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Gavin A. Taylor, 97, Helped
Develop Butyl Rubber at Exxon

r Gavin A. Taylor, 97, of Medford
jied at Medford Leas on Monday
lovember 18.
Born in Maynard, Massachu-

.tts, he graduated from Tufts Col-
:ge in 1921.
"Mr. Taylor was a Westfield resi-

lient from 1942 until 1986. During
[hat period, he had worked for Exxon
'retiring in 1964. He was a member of
the Westfield Old Guard and the
Inosis organization.

Mr. Taylor was an active member
I" The Presbyterian Church in
Aestl'ield during his residency. He

fwas a long-time member of the
.merican Chemical Society and also

yJ the Charles A. Welch Masonic
Lodge of Maynard.

Mrs. Jean Petersen, 98
. Mrs. Jean Farnam Petersen of
Clark, 98, died Tuesday, November
12, at home.

Born in Pawnee, Illinois she had
lived in Washington, D.C. before
moving to Clark 62 years ago.

Mrs. Petersen had been the
children's librarian at the Rahway
Publ ic Library for more than 30 years,
retiring in 1978.

She was a published author, writ-
ing short stories, including the "Peter
Pig" series of children's books and
radio scripts for the program "Coast
to Coast on a Bus," a children's show
which aired on the former station
WJZinNew York City.

Mrs. Petersen was an actress with
the Rahway Theater Group. She also
was a member of the American Li-
brarians Association and All Saints'
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains.

Her husband, Henry Petersen, died
in 1989.

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs.
Nancy Godfrey of Clark and Mrs.
Carol Oakes of Fanwood; 10 grand-
children, and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

Services were held Saturday, No-
vember 16, at the Walter J. Johnson
Funeral Home in Clark.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Clark Volunteer Emer-
gency Squad.
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Mrs. Rose D'Amore, 72
Mrs. Rose A. D'Amore, 72, of

Scotch Plains died on Friday, No-
vember 8, in Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Italy, she had lived in Scotch
Plains since 1928.

She had been employed with New
Jersey Semi-Conductors, a subsid-

. iary of RCA Television in Spring-
field, for 15 years before retiring in
1980. She also was a crossing guard
fortheScotchPlains-Fanwood Board
of Education for many years.

Mrs. D'Amore was a member of
the Rainbow Club of Scotch Plains.

Surviving are two sons, Frank and
DavidD'Amore;four daughters, Miss
Brenda D'Amore, Mrs. Katherine
Barge, Mrs. Linda Foley and Miss
Kim D'Amore; three brothers, Henry,
Anthony and Dominick DeProspero,
and eight grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, November 12, in St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
following the funeral from the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
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Joseph Venturclla, 81
Joseph Venturella, 81, of Cranbury,

formerly of Westfield, died Tuesday,
November 12, in St. Peter's Hospital
in New Brunswick.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Westfield for40years before
moving to Cranbury three years ago.

Mr. Venturella had been a civil
engineerfor the Arthur Venneri Com-
pany in Westfield for 30 years before
retiring 25 years ago.

He also was the owner of the Robal
Corporation which owned gas sta-
tions in Union County.

During World War II, Mr.
Venturella wasa civil engineer work-
ing for the United States Army Corps
of Engineering at West Point.

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs.
Rcnee Farnclli and Mrs. Saundra
Undkorn; a son, Alan Venturelln;
two sisters, Mrs. Anna Motyka and
Mrs, Madeline Pazzini; two brothers,
Albert and Vincent Venturella; 10
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchil-
dren, and a greut-great-grandchild.

Services were held on Friday, No-
vember 15, in the Krowicki Corny
Memorial Home in Clark.
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John E. Braun, 88
John II Bruun. 88, of Westfield

died on Thursday, November 14, at
home.

He was burn in Philadelphia, where
lie had resided until moving to
I ladilunficld in 1938. In I948, he and
liis wil'e moved lo Weslfickl. where

I lie remained for the resl of his life,
Mr. Urnun had been employed lor

•Wyeurs us un engineer for Aetna Life
unil Casualty in New York until his

K'llrcnientin I973,
, He WHS predeceased by his wile,
[Mrs, Doris Drnun, in I9HH.

Mr. Hruun is survived by a daugli-
|ler, Miss Shelley Uruun of
Illrldgewutei'i two sons, Michael
lUruun ol'Chleugo and Peter Hruun of
INow York; two sisters, Miss Herthu
putin and Mrs, Laura Lilly, holh of
' Minsyl vaniiii II brother, Joseph I'lruun
l Massachusetts, iind seven yrarul-

[Milklrcn,
Services were private under the

direction of the Gray I'tinerul Home.
llK Hast llnuul Street, Westlield,

NuvtmitJuriM, ItiDU

He assisted in the development of
Butyl rubber while at Exxon and be-
tween 1945 and 1952 supervised for-
eign sales of Enjay rubber and chemi-
cals. Appointed Assistant Manager
of the Butyl division in 1956, he later
became manager of export sales to
Europe. In 1959 he had special as-
signments with Esso International in
Japan, Hong Kong and the Philippine
Islands. In 1960 he opened a Wash-
ington, D.C. office responsible for
developing commercial opportunities
lor Enjay with UnitedStates Govern-
ment agencies.

He was a member of a committee
formed at the request of NoelTaylor,
then head of the Westfield High
School Science Department, to ad-
vise the department and to provide
scientists to lecture students on Sat-
urdays. The 10-man committee was
composed of scientists from major
New Jersey corporations such as
Merck, Bell Labs and Exxon, which
Mr. Taylor represented.

He was a memberof theAlphaTau
Omicron fraternity, where he was
honored in 1995 as its oldest living
member. He was also a veteran of
World War I.

Mr. Taylor's wife, Mrs. Mildred
Taylor, predeceased him in 1978.

He is survived by a son, Gavin
Taylor, Jr. of Grafton, Wisconsin; a
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Glidden of
Sparta; six grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled by the
Lechner Funeral Home of Medford.
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Mrs. Lila Wilson Davis, 71
Mrs. Lila Wilson Davis, 71, died

Sunday, November 17, at her home
in Plainfield.

Born in Kansas City, Kansas, Mrs.
Davis had lived in Fanwood before
moving to Plainfield 19 years ago.

Surviving are her husband of 51
years, Bill Davis, Sr.; two sons, Bill
Davis, Jr. of Overland Park, Kansas
and Tom Davis of Marietta, Geonjia;
three daughters, Mrs. Candice
Wertzberger of Lawrence, Kansas,
Mrs. Susan Wientzen of Prairie Vil-
lage, Kansas and Dr. Amy Wright of
Town & Country, Missouri; four
brothers, Don Wilson of Genesco,
Illinois, David Wilson of Great Falls,
Virginia, Emerson Wilson of
Leawood, Kansas and Gilbert Wil-
son of North Little Rock, Arkansas;
two sisters, Mrs. Marilyn Patterson
of Prairie Village and Mrs. Linda
Newton of Fairway, Kansas, and 13
grandchildren.

Services were private.
Arrangements were handled by the

' Higgins Home for Funerals in
[Plainfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center Hospice, Park Av-
enue and Randolph Road, Plainfield,
07O6O.
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Mrs. Adele Villani, 74
Mrs. Adele Di Iorio Villani, 74, of

Westfield died Wednesday, Novem-
ber 13, at home.

Born in Campo di Giove, Italy,
Mrs. Villani came to this country in
1947 and settled in Westfield.

She was a communicant of the
Roman Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield.

Her husband, Lee Villani, died in
1985.

Surviving are three sons, Philip
Villani of Greensboro, North Caro-
lina and Leo and Victor Villani, both
of Westfield, and a grandson.

A Funeral Liturgy was held on
Saturday,November 16, at Holy Trin-
ity Church. Interment was inFairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were handled by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westlield,
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' Mrs. Barbara Heesch, 86 .
Mrs. Barbara G. Heesch, 86, of

Marlton, formerly of'Westfield, died
on Thursday, October 19, at West
Jersey Hospital.

She was born in Windsor, Con-
necticut.

She was married to the late Peter
Heesch.

She is survived by a son, Peter
Heesch, Jr. of Bonn Germany; a
daughter, Ms. Susan H. Henry of
Vienna, Virginia; a sister, Mrs.
Cnrlotta G. Almy of Duytonn Beach,
Florida, and five grandchildren.

Services were held on Friday, Oc-
tober25, at the LechnerFuneral Home
in Medford. Interment WHS in Rose
Hill Mcmoriul Park in Rocky Hill,
Connecticut.

Memorial contributions in her
memory may be made to theAmerl-
cun Cancer Society or the charity of
the donor's choice.
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Bruce Maddock, 85
IJruce Muddoek, 85, of Luke wood,

formerly of Fanwood, died Friday,
November 8, at Kim bull Medical
Center in Lakewood.

Born in Wyaiulolte, Michigan, he
luul lived In I'imwooil for 45 years
before moving to Lake wood three
yours ago.

I le was u plastics engineer at Union
Curhkle In I'iscalaway for 35 years,
retiring in the early l()o()s.

lie graduated from the University
of Michigan In 1935.

lie was a member of the Funwood
I'lTshyteriun Church.

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs,
Nancy .1, Maddock of llarrisburg,
Pennsylvania and Mrs, Huibiiru A.
West nf Milan, Michigan.

Navnmlinr :M ItillO

Mrs. Eleanor Hanlon Powell, 71,
Legal Secretary for Immigration

Eric R. Akerlund, 88, Publisher,
Won 1932 Olympic Gold in Sailing

Mrs. Eleanor Hanlon Powell, 71,
of Westfield died on Saturday, No-
vember 16, at the Hackcnsack Uni-
versity Medical Center.

She was born in Newark, where
she resided until her service time in
World War II. After the war, she had
lived in New York City before mov-
ing to Westfield in the 1960s, where
she remained for the rest of her life.

Mrs. Powell was employed as a
legal secretary for most of her life,
most recently working with the De-
partment of Immigration in Newark
before retiring in 1981.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Daniel Powell, who died in
1977, as well as her late brothers,
Edward Hanlon, Henry Hanlon and
Thomas Hanlon, and her late sister,
Miss Susan Hanlon.

Mrs. Powell is survived by adaugh-
ter, Mrs. Sarah Powell-Golman of
Williston, Vermont; a sister, Mrs.

Mrs. Rogerson, 89
Mrs. Marion Elizabeth Rogerson,

89, of Westfield died on Monday,
November 11, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit

Born in Elizabeth, she was a resi-
dent of Roselle for 50 years before
moving to Westfield Center, Genesis
ElderCare Network in Westfield in
1989.

Initiated in 1925 into the Augusta
Chapter of Eastern Star, she enjoyed
an active social life. As a member of
the First Presbyterian Church of
Roselle, she was recognized by the
Women's Association in Roselle for
her service to others and was made an
Honorary Life Memberof the Board
of National Missions.

Her husband, William Rogerson,
employed by the Si nger Sewing Com-
pany, predeceased her in March of
1985. They had been married for 59
years.

Surviving are a son, William A.
Rogerson of'Westfield; a sister, Mrs.
Lillian Sp"eeks of Oaklyn, and a
nephew.

Her body was donated to Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School Ana-
tomical Association.

Memorial services will be held
Sunday, December 8, at 2:30 p.m. at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Roselle, located on the corner of
Chestnut Street and Fifth Avenue.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Memorial Fund of the
First Presbyterian Churchof Roselle.
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Edward Yeats Sr., 59
Edward C. Yeats Sr., 59, of Jupiter,

Florida, a former Scotch Plains resi-
dent, died on Saturday, October 26.
in the Jupiter Medical Center.

Born in Dlainfield, he had lived in
Middlesex and Scotch Plains before
moving to Jupiter in 1992.

Mr. Yeats had been a Vice Presi-
dent and an owner of the Quality
Graphics Center in Roselle for many
years before retiring.

He was Treasurer, served on the
Board of Trustees, and was the Spe-
cial Project Coordinator, all in the
First Presbyterian Church in Roselle.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Julya
Yeats; three daughters, Ms. Debbie
Clayton, Ms. Gail Hoffman and Ms.
Dawn Broyles; three sons, Edward,
Stan and Tristan Yeats; 10 grandchil-
dren, and a great-grandchild.

Memorial services for Mr. Yeats
were held at noon on Saturday, No-
vember 16, in the First Presbyterian
Church in Roselle.
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Isaac Floyd Monroe, 64
Isaac Floyd Monroe, 64, of

Plainfield died Saturday, November
9, at the Lyons Veterans Affairs Medi-
cal Center in Lyons.

Born in Westfield, he had resided
in Plainfield.

Mr. Monroe had worked for the
Spray Drying Corporation, retiring
in 1982 after 40 years of service.

He was a veteran of the Korean
Conflict, serving in the United States
Army from 1952 to 1954.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Dor-
othy Monroe; two daughters, Miss
IvaMonroe and MissElizabeth Mon-
roe, and two brothers, James and
William Monroe,

Services will be held today, Thurs-
day, November 14, at the Plinton •
Funeral Home in Westfield.

Novsmber21, 1906

Margaret Was li n of Cl i fton; a brother,
John Hanlon of Spring Lake, as well
a numerous nieces and nephews.

Visitation was held Tuesday, No-
vember 19. Funeral arrangements
were handled by the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to the American Heart and
Lung Association.
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Mrs. June Gaines, 48
Mrs. June Gaines, 48, of Scotch

Plains died Saturday, November 16,
in the Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Rowan County, Kentucky,
she had lived in Flemingsburg, Ken-
tucky before moving to Scotch Plains
22 years ago.

Mrs. Gaines was a partner with her
husband, Paul Gaines, of I.V. Labs in
Lakewood. She was a graduate of
Iowa State University.

Mrs. Gaines is also survived by
two sons, Gregory and Christopher
Gaines; her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Vernon Bumgardner; a sister, Mrs.
Denise Alexander, and a brother, Paul
Bumgardner.

Memorial services were held on
Monday, November 18, in theTerrill
RoadBaptistChurch in Scotch Plains.
Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood.
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Rudolph Brown, 71
Rudolph R. Brown, 71, of New

York City, a former resident of
Westfield, died Monday, November
11, in Harlem Hospital in New York
City.

, Born in Sandston, Virginia, Mr.
Brown had lived in Westfield before
moving to New York City 35 years
ago.

Mr. Brown had been a self-em-
ployed salesman for many years be-
fore retiring six years ago.

He had served in the United States
Army during World War II and the
Korean Conflict.

Surviving are his spouse, Mrs.
Jeannette Brown; four sons, Elton,
Raymond, David and Adrian Brown;
a brother, Roy Brown; a sister, Mrs.
Geraldine Roane; -ight grandchil-
dren, and four great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Friday, No-
vember 15, in the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church in New York City.
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Mrs. Lizzie Mac Burton, 83
Mrs. Lizzie Mae Burton, 83, of

Edison, formerly of Scotch Plains,
died Monday, November 11, at John
F. Kennedy Medical Center in Edison.

Born in Twin City, Georgia, she
had lived in Edison for four years and
was a resident for 56 years of
Plainfield and Scotch Plains.

She was a homemaker.
Surviving are her daughter, Mrs.

Eunice Lee of Plainfield; three sis-
ters, Mrs. Lois Smith and Mrs. Mary
Ann Connor, both of Swainsboro,
Georgia, and Mrs. Matilda Brooks of
Philadelphia; two broilicis, Henry
Smith of Twin City and Louis Smith
of Ocala, Florida; fivegrandchildren;
five great-grandchildren, and agreat-
great-grandchild.
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Eric R. Akerlund, HS, of Princeton,
died on Monday, November 18, in
the Hunterdon Medical Center in
Raritan Township.

Born in Stockholm, Sweden, Mr.
Akerlund had lived in Plainfield for
31 years before moviriL1 to Princeton
in 1988.

He had been the publisher and
owner of Recorder Printer, an indus-
trial publishing company located in
Fanwood, for many years. He retired
in 1983.

Mr. Akerlund was a graduate of the
University of Stockholm.

Mr. Akerlund was an Olympic gold
medalist insailing in the 1932 Olym-
pics in Los Angeles, and was the son

of one of Hurope's largest publishers,
Fric Akerlund, founder of Ahlen and
Akerlund of .Stockholm, Sweden.

He was ;i life member of the
Plainfield Rotary Club.

Surviving arc his wife, Mrs. Gloria
Akerlund, and a son, Bill Akerlund.

A memorial service will be held at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue, West. Fanwood, Fri-
day, November 22, at 11 a.m. Inter-
ment will be private.There will be no
calling hours.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
he made to the Hunterdon Medical
Center Foundation, 2100 Wescott
Drive, Flemington, 08822.
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Paul A. Tobelmann, 85, Supported
Evangelical Mission Organizations

Paul A. Tobelmann, 85, of Shell
Point Village, Fort Myers, Florida, a
former Westlield resident, died Fri-
day, November 15.

Born in Hillside in 1911, Mr.
Tobelmann had resided in Newark
and the Oranges until 1940. He had
lived in Westfield for 50 years, and
was a member of the Grace Orthodox
Presbyterian Church.

In 1949, he co-founded Swepco
Tube Corporation of Clifton, serving
as President and Chief Executive
Officer for many years.

Throughout his life he was active
in supporting mission activities of
numerous evangelical organizations.

Surviving is his wife of 60 years,
Mrs. Adele Meyers Tobelmann; two
daughters, Mrs. Elai ne Grose of West
Linn, Oregon and Mrs. Ruth Grant of
Manlius, New York; two brothers,

Charles V. Coogan, 78
Charles V. Coogan, 78, formerly of

Westfield, died Friday, November 15,
at the Chandler Regional Hospital in
Chandler, Arizona.

Born in Newark, he had resided in
Westfield from 1947 to 1994. prior to
moving to Arizona.

He had been employed for 25 years
as a semi-tractor trailer driver for the
Trinity Bag and Paper Company. He
retired 18 years ago.

Mr. Coogan served in the United
States Coast Guard in World War II. .

He had been active in the Roman
Catholic Church of St. Helen in
Westfield and was a member of the
Knights of Columbus.

Surviving are two sons, Thomas J.
Coogan of Colorado, and Charles V.
Coogan of Sayreville; a daughter,
Mrs. Diane P. Hudson of Chandler,
seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements were
dandled bv the Gue{er Mortuary in
Chandler.'
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Charles Tobelmann of Los Angeles
and Henry Tobelmann of Burlington,
North Carolina; two sisters, Mrs.
Henrietta Reynolds of Georgetown,
Kentucky and Mrs. Betty Valoff of
Shell Beach, California; six grand-
children, and three great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will be held at
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
1100 Boulevard, Westfield, on Satur-
day, December 7, at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be made to the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association of
Minneapolis, Minnesota, orthe char-
ity of their choice.
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Robert J. Kennedy, 53
Robert J. Kennedy, 53, of Clinton

died Wednesday, November 13, at
Hunterdon Medical Centerin Raritan
Township.

Mr. Kennedy was born in Summit
and had lived in Bridge water before
moving to Clinton in 1986.

He owned and operated Wayside
Gardens, a garden center, in Summit
and Springfield. It was a family busi-
ness started by his father, Harry G.
Kennedy, in 193I.

Mr. Kennedy u;is a member of the
Nurseryman's Association.

He was a memberof the Immacu-
late Conception Roman Catholic
Church in Annandale.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Joan
E. Kostecki Kennedy; a son, Robert
J. Kennedy Jr. of Annandale; two
daughters, Mrs. Barbara J. Murphy
of Fanwood and Mrs. Kristin A.
Tindall of Lebanon; a brother,
Raymond Kennedy of Ortley Beach,
and two grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday,
November 16. at the Immaculate
Conception Church. Arrangements
uric/ dandled by the .Scjir/mni-Bripdr
Funeral Home in Lebanon Borough.

NovornbBr21, 1996

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

•1 Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
Joseph F Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Francis J. Dooley Jr.

Manager

Charles V. Dooley John L. Dooley

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

Forethought® funeral planning
can help.

ind out how
by calling,..

I-UNERAL
DIRECTORS

• Stiur 1HU7-

• /'Yftt/) //. (MAY, .III • DAVID It VliMW.L • U7/,/,MAM. DOYI.H
• rMlUWmi'liMUKL WAIILKIi >DM,l':sCII(H!STHA

I'ACfHiivc Ailministmtor William A, Doyle
W r c S l F I K I . D s HIM KIIMI l l r i m i l S I , , KriM II , ( i n i y , . l r , M | ; r , • m ( ) M U

C H A N K O l t l ) ; l i ! K i i n m i u H i l , V ' " . l)al<> K, S r l t o i i H t r u , 1 % , » H7tl-O0t)2


