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B ROVVNIE FUN DA Y...On October 5 Brownies from all over Scotch Plains and
hanwood assembled at Jcrseyland Park to enjoy a Brownie Fun Day. Girls
attending earned the Art-to-Wear Try-It, danced the Macarena, enjoyed snacks
in the sunshine and made a lot of new friends. Pictured, left to right, are: McGinn
School Brownies Annie Smith, Courtney Gray, and Emily Meehan.

Fanwood Zoning Board
Approves Deck, Shed

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written fiir The Times

Two new applications were ap-
proved Thursday by the Fanwood
Board of Adjustment, which also me-
morialized four resolutions of cases
which were heard on September 19. In
addition, the board reviewed several
items of correspondence before ad-
journing for the evening.

Ms. Robin Wachenfeld of 94
South Martine Avenue was awarded
a bulk variance for a two-foot-high
deck to be constructed within an re-
shaped space adjacent to her home.
On the advice of Zoning Board At-
torney Charles H. Brandt, the ap-
plication was amended to include
an existing shed and fence on the
applicant's property.

Ms. Wachenfeld explained that she
wanted the deck, which will be
adorned with a railing and lattice-
work, forentertainment purposes and
ii> increase tht value of her property.
She required a variance because the
permitted side yard setback is 15 feet,
while the proposed distance with the
deck would be 8.9 feet.

Board Vice-Chairwoman
Kathleen Rice, a neighbor of the
applicant, abstained from voting on
Ms. Wachenfeld's petition but spoke
in favor of the entire application. Of

Future of SLC
Might Loom

If Aid Cut
By BRIAN CAROVILLANO

Sjieciulh Written fin The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education heard from some of the
district's most promising students last
Thursday when they were addressed
by participants in the Student Leader-
ship Conference (SLC) at their regular
public meeting.

In what began as a celebration of the
wonderful opportunities available to
the district's students, despair was evi-
denced by many of those in attendance
over impending budget cuts for educa-
tion by the state government, cuts which
may spell the end of programs like the
SLC. An ongoing debate over funding
out-of-district schooling for high school
mothers was also laid to rest w';h a
vote.

Advisor, Mrs. Randy Young, intro-
duced a group of students who were
only a portion of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood delegation to the SLC, held
at Camp Greenkill In Huguenot, New
York. Culling the group "rich in talent
as well as potential," Mrs, Young de-
ferred to the students, representing
every class at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School to explain what the SLC
intnils.

Freshman Whitney Slcighton out-
lined the history of the SLC, founded
by Adelphl University of Garden City,
New York, In 1980 to allow students
who show a potential for leadership
ubility to develop those skills through
Interaction with their peers, Students
from many high schools participate in
the physical and mental challenges of
"Project Adventure," described as a
challenging scries ofphysical obstacles
that require teamwork and trust in or-
der to be overcome,

Students from cuch high school arc
divided into small groups, according
lo class year, and arc learned with one
of several "alumni facilitators, who
can he teachers, parents, police oil c-
crs or citizens from the community.
Students spoke with pride of their con-

iiumiig of "the Wall," a I2-Ioc>t ob-
Mucle that picscnls the final und most
iliMiiiiiidlim challenge of the weekend.

"As a team, we are forced lo rely on
I'.ich other," siild Lauren_JJIiiyl»i'K
vnlnr piuliclpmil the SLC,
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Scotch Plains Council Candidates
Downtown Revitalization, Mayor's Post,

Zoning and Taxes During Two-Hour Forum

the deck proposal she said, "I think
it will enhance Robin's property. She
takes good care of her property and
I think the deck would enhance the
use of her property."

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Robinson of
580 North Avenue received a condi-
tional use variance to build a 288-
square-foot storage shed in their back-
yard in which to place their dining
room furniture. The couple plan to
convert their dining room into a nurs-
ery for the baby they are expecting,

• and required a variance because the
permitted shed size is 100 square feet.

The shed will replace a garage
which had to be demolished be-
cause of termite infestation and dry
rot, according to Mr. Robinson, and
will enable the couple to avoid hav-
ing to place their furniture in public
storage. Eugene Bellamy of the
Fanwood Fire Company questioned
Mr. Robinson as to whether he
would be using the shed to store
any flammable materials related to
his landscaping business.

The applicant responded that he
did not plan to keep any fuel sources
in the shed other than what was
necessary to operate yard mainte-
nance equipment such as a
lawnmower. Board of Adjustment
members approved the Robinsons'
conditional use application with the
provision that no more than 50 gal-
lons of flammable liquid could be
stored in the shed at one time.

The first of the four resolutions
adopted by the board confirmed ap-
proval of a use variance awarded to
Dr. Francis and Mrs. Mary Ann
Besson permitting the addition of a
professional to Dr. Besson's orth-
odontic practice at 232 North Martine
Avenue, as weJl as continuation of a
waiver on off-street parking require-
ments. Dr. Besson plans to have his
son, Frank, a Fanwood resident who
recently completed his orthodontic

. residency, join him in his practice.
The second resolution acknowl-

edged that Mr. and Mrs. Brian Smith
of 68 Shady Lane received permis-
sion to build a deck onto the rear of

CONTINUED ON PAOCte

Master Plan
Suggestions

Go to Council
The Scotch Plains Planning Board

acted Monday night upon recom-
mendations made by the Master
Plan Committee regarding the
Downtown Vision Plan prepared by
the firm of Wallace, Roberts and
Todd earlier this year.

Dr. Martin Marks, a member of the
Planning Board and Vice Chairman
of the Master Plan Committee, pre-
sented u list of recommendations to
be pussed on to the Township Coun-
cil i'oractunl implementation, Firstly,
Dr. Murks asked that a program be
created to include development of a
theme, mime, logo and various physi-
cal manifestations including signing
and banners, gateway treatments, a
coordinated system ol'lightinjj, plant-
ing, paving and street furnishings for
the Central Business District.

Secondly, a request was made for
further review ol the possible con-
solidation of parking lols behind the
stores on (he south side of Hast Sec-
ond Street. Dr, Marks suggested that
a meeting should he held with repre-
sentation from all the affected enti-
ties such as the Hoard of Indication,
the Ueci'cationCoinmission, (lie Plan-
ning Hoard, the Hngineering and Le-
gal Departments, business anil prop-
erly owners, and the Township Coun-
cil lo further this proposal,

By JEANNK WHITNEY
Specially Written far The Time.\

Candidates for the Scotch Plains
Township Counci 1 — two Democrats
and two Republicans debated for two
hours last Wednesday night at the
Municipal Building before a full
house and television audience. The
four candidates fielded questions
from residents that ranged from edu-
cation, zoning and taxes to down-
town revitalization and the office of
Mayor. The Republicans currently
hold a 5-0 majority on the council.

Democrats Kenneth N. Lipstein and
four-time candidate Mrs. Barbara
Schwartz challenged the record of
the current all-Republican council
while pushing their proposal for a
directly elected township Mayor.
Currently, the township's five elected
council members take turns serving
as Mayor, usually foraone-yearterm.
The Mayor is appointed by the gov-
erning body. A Mayor elected by
residents for a four-year term, the
Democrats claimed, would result in
increased fiscal accountability and a
continuity of vision for the township.

Incumbent Councilman William F.
McClintock,Jr.,andhisrunningmate,
Dr. Martin L. Marks, responded that
the current system creates a "less
political" office of Mayor. As for
continuity and accountability, Mr.
McClintock said, the former Mayor
is often still on the council following
a stint as Mayor.

Mr. McCiintock, a council mem-
ber since 1991 after initially being
appointed to fill an unexpired term,
said, "The five of us work so well
together, we're the envy of nther
municipalities." Mr. McJintock i.-iin-
self was Mayor in 1994 after beating
Mrs. Schwartz for a seat on the coun-
cil in 1992. A council term is four
years.

Resident and former township
Mayor Lawrence Newcomb, who said
he was involved in setting up the
present council system in the 1970s,
said any changes to the governing
system must be voted on by the
township's residents.

Councilman McClintock revealed
a graph showing Scotch Plains as
having the fourth lowest amount spent
from real estate taxes for municipal
expenditures — out of 20 other com-
munities in Union County. He said
the figures were compiled from 1996
county tax information and based on
a home assessed at $200,000.

Township residents from Arrow-
wood Drive pressed Republican can-
didates for answers on zoning ordi-
nance changes after the cou ncil voted
in May to eliminate rear-yard set-
backs for certain structures. Mr.
Lipstein called the action, "a serious
mistake." Councilman McClintock
said a property owner on Arrow wood
Drive had been fined "thousands of
dollars" for a structure in violation,
and that lawyers were still working
on the case.

One Arrow wood Drive resident
claimed his property had dropped
$12,000 in value as a result of this
same structure. Councilman
McClintock admitted there were

"weaknesses" in the zoning laws,
saying, "I think we will be making
some changes."

Dr. Marks, a dentist with a practice
in Summit and a member of the

r township's Planning Board and Mas-
ter Plan Review Committee, said the
Master Plan Committee will reveal
recommendations this week, includ-
ing plans for urban revitalization. A
Master Plan generally deals with zon-
ing issues, among other things.

Mr. Lipstein praised downtown
revitalization efforts in Cranford,
where he has a law practice and said
he would like to see similar steps
taken in Scotch Plains. Cranford was
the first town in the state to create a
Special Improvement District. Coun-
cilman McClintock said the town-
ship downtown area has "come a
long way" while noting the efforts of
the Downtown Business Association.

None of the candidates said they
favored New Jersey Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman's education pro-
posals for state funding of school

districts. Mrs. Schwartz, a lawyer,
charged that under the plan the high
school would lose 21 percent of its
staff.

Councilman McClintock said the
Governor's proposals are "very un-
fair to towns like this." Mr. Lipstein
added that the plan "doesn't take into
account the cost of living" for each
town. He referred toagraph from The
Star-Ledger showing Scotch Plains
as having the fourth highest average
property tax in Union County.

The Republican candidates shot
down Democratic proposals for add-
ing firefighters and garbage collec-
tion to the townshippayroll, saying it
would cost more overall and increase
taxes. Mrs. Schwartz demanded an
end to reported township leasing of
cars for employee use.

Councilman McClintock, a local
business owner, said the township
has saved hundreds of thousands of
dollars over the past few years by
sharing services with neighboring
towns. Examples, he said, are the
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) and re-
gional sewer authorities.

Scotch Plains Council Settles Tax
Assessment Dispute With Gulf Oil

DEADLINES HELP
PAPER SERVE YOU

Those preparing press releases for
submission to The Times are reminded
all copy should be in the hands of the
Editor at 50 Elm Street, Westfield, by
4 p.m. on the Friday before the Thurs-
day on which they wish it to appear.

Times releases also may be mailed
to Post Office Box 368, Scotch Plains,
07076 to meet the above requirements.

For events which happen the week-
end prior to publication, press releases
should reach the Editor by Monday of
the week of publication at 10 a.m.

Obituaries will be taken until Tues-
day at 5 p.m.

For events which arc planned weeks
or months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as pos-
sible prior to the event.

The above deadlines arc meant to
enable us to prepare your copy care-
fully.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Sltecially Written for The Time.*

The ScotchPlainsTownshipCoun-
cilTuesday night unanimously passed
resolutions to settle a tax assessment
dispute with Gulf Oil. name a Cable
Television RelVaiichlsing Committee
and begin a book recycling program.

The compromise agreed to out of
court by the township with
Cumberland Farms, the parent com-
pany of Gulf Oil, lowers the commer-
cial property tax assessment for a
Gulf Oil service station on North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue to
$270,000 from $300,000, officials
said. The challenge by Cumberland
Farms to the assessment, in the State
of New Jersey Tax Court, had been
brewing since 1995, officials added.

The council also named a nine-
member committee to reexamine the
township franchise agreement with
Comcast cable television company
(formerly Suburban Cable) that ex-
pires in June 1999. Accojding.to the
resolution, the committee will hold
hearings for public input in making
its recommendations to the Town-
ship' Council. Committee members
are: Councilwoman Joan Papen,
Councilman Robert E. Johnston,
Construction and Building official
Robert La Costa, Board of Education
representatives Jeffrey Ross and Mrs.
Cynthia Mendelson, Kenneth Ander-
son and William Machrone of the
Technology Ad visory Committee and
Robert Merkle and George
Doldouras, members of the Telecom-
munications Committee.

A resolution was adopted to begin
a Book Recovery Program with Re-

naissance Books as part of a solid
waste recycling plan which will earn
money for the township, according to
the council. Bins for book contribu-
tions will be in the library and public
schools. Earlier, in a conference meet-
ing, the council considered whether
it would join the Union County Utili-
ties Authority program to collect and
recycle used motor ojl filters in an
effort to comply with the state-man-
dated "60 per cent recycling" goals.
In the proposed agreement, an envi-
ronmentally secure 55-gallon drum
would be maintained in the township
to store oil filters for periodic collec-
tion by Clean Venture, Inc.

Also during the conference meet-
ing, the council heard from attorney
Ms. Julienne Duncan about a pro-
posal to allow police and tire depart-
ment officials to silence home secu-
rity false alarms that sound continu-
ously for more than 30 minutes. Ms.
Duncan said homeowners would be
alerted to the policy and related fees
at the time ot registering the alarm
system with the township. Council-
woinari Irene K, Schmidt questioned
the township's degree of liability in
deactivating a homeowner's alarm .
system and questioned how often the
situation arose. Other council mem-
bers said they had rece i ved complai nts
from residents about noisy, malfunc-
tioning alarms. The council agreed to
consult with the neighboring Town
of Westfield about their false alarm
cut-off ordinance.

During the regular council meet-
ing, Mayor Alan M. Augustine said
Union County officials told him
"money is available" for improve-

ments along Park Avenue with sig-
nals or dedicated left-turn lanes
when a capital funding budget is
passed by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. In an elec-
tion year, Republican freeholders
have accused their Democratic
counterparts of holding up votes on
spending bills until after the No-
vember election. Democrats have
said they want time to weigh each
expenditure before them.

In a follow-up effort to address
issues raised in last week's Candi-
dates Night about township zoning
laws, Councilman William F.
McClintock,. Jr. asked for feedback
during the conference meeting from
the Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment. Arrowood Drive resi-
dents in particular have objected to
recent zoning changes that al low sec-
ondary structures without rear yard
setbacks. "There's something wrong,
I believe, with the current zoning,"
Mr. McClintock said.

Also during the conference meet-
ing, Councilwoman Papen alerted the
council that a proposed move to add
another area code in the state, would
divide the township between two dif-
ferent area codes, making calls within
the township, in effect, long-distance.
Neighboring towns would be simi-
larly affected, officials noted.

Resident Donna Carrington of
Hamlette Place asked the council for
help during the regular meeting in
repairing a broken window report-
edly caused by a golf ball from the
Scotch Hills Country Club golf
course. She said the Department of
Recreation admitted it was an ongo-
ing problem in the area. Mayor Au-
gustine said the township will pursue
solutions to the twin issues of repair-
ing the window and golf balls in
residents' yards.

Township Manager Thomas K.
Adkins told the council there still had
been no action taken on the bidding
from September 26 on janitorial ser-
vices for the township,

In other business at the conference
meeting, Mrs. Schmidt said a con-
sultant would speak to the council at
Its November 6 meeting about repair
and funding for the roof of the Can-
nonball House Museum,

The council noted the Halloween
window decorating contest, spon-
sored by the Business and Profes-
sional Association, will beheld from
Friday, October 25, to Monday, Oc-
tober 28, and the .Halloween parade
starting from the municipal building
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, October 31.
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Turn Clocks Back
This Sunday

We remind our readers to turn
their clocks back one hour before
turning in Saturday night, October
26, Daylight Savings Time ends
early Sunday and will be replaced
by luistern Slnndard Time,

Daylight Savings will return on
Sunday, April 6,


