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CREATING HAVOC...Citizens who expected last Saturday’s wind and rainstorm to equal the intensity of the previous
one were relieved that the flooding and damage was minimal by comparison. This picture shows a Fanwood patrol car
blocking the intersection of Herbert and Martine Avenues, where a limb fell from a tree impeding traffic.
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5253 Township Council Introduces

Amendment in Policy Regarding
Emergency Calls During Storms

Ordinance Introduced for Irrigation System
Costing $147,800 at Scotch Hills Country Club

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY
Specially Wrinen for The Times
Seven resolutions or drdinances
were introduced at Tuesday's meet-
ing of the Scotch Plains Township
Council. These included:

¢ Introduction of an ordinance re-
garding the installation of an irriga-
tion system atthe Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club. The irrigation system will
cost $147,800.

Funding for the project will come
from various sources including a
$75,000 state grant. Township Man-

Board of Education Decides to Keép District’s
-Schools Open April 1, 2 to Make Up Snow Days

Mrs. Lillian Dettmar Seeks Legal Ramifications for Using In-Service Days

By MICHELLE LePOIDEVIN
Specially Writsen for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education adopted a revised ver-
sion of the 1995-1996 School Calen-
dar proposed by Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Carol B. Choye, with
special consideration to “Project
Graduation” during its regular public
meeting of January 25,

Dr. Choye noted the board needed
to find a way to compensate for the
school closings on November 7, De-
cember 19 and 20, and January 8, 9
and 12. She initially recommended
that, since two snow days were al-
ready scheduled in the calendar, four
days could be made up by using the
two staff development days of Tues-
day, February 20, and Monday, April
8. The school year would also be
expanded to include Thursday and
Friday, June 20 and 21.

She said that she was opposed to
replenishing t.he make-up days dur-

ing the April vacation because there
probably would not be a full staff or
student body and it would not be
educationally sound.

Board member Richard R. Meade
asked Dr. Choye if the schedule she
proposed for making up these days
would have an impact on “Project
Graduation,” an event which pre-
serves the safety of high school se-
niors after their graduation. He also
asked Dr. Choye if there would be a
way in which teachers could make up
their “in-service days.”

Mrs. Gail Moser, a Fanwood resi-
dent and planner of “Project Gradua-
tion,” asked the board in a public
session to seriously consider the im-
portance of the safe celebration. She
explained to the board she was speak-
ing on behalf of the senior class of the
current year and years to come in her
desire “to keep students safe and to-
gether, as it is a dangerous night for
high school seniors.”

Dr. Choye clearly noted her enthu-
siasm and supportfor‘‘Project Gradu-
ation” and suggested alternatives
which the board would have to con-
sider if there were more snow days
added to the school calendar. She
noted the board might have to be-
come involved with helping to fund
the event or that those who are plan-
ning the event would have to try to
find another location for the celebra-
tion,

Mr. Meade continued to press the
issue of teachers replenishing their
in-service days. He wanted a fixed
day in the school calendar to be re-
tained.

Board member Mark W. Koster
noted he was supportive of Mr.

.Meade’s suggestion but he thought

the board would be losing sight of
their academic focus in deciding at
that specific time.

Board Vice President, Mrs. Lillian
M. Dettmar, advised allowing Dr.

Utilities Authority Presents Plan
If Courts Rule Waste Flow Invalid

Unit Would Seek $28 Million Loan From Freeholders

By PAUL J.PEYTON
Specially Writen for The Times

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority presented a contingency Fplan
at last week's Board of Chosen
holders meeting as an emergency re-
course for keeping the county's in-
cinerator in operation in lieu of chal-
lenges in the federal courts which
threaten waste flow controls by states.

Should the House of Representa-
tives fail to introduce waste flow leg-
islation and if the courts rule waste
flow invalid, the authority’s General
Council John Coley said the author-
ity would ask the Freeholders to con-
sider 2 $28 million loan over the next
six years.

Executive Director Jeffrey
Callahan explained this year's por-
tion of the loan would be $4 million
with $6 million to be included in the
county’s 1997 budget followed by $6
million in 1998, $5 million 1999, $5
million in 2000 and $2 million in
2001.

When questioned by the Free-
holder, Mrs. Linda DiGiovanni, the
Chairwoman of the board’s Finance
Committee, as to how the board could
fund $4 million with its $274 million
budget justhaving been unveiled ear-
lier in the day, Mr. Coley suggested
anemergency appropriation could be
developed.
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Inaddition tothe contingency loan,
Mr. Coley advised the board of the
deficiency agreement the board
agreed to in 1991 which would re-
_ quire the county to pay back $35
million of $283 million debt should
the authority not be able to meet its
financial obligations.
Freeholder Vice Chairman Henry
« W. Kurz said the county’s “Triple A™
bond rating would almost certainly
be lowered should the authority not
be able to repay its bonds.
“This is going to affect our bond
rating big time,” he emphasized.

Frecholder Daniel P. Sullivansaid, |

if the county’s bond rate were to drop,
the interest on the outstanding bonds
would increase, as well.

Mr. Callahan said Mayor J. Chris-
tian Bollwage of Elizabeth an-
nounced, at the authority’s hearing in
December for an increase in its tip-
ging fees, that the city would solicit

ids to dispose of the city's solid
waste out-of-county. Mr. Callahan
called the threat “'a direct challenge”
to the countys solid waste plan. Eliza-
beth, which accounts for about 40 per
cent of the waste flow in the county,
is pressuring other municipalities to
do the same.

The United States Senate has
passed waste flow legislation while
the House is reviewing similar legis-
lation. Mr. Callahan said most of the
legislation under consideration grand-
fathers existing contracts such as the
one the utilities authority has on its
plant with Ogden Martin Systems.
One.bill expected to be introduced
possibly as early as this week would

rotect counties, with outstanding

nds on incinerators, to disallow

out-of-county disposal of solid waste
until after the debt is paid off.

Another bill, called the Interstate
Ban Bill, being pushed by midwestern
states, would restrict the amount of
solid waste they receive from other
states, This bill has not moved for-
ward since some states, includin
New York, want to continue out-of-
state dumping.

The authority receives its revenue
from a 20-year agreement with Pub-
lic Electric and Gas Company for the
saleofelectricity, created by the com-
bustion of the trash into ash, and
miscellaneous funds collected dur-
ing the latter stages of the construc-
tion of the incinerator. Mr. Callahan

said these funds were intended for
the stabilization of rates. Tipping fees
from the haulers are the third source
of revenue.

Due to the depletion of funds in the
stabilization account, in part from the
lower than expected revenues from
the sale of the electricity, the author-
ity last year took $1.5 million out of
its stabilization fund to compensate
for the lost electrical funds. Mr.
Callahan said the authority also has

“to raise its tipping fee for haulers ,

dumping at the incinerator by $3 a
ton.

Mr. Callahan explained that, under
a Supreme Court settlement in 1994,
the judge in the case ruled, without
specific federal legislation, waste
within states cannot be barred from
being shipped outside the state.

The authority's goal is to drop ti

‘ping to $60 per ton in order for ¢

Union County Incinerator to become
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Choyetoresearchlegal ramifications
of requesting the in-service days to
be replenished.

She said, “We must give her the
leeway she needs.”

The board voted to maintain the
currentscheduled day for staff devel-
opment training by a unanimous vote
with an abstention by Mr. Koster.

Concerning the school calendar,
the board voted to allow,school to
end on Wednesday, June 19. Instead
of adding June 20 and 21 for replen-
ishing show days, the board decided
to keep school open on Monday and
Tuesday, April 1 and 2. The board
also advised that February 20 and
April 8 would also be school days.

The board also decided on next
year’s school calendar which also
required 180 school days. The calen-
dar indicated classes would begin on
Wednesday, September 4. Thursday
and Friday, November 14 and 15,

“would replace the original dates of

November 7 and 8 for the New Jersey
Education Association Convention
days. Christmas vacation would take
place from Monday, December 23,
through Wednesday, January 1.

The spring recess would be cel-
ebrated from March 24 through
March 31. Thecalendar indicates that
February 18 and March 31 would be
used as staff development days.

Board members, Mrs. Jessica L.
Simpson, asked Dr. Choye if she
would consider moving the gradua-
tion date to Wednesday, June 19, in
orderto“lockin” aspecificdaysched-
uled for “Project Graduation.”

Board member August L. Ruggiero
suggested allowing Thursday, May
23, to be aholiday which would give
students a four-day Memorial Day
weekend. He added that June 19
would be the last open school day for
students.

Dr. Choye listened to the strong
approval of board members to Mr.
Ruggiero’s suggestion and noted she
wanted “whatever is the best instruc-
tion for our children.”

The board voted to adopt Mr.

. Ruggiero's proposal with the amend-

ment that other snow days would be

made up by using the sp .::f recess
and May 23, before extending the
school year to June 20 and 21.

CONTINURD ON PAGE 10

ager Thomas E. Atkins said no tax-
payer money will be used in the
project and no debt incurred.

* Introduction of an ordinance
amendment pertaining to the fire de-
partment and its response to calls
during winter emergencies.

If firemen are unable to get to the
firchouse during snow emergencics,
fire department personnel using a
department pick-up truck equipped
with a plow will be authorized to
plow them out.

Mr. Atkins stressed the job will be

+handled by the firemen themselves
with no municipal or private contrac-
tors’ plows being used.

A resolution establishing a 1996
holiday schedule for municipal em-
ployees was introduced. Township
employees will work Election Day,
Tuesday, November 5, in exchange
for Friday, July 5. Mr. Atkins empha-
sized this action is not creating an
additional holiday. He also said the
arrangementis *‘more cost effective.”

Aresolution appointing Theodore
Bassman as an alternate to the Green
Brook Flood Control Commission.

Mr. Bassman is a retired Lieuten-
antColonial in the United States Army
Corps of Engineers. Mayor Alan M.
Augustine called his credential “out-
standing.”

Another resolution authorized the
Mayor and Township Clerk to sign a
Risk Management Services agree-
ment with AGA Risk Management.

AGA will assist the township in its
dealings with the Suburban Joint In-
surance Fund of which Scotch Plains
is a member.

The professional service resolu-

tion by public contract law is not .-

subject to bid. AGA will be paid a
sum not to exceed $22,486.

Kenneth Anderson and Joseph

- Doyle were appointed as alternates to
the Board of Adjustment and Plan-
ning Board, respectively.

Mayor Augustine also appointed
Mrs. Marcia Anderson as Township
Representative to the Recycling As-
sociation.

The council passed a resolution
congratulating Richard Heffner on
having achieved the rank of E:zl:
Scout. Richard’s parents, Mr.and Mrs.
Donald Heffner, witnessed the cer-
emony.

The Mayor listed the demanding
requirements necessary to attain the
rank. These include obtaining Boy
Scout 21 merit badges of which 10
are required, and to be a leader of a

troop or a patrol.

Mayor Augustinesaid only one per
cent of all Boy Scouts achicve the
Eagledesignation. “Therank is sym-
bolic of a scout’s desire to help his
community and others,” he said.

*“It takes effort and perseverance
andtakes an average of three years to
obtain,” said Mayor Augustine.

It is what a boy has done and what
a boy will be,” he added.

The newly-minted Eagle Scoutis a
memberof Troop No. 72 in Westfield.

Richard’s Eagle Scout projectcon-
sisted of working at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield's Day Care Cen-
ter in refurbishing the playground at
the center in order to make it a safer
and more pleasant facility for the
children to use.

Richard thanked the council for
acknowledging his efforts and went
on to say he hoped many more Scouts
would attain the Eagle rank.

Mayor Augustine called the scout-
ing program, “important to the town-
ship for the character that it builds.”

ouncilman  William F.
McClintock, Jr. who is Council Liai-
son to the fire de; ent, gave the
results of arecently concluded supe-
rior officer election:

* Northside Con'npany No. 1 fora
two-year term: Captain Carmen

. Grausso.

¢ Southside Co. No. 2 for a two-
year term, new Battalion Chief: Wil-
liam Malone, he had previously been
Captain.

¢ NewCaptain foratwo-yearterm,
John Lestauchick.

Raymond G. Pardon,ownerof Nuts
n’ Plenty, was awarded a renewal of
his special use permit. None of the
township departments objected tothe
application which was for a free-
standing sign along with two decora-
tive flags on the exterior of his busi-
ness on Bartle Avenue. No one from
the audience objected. The permit is
for the period from Friday, K;arch 1,
to Tuesday, December 31.

In his manager’s report, under the
subject of personnel, Mr. Aikins an-
nounced thateffective Saturday, Janu-
ary 20, Police Officers Andrew
Mulligan, Brian Cheney, Donnell
Joyce, Paul Belford and Jeffrey Briel
were advanced from probationary
status to first-year Patrolman status.

Effective today, Thursday, Febru-
ary 1, James P. Tarbell and Michael
Garbinski have been appointed as
Firefighters to Company No. 2.

Effective Thursday, January 25,
William Degnan was appointed to
serveonthe Recreation Commission.

Defense Attorney Claims
Leary Was Victim of Drugs

Scotch Plains Resident on Trial for Subway Firebombing

Scotch Plains resident Edward
Leary’s defense attorney, while ad-
mitting his client was responsible
for a firebombing in a New York
City subway train in 1994, said Leary
was a victim of medically prescribed
drugs.

Leary has been charged with in-
juring 48 persons by setting off what
has been described as a napalm-like

Wilam A, Burke for The Times

' NEARING FLOOD STAGE...Those persons who expected Saturday’s rain-to equal the previous week's storm were
ulle‘:'ed .:hen flooding was minimal. Scotch Plains streams came within inches of overflowing but were fortunately
contained. '
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blast on the No. 4 subway train in
December of 1994. His attomey, Ira
London, said the mainhad beengiven
unmonitored combinations of
Prozac, BuSpar, Effexor, Wellbutrin

- and other drugs by his psychiatrist.

Mr. London said the medication
caused Leary “to descend into mad-
ness.” The attomey explained his
client could no longer recognize the
difference between facts and reality
or right and wrong.

Prosecutor PeterCasolarotoldthe
Manhattan Supreme Court jury
Leary had developed a plan of ter-
rorism againstthe city’s subway sys-
tem. Mr. Casolaro, in his opening
argument, said Leary planned to de-
mand ransom from the city through
the threat of more terroristic acts.

The prosecutor said the firebomb
went off accidentally in the Fulton
Street station. Mr. Casolaro told the
jury the defendant had intended the
explosion to go off in a tunnel after
the subway station.

Mr. London blamed Leary’s psy-
chiatrist Dr. John Weihs for prescrib-
ing but not monitoring the drugs. He
said Leary washaving difficulty deal-
ing with personnel problems.

A \
Leary and his wife purchased a
home on Glenside Avenue on June
21 of 1993 for $285,000. The home
has since been placed in his wife's
name.

Leary himself was burnt over 6§
per cent of his body during the ex-
plosion. Police discovered him at
the Clark Street Station in Brooklyn,
located two stops after the Fulton

Streel station.
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