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JUDICIAL VISIT...Judge James H. Coleman Jr. , recently nominated to the State’s Su

the Park Middle Schoal a lesson in how the court system operates,

Judge Coleman Encourages Children
At Park School to Keep Studying

Classic Studio for The Times
preme Court, gives children at

Township Resident to Become First Black State Supreme Court Justice Next Month

More than 80 students at the Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains
learned about the state's court system
firsthand from newly named Supreme
Court Justice James H. Coleman, Jr.

The school’s multi-cultural club
sponsored the judge's visit. The
Scotch Plains resident was noninated
over the summer by the Governor,
Mrs. Christine Todd Whitman, to re-
place retiring Justice Robert L.
Clifford who has reached the manda-
tory retirement age of 70. Judge
Coleman is 61.

Judge Coleman, who willofficially

hesworn in ataceremony next month,
told thechildren his experiencesover
the past 30 years as an attorney and a
judge. He hus seérved as a Judge on
the Appellate Division of the Supe-
rior Court and as a Presiding Appel-
late Court Judge.

As the state high court’s first black
AssociateJustice, Judge Coleman told
the children that his advancement,
from the son of a sharecropper who

grew up in a segregated Virginia to
his recent nomination on the high
court, is proof that a person can
achieve a goal if he works at it,

He told the children the tests their
teachers give them are important be-
cause they are the only measuring
sticks to see how much a class has
learned,

Mis. Mary Williams, the advisor
for Multicultural Committee told a
reporter, “The important message he
gave them was it's cool to be smart.”

Student Latoya Jones, President of
the club, said the visit will be always
remembered fondly by her class-
mates,

Mrs. Margaret Fitzgerald said the’ynv
achool's faculty declided o invie!

Judge Coleman after learning he re-
sided in Scotch Phins. The judge
accepted the invitation a few days
inter.

She said the mostimportant part of
the judge’s talk was his insistence to
students that they perform their best

Garages, Utility Areas Seen
As Not Part of Lot Coverages

LoBraces’ Variance, Involving This Question, Approved

By JEANNE WHITNEY
pecial Written for The Tumes

The Fanwood Board of Adjust-
ment made clear Thursday night that
the determination of per cent lot cov-
erage of a house when ::’rpl ing fora

aariance will not include the square
Jootage of qamses or utility areas,
but does include attached decks.

Zoning Officer Jeremiah P. O'Neil
reforred (0 neighboring Westfield's
variance code after saying the bor-
ough code was “unspecific” on what
was included in lot coverage calcula-
tions. The Westfield code totals year-
round habitable areas of the house, he
said.

In a separate letter, board member
Randall Doliber said he will leave the
board when his three-year term ends
in December. Citing increased work
duties, Mr. Doliber, an engineer, sald
he was first asked to join the board by
ihen-Mayor, Mrs. Patricia Kuran, af-
ter complaining about sidewalks,

The question of what to include in
lot coverage totals was highlighted
when a neighbor objected to the ap-
plication for covernge and sideyard
variances of Mr. and Mrs. Bennett
LoBrace of 8 Birchwood Terrace.
The neighbor, Robert Theising of &
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Birchwood Terrace, alsocomplained
of storm water drainage problems.
Eventually, the variances were
granted,

Mr. Theising said his original con-
cern arose over the LoBraces’ 1987
variance in which lot coverage was
described as 42.2 per cent.

Mr. Thelsing said he wasa member
of the Board of Adjustment at that
time. However, at Jast month's initial
hearing, the applicant's lot coverage
was said (o be somewhere between
36 and 38 per cent. At that point, the
hearing adjourned until accurate data
could mathercd.

According tocounsel forthe board,
Charles H. Brandt, variances for 40
per cent jot coverage and over re.
quiredifferent proofon thepartof the
applicant and unanimous approval
by the board.

Mr.O'Neil provided new measure-
ments of the LoBraces’ house when
the hearing resumed this month, He
snid lot coverar with the proposed
additions is 26.6 per cent. The
LoBraces' application is for a vari-

CONTIWURD ON MAOH 10

in their classes,
She said that statement was, “in-
valuable for someone of his statue to

Lawrenceville, Vi
a schoofhouse which had no indoor
bathroom. Inaddition, the school had
a wood-burning stove which the stu-
dents kept burnin
At the age of

B

. Eighth-grader Samone Clemons
told a reporter that Judge Coleman
has motivated her*‘to becomeajudge,
and he taught me that you have to get
good grades to become a lawyer and

Another eighth-grader, Matthew
Pavoni, aid he now has a better un-
derstanding of thestate’s judicial sys-
tem. He also said he has been moti-
vated to achieve good grades in

~Judge Coleman graduated from

~izginia State.College in 1956, naw

“cafled Virginia State University, in
Petersberg, Virginia, and from
Howard University Schoolof Law in
Washington, D.C, in 1959,

Upon his approval to the court by
the State Senatein October, the judge
was quoted as saying, “‘My appoint-
ment should serve as a symbol of
hope to deprived
work hard encug
there is a chance you can succeed.”

ople that if you
and stay clean

frew up in
niaand attended

g. Judge Coleman
chopped wood, did yard work and
picked tobacco to earn extra money
to purchase clothing and school sup-

Judge Coleman showed his leader-
ship qualities ata young age, serving
as head of his elementary school class
and as President all four years at the .
all-black James Solomon Russell
High School from which he gradu-
ated in 1952,

While in high school, he was a
memberof bothfootball and baseball

teams,

Originally planning to become a
surgeon, Judge Coleman sald he was
forced to abandon that goal dueto his
allergy to formaldehyde,

Upon graduating high school, the
judge moved to New Jersey where he
stayed with his brother and his wife
and two children. During his stay he
worked for$ | hourata Newark brew-

ery.
¥rhe Job enabled the judge to save
enough money toattend Virginia State
that foll. He later worked summer
CONTWARD O 404 10

FLAG UNFURLED..Scolch Plaina officials are shown atop the new Senlor
Cltizens Housing Comrloxlnlm township ralsingan American nn‘r’..s':wwn.lm

{o righl, are: Frank C
Corporations Jonathan Fllls, the
Karl Nagle, the Resident En,

Ci lm‘

habltation sometime next year,

eminshiaw, the Chalrman of the Sinlor Cl
l"lro Chlef; Councliwoman, My, [rene Schmid(s

o Relder, (he Cha
Corparation, and
he complex will be ready for

qlnm (eor
ing Commlitter for the Nenlor Citizen
the Superintendent for the contractor,

(rman of the Bulld.
Anthony

REPRESENTATIVE FRANKS CALLS CONCEPT INSIGNIFICANT

Agency’s Plan to Reroute Planes
Called Unacceptable to Reduce
Air Traffic Noise Problem

Proposal Would Shift Patterns Away From County;
Opposition Group Wants Airlines to Fly Over Ocean

A proposal by the Federal Aviation
Administration to reroute aircraft,
presently flying over eastern Union
County, to the north and central part
of the state was declared unaccept-
able by county residents and elected

_ officials during a public hearing ear-
lier this month. _
- The agency's new plan would re-
route airplanes over wide sections of
the state in order to provide some
19,000 residents of the western por-
tion of the county relief from the
noise. That number, the agency has
indicated, would account for 40 per
cent of those county residents who
are subjected to the aircraft noise,

An alternative proposal put for-
ward by the New Jersey Coalition
Against Aircraft Noise calls for the
aircraft to have their routes shifted
over the Atlantic Ocean. The plan is
said to have been developed by a
consultant who once was employed

. by the aviation agency.

The agency as said such a proposal
is nota solutionsince it would simply
shift the problem to some 460,000
residents of Ocean County and the
southern part of the state. The
agency’s representatives told those
attending the November 14 hearing
in Cranford the coalitions proposal
wouldhave aircraft fly overthe ocean
until they reached the Barnegat Inlet
in Ocean County where they would
start flying overland at 20,000 feetin
altitude.

Agency officials have indicated the
plan would only provide relief for
685,000 residents in Union, Essex,
Middlesex, Monmouth and Morris
Countles. : .

Aircraft noise first became an is-
suein 1987 when the aviation agency

Jimplemented it{ Expnjideg Rust Coast
Plan Which rerooted airplaies in" or-

der to reduce delays at Newark and
John F. Kennedy International Air-
ports and LaGuardia Airport,
Kennedy and LaGuardia airports are
both locatedinthe BoroughofQueens
in New York City.

Residents as far as 40 miles from
the closest airport complained of in-
creased jetliner noise over their
homes. The agency is said to have
first denied there was a problem.

Itreleasedarevisedenvironmental
study in September in response to a
directive by Congress in 1990, The
study included the agency’s first rec-
;)mmendation to address the prob-
em.

One of those who spoke at the
hearing was Representative Robert
D. Franks, who represents the Sev-
enth Congressional District, which
includes Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, who said he does not be-
lieve the agency's proposal will pro-
vide “comprehensive relief” to solve
the aircraft noise problem.

Representative Franks called the
agency’sclaimthat its proposal would
not increase noise in some areas of
the state *“‘preposterous.” In addition,

- he was quoted as saying the agency’s

proposal would “merely resultinother
commiunities being subjected to in-
tolerable levels of aircraft noise.”

He accused the agency of “trans-
ferring” the noise to another part of
the state which deemed was “unac-
ceptable” and for which he was *‘ex-
tremely concerned.” v

Upontheirinvestigation, members
of Representative Franks' officehave
determined the agency's proposal
would only reduce air traffic noise by
three-tenths of a decibel in two
Cranford nelghborhoods which the
Representative said would be “insig.
nificant.” co

Two Scotch Plains residents also
spoke during the hearing with one in
favor and one against the agency’s
recommendation, Dennis Hardie said
he was in favor of the agency’s plan,
which he helped develop, because it
would provide immediate relief for
Union County residents, Mr. Hardie
was the only member of the coalition’s
22 directors to vote in favor of the

agency’s plan. ’

Kiwanis Clubs to Sell
Luminaries: Page 3

Mr. Hardie explained the plan
wouldshiftair traffic departures from
a navigation device located at New-
ark International to one at the Solberg
Airportin Huntérdon County. He told
those in attendance that no matter
which solution is implemented, air-

- planes will fly.over populated areas.

He said the coalition’s proposal to
shift air traffic over the ocean would
cause airplanes to fly over populated
areas of Staten Island and Monmouth
County.

Richard Obrock came to the meet-
ing dressed as aclown in order to put
an emphasis on why the agency is
opposed to rerouting air traffic over
the ocean.

When identifying himself as a
Scotch Plains resident he rcPortedly
noted, “For the record, that's Plains
not Planes.”

_Mr,.Obrock gave 10 reasons of

- why he felt the aviation agency was

against the coalition's proposal. The
top reason was, “It makes perfect
sense.” .

The agency also held hearings in
Tinton Falls and Bridgewater.

Floridian Restaurant Application
Given Go Ahead by Planning Board

Public Hearing on Township Master Plan Is Expected Soon

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Wristen for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning

Board held an informal discus-
sion on Monday concerning the
township's pending revision of its
Master Plan which will serve as
the foundation for community
development over the next six
years and which is expected to
receive a public hearing soon.

Board members led by Master
Plan Review Committee Chair-
woman, Mrs, Maria Sartor, at-
tempted to formulate with mem-
bers of the Downtown Business
Alliance a tentative timeline for
finalizing developmentofthe plan
which represents a cooperative
effort between local government,
members of the public and busi-
ness leaders,

Reports on the Master Plan re-
examination are being prepared
for the board by the planning
consultanting firmof Moskowitz,
Heyer & Gruel, and The Atlantic
Group.

The plan is expected to reflect
significant input not only from
the Township Council and the
Planning Board but also from lo-
cal merchants who hope to ben-
efit from the burgeoning effort to
revitalize the downtown business
areq, It isanticipated future devel-
opment of the downtown area, as
well as other commercial pockets
in Scotch Plains, will be covered
extensively In the Moater Plan,

SHOPPING DAYS
LEFT TO CHRISTMAS

N2

In other business, the Planning
Board memorialized a resolution
confirming its October 3 approval
with conditions of a site plan ap-
plication for area reslauranteur
Harry Lagos to open anestablish-
ment o be known as the Floridian
Family Restaurantat 367 and 375
Terrill Road, the current site of a
Mobil service station.

-The board approved the appli-
cation with several conditions, in-
cluding stipulations that all side-
walks around the restaurant con-
firm to a local ordinance; side-
walks mustbe fourfeet wide wher-
ever possible; the northerly cor-
ner of the parking lot be lit and
that the lot be moved forward by
18 inches,

New Executive Director Chosen
For YMCA, Please See Page 2
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ABORTION PROTEST..Antl-abortlon demonaieators picketéd oulaide the

Scotch Plalnamed|cal offices of Dr. P:ll'lrl. Gren, Dr. Marfan K, Schwartz and

Dr. Jonnne F, Pellicane on Sscond 8t

Mrs. Mary Ellen Mutholland and Mrs. Margaret Cowan, bot
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