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OWNER DISCUSS*

FIFTY CENTS

EMENT PLANS

Decision Postponed
On Variance Waivers
For Scotch Plains Zoo

David B. Corbln for The Times
IMLAISDERS FIELD...Members of American Legion Post No. 209 and Veter-
ans of Foreign War Post No. 10122, along with Fanwood Councilman Dr. Chester
Ijndscy, are pictured near the Memorial at the Fanwood Memorial Library.

William A. Burke lor The Times
STANDING AT ATTENTION...The Honor Guard takes part in ceremonies to
pay tribute to the war dead during Monday's Veterans Day ceremonies held at
the Scotch Plains War Memorial.

Township Council Considers Law to Silence
False Alarms From Home Security Systems

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Time*

In response to residient complaints,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
considered an ordinance last Wednes-
day nighttosilencenoisy false alarms
from home security systems that
sound for longer than 30 minutes.

At the council's conference meet-
ing, the matter was discussed at
length. Police and possibly fire offi-
cials would be allowed to disconnect
an offending malfunctioning audible
alarm system from outside a house,
according to attorney Julienne
Duncan, who has drafted portions of
the proposal for the township. Ms.
Duncan said the neighboring Town
oi'WcMliekiriu.s nuii <i similai uiann
ordinance for 15 years.

The township would continue its
ineicmental finesforeach false alarm,
officials noted. Officials also said
that when homeowners register or
renew the alarm system with the town-
ship, they would be made aware of
any new ordinancesdealing with false
alarms and liability.

In a similar vein, officials decided
nottoconsiderany zoningchangesin
an attempt to eliminate noise from
delivery trucks to a 24-hour conve-
nience store in a residential zone.
Several nearby residents have com-
plained to the township about early
morning deliveries, according to of-
ficials.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkinssaidnoi.se measured in deci-
bels from a deli very truck probably
did not approach New Jersey state
code levels for violations. Officials
said existing ordinances might
cover some aspects of the reported
deliveries.

Councilman Robert II Johnston
said he had seen delivery trucks
parked across roads in the township,
blocking traffic.

The council has also announced
that it plans to introduce a SI .7 mil-
lion bond ordinance to upgrade the
township sewerage system over the
next two years,Theordinance will be
introduced within the next two weeks.
Initial estimates by engineering firm
Killain Associates for the work were
$1.5 million, Officials have said the
township's four pumping stations will
be improved and pipes will he added
to handle incrcused sewerage.

The council also received a report
from the Planning Hoard lor the "ur-
ban design" of the central business
district. The report was a product of
the Master Plan Review Committee,
chaired by Couneilinan-Iilect IDr.
Martin Marks,

The council said it wants to ap-

point a committee by Wednesday,
January I, to work towards imple-
menting those recommendations that
prove "feasible." Among the ideas in
the report were combining parking

Mots on the south side of East Second
Street behind the stores; coordinat-
ing signs, paving, lighting and colors
in the business district and relocating
the Northside Firehouse to allow for
commercial expansion of thedistrict.
Mr. Atkins told the council, "No one
wants to move the firehouse."

In other business, officials said the
township finalized an upgraded bid
for a $76,970 dump truck that in-
cludes a $1,000 trade-in on a 1979

dump truck. A bid was also settled on
with resident R. J. Irvin for janitorial
services for the township at $400 per
month. The service includes floor
and carpet cleaning for the township's
library, the Scotch Hills Country Club
and Municipal Building, according
to Walter F. DiNizo, Director of Pub-
lic Property.

The council said it also wants to
move ahead with plans for a calcium
chloride de-icing system forthe roads
in anticipationofwinter weather. Mr.
DiNizo estimated a dispensing sys-
tem for two township trucks would
cost $11,500. Officials noted that salt
alone was not effective in de-icing

roadways in temperatures below 19
degrees Fahrenheit. The calcium chlo-
ride system works at zero, officials
said.

Mr. DiNizo indicated funding was
available in the Capital Equipment
Plan for the proposal. The council
will alsoconsiderjoining aused motor
oil recycling program through the
Union County Utilities Authority,
officials said.

Mr. Atkins said Friday, November
15, is the deadline for additional bud-
get requests from township advisory
committees. He said there is a 2.5
percent increase cap allowed for 1997
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Township Council to Initiate Actions
Toward Preserving Cannonball House

DEADLINES HELP
PAPER SERVE YOU

Those preparing press releases lor
submission In The 'Times are reminded
nil copy should be In Ihv hands ol I he
lidiiiirnt 50lilm Sired. Weslfiejd, by
4 p.m. on the Friday helore tlie Thins-
duy on which they wish H to iippenr,

Times releases also limy he mailed
lo hist Office Unx .MiH, Scoich I'lnlns,
()7()7Mi> meet IIKSIIIMVC requirements,

For events which hiippcn I hi; week-
end prior to piihlli.illoii, press releases
should reiieh the lidlKir by Monday ol
I tic week ol'piihlluillon ill IOn.ni.

Obituaries will he tnken iinlHTiies-
ilny ill .1 p.m.

I '
p

m events whli'hiirupliiiiiii'il weeks
or inoiillis In mlviuii'i', we eiiconnigc
submission ul sun Ms us emly us pus-
sllilu prior in the evenl,

The iihuve duiullliK's ure incnm in
enable us In pirpare your copy t.-tire-
I II 11 v.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
tyfcin/A Written fur Vie Time\

The Scotch PlainsTownshipCoun-
cil agreed to takes steps toward pres-
ervation and repair of the Osborn Can-
nonball House after meeting with
members of the township Historic
Preservation Commission, Historical
Society and historic preservation con-
sultantMrs, Nancy Zcrbe on Tuesday.

According to Commission mem-
bers, the wood shingle roof of the pre-
Revolutionary War house leaks and
officials doubt whether the structure
will survive the winter season without
sustaining some sort of damage.

Estimates on replacing the roof are
about $ 15,000, according to the Com-
mission. Repair to other parts of the
house and accompanying shed and
privy could double or even triple the
figure, also according to estimates.

The council said it hopes to qualify
for state matching grant monies to
restoreand preserve the historic house
after the site receives certification
from the New Jersey Rcgisterof His-
toric Places. There is a June deadline
for the 1997 round of grant awards,
Mrs. Zerbe said.

Formerly with the state Depart-
nienl of Environmental Protection
historic preservation offices, Mrs,
Zerbe encouraged the council to en-
list an architect to evaluate and set
guidelines for long- and short-term
preservation of the house, as part of
the application process for securing
a grant.

Mrs. Zerbe guessed the township
might he eligible for funding in the
$M),(X)() range with another 15 per-
cent of that for "up front" planning
costs. She said any money spent by the
towiishiptonmiiUninthchouseduring
the Iwo years prior to the grunt appli-
cation are included in the "matching
funds" toial requirement for the grant,
The matching funds ratio is one-third
to two-thirds on a non-profit applica-
tion, Mrs, Zerbe said,

The house, built in 17-12, got its
name niter repot led ly Inking a British
ciinnonhiill in the wall during I he
Revolutionary War Unttle of Shot!
Hills. The house, located on Front
Street mid now a museum, was pur-
chased by (he township in I(J71 from
Mrs, Irene Snook. Records show it
sold curlier, in I Htl, for WOO.

I'lesidonl of the township Ilislori-
c'lil Society and Construction Service
Special isls, Rlelmiil A. Uousi|iicl said,
"TlimisiiiidsoI'Mudi'iils puss through
the dour of lite Ciinnonhiill House
every yew,"

I lislocle h'esurviillon Commission
iiieiiihi'iiiiul volunteer tour yukle ul
l he house, Mrs., huly Tony, euiil'iniied

that "all the schools" bring classes to
tour the historic site. "Even groups
from other towns visit us," she said.

Councilwoman Mrs. Irene K.
Schmidt, Council Liaison to the His-
toric Preservation Commission, said
roof replacement for the historic site
had been an issue since 1994. Mr.
Bousquet said he and Public Works
Director Walter DiNizo agreed that a
new roof was in order for the house
now, since annual costs for repairs to
the structure would likely exceed the
cost of a new roof. Mr. Bousquet said
he would like to see a new roof on the
house "before Christmas" of this year.

Resident James Fawcett, Chairman
of the Historic Preservation Com-
mission said, "We can deal with it
(the roof and house) now, or in effect,
let it rot."

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins said if roof repair costs were
less than $ 11,700 there was no re-
quirement for the township to take
bids on the work, Officials said they
worried that the bidding process
would delay the roofing work into
winter weather. Fees for an architec-
tural assessment of the site would be
exempt from bidding, Mr. Atkins said.
It was unclear how other consulting
fees would fit into the process, offi-
cials said,

Mayor Alan M. Augustine, speak-
ing in favor of preserving the historic
site, said, "I think we know what we
have to do. Historic monuments must
be cared for."

Councilman William l;,
McClintock,Jr.,suid,"Wewanttogo
ahead with this."

Councilman Robert E. lohnston
reminded the council that in accept-
ing stategrant money, there would be
reviews and requirements of the work
done on the historic structures, even
down to the color of paint used, he
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BySUZETTESTALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Board of Ad-
justment heard approximately two
hours of testimony last Thursday con-
cerning an appeal by theownerofthe
Scotch Plains Zoo for exemptions
from variances related to his plans to
upgrade his facility. However, no
decision was reached by the conclu-
sion of the public hearing, which is
scheduled to resume on Thursday,
December 5, at 7:30 p.m.

Joseph E. Murray, the Berkeley
Heights attorney representing zoo
owner Harold Kafka, discussed the
improvements his client is hoping to
make to the 5.89-acreestablishment,
which is bordered by Terrill and
Raritan Roads and Clover Lane. Mr.
Kafka also testified during the meet-
ing, as well as engineer John Vincenti
of EKA Associates of Scotch Plains.

Animal-rights activists have pro-
tested that animals at the zoo are
being housed and maintained under
unsatisfactory conditions, and have
called for the establishment to be
closed and the animals relocated else-
where. A small group of activists
from the New Jersey Animal Rights
Alliance, based in Englishtown, at-
tended last week's meeting, but
were advised by board Chairman
Thomas P. Barth that they would not
be allowed to speak because the
board's authority only extended to
zoning concerns.

Mr. Kafka is seeking formal site
plan approval to renovate the facility,
which he has owned since 1993, but
requires multiple variances from the
township code to implement his pro-
posed improvements. The zoo owner
withdrew two of his original variance
requests, including one to build a
house for himself on the property and
another to remodel an existing two-
story, frame structure used as living
quarters and office space by a care-
taker.

The zoo is home to some 60 spe-'
cies of animals, including, lions, ti-
gers, jaguars and other large cats;
birds, llamas, monkeys, giraffes and
elephants, some of whom have re-
sided at the zoo for 20 years, accord-
ing to Mr. Murray. When Mr, Kafka
acquired the zoo three years ago, "the

animals were i n very bad conditions,"
his attorney said this week, adding
that his client has since been trying to
rectify the situation.

Mr. Murray told The Times that his
client was under the impression he
would not be able to clean up debris
or upgrade the zoo without first ob-
taining the necessary variances, but
that "the Board of Adjustment ap-
pears to be understanding of his situ-
ation at this point," and may give him
the authority to renovate the facility
prior to awarding of the variances.

The zoo owner is seeking to main-
tain the six-foot-high exterior fenc-
ing he erected around the property in
compliance with requirements estab-
lished by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), which
has jurisdiction over the zoo. The
fencing was in violation of the town-
ship code, however, which prohibits
the Tence from being more than four
feet high.

Mr. Kafka also requires a variance
for proposed interior fencing between
eight and 15 feet in height in order
keep certain animals, such as large
cats, from climbing over the enclo-
sure. Local ordinance requires that
the interior fencing be no more than
six feet high. The applicant is also
seeking board permission to erect
sheds adjacent to the animal pens to
provide more living space and better
protection for the animals during in-
clement weather.

The owner t>f the zoo has proposed
expanding the giraffe area by con-
structing a 50-foot by 80-foot struc-
ture for storage of hay which is cur-
rently kept outside. It would also
possibly house a truck used to trans-
port animals for breeding purposes
and for delivering them to other zoo
facilities, Mr. Kafka's attorney ex-
plained.

In addition, ie is seeking toexpand
the parking a *ea to create an exit
where the i .'. J. .e to the establish-
ment is currently located, and to
change the location of the entrance.
Mr. Kafka does not wish to pave the
parking area because it would in-
crease water run-off into the adjacent
Robinson's Branch of the Rahway
River and would take away from the
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Council To Review Consultant's Bid
For Downtown Redevelopment Study

By SUZETTE STALKER
Speiiallv Writtrn for The Times

During its agenda meeting on No-
vember 6, the Fanwood Borough
Council heard twopresentationscon-
cerning community development,
including a progress report on the
downtown revitalization effort and a
discussion with the head of a firm
which specializes in matching mu-
nicipalities with state and federal grant
programs.

Jack Molenaar, a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board and Chair-
man of the Fanwood Downtown Re-
vitalization Committee, confirmed
that bids had been received from sev-
eral companies to perform u study of
the municipality's business district
for the purpose of determining where
improvements and enhancements
should be made,

Officials and merchants hope to
rejuvenate the area, which fuces corn-
petition from retailers ulong nearby
Route No. 22 and from malls, by
upgrading building facades and pub-
lic amenities in the downtown, as

I'ltKNKKVINU THK CANNONIIAI,l,,,.TIie Sooted 1'liilnsTownship Council
IIII.N uuri'i-ri to lake .steps to preserve lite Oslmni Ciinmionlnill Utilise Museum,
The NlriicluiT (Ink's buck to hd'on* Hie lU'voluiitlniiiiry W'nr. The Ciinnonhiill
House h Inenteil on I'linil Sln-el.

well as improving pedestrian safety
through "trafficcalming" techniques.
Proposals for developing the Dean
Oil site on La Grande Avenue are also
under consideration.

Mr. Molenaar reported that the low-
est bidder, the RBA Group of
Morristown, is asking for $ 10,000 to
perform the study, which is $5,000
more than the governing body allo-
cated for the project in its 1996 mu-
nicipal budget, Officials will now
have to decide whether they want to
incorporate the additional funds into
next year's budget in order to have
RBA implement the study, which
would be done in two parts, the Com-
mittee Chairman said.

In the first phase, RBA would do a
reconnaissance of the downtown, in-
cluding a physical observation of the
area, to identify problems and ascer-
tain where improvements need to be
mude. The consultant would also meet
with the council, merchants and the
committee to exchange ideas, accord-
ing to Mr, Molenaar. The second phase
would involve finalizing plans for
redevelopment, he said,,

Councilman Willium E. Populus,
Jr. voiced concern that the initiui
$5,000 would be wasted If the rccon-
naissancc was performed and the
governing body subsequently deter-
mined that there were Insufficient
funds in the 1997 budget to cover the
second part of the project. Council-
woman Karen M, Scliurtz said the
council should be able to determine
by now whether there Is enough sup-
port among its members to go ahead
with the study.

Councilman Andrew J,
MucDonnkl, whileexpressing appre-
ciation for the work of Mr, Molcnnnr's
committee, .slated tluil proposals for
upgrading the downtown have been
under discussion .since \{fl{) without
significant progress having been
made, mid recommended setting a
time limit for Implementing redevel-
opment goals, The governing body is
expected* to review KlJA's bid shortly,

liarller in the evening, C'luirles C\

Nathanson, head of Charles C.
Nathanson and Associates, P.A., a
Trenton consulting firm specializing
in planning, development and grants-
manship, spoke to members of the
council for about 45 minutes regard-
ing grantsmanship programs.

Mr. Nathanson, who was invited
by Councilman Populus to address
the governing body, explained that
his company has worked with mu-
nicipalities, school districts, libraries
and redevelopment agencies in all 21
New Jersey counties during the 25
years his company has been in busi-
ness, helping them to acquire state
and federal grants for redevelopment
projects.

The types of projects his firm has
been involved with are community
development, capital improvement
plans, downtown revitalization, mas-.
ter plan feasibility studies and his-
toric preservation, according to Mr,
Nathanson, The planning consultant
said his firm has been retained by the
communities of Scotch Plains,
Plainficld.WntchungandFleinington,
among many others,

He described how, once his coin-
puny has been retained by u munici-
pality or another entity, representa-
tives of the firm meet with public
officials, department heads and staff
to determine what the client's needs
arc and then begins the process of
attempting to match these needs with
availnblcgrants, "We imilntuin u very
close relationship with the town,"
Mr, Nalhiinson remarked,

The company's services include
assistance with grant and loan appli-
cations, researching grants anil help-
ing to determine the types of funding
aelienl ituiy be eligible fur, according
to Mr, Nathnnsoii. He said his firm
also advises clients on how they can
possibly divert capital resources or
"mix niul match" fund ing programs
to moNi ellecllvely achieve their ob-
jectives.

In response to Mayor Maryanne S,
Connelly's inquiry concerning Ihe


