
SCOTCH PLAINS — Serving Scotch Plains and Fanwood Since 1959 — rjurwooD
USPS485MO J

Second Clan Fwtaft Pild at Scotch rtalm, MJ. Thursday, November 3,1994
Publhhcd

Every Thumb? 232-4407 FORTY' CENTS

FALL GENERAL ELECTION WILL BE CONDUCTED NEXT TUESDAY

e Incumbent Republicans Face Three Democratic Hopefuls,
,784 Citizens in the Township Are Registered to Cast Ballots
onsist of 3,386 Republicans, 2,860 Democrats and 6,538 Independents; Democrats Can Take Control

Only If They Win All Three Seats Up for Grabs; Polls Will Be Kept Open From 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
By PAUL j . PEYTON
SptctalfyWrittm/brntTtmu

Three incumbent Republicans will
faceoffagainsttheirDemocraticchal-
lengers in the race for Scotch Plains
Township Council as voters head to
the polls this Tuesday, November 8.
The Republicans currently have a 5-
0 majority on the council. A term on
the council is four years.

Democrats Miss Theresa D. Ford,
Harold M. Burwell and Mrs. Barbara
S. Schwartz are running against Re-

publican incumbents, Robert
Johnston, Mrs. Joan Papen and Mrs.
Irene Schmidt.

Polls throughout the state will be
open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. A com-
plete listing of polling places appears
inside in this issue.

According to a spokesman for the
Union County Board of Elections,
the township has 12,784 registered
voters which is broken down to 3,386
Republicans, 2,860 Democrats and
6,538 Independents.
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Borough Councilman

Councilman Johnston is serving as
Deputy Mayor this year. A resident
for 29 years, he is employed as a
Telecommunications Manager with
Exxon Corporation. He is a former
Regional Account Manager for New
Jersey Bell and AT&T.

He currently serves as Council Li-
aison to the Recreation Commission,
the Environmental Commission and
the Fire Department and is the Alter-
nate Liaison to the Senior Citizen
Housing Corporation. Deputy Mayor
Jdhnston is also the Council Repre-
sentative for the Sewer Authority.

Mr. Johnston has served on the
Scotch Plains Planning Board for 17
years and was Chairman for 12 of
those years.

The Councilman is a lifetime mem-
ber of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Jaycees and serves as a Lector at All
Saints Episcopal Church in the town-
ship. He played in the county's senior
softball league and is active in-the St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church Softball League. He
is a former Little League umpire and
serves as a Recreation Basketball ref-
eree as well as a Junior Achievement
Advisor.

Mrs. Schmidt has resided in the
township for 26 years. Prior to that,
she had lived in Fahwood for nine
years.

Polling Places, Races
For County, State:

See Page 44
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the council.
Currently, she serves on the Master

Plan and the Downtown Vitalization
Committees. She is a member of the
League of Municipalities Legislative
Committee in which she serves on
the Land Use and Environmental
Committee.

Mrs. Schmidt is a member of the
Union County Alliance, the Union
County League of Municipalities, the
Union County Chamber of Com*
merce and the Scotch Mains-Fanwood
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Township Candidates Air Positions
On Taxes, Budget, Downtown Renewal

Three Republicans Say Opponents Lack Experience in Government;
Mr. Burwell Accuses Incumbents of 'Dragging Feet* an Taxes and Service, t

Control of Borough Council Hangs
In Balance in Tuesday's Election

Of the 4,434 Registered Voters, 2,457 Are independents,
1,092, Republicans, and 885, Democrats; Potts WUl Open at 7 a.m.

By PAUL J.PEYTON
' Jpffwfty Written Jot iit$ TiMM

Fanwood voter* will decide this
Tuesday, November 8, whether the
Democrats will maintain their 4*3
majority on the Borough Council,
Two Democrat! and two Republi-
cans are bidding for the watt on the
Borough Council currently held by
Councilman Kevin McGonigle, a
Democrat, and Republican Council-
mail Donald S. Kolterjahn, Both are
notseeklng reelection.

Tbo Republican! muit win both
raeoa to gain control of the council.
Democrati, William B. Popului, Jr.
and Mri. Linda Muller, are running
sjalmtRepubllcanJoel Whltaker and
Dr. Chatter Undiey.

Election polls throughout the itate
will be open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.
A lilting of polling placet can be
found in the Imlde of this laaue.

According to a spokesman for the
Union County Board of Elections,
there are 4,434 registered voters In
the borough which Includes 1,092
Republicans, 88S Democrats and
2,457 Independents.

Students Conduct
Drive to Create

Adrian Andrew Fund
Adrian Andrews, a senior at

Scotch Plalns-Fanwood High
School, was killed In a car accident
on August 20. In his memory, the
atudents of the high school will
conductodrlvetocreote The Adrian
Andrews Fund.The fund-raiser will
be held Sunday, November 6.

Canisters will be In local stores
•nd at the high school throughout
this time. The donations will be
uied to support the development of
• street hockey rink for the youth of
the community.

A Fanwood resident for 36 yean,
Mr. Lindiey served on the Borough
Council from 1989 to 1992. He has
had an optometrist practice since
1938.

A United States Navy veteran, Mr.
Undsey has served three terms as
PresldentoftheFanwood Lions Club.
He has served as former Chairman of
the Heart Fund and on the Fanwood
Rescue Squad from 1962 through

He Is a graduate of Pennsylvania
College with a degree In optometry.

Mr. Whltaker Is the Editor and
Publisher of Whltaker Newslettera, a
company he founded in 1980. He Is
Chairman of the county's Local Ad-
visory Commission on Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse.

He served on the borough's Plan*
nlng Board from 1981 through 198S
and woi Chairman of the board from
1983 to 1985. Mr. Whltaker was a
member of the Downtown Develop*
tnent Commission from 1984 to 1986.

He has a master's degree In jour-
nalism from Indiana University and a
Juris Doctorate from the Temple
University Law School.

Areildentof Fanwood for 15 years,
Mr. Whltaker was aDean's Llstgrodu-
ate of the United States Army Com-
mand and the Army Intelligence
School. He retired from the united
States Army Reserves In 1985.

Mrs, Muller has lived In the bor-
ough for 16 years. A former teacher
In four different states, she Is em-
ployed as a Sales Representative for
Dow Jones.

The candidate Is a graduate of the
State University of New York and has
two grown children.

Mrs. Muller has served ilx years
on the borough's Environmental
Commission and supported obtain-
ing environmental grants to update

Fanwood's natural resource Inven-
tory and improve the educational
opportunities in the community's
Nature Center.

She served eight years on the
county's Democratic Committee and
Is the Past President of the Fanwood
Democratic Club.

Mr. Popului, a former Fanwood
Council member, la the President of
Populus & Associates. Inc., a real*
dentlal real estate appraisal firm
founded In 1973. He Is also the Presi-
dent of Populus Real Estate, Inc., a
firm specializing In the tale, financ-
ing and rehabilitation of residential
and commercial real estate which was
founded in 1968. Both companies are
based In Plalnfield.

He is a licensed Real Estate Ap-
praiser in the state and a certified
Real Estate Appraiser with the Na-
tional Association oflndependentFee
Appraisers. Mr. Populus Is also a
Licensed Real Batata Broker in the
state.

The candidate Is • certified ap-
praiser with the United States De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and is a Designated Pee
Appraiser for the United States Vet-
erans Air wlatlon,

Mr. Popului Is Past President and
Oovernor of the Plalnfleld-Area
Board of Realtors, Past Presldentand
a member of the New Jersey Real-
tors, a member of the National Asso-
ciation of Real Estate Appraisers, and

OMfflUnW

By GLENN R. KAPUNSKV
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In an effort to "promote political
responsibility through non-partisan-
ship" the Westfield Area Chapter of
the League of Women Voters spon-
sored a debate for six candidates vy-
ing for the three Township Council
seats in Scotch Plains. Next year will
be the 75th anniversary of the league.

Mrs. Margaret Watker of the
League of Women Voters from
Westfieldpresided as moderator. The
candidates were given three minutes
for opening statements followed by
questions from the audience and then
each was given two minutes for a
closing statement.

The Republican incumbents seek-
ing reelection are Deputy Mayor
Robert Johnston, Mrs. Joan Papen
and Mrs. Irene Schmidt. Their Demo-
cratic challengers are Harold M.
Burwell, Miss Teresa D. Ford and
Mrs. Barbara S. Schwartz.

Miss Ford was unable to attend the
program due to illness.

In their opening statements, the
Republlcansstressedthelrmanyyears
of council and civic government ex-
perience and contrasted this with what
they charged was their opponents In*
experience in government.

Counciiwoman Schmidt, speaking
of the Senior Citizens Housing
Compelx which Is targeted for
completion next year, explained the
project is being dona "without extra
cost to the taxpayers," Approximately
110 senior citizens will reside in the
complex once It is completed,

"I ask you to look at our record.
Then examine the rhetoric of our
opponents," she urged.

Councilman Johnston In his open-
ing remarks emphasized that"... nu-
merous new businesses have opened
in our downtown shopping district.
Four new sites have been approved
for construction and are currently
underway"

Counciiwoman Papen said, "Dur-
ing the last four years, we have se-
cured over $1.2 million in state and
federal grants."

"Most of these grants have been

used for our capital improvement
projects. Of every dollar you pay in
taxes, we keep only 17 cents," she
explained.

COMWUnONMOfM

Ridgeview Improvements
In Limbo Over High Bids

Negotiations with Three Firms Prove Unfruitful
By GLENN A. KAPLIMSKY

Spnhlt,Wrlmn/l>rnn
ThomaiRAtkins,ScotchPlaJnsTown-

•hip Manager, at Tuesday's Township
CouncilConferencemeetingrevealedthat
negotiation* with two of the three re-

improvement job have not been fruitful],
The bids are still $9,600 to $11,000 over
what Towmhlp Engineer C. Stephen
Klruoy had projected.

Mr. Atkins was authorized by the coun-
cil at the lost public meeting to enter Into
negotiations with the rejected bids. Mr,
Atkins laid the contractors may feel tMi
relatively "small" job at the end of the
year Is not In their best Interests. The
project, which has been bid on two ocea-
ilom, will be re-bid again, it Is hoped the
work will commence on Ridgeview Av«
enue in trie spring.

The council has declined to sign an
easement agreement with Mr. andMn,
Paul DlPrunceioe for the construction of
three second-floor apartments over their
property on ParkAvenue. The aportmenu
were to be constructed over the former
Westberi Jewelers, the Raven Optical
Shop and Vlc'i Barber Shop. ,

Mr. and Mrs. DIFranceseo and their
agents, Domlnlck DIPrinoeico and
Rachel DlMonte, have previously ap-
plied to tiie Planning Board for the ease*
mom, The applicants are seeking the re-
turn of approximately 43 per cent of the
easement they granted to the township in
1917 in conjunction with the Improve*
ments nude to Parking Lot No. 2 located
behind the property,

A sidewalk was constructed as a result

of the easement. Robert LaCcwtt, Town-
ship Building Inspector, will inspect the
prmperty ana try to come up with a pos-
sible compromise. I

The council acknowledged the receipt
of a petition signed by 20 downtown
business establishment* and dated Octo-
ber 20. The signers have required that a
two-hour limit be placed on parking in

DEADLINES HI
PAPERS SERVE YOU
Those preparing prais roleaios for

submission to Thtwestflild Leader or
77i#7Ym«areremlndedallcDpyihould
be In the hands of the Edlto • at SO Elm
Street, Westfield, by 4 pm. on the
Friday before the Thursday on which
they wish It to appear.

Ltadir release! also mnj be mailed
to Post Office Box 230, Weitfleld,
07091, and Tlmti releases a Poet Of-
fice Box 368, Scotch Plalm, 07076, to
meet the above requlrenWi ts.

Per event! which happei i the week-
end prior to publication, pron releases
should reach the Editor by Monday of
tin week of publication at 10 a m

Obituaries will be taken until Tues-
day at $ p.m.

For events which are planned weeks
or months In advance, we encourage
submission of stories as eirly na pos
slble prior to the event,

The above deadlines am moant to
enable us to prepare your copy care
fully,

CAST YOUR BALLOT

p - HOW TO OIT THITIMM
Just Fill in the Form

On Page 24
And Return It to Us!

Discriminating Filmgoers Read Popcorn Every Week, See Page 37


