on to expand
upon the need to redefine the skills
that people will need to get by in
future generations. In addition to the
adventof computer-based education,
recent years have seen the divisions
between traditional disciplines be-
come blurred, “as cross-cutting top-
ics continue to grow.”” Mathematics,
science, English, and history can no

" longer exist independent of one an-

other, she advised the group. And
professional development has be-
come more of a concern as educa:
tionnl media have made thelr way
into the classroom.

“What do teachers need to know
now thatthey did not need to know in
the past?* Ms, Liebowitz asked the
board.

“Schools have to re-think what
they’re doing,"” said Ms. Liebowitz,
explaining thatthe board's role s not
on ?' to approve these changes, buttd
facilitate and particlpate in this pro-
cess, The board must be adaptable,
willing to work with teachers, ex-

erts, students, and the government
n order to determine what's best for
today's, and tomorrow's kids, she
explained,

s, Liebowltz cautioned the board
to remember that they do not repre-
sent themselves or thelr neighbors,
but the welfare of the district as a
whole.
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" Happy Holidays from
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