
SCOTC! THE TIMES
PLAINS PUBLIC LISftAKi

1S27 BAHTLL AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS, N. J. 07078

OUR 37lhVEAR-ISSUE
— Serving Scofc/i Plains and Fanwood Since 1959 —

— ^ — ^ — — — ^ — —
Thunday, January 4,199*

nuiwooD

Improving Communication Among
Goals Cited by Mrs. Connelly
Following Her Oath as Mayor

Mrs. Karen M. Schurtz Joins Governing Body;
Regular Meetings Changed to Second Thursdays

By SUZETTE STALKER
Socially Wriamfor IV Ttan

Feasibility Study on Adult Care,
Credit Card on New Mayor's Ap?

Mayor Augustine Abo Warn, ,o Purchase Land for Recreational Purpos,
JLENN R.KAPLINSKY nicinal tnvmimMi.. ™ „.-„...„.:.

Alan M. Augustine, whoserved asIP
nicipal government at a great \ ,
of ceremonial events throughout the
year.

state and local government. In addi-
tion toservingon theTownshipCoun-
cil. Mayor Augustine is an Assem-
blyman representing the 22nd Legis-
lative District which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

He is a member of two standing
assembly committees — the Appro-
priations and the Regulatory Over-
sight Committees.

In 1992, he was honored as "Elected
Ouicial oi the Year' by ihe New
Jersey Municipal Management As-
sociation.

Mayor Augustine was presented
the 1991 Vox Populi Award by the
Cityline Coalition of Linden and
Elizabeth. The Mayor is a former
Union County Freeholder, having
served from 1982 to 1987 and from
1991 to 1992. He was Freeholder
Chairman in 1987.

Mayor Augustine is a member of
the Board of Governors of Union
County College.

He has been a member of the Scotch
Plains TownshipCouncil for 17years
during which he served two terms as
Mayor in 1987 and 1991. Mayor
Augustine is a graduate of Lafayette
College in Easton, Pennsylvania
where he received a degree in eco-
nomics.

Professionally, he is a past Vice
President and current market con-
sultant with Subaru Distributors Cor-
poration of Orangeburg, New York.
He and his wife, Mrs. Jeanne Augus-
tine, have three grown children and
two grandchildren.

Mrs. Irene T. Schmidt was elected
Deputy Mayor by the council. Under
the council-manager form of govern-
ment used in Scotch Plains, the five
members of the council are elected
at-large by the voters and each year
they select one of their members to
serve as Mayor and Deputy Mayor at
the first meeting of the year on Janu-
ary 1.

The Mayor has the additional du-
ties of conducting council meetings,
signing contracts on behalf of the
township and representing the mu-
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h o l d a 5"° majority on the council
The Mayor's term is f
E. Johnston,
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Among these were the development
of the Downtown business district.

"We became full members, as op-
posed to customers, of the two sewer
authorities that serve Scotch Plains,"
he explained.

In addition, he said a reexamina-
Uou ot the township's Master Plan
was done; two new pumpers were
purchased for the fire department,
the newly refurbished Veterans
Monument was unveiled and the Fifth
Annual Mayor's Gala took place. The
gala, which drew approximately 200
people was the most successful yet.
All proceeds were contributed to the
Municipal-School Alliance.

Former Mayor Johnston cited the
opening of the new Senior Citizens
Housing Complex.

"Approximately 80 per cent of the
residents are from Scotch Plains or
are parents of Scotch Plains fami-
lies," he noted.

The project, which was started in
1988, was completed in the fall.

Deputy Mayor Schmidt has been
on the council for four terms. She
served as Mayor in 1984, 1987 and
1992. Mrs. Schmidt is also a member
ot the Planning Board. She is a Leg-
islativeAide to state Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco.

Among her many activities include
her membership on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Rotary Club, the Union
County Chamber of Commerce, the
Union County Alliance, and the New
Jersey Women Elected Officials So-
ciety.

Councilwoman Schmidt founded
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recy-
cling Center and established the John
Shippen Memorial Golf Tournament.

She serves on the Downtown Re-
vitalization Committee, the Environ-
mental Commission, the Local As-
sistance Board, the Library Board,
the Recreation Commission, the Se-
niorCitizen Advisory Committee, the

Historical Commission and the Tele-
communications Committee.

Mrs. Schmidt has been a Scotch
Plains resident for 26 years. She and
her husband, Frank C. Schmidt, have
three children and five grandchildren.

In his inaugural speech, Mayor
Augustine cited several examples of
programs and innovations which oc-
curred during his prior terms as
Mayor.

Among these were the develop-
ment of the cultural arts program
which takes place every Thursday
night throughout the summer.

"These evenings now bring any-
where from 200 to 1,000 people into
downtown Scotch Plains," he cm-

Mayor Augustine also cited the
founding of Scotch Plains Day and
the Mayor's Charity Gala.

Mayor Augustine said he wanted
residents to know just where the
money goes derived from their tax
bills.

"Only 17 per cent of your total tax
bill goes for local government needs.
The County of Union takes the next
largest bit at 20 per cent.

"The bulk of your tax bill is slated
for educational purposes — nearly
65 per cent of the tax dollar," he
explained.

He then went on to outline some
proposals he has for the next year.

"I will begin seeking new methods
of alleviating traffic congestion that
has steadily increased on Park Av-
enue.

"Though a county road, I will look
for new methods of moving traffic
through town by asking Union County
to install left turn signals at the inter-
sections of East Second Street and
Front Street at Park Avenue," Mayor
Augustine stated.

"1 would like to propose an initia-
tive that would provide for a feasibil-

% ity study to determine if there is a
demonstrable need for some type of
adult day care in Scotch Plains," he
noted.

In addition, the new Mayor said he
would, "begin looking into the possi-
bility of introducing the Affinity
Mastercard into Scotch Plains."

This credit card, which could be
issued through a local bank, will re-
turn to the township one per cent of

' all purchases charged.
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Walsh and first-time Councilwoman,
Mrs. Karen M. Schurtz. Mrs. Schurtz
has filled the seat formerly held by

• Mrs. Connelly during the former ad-
ministration.

Rabbi George Nudell of the Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
set the theme of responsible govern-
ment leadership for the reorganiza-
tion meeting, citing a passage from
the Book of Samuel which defines
leaders as public servants and "not
above the Saw" and. as such, "who
must uphold a moral code" in their
positions of authority.

The three Democrats sworn in
Monday defeated their Republican
challengers last November, thus
maintaining a 4-3 majority on the
council. Mrs. Connelly defeated
Councilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey,
who remains on the council, in the
race to succeed former Mayor, Mrs.
Linda d. Stender. Mrs. Stender, a
Democrat, opted not to seek reelec-
tion last year.

Each was administered the oath of
office by Union County Superior
Court Judge, Mrs. JoAnneB. Spatola.
The former Fanwood Council Presi-
dent, Mrs. Connelly, was accompa-
nied by her mother as she was sworn
in. She was greeted afterward with
congratulations and a bouquet from
A.Y. Austin. President Emeritus of
the Fanwood Democratic Club.

Incumbent Councilman Walsh,
beginning his thi.̂ d term on the coun-
cil, was joined by hisfatheraa he took

. . . 1996 was . ,
—I by the council. Councilman

MacDonald recommended that cur-
rent counsel Dennis A. Estis be re-
placed, alleging that the attorney's

his oath and Mrs. Schurtz was ac-
companied by her family. The new
councilwoman will serve as the gov-
erning body's liaison to the Fanwood
Planning Board as well as the mayor's
representative on the Fanwood Li-
brary Board of Trustees.

Mr. Walsh was named as the new
Council President following a tie-
breaker by Mrs. Connelly in favor of
his nomination. The previous nomi-
nation of Councilman Andrew J.

. however, de-
i* legal expertise as

throughout the state,"
the municipality is for-

- have him as a representa-
-he governing body supported

the renewal of Mr. Estis' services as
borough attorney and approved it to-
gether with other borough appoint-
ments for the year.

Mayor Connelly, in her remarks
• prior to the benediction and adjourn-
ment, expressed gratitude "to all who
have put your trust in me" and stated
she was looking forward to the next
four years of leading "a united coun-
cil, one which works together for the
coming good."

The new Mayor added she hopes to
improve communication between the
governing body and its constituents
through informal discussions, and
cited among her goals for the bor-
ough the development of long-range
plans for renewafofFanwood'sdown-
town area, including the Dean Oil
site, saying "Let's put a new face on
the downtown to welcome the 21st
century."

The Mayor addaf,- however, the
council wasjusi,B*,,ininictc<Ju>prc-
—•"'— '* through the efforts of

iscoric- Preservation
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„ , - i d renewal" dur-
ing the next four years was expected
to include linking up the services of
the Fanwood Library with other area
libraries and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, as well as the continu-
ation of successful public safety and
Department of Public Works pro-
grams already in existence.

The governing body's first regular
meeting of the year will be held on
Thursday, January 11, at 8 p.m. The
council agenda sessions will be held
the first Wednesday of each month,
also at 8 p.m., with the exception of

• the April 2 meeting, which is on a

Regular council meetings will now
be held on the second Thursday of
each month, except for the February
14 and August 14 meetings, which
are on Wednesdays.

All meetings will be held in the
multi-purpose room of Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Deer Population

Reduction Plan

Begins Wednesday,
Story on Page 5
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of Fanwood Master Plan
Expected to Be Completed This Month

Gregory Cummings to Assume Chairmanship of Borough Planning Board
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i AUJNC. THP OATH Alan M Augnitlne is worn In as Mayor of Scotch Plains by Township Clerk, M«. Barbara

a:*!vl-y«r In 1991. Holding the Bible is hb wife, Mrs. Jt-nne Augustine.

TAKING THE

Fanwood Planning Board Attor-
ney Charles H. Brandt said last
Wednesday the remaining threechap-
ters of the borough's Master Plan
would be ready for review by the
board "after the first of the year."

In last November's contest for
Mayor and Borough Council seats,
Republican candidates had pointed
to the as yet incomplete review of the
Master Plan in an attempt to oust
incumbent Democrats.

Planning Board Chairman, Karl
Eschle, who will not return as Chair-
man this year, said he expects the

. review of the Master Plan to be fin-
ished in February. Review of zoning
matters would take longer, he said.

Mr. Eschle said he would continue
with the board as an alternate mem-
ber in order to see the review of the
Master Plan and zoning issues through
to completion.

Gregory Cummings, Vice Chair-
man of the board for the past two
years, said he will assume the duties
of Chairman this year. Mr. Cummings
said he had been a member of the
board "for five or six years."

4 Former Mayor, Mrs. Linda d.
Stender, also bid her farewells to the
members of the board after 10 years.

"I appointed all or almost all of you
to this board, and I want to thank you
for your good work.
. "I wish you Godspeed in review-
ing the Master Plan. I think it's a
document that most people really
don't understand, but it is important
to keep Fanwood a nice town," she
said.

Mrs. Stender is entering her third
year as a Union County Freeholder.

In other changes, Jeremiah P.
O'Neil will no longer be part-time
zoning officer for Fanwood, accord-
ing to Mr. Eschle.

Mr. O'Neil will assume full-time
zoning official duties for neighbor-
ing Westfield, Mr. Eschle said.

A zoning officer works closely
with a planning board in reviewing
applications before the board.

Board secretary, Mrs. Ruth Page,
told the board a new zoning officer
had been hired.

In other business, the board de-
cided to adjourn the hearing until
later this month on an application by
Silvano Ferrara to renovate a former
machine shop at 65 Old South Av-
enue to create an automobile repair
shop.

Mr. Ferrara said he has had a repair,
shop at 191 South Avenue for eight
years.

"I think it's excessive, the number
of automotive businesses in town,"
former Mayor Stender said.

Mr. Cummings suggested the bor-
ough incorporate a limit on the num-
ber of automotive businesses in
Fanwood into its Master Plan.

Mr. Brandt agreed the issue has
been a problem for the borough. He
suggested making automotive busi-
nesses a, "conditional use" within
certain zones which would require an
appearance before the board for a
variance.

The board heard testimony from
Mr. Ferrara that an underground oil
tank had been removed from the site
and no contamination of the soil had
been discovered, according to the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and Energy regulations.

Mr. Ferrara proposed adding a sec-
ond story to the building for storage
and offices, and creating three ser-
vice stalls with lifts on the ground
floor, with a drive-through entrance
and exit.

Variances are necessary for the size
of the lot and parking spaces, as well
as the front, side and backyard set-
backs. The lot area is 8,612 square
feet where 10,000 square feet are
required.

The side, back and frontyard set-
backs are pre-existing violations,
except at the western front corner of
the building where an addition would
compound the violation by bringing
the building two feet closer to the
street.

The engineer for the project, James
J. Demuro* said proposed parking
spaces were slightly narrower to ac-

commodate more cars. He said there
would be 14 spaces at the site, 10
outside and four inside. Mr. Ferrara
said he has a tow truck and two em-
ployees that would park on site.

Mr. Ferrara insisted the number of
customers would not exceed the park-
ing spaces since he takes appoint-
ments for repairs. He does no body
work on cars, he said.

The plan showed three islands with
trees added to the street edge of the
property with underground drainage
for the proposed paved site.

The board said it needed more time
to review the application and gather a
related report from the fire depart-
ment.

In a different matter, board engi-
neer Richard Marsden said theTerrill
Commons property was awaiting a
permit from the Department of En vi-
ronmental Protection related to
"stream encroachment" for its pro-
posed drainage system.

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU
Those preparing press releases for

submission to The Westfield Leader or
The Times are reminded allcopy should
be in the hands of the Editor at SO Elm
Strest, Wettfield. by 4 p.m. on the
Friday before the Thunday on which
they wish it to appear.

Leader releases also may be mailed
to Post Office Box 230, Westfield,
07091, and Times releases to Post Of-
fice Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076, to
meet the above requirements.

For events which happen the week-
end prior to publication, prcn releases
should reach the Editor by Monday of
the week of publication at 10 a.m.

Obituaries will be taken until Tues-
day at S p.m.

For events which are planned weeks
or months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early ai pos-
sible prior to the event.

The above deadlinei are meant to
enable us to prepare ygnr copy care
fully.
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