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A BROAD VIEW...Park Middle
“‘Celebrate Unity Through Diversity”

Ly

School stﬁdents and staff engaged in two-day
activities before the school year ended.

Among theevents were a Sierra Leonenative asguest speaker, an Ethnic Games
Festival for seventh graders, a multicultural skit “Cooking Up a Country” put
on by eighth graders and many displays, including an Ellis Island “Gateway to
Freedom,” coats of arms and mathematics projects. As seen above Park eighth
graders also created shadow boxes depicting their individual ancestries.
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School Board Defeats Motion to Delay
Strategic Plan for 1994-1993 in 7-2 Vote

Controversy Arises Over Hiring of Keith Hertell as Soccer Coach

By ELLEN RADIN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

-of Education defeated a motion to

delay funding of the Strategic Plan-
ning Implementation Plan for the
1994-1995 school year.

In action taken at its July 28 meet-
ing, the board decided that imple-
mentation was one of the district’s

. goals for the coming school year, and

the board also announced the ap-
pointment of Keith Hertell of
Westfield as coach to the girls high
school soccer team, which appoint-
ment was objected to by some of the
approximately 50 parents who at-
tended the four-hour meeting. *
Board member AlbertJ. Syvertsen
introduced a motion to delay funding

Township Released From Recycling Agreement
With Company That Pleaded Guilty to Fraud

Union County Utilities Authority Subcontractor Vows to Appeal Superior Court Ruling

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As the full scope of the victory
of Scotch Plains in a lawsuit re-
leasing the township from its re-
cycling contract with the Union
County Utilities Authority and a
firm whose parent company
pleaded guilty to fraud is still be-
ing determined, the township is
expected to continue the existing
contract for at least two more
months in the interm,

Superior Court Judge John M.
Boyle ruled the township is free
of its contract as soon as it has
found another means of collect-
ing recycleables in the township.

As part of his ruling the Judge
also released the authority from
its contractual agreement with
Advanced Technology Systems,
Inc, known as ARTS, specify
whether the authority was free on
the ARTS contract for just Scotch
Plains or all for the other towns
contracted through the recycling
entity.

Scotch Plains is just one of 12
municipalities in the county that
contracts with ARTS for its recy-
cling. ARTS is subcontracted by
the utilities authority to pickup
recyleables. The company’s par-
ent,Lin-RiverAssociates, pleaded
guilty in December to frauding
the authority out of $2.1 million.
Lin-River officials have said they
will appeal last week's ruling,

Judge Boyle in his verdict said
the bottom line of the case was
whether the township was bound
to its contract even though it did
not have the knowledge when it
signed the deal that thecompany's
officials had committed a crime.

Thomas E. Atkins, Township
Administrator, told The Timesthat
Judge Boyle's ruling reinforces
the notion of “good honest gov-
ernment.” He said the Township
Council did not want to see tax-
payers money being spent on a
company that had pleaded guilty
to bilking county taxpayers out of
millions of dollars.

M. Atkins said the council was
notaware that the main principals
of ARTS, Frank Capone and James
C. Maduluna, were involved in
criminal activity until they pleaded
guilty as part of a plea bargain in
December of last year.

“We almost had a stroke,” said
Mr. Atkins in reflecting on the
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governing body'’s first reaction to
the information.

“This lawsuit had nothing to
with money, but rather with what
the council thought was right.
Ultimately this ruling is a real
victory for people who believe in
good honest government,” he said.

Mr. Atkins disputed the argu-
ment made by David Nasta, Lin-
River's attorney, who said ARTS
should not be held liable for any
crime because it is a separate op-
eration.

Mr. Atkins said the governing
body felt the recycling company
should be held responsible since
the same principals are involved
with both operations as well as
that of Automated Modular sys-
tems, known as AMS Inc., which
operated a transfer station for

refuse in Linden. P

AMS was the focus of the in-
vestigation by the Union County

Board of Health
Announces Deadline

For Cat Licenses

The Fanwood Board of Health is
reminding boroughresidents thatown-
ers of cats are required to obtain li-
censes on or after Thursday, Septem-
ber 1. These licenses will expire on
January 31 of next year and will be
subject to renewal at that time.

eordinance, adopted by theboard
on April 6, has set a fee of $2.25 for
each unneutered cat and $1.50 for neu-
tered cats. Both are for the period of
September | through January 31,1995,
The fee for the period of February 1,
1995 to January 31, 1996 and for each
successive llcenslrzf syear are $8.80 for
unneutered cats and $5.80 for neutered
cats.

The board has sald that residents
who fail to comply with the time peri.
ods sel in the ordinance are subject to
late fees,

The license can be obtained in the
Borough Administrator’s office dur-
ing normal business hours at 75 North
Marine Avenue or by mail, Those Ui
cense requests made by mail should
include a copy of the rabies vaccina.
tlon certificate, proof of spaying and
neuleringand astamped, self-addressed
envelope,
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be placed on the plunt by the en

Prosecutor’s Office. That investi-
gation led to charges leveled
againstLin-Riverofficials of theft
by deception.

Mr. Nasta has contended that
Lin-Riverofficials hadbeengiven
poor advice from their accoun-
tants which led to its failure to
report $700,000 in rental income
on its tax returns.

According to published reports,
this failed disclosure resulted in
AMS receiving a higher rate than
it should have been given since its
actual operating cost were lower
than what was reported in its tax
return.

Judge Boyle ruled against the

- township’s motion that utilities

authority should be held negli-
gent fornot informing those towns
doing business with ARTS that

the Investigation was being con- .

ducted.
Judge Boyle said the utilities

authority’s commissioners could
not have known the exact focus of
the investigation and informed
those contracted with ARTS while
the probe was being conducted.
Mr. Nasta’s argument, that
Scotch Plains had contacted
Plainfield Iron & Metal Corp.
about its recycling contract while
still under contract with ARTS
and that the township was trying
to use the criminal conviction to
relinguish its contract, was ruled

.invalid.

Judge Boyle said the township
did not need to explain its reasons
for changing recycling vendors
so long as the reasons were valid.
he saidevenifthe firmand Scotch
Plains officials had been in con-
tact no damage came to ARTS
because no action was taken,

-Healsoruled against Me.Naéta's.

argument that the plea agreement
CONTINVED ON PAGE 10
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$83,585 of the strategic planning re-
sources for the coming school year,
The delay would be for “six months,
or until we are assured that antici-
pated cuts in our state funding for the
1995-1996 school year will not re-
quire reductions in ouracademic pro-
grams and teaching staff, and would
not preclude continued funding for
the Strategic Plan.”

The motion was opposed by board
member Mrs. Jessica L. Simpson, a
member of the 1993-1994 Strategic
Planning Team. Mrs. Simpson ar-
gued that, since the district could
neverbe certain that state funds would
not be cut, the effect of the motion
would be to delay funding indefi-
nitely.

Board member Mrs. Theresa Larkin
said that delaying funding would be
an insult to the 35 community volun-
teers who spent months to develop
the Strategic Plan. The volunteers
had been assured, Mrs. Larkin sald,
that their work would not be filed
away and forgotten.

Board member, August Ruggiero,
then introduced a motion to amend
Mr. Syvertsen’s motion. Mr.
Ruggiero’s motion would have ex-
empted $30,000 from the delay, thus
allowing those funds to be used as
originally planned to hire a full-time
technology assistant to serve district
wide as needed. A second full-time
technology assistant is provided for
in the district’s basic budget. Only
Mr.Ruggiero and Mr. Syvertsen voted
for the amendment.

Following the defeat of the motion
to amend, the board voted on Mr.
Syvertsen’s original motion to delay
funding. Once again Mr. Ruggiero
and Mr Syvertsen’s were the only
two board members voting in favor,
and the motion was defeated.

The board will therefore be imple-
:g 14 of the 46 plans recom-

mended for the coming school year.

THE T

As 62 Parents Sign Petition Supporting Another, Anthony Mendes

Strategic Plan
For 1994-1995

Dr. Faith Spitz, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Curriculum and Instruction,
has identified for The Times the 14,out
of 46, action plans of the Strategic Plan
1994-1999 tﬂat will be implemented
during the 1994-1995 school year.
Descriptions can be found in the blue
covered booklet mailed to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood postal customers. A
lsummary of the 14 plans appears be-

ow:

1. Expand integrated curriculum.

- 2. Suggested summer readings for

all students.

3. Creation of a definition of excel-

lence.

4. Establishing and filing the posi-
tion of Director of Instructional
Technology.

. Providingtechnological resources

. toteachers and learners.

6. Upgrading all libraries for the
benefit of students, teachers, par-
ents and the community.

7. Implementing a comprehensive

lan to recruit minority teachers,

8. Increasing the outreach of job
opportunities tominority oriented
agencies, media, etc.

9. Creating a support system for
minority hires.

10. Creating aprofessional peercoun-
seling system for minority teach-
ers,

11. Implementing effective public
relations resources.

12. Providing staff for the ““Technol-
ogy Plan.”

13. Developing a planto use “cutting
edge” technology.

14, Creating a resource directory so
membership on school commit-
tees reflect the community's di-
versity. .

w

These 14 plans are among those de-
scribed in the blue covered booklet
entitled Strategic Plan 1995-1999
mailed to all local postal customers,
but neither the-blue booklet nor any
of the literature available at the meet-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor McClintock Sees the Township Budget,
Garbage Service and Communications as Vital

Senior Citizens Housing Project Has More Applicants Than It Does Space as Township Assists in Its Creation

By TAM ST, ARMAND HENDERSON
Specially Written for The Times

“Some of the most important
goals as Mayor for the 1994 term
have been to control budget and
taxes, to look at the possibility of
a single-carrier garbage service
and to establish better communi-
cations between the Town Coun-
cil and the School Board,”" said
William F. McClintock, Jr., the
47-year-old Mayor of Scotch
Plains and a Town Council mem-
ber.

He added, if not for snow and
ice which added costs of $250,000
this past winter, along with as-
sessments from the Sewer Au-

thority, local taxes would not have
been raised.” He said the Town
Council hadexhausted itself look-
ing into the garbage issue and
decided the township is not going
to go to a single-carrier garbage
service at this time, but that ex-
ploring that possibility had led to
improved service,

Mayor McClintock has. been
working with members of the
School Board and feels that com-
munications have improved and
will only get better. He said “both
sides need to cooperate to help
people gettothe right source” and
feels he is seeing success in this
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area.

One of the biggest projects he
has been involved in is a Senior
Citizens Housing Complex for
which the town provided the land
and bonding. The rents are sched-

uled to pay off the project and are

based upon a person's ability to
pay. Response has been over-
whelming, and there are presently
more requests for apartments than
there are units available. The
project is scheduled for comple-
tioninearly 1995. He is also work-
ing on a plan to revitalize the

downtown area,
Hesaidone ofthetoughestchal-

lenges of being Mayor is that “it's
a lot of hard work, a real strain if
you wanttodoitright,” but added
that “when you dosomething good
for the residents, you get a lot of
satisfaction.”

He said he fist became inter-
ested in politics when he watched
the 1960 political convention on
television, He was about 14 years
old and says that h& was “fasci-
nated by the whole process.”

While working toward a degres
in history at Oberlin College in
Ohio, he ran a mayoral campaign
and played a big part in helping
the candidate to win, He later went
on from Oberlin to obtain a
Master's Degree in History from
New York University.

He sald he really enjoys the
“behind the scenes work” in poll-
tics, Heenjoys running campaigns
and helping people get elected
and is pursuing those challenges
in his professional career,

After working for 18 years a
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Mayor Willlam F. McClintock, Jr.

Chief Financial Officerof Addison
Corporation, a New York City-
based company, hedecidedtostart
his own business. Two years ago
he formed McClintock Associ-
ates, adirect-mall consulting firm
which also has a specialty divi-
sion in political consulting.

One of the things he Is very
proud of is that the Town Council
meetings are televised. He said
council members take telephone
calls at the end of the meetings,
and there is alio an “open mike."
He sald "It 1s an effective way to
reach the people and hear form
the people” and encourages all
lScotch Plains residents to “tune
n‘"

He said he is also very proud of
the fact that Scotch Plains has a

CONTWURO ONAAOK 10




