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HOLY SMOKE...Members of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department were

William A. Burke for The Times

summoned st 6:45 p.m, on December 22 to extinguish an clectrical fire which
destroyed the municipal Christmas crib scene at Fanwood RailwayStation Park
on North Avenue. The blaze was atiributed to a faulty junclion box which

provided illumination for the display.
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| . L LEFT UNEXPLAINED
. Redistricting of Some Students Draws
Objections by Some Parents in Tv

70. Areas

By ELLEN RADIN
Specially Written for The Times

The December 22 regular public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education focused
on facllities andenrolimentas well as
the 1993-1994 Comprehensive An-
nual Financial Repart. Personnel and
other matters were also addressed.

» REDISTRICTING

Several residents of Country Club
Estates and Riverside Estates attend-
ing the meeting objected to arecom-
mendation to redistrict their children
from the Coles School to the Brunner
School.

The redistricting was recom-
mended by Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Carol B. Choye, in a
reportdated November 22. Dr. Choye
had also recommended moving the
Office of Pupil Services to the high
school and reassigning certain pre-
Kindergarten and English as a Sec-

ond Language pupils,

Dr. Choye said her recommenda-
tion was based on her desire to pro-
vide “a strong educational program
for all youngsters within the fiscal
limits,” Dr. Choye statéd she had also
tried to make the-best use of existing
space and to move as few students as
possible. Residents attending com-
munity meetings held over the sum-
mer, she said, had repeatedly ex-
pressed the desire that the fewest
possible number of students be redis-
tricted. '

She proposed the redistricting of
Country Club and Riverside Estates,
the superintendentsaid, because those
two developments were “self-con-
tained areas” in which the children
played together, the school bus would -
be able to make all stops in a short
period of time and the travel time
between the firstand last pick-up and

Union County to Receive $9.2 Million in Savings
In Fiscal 1996 as State Assumes Court Takeover

Legislation, Which Becomes Effective on Sunday, Was Approved by Voters in 1992; Only Essex County
Property Owners Will Receive a Larger Reduction in Their Tax Bills Than Union County Owners

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Spearally Written for The Times

The state takeover of the county
courts system, which was signed into
taw last week, will result in an esti-
mated savings of $9.2 million for
Union County in fiscal year 1996
with 506 employees, including 27
judges, shifting over to the state pay-
roll. The turnover becomes effective
un Sunday, January 1.

The legisiation was co-sponsored
by State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, whorepresents the 22nd
Lepislative District, which includes
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, among othercommunities,
and Senator William L. Gormley of
Atluntic County.

The final enactment of the law fol-
lows a year of negotiations between
state and county officials, state em-
ployee labor leaders and representa-
tives of the 77 unions that had been
representing the county courts em-
ployees. Voters approved the take-
over as g question on the ballot in
1992.

In total, 7,700 employees in the 2|
counties will now receive their pay-
checks from thestate. The Governor,
Mis. Christine Todd Whitman, has
said the takeover will result in a sav-
ilr:)ggs9 of $349 million to taxpayers by

Included in the takeover are 1,554

Superior Court Division emplayees,
1,494 Criminal Division workers,
1,451 Family Court staffers, 2,601
probation workers and 600 g&;&t
support workers. These w0rk§5‘ '
join 1,500employees currently inthe
state court system. L

The law stipulates that counties
pass on $15.2 million in savings to
taxpayers statewide by Friday, June
30, a total $106.4 million for 1995-
1996, $187.4 million in g996-,l 1A
$267.6 million for 1997-1998 and
$349 million for 1998-1999,

The state will finance the takeover
by reportedly placing $30.9 million
into the current budget and by raising

Revamp to Affect
Over 506 Employees
At County Court House
In Elizabeth

$143.6 million in their next budget.
The state will have (o raise $228.2
millioninthe 1996-1997budget, $315

Centennial Celebration
To Begin on January 1

Bridge to Be Named After Pioneer Family

The year-long celebration of

Fanwood's 100th binhdaf will get .

under way officially at the annual
reorganization meeting of the Mayor
und the Fanwood Council on Sunday,
January 1, ut noon,

At the conclusion of the reorgani-
zation meeting, the Mayor and coun-
cil will depurt to the bri dgegust west
of the rallroad station. In a brief cer-
emony, a pluque will be affixedtothe
bridge toname it officially as Sheelen
Crossing in honor of one of
Fanwood's pioneer familles,

The Sheclens operated a country
store for many years at the northwest
cornet of SouthAvenue and what was
then Russell Road, now Sheelen
Crossing. The landmark structure still
stands on the sume site,

After the plugue ceremony, there
will be a light reception in the
Fanwood Community Building —
the old railroud station — where re-
freshiments will be served. During
the reception there will be a video

resentation featuring the lifo of John
R'L Shippen, the first American-born
black professional golfer.

John Shippen served as the candy
muster and the golf pro at Shady Rest
Country Club in the 1920's and
1930,

Shady Rest was the first Alrican
American Countey Clubinthe United
States, and it later became the Scotch
Hitls Municipal Golf Club.

Present ot the celebration will be
Mrs, Gayle Conlin of Panwood at-
tired In 19th century dress. Through-
out the centenninl events, she will
assume the role of Pannle Wood, for
whom legend has 1t, Fanwood waw

given its name,

All the citizens of Fanwood are
invited to attend the inauguruting
activity of a year-long celebration of
Centenniul.

the Fanwc

million in the 1997-1998 budget and
$395.6 million in the 1998-1999 Bud-
get.

State Supreme Court Chief Justice
Robert N. Wilentz told reporters the
takeover will provide equal justice
throughout the state. He said court
employees are currently paid based
on acounty’s wealth or Ks labor poli-
cies. He said the new system will
provide equal justice and equal pay
tfor employees. He did say, however,
that these two changes wilt netbecur
immediately. Each year the state will
put more funds into the system until
the takeover is complete by 1999.

Union County will receive the sec-
ond highest savings in fiscal 1996
after Essex County which will see a
savings of $15.8 million. Following
Union County in order are: Passaic,
which will save $9 million;
Middlesex, $8.5 million; Bergen, $6.7
million; Monmouth, $6.6 million;
Morris, $4 million; Somerset, $3.1
million; Ocean, $2.5 million;
Hunterdon, $1,7 million, and War-
ren, $1.5 million. The legislation
mandates that those costs go passed
onto taxpayers,

In terms of employees, Union
County is eighth in the total number
of 5060 court workers, Essex is first
with |,087 followed by Hudson with
676; Middlesex, 617; Camden, 592;
Passaic, 564; Monmouth, 545;
Bergen, 526; Mercer, 356; Morris,
342; Ocean, 329; Atlantic, 279;
Burlington, 273; Gloucester, 219;
Somerset, 184; Cumberland, 168;
Warren, 107 Cape May, 96;
Hunterdon, 82; Sussex, 80, and Sa-
lem, 72.

A ceremony was held at the State-
house in Trenton December 19.
Among those who participated were
Chief Justice Wilentz and Senators
DiFrancesco and Gormley.

Under the terms of the legislation
new state employees will receive
benefits based on civil service regu-
lations. A compensation plan will be

in place by the summer of 1998 for
state court employees.

Wage garnishment and child sup-
port orders along with vacation,time
and sick leave that has been hccutmu-
lated will all be transferred over to
the state system and credited.

Those workers that are ina county
pension retirement wiil now become
members of the Public Employees
Retirement System. Workers will
become eligible for unemployment
and health care benefits fromthe state.

County elected officials through-
out the state had complained that
they have had to raise taxes in order
1o pay for the courts.

the last pick-up and the school were
short, A

Several times throughout the meet-
ing, Dr.Choye stated she was pleased
that objections to the redistricting
were not based on any feeling that
one school was academically inferior
to another. «

Some of the parents disagreed with
Dr. Choye’s estimations of the travel
time, saying atotal of a half hour was
beingaddedtotheir children’s school
days,

Dr. Choye said the need to keepa
racial and ethnic balance in the
schools, in accordance withsstate law,
was also a factor. Country Club and
Riverside parents stated their neigh-
borhoods were “a proverbial United
Nations,” and that they believed Dr.
Choye’s recommendation was based
primarily onracial and ethnic grounds
and not the reasons she stated,

Dr. Choye and the parents are
scheduled to meet again in January
before the board votes on the
superintendent’s recommendation.

: AUDIT L

The board votedtoacceptthe 1993-
1994 Comprehensive Annual Finan-
cial Report prepared by Suplee,
Cooney & Company of Elizabeth.
Board member Richard R. Meade
abstained from the vote.

The company's corrective action
plan advised that

* The assistant superintendent for
business remit the prior year
unexpended balances for federal
projects to.the State Department of
Education. » )

* That each line of appropriations
recorded in the financial records agree
wi:h line items of the approved bud-~
get. . 3 -

¢ Actual disbursements be recon-
ciled to gencral ledger controls. -

... = Al disburdeihents- for-student

activities be backed up by invoices or

paid bills,
PERSONNEL
In response to the personnel report
of the superintendent, one woman

Dr. Choye Expresses Pleasure That Parental Protests Over Reshuffling Weren’t Basec
On the Belief That One School Is Academically Inferior to Another

questioned the board regarding
incident involving a custodian ant
pupil at Evergreen School. Althou
she stated her namé when asking |
question, this woman refused to p
vide The Times with the correct spe
ing of her name or to describe |
incident until after she met with ]
Choye. After the meeting, the worn
stated she preferred not to speak
The Times at all.

The board declined to discuss t
personnel matter at theregular pub
meeting. The board indicated |
matter would be discussed in exec
tive session, and the board mi,
return to public session.

The board did in fact return

ublic session after midnight. T
goard announced that it had voted
switchemployee Edward Wittel fie
full to half-time effective Deceml

- 23, to place Mr. Wittel on a paid let

ofabsence fromDecember23toM
31 and to accept his resignation
fective June 1.

The board’s resolution did not :
that Mr. Wittel had been involved
any “incident” or give any reason
its ‘action. The resolution made
board member Morris H. “Butc
Gillet and seconded by Mrs. There
Larkin was unanimously passed b
roll call vote,

The board in the public sessi
also approved several other pers
nel items involving leaves of 1
sences, substitute teachers, et cete

.- SFRATEGIC PLANNING

Dr. Choye also reported on t
status of strategic planning, sayi
thatthe strategic planners had met
December 2 and 3 for an annual
view. ;

It was decided, Dr. Choye said
focus on academics, clarity of |

~guage in strategic planning lite

ture, finances and communicatio

The strategic planners would a
prepare a glossary of terms and be;
to set priorities for the 1995-19

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Township Man Arrested in Bombing
Of Subway Train Remains Hospitalized

Edward J. Leary Charged With 45 Counts of Attempted Murder

Law enforcement officials contin-
ued to seize evidence over the week-
end from the Scotch Plains home of
Edward J. Leary who they claim is
responsible for the December 21
firebombing of a New York City sub-
way train which injured 45 persons,
four critically, includlngol.eary.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, township police and
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice have all assisted in searching
Leary’s home for evidence. Union
County Superior Court Judge Ross
Endalvie issued a search warrant of
the suspects two-story, {ive-bedroom
home at 12:45 a.m. on December 22,

The bomb, which consisted of a
m?onnalse jar filled with gasoline.
and an external lighter and a timing
device, exploded onboard the fift
car of the {0-car No. 4 subway train
line as it stopped at the Fulton Street
station which Is just one-block sast of

left tor

TOP EMPLOYEE..Modishure Honlth Professionuls and Home Infusion Therapy In Edison, an sffliate of The John F.
Kenncdr Medical Cenler in Fdivon, honored 13 of fts cm%loym during the recent World H'
ght, are Mo, Judith L, Yerney, Coordinator of

ome Care Woek, Pictured,

raventive and Primary Care Progranu for the New Jersey

Department of Henlthy honoree, Mry, Gale Davis of Scotch Plalne, und Mrs, Susan Marchese, Direclor of MediShare,

* R

[ R X

a e B - s

the World Trade Center.
Leary, a 49-year-old unemrloyed
computeranalyst, hasreportedly been

charged with 45 counts of attempted

murder, nine counts of first-degree
assault, one count of third-degree
assault and possession of a weapon.
He was expected to be arraigned,

osslbl{ this week, while still in his

ospital bed in the burn unit of the
New York Hospital-Cornell Medical
Center in Manhattan.

Manhattan District Attorney Rob-
ert Morgenthau said Leary faces life
in prison if he is convicted on all
counts, New York Governor-Elect
George Pataki said the suspect should
face the death penalty if he is con-
s Stephen Murph

ary's altorney, Stephen Murphy,
who hays guined zotorﬁety by rep:g-
senting defendants in the controver-
sial Howard Beach and Bensonhurst
cases in New York City, told report-
ers his client is an Innocent victim
who has been unfairly tried and con-
victed by the news media,

1t was also reported last week that
New Jersey Transit authorities said
they did not believe Leary was re-
sponsible for placing twopipe bombs
on its No. |14 last month, The bus
line runs from Dunellen through
Unlon County including Scotch
Plains and into Manhattan, Both ds-
vices were found by the driver of the
empty bus. While a 14-Inch device
was determined to bs fake, the other
seven-inch device was real and was
detonated in the Walchung Reserva-
gon 3y the Unlon County Bomb
uad,

n plecing together thelr case
ﬁgalnlt Leary, authoritles believe the
rebombing was part of a series of
Flnnncd bombings (o extort money
'I;OII? the New York City Transit Au-
thorlty.
Polfco told reporters that ther re-
moved a number of papers from
Leary's 1987 Dodge which they al-
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lege gave 12 pages of specific no
on the suspect's strategy. Includ
were sketches of bombs and an o
line of his plan to terrorize the cit;
subway system,

One note reportedly said, “Plo
bombs in subway, create fear, ma
demands, call police, call Fede

‘Bursan of Investigation.” Afl

searching the notes they found in|
car and house and in his Brook|
apartments, law enforcement offici
said Leary referred tohimselfas T
Mad Bomber.”

Authoritles have also said th
belleve Leary had intended the bos
to go off after he exited the train a
as the train was in a subway tun
under the Bast River.

Some 61 items were removed
authorities on December 23 and |
pounded, They included three co
puters, casselte tapes and compu
disks.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those prepurlnwml teleancs f
submission to The Wesifleld Leader.
The Times ure remindedall copy shou
be In the hands of the Editor at S0
Straet, Westileld, by 4 p.m. on
Friday before the Thuriday on whi
they wish It to appear,

ader telenses alto may be mal
1o Post Office Box 250, Westfiel
07091, and Times nlc1m to Post Q
fico Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076,
meet (ho above requlrments,

Por events which hppon the wee
end priot to gubllcmm. preis releny
should reach the Edlior by Monday
tho woek of publication at {0 a.m,

Obltunrios will be taken untl Ty
day ol Sp.m, TR

ot evenis which are plahned wee
or months in advance, w “#ncour
submission of storled os early as px
sible prlof to tho event,

The above deadllmwro mean
mblo Us (o propare YOUr copy cur
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