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STRIKE THREE;..Christopher Brien of Scotch Plains takes his best throw a the pitching cage during part of festi
“held at the Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Churc 3, theo o
annual event was attended by about 30,000 persons,

statue of Saint Nicholas.

 Officials Struggle to Re
- On Home Built Slightly '

h Festival held September 3, through 5. The 20th
highlighted by a parade through the fairgrounds and ending at the
' : i

Classic Studio for The Times

ROADS FOUND TO BE IN GOOD REPAIR

'One Violation on Rubbish Found
After Some Complaints Are Received
‘Over Commercial Property Sites

Hazardous Waste Day in Township to Be Conducted
On Saturday, September 10, From 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Speciutly Written for The Times

Following complaints by town- -

ship residents about activities on
commercial properties at Waverly
Place and Jerusalem Road at the
August 16 council meeting, a
Uniform Fire Code violation was
discovered at The Portuguese
Mason Inc. on Jerusalem Road in
Scotch Plains, officials said.

An inspection on August 17 by
Fire Chief Jonathan P. Ellis re-
vealed storage of waste paper and

ach Fair Decision
Too Close to House

The Structure Extended 1.8 Feet Over 30-Foot Min

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A dispute between two neigh-
boring families over a partially-
constructed addition on the one
family’s home drew emotional
testimony from the opposing par-
ties as officials struggled to reach
a fair verdict during last
Thursday’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment. -

Board members ultimately
voted in favor of Mr. and Mrs.
David Rien, owners of the subject
property at 18 Fenimore Drive,
who sought a varignce for, work to.
resume on the addition to their
two-story home. The coyple, who
have two children, want to ex-

pand their living quarters to in-
clude a larger kitchen and recre-
ational space.

Mr. and Mrs. Rien, accompa-
nied by Scotch Plains attorney
Thomas Russo, explained that
work begun approximately June
1 on their home was 80 to 90 per
cent completed when they were
forced to halt construction in mid-
July afterasurveyor hired by their.
nextdoorneighbordiscovered that
thestructureextended 1.8 feet over
the 30-foot minimum sideyard
setback mandated by the Build- .
ing Code. A . y
*The applicants, who had re-
ceived approval for the addition
from the Scotch Plains Building

Bowcraft Ride Probed
For Clues to Accident

Doctors Say Boy Will Recover From 50-Foot Fall

. Asix-year-old Union boy who fell
50 feet from the top of a ferris wheel
August 30 at the Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park in Scotch Plains is ex-
pected to make a full recovery, ac-
cording to published reports,

Evan Manganiello suffered a frac-
tured skull from the fall to the con-
crete pavement below and had to be
transported by helicopter to
Morristown Memorial Hospital,

As the boy plunged from the car-
ringe where he, his brother and a
friend were sitting, he struck the
spokes of the giant wheel whichdoc-
tors now say prevented more serious
injuties, such as brain domage.

A doctor who was at the park when
the accident occurred is also credited
withipreventing further medical com-
plications, He is said to have in-
structed the boy's mother to apply
pressure to the boy's head to lessen
the bleeding until paramedics arrived.

The other two children, Tyler
Manganiello, 7,and Brittany Pezzillo,
6. fell out of their carringe but man-
aged to hold on to the safety baruntil
a bystander and park employee,
Dwayne Gilliam of Scotch Plains,
climbed to rescue them,

The accident occurred when the
ride came to a sudden stop which
caused the safety bar to sprlnr loose.

Police are trying to determine why
the bar came loose. Scotch Plainy
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DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those preparing pross roleuscs for
lubmlultsng The Weafield Leader ot
The Timesare remindedall copy should
be In the hands of the Edllor at S0 Elm
Street, Westfleld, by 4 p.m. on the
I;‘rlday'b'c‘f'orr the Thuradny on which
(hey wiah it to uppear.

me nlm't,sp:llo may de mailed
io Post Office Box 250, Westlield,
07091, and Times releases to Post OF-
fice Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076, lo
ineet the above requirement.

For events which happen the weok-
ond prior to publication, press roleases
should roach the Bditor by Monduy of
the week of publicatlon at 10 a.m.

Obituarios will be taken unti! Tues-
tlu{ utSp.m

tor avents which are planned weeks
or months In ndvance, we oncourige
submisslon of storios us oarly as pos-
sble prior to tho event,

The above deadlines ure meant lo

?:nnhle us lo prepate your copy cure-
ully.

Detective Carl Sicola was quoted us
saying it Is assumed the bar was not
pr?‘yerly secured.

‘Nocharges will be pressed against
the employee, Gary Gadek, 18, of
Westfield, responsible for the ferris
wheel, police said. .

The park management has suid the
terris wheél will not be run until stale
officials say it is safe.

[ T T |

State investigators from the Labor
Department started their probe on
CONTIMIED ON PAGE 10
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THAT'S A BIG TOMATOL Alecln Lambros of S¢otch Iﬁu ns won
{he children’s contest of the 17th Annunl New Jersey ‘Tomuto Cham
held August 37, Hor tomuto welghed one pound and 13.8 ouncen, '1

Department before construction
began, testified the cease-and-de-
sist order had restricted their cur-
rent living space for the past six
weeks|and left their home im-
properly insulated and vulnerable
to intryders.

Mrs.|Rien, in an emotional ap-
peal tojthe board, said the partial
constriction cut into the existing
residence, making it impossible
to fully air condition their home
for their young son’s asthma not
toheat it, and begged officials not

-to postpone their decision until

-~

y's October 13 rneeting.‘

Thizcpuple emphasized that they
had y;olified the 10 families, as
required, within 200 feet of their
home, 4nd that nearly all had been
very supportive of their variance
bid. They added that they have
also re¢eived numerous compli-
ments from passersby who feel
the addition, ‘designed to appear
as'if it| was part of the original
structure, has enhanced the neigh-
borhood. '

An exception was Don Erdley,
the next-door neighbor living at
20Fenimore Drive, whocontested
the variance application with
charges of “willful negligence on
the part of agents of the property
owners," including the architect
who designed the Riens' site plan,
the Building Department andcon-
struction officials,

Iapsic Sludiy for The Times
e nfnce fn

mmhlr
v ndult

content wits won hy u wonian from Monmouth County whuse entry welghed 4.3

ds, The Unlon County contest way held at W)lllims Nursery In
e the contost for the past alx yonn.,l’lcmrod with
Atechn Iv Duvid Willanw of the nursery, ‘

an officinl wolgh station

ontileld,

'

poler weather is expecied.

imum Sideyard Setback Requirement

Mr. Erdley, a civil engineer,
stated in a prepared written state-
ment that individuals and agen-
cies responsible for developing
the site plan and approving the
plan and the building permit for
the addition “should have insisted
on staying within municipal regu-
lations” and .indicated that he
would appeal a decision by the
board allowing construction on
the Rien house to progress. .

The neighbor, subsequently
called by the board to testify un-
der oath, stated there had beenno.

‘previous dféputé with the Riens

over the propérty line, though ht

sald he and his wife had twice

advised the couple not to exceed
CONTINVED ON PAGE 10

rubbish in the rear yard, in viola-
tion of the New Jersey Uniform
Fire Safety Act.

Violations that are not corrected
within an allotted time period are
subject to fines of up to $5,000 per
day.

Director of Public Property
Walter F. Dinizo notified Munici-
pal Manager Thomas E. Atkins in
a letter dated August 23 that he
did not find evidence of poorroad
conditions on Waverly Place.

This street was paved in 1992,
he said. Mr. Dinizo did find tree
stumps on Waverly Place from
trees removed last year. Caffrey
Tree Service had said they would
make grinding these stumps a top
priority.

Astorezoningany of these com-
mercial areas, Mr. Atkins told the
council he understood that it was
not possible.

However, in a memo to several

Township Department heads Mr.
Atkins said, “Itisincumbent upon
commercial and industrial prop-
erty owners that might be near
residences to try to be as courte-
ous as possible, keeping in mind
that homes are right in the vicinity
of their operations.”

'Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
wrote in a letter to a Waverly
Pldce resident on August 18 that,
“I believe in the past several years
I have done as_much as I could
within my jurisdiction to keep the

“cominercial properties in your’

neighborhood in compliance with
the township’s standards.”

Mayor William F. McClintock,
Jr. said that some businesses indi-
cated they felt they had been spo-
kenabout unfairly at the last coun-
cil meeting.

“They weren’t at the meeting.
They may come September 13,”
he said.

In other news, this Saturday,
September 10, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m,, the Union County Utilities
Authority will sponsor a Hazard-
ous Waste Day at the Department
of Works yard in the township. |

Thisisan opportunity forcounty ;
residents to dispose of material,
that should not be put with regular:
trash. E

Materials considered hazardous’
waste are: aerosol cans, antifreeze, '
batteries, motor oil, caustics, cor-
rosives, cleaners, fire extinguish-,
ers, oil-based paint, varnish, pes-
ticides, herbicides, pool chemi-
cals, propane tanks, smokealarms,
solvents, thinners and thermostats.

The council moved and sec-
onded in its conference meeting
last night, that the 7 per cent ad-
ministration fee paid to the town- -
ship on the hiring of police offic-
ers for extra duty assignments be
raised to 10 per cent.

Although private vendors hire
the officers, scheduling is done -
through the Chief of Police and
payment through the Department
of Finance. . '

< Township Manager Me"Atkins

told "the Councll that rates for
_workers compensation premiums
CONTINVED ON PAGE 10

Township Will Spend $4,000 to Fight

- Proposed Rate Hike by Water Company

Overall Increase Could Amount to Around $11.7 Million for Municipality and Residents

By JEANNE WHITNEY

pecially Writtem for The Times

Inamovethat would add Scotch
Plains to a coalition of six other
towns, the Township Council last
night agreed to spendan estimated
$4,000to fight the Elizabethtown
Water Company’s proposed rate
increase.

The increase, scheduled to take
effect Sunday, January 1, would
be a substantial increase for resi-
dents, as well as township public
entitles, Directorof Finance Ulrich
“Al" Steinberg said in a letter to
Municipal Manager Thomas E.
Atkins,

M. Steinberg sees the overall
increase of 11.9 per cent totaling
$11,783,690 per year for Scotch
Plains. The increase for residents
would be 20.4 per cent on facility
charges and 14.6 percent on con-
sumption charges.

Increases on the Public Fire
Service would be 7.68 per cent.
Scotch Plains spends about
$282,000 per year now, for 426
fire hydrants and the water lines
connected to them, Mr. Atkins
sald at the council conference
meeting.

Other towns in the coalition are
Branchburg, Rendington, Union,
Montgomery, Raritan and War-
ren.

The coalition is directed by staff
lawyers of Analytic Resources,

Inc., a consulting firm based in,

Wall Township.

Towns have been asked tocom-
mit to joining the conlition with a
resolution by today.

On the agendu for the council's
first gathering since August were
(wo items:

¢« Completion of the rondway
improvements for Jackson and
Hoe Avenues und St, Ann Streel
will require an additional
$115,000. ‘

+ Abondordinanceamendment

will be necessary to supplement

the $65,000 from the Community
Development funds, Mr. Atkins
said..

No federal government funds
are available for this, he added.
The drainage work isalready com-
pleted and the township will re-
ceive bids for the work Friday,
September 23,

At'the Tuesday, September 13,
meeting, the council willcontinue
the public hearing and have the
second and final reading on the
ordinance amendment to its traf-
fic ordinances concerning the set-
ting of Lake Avenue speed limits.

At this time, the township legal
counsel has asked the state Bu-
reau of Traffic Bngineering
whether Lake Avenue is wholly

£ T : - » “}, A : ¢ NG "
AND THE BAND PLAYED ON...The Scotch PlainssFanwood Hi

contained within Scotch Plains.

This would affect the authority
the township has to set speed lim-
its on Lake Avenue.

A town ordinance amendment
was unanimously recommended
to the council by the Planning
Board. regarding the use of all
brick or combination of concrete
and brick walkways in the busi-
ness district primarily along East
Second Street and Park Avenue.

Mayor William F. McClintock,
Jr. noted there had been requests
for guidance from merchantsasto
design of the brick pavements.
The Mayor said those he had seen
that were already done looked
good,
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At

Bchool

Raldor Marching Dand Invited thelr purents to the high school fleld OI.lh Septam.
ber 1 to preview the band's new show, Bund members completed Band Camp
that evening. ‘The presentation gave them an opportunity to dcmonm?u ow
i byt anplind ra i n, K s
squad ynrforml Mageiwirling routines to the music, Band MII',I.ILH wllf begin

reporting to school at 6180 a.m. today, Thursday, September §, for rehearsals
which will continue through next month,



