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MANY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS APPROVED BY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Scotch Plains Joins Group Seeking
Solution to Its Sewerage Problems

Shippen Committee Raised $3,000 Towards Scholarship With Matching Grants From Merck Pledged;
Scotch Plains, Westfield, Fanwood and Mountainside Seek to Establish Animal Shelter

« . _ * . _ „-„.„„ „. William A. Burke for The T7moe
FARM FRESH...The Scotch Plains Farmer's Market, held In the Municipal
Building Parking Lot, got off to a modest beginning on Saturday, July 9, with
only two farmers vending their wares. However, a nearby notice proclaimed the
participation of additional farmers the following week. Still, a substantial
number of customers patronized the two stalls which were selling fresh veg-
etables and potted flowers.

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY
Spnially Written for The Times

Tuesday's meeting saw the Scotch
Plains Council voting along with the
Boroughs of Fanwood, South Plainfield
and Watchung to retain the services of
BCM Engineering of Plymouth Meeting,
Pennsylvania, which will perform engi-
neering and evaluation services regard-
ing litigation and mediation with a view
to creation of a Regional Sewerage Au-
thority to replace the Plainfield Joint
Meeting.

Scotch Plains share of the total $ 12,400
is $2,604. BCM will advise if a reason-
able settlement of the various disputes
with the Plainfield Joint Meeting may be
effected. The contract being of a profes-
sional nature was not subject to the Pub! ic
Contracts Law and therefore notbid. Sec-
ond and final reading of the measure will
be August 16.

A contract was awarded to A and A
Constructi.il of Kcarny for $50,793 to
build the Cubing Road sanitary sewer
extension, The council passed an ordi-
nance on second and final reading for the
construction and extension of a sanitary
sewer system on Gushing and Terrill
Roads. Bund sales will be used to finance
the construction along with a special as-
sessment imposed upon those residents
of Gushing and Terrill Roads whom the
new sewer system will benefit.

Additional ordinances which passed
on second and final leading and are now
law include:

• An ordinance amending the prop-
erty maintenance code. The ordinance
was passed at the urging of Council-
woman Joan Papen. Homeowners and
businesses who in the opinion of town-
ship officials who fail to maintain their
properties will be given summonses; no

Consultant to Explore Possibilities
For New Sewer Authority for Area

Fanwood Police Chief's Salary Raised by Councilmen to $70,380 from $67,029

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY
S l l Written for The Times

A special meeting of the Fanwood
Borough Council was held Wednes-
day, July 6, during which an ordi-
nance was passed on first reading
raising the salary for Chief of Police
Anthony Parenti to $70,380 from
$67,029.

The council also approved a con-
tract to B.C.M. Engineering, Inc. of
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsy I vania, for
professional engineering services.
B.C.M. will evaluate the Plainfield
Joint Meeting sewer system.

Scotch Plai ns, Fanwood, Watchung
anJ .South Plainfield have jointly re-
tained B C M . Engineering at a total
cost of $12,400. Fanwood's share is
$ 1,736, South Plainfield will pay 57
percentofthe total cost, ScotchPlains
21 pei cent, Fanwood 14pei cent and
Watchung 8 per cent

Plainfield has hired its own engi
neer.

Due to the professional nature of
the contract it was not put out to bid
officials said

B.C.M.'s report is to be completed
by September 9 or 10 of this year.

B.C.M. will make a recommenda-
tion on the feasibility of replacing the
Plainfield Joint Meeting with another
sewer authority, borough officials
said.

During the conference meeting u
letter dated June 14 from Robert
Shinn, Jr., Commissioner of the State
of New Jersey Department of Envi
ronmental Protection and Energ),
regarding the clean-up of the Dean
Oil site was made public.

"This site presents severe limita-
tions for clean-up options," said Mr.
Shinn in the letter. Fanwood has re

Lengthy Debate Marks Two Variances
For Decks at Zoning Board Meeting

Resident Fears Granting of Variances for Decks Could Affect Other Areas
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for Vie Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment was compelled to ref-
eree a lengthy Jebate last Thursday
during what started out as routine
variance applications, when a neigh-
bor objected to separate bids by two
couples seeking to construct decks
on their respective properties. The
neighbor feared the proposals would
set a precedent for other homeowners
living in the development known as
Winchester Estates.

The conflict came to light after the
first applicants, Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Berlantof36 Winchester Drive.asked
the board's permission to build a 37
foot-by-19.5-foot deck, which re
quired a variance because the pro
posal calls for a distance of between
40 and 43 feet from the deck to tht.
rear property line, in violation of th;
required minimum 50-foot setback
Mr. and Mrs. Berlant, who testified
jointly, reported their neighbors sup
ported their plans,

They were unexpectedly chai
lengeu, however, oy Welles A
Sumner of 1660 Rahwav Road, who
lives opposite the Berfnnts' block
Mr. Sumner, while maintaining thai
he wanted to see the couple have their
deck built, appealed to the board noi
to let the application establish a pre
cedent for all other neighbors.

He directed most of his arguments
at Mukesh Pate! of 38 Winchester
Drive, who had been called us a wit
ness by the Berlants. Mr. Patel, whose
home had been built with an unau
thorized deck attached, has a similai
application pending before the board
Mr. Sumner expressed concern that
board upprovul of the Berlants1 pro-
posal would pave the way for mul
tiple decks in Hie neighborhood, some
possibly built Illegally, which ho
claimed would increase nolle pollu-
tion and lire hu/ards from cooklnji
grills.

In what he maintulned was on ef-
fort to reach tin mnlcuble cotnpro'
mine, Mr. Sumner proponed to the
nppllcanM severnl nliernntlves to the
deck, Including a pntlnor leisure nreti
on (he Inwn nlone.

The Herltwti leipondod that they
chose the deck, which they designed
billed on reiorninemltitlon* from
town coMMiuumn olliclul Robert
LuCoim. because they loll H would
be most Ideal for the comfort and
safety of themselves and their yourm
children.

Thf board iippnno.l ihe herlftnl*'
application, though sm-rul member*
exprMMdempuihyiofMt NUIIIMI »

concerns regarding potential prece-
dent setting. Mr. and Mrs, Berlant
were asked to present a scaled draw-
ing detailing the dimensions and
angles of the deck, plus the distance
from the house to the rear property
line. A resolution confirming the
board's decisions expected to be
memorialized on September I.

The deck debate continued with a
subsequent application by Mr and
Mrs. Edward and Jastrzebski, 18
Winchester Drive, who also met with

resistance from Mr. Sumner, who
briefly reiterated his concern about
future developments in the neighbor-
hood. The Jastrzebskis successfully
petitioned the board for permission
to build a rear deck with a 37-foot
setback for the property line, in vio
lation of the minimum 50-foot re-
quirement.

In other matters, Timothy
Mehrtens, owner of Martial Arts
America, 1812-1828 East Second

fused to allow treated ground water
to be discharged into its sanitary sewer
system. Officials said trucks will be
used to cart the soil away. Permits for
the work will be applied for shortly.

The Township Engineer Richard
Mursden, Jr. and Council President,
Mis. Maryanne Connelly, said they
met v, ith concerned residents of Helen
Street on July 8. A second meeting
will occur Thursday, July 14, with
residents of Second Street. Helen
.Street will be widened andsidewalks
installed on both sides of the street,
officials noted. A two-block area will
b^affeeted. Residents of the are^atD
uU.ii tun^onied witli a long standing
speeding problem in the area.

According to Mr. Marsden, the
project will help residents walking to
and from La Grande Park. In addi-
tion, the road will be more visible.

The work on Helen Street will not
solve the speeding problem, Mr.
Marsden cautioned This can only be
accomplished through strict enforce-
ment, said Mrs. Connelly.

A resolution was expected to be
included on last night's public meet-
ing agenda opposing a Turnpike ac-
cess ramp for the OAF corporation's
incinerator in Linden.

Loaded trucks would exit the Turn-
pike at the ramp, empty their contents
at the UA1< facility and then proceed
through the streets of the towns of
Union County, the Borough Council

MR. PRBSIDENT.-.Thomoe M. Kelscr, Jr. was Inducted June 39 as the new President or th« Fimwiwd-Sioiih Plains
Rotary Club at a apeclal meeting hold at the Spanish Tavern Restaurant In Mountainside, Rotary District Governor,
William Nfwti!r,al«)lnduilrdihe new offliws for the 1 ^
1 IVIMUI»«. Willluiii I'ltiiidii, ai'trirtuiyi Mlu Lori dvMJIt,8«ruvHiii<Hi-Aimi. mid MIM Lauruit Illim and Mrs. Claire
Sn<>* ua Board Meinbon. Mr. Kulstur in the owner ana Manuiivr or thu Faimoud Msmorlul Hnme. Hln Is a graduate of
Xuvlvr Lnlvt/rilty uud r«»ltles In ScuUh Plulm.

warnings will be given as under the prior
code provision.

Mrs. Papen stated that offenders under
the old system would receive warnings,
clean-up their properties and then let their
properties deteriorate. According to Mrs.
Papen offenders were few, but each of-
fender was habitual. The ordinance will
go into effect in 20 days. Pour-time vio-
lators may receive up to 90 days In jail, if
convicted.

• A bond ordinance authorizing curb
improvements to Ridgeview Avenue as a
local special assessment and the recon-
struction of Ridgeview Avenue as a gen-
eral Improvement. Both sides of
Ridgeview from Westfield Avenue to
Lyde Place, a distance of approximately
800 linear feet, will be done. The town-
ship has appropriated $62,000 toward the
project.

Scotch Plains intends to issue bonds in
an amount not to exceed $59,000 to help
cover the costs when the work will be
completed and the amount of the special
assessment is unclear at this time.

The contract must be bid before a
clearer picture is obtained. Mrs. Ann Polan
of 400 Ridgeview Avenue questioned
officials about the cost of the special
assessment. Mayor William P
McClintock, Jr. replied that while exact
figures are currently unobtainable, it is
estimated each homeowner will be as-
sessed $500 to $700. This is payable in a
lump sum or over a 10-year period at an
interest rate of approximately 8 percent,
he noted.

Martin Fayfette of Mountain Avenue
wondered why a less expensive curbing
material is not being used. Councilman
Robert Johnston said Belgian block curb-
ing, while more expensive, looks better
and lasts longer than the pre-formed con-
crete type.

Mrs. Mary Jansen, who resides on
Westfield Avenue at the corner of
Ridgeview, inquired as to whether the
curbing would go around the corner of
Westfield Avenue or not, Officials said
this would have to be determined at a later
date.

The public hearing on the reducing
d l l l t UkeAyenue iabothAWh.ipddllmlto.i UkeAyenue iaboth

directions between Raritan Road and
Fairway Court has been carried to the
August 16 public meeting. The speed
limit is currently 40 miles per hour. The
State Department of Transportation has
given approval to reduce the speed limit
to 35 miles per hour. The residents of
Lake Avenue, led by Mrs. and Mrs.
Leonard Rappa of 109 Lake Avenue and
Mrs Sarah Jurgen of 1915 Lake Avenue,
want the limit reduced to 23 miles per
hour.

The group has obtained the signatures
of 80 residents who also want the speed
limit reduced to 25 miles per hour. Mrs.
Rappa and Mrs. Jurgen want Scotch Plains
to furnish the data on which the reduction
to 35 miles per hour was based on.

Councilmen assured them they would
furnish such information. There are no
sidewalks on Lake Avenue. Mrs. Rappa
urged that sidewalks be built and the
speed limit be reduced or you will have a
"disastrous accident."

Mrs. Jurgen claimed drivers take Lake
Avenue to avoid the light at Marline
Avenue and Raritan Road. "Please con-
sider the effect the speed limit has on our
lives," she said. The residents are con-
cerned that children may be injured by a
careless driver. Mrs. Jurgen alleged that
Prank Climshaw, Director of the Senior
Citizens Housing project, also favors the
25 miles per hour limit on Lake.

Who has jurisdiction over Lake Av-
enue is unclear. Prior to the Martine Av-
enue extension,. Lake Avenue was a
county road. Whether it still is a county
road or has reverted to Scotch Plains is an
issue that will be discovered before the
August 16 council meeting.

• Applicants for the police department
must be residents of Scotch Plains from
the date they sit for the examination until
the date of their appointment. Such an
ordinance was passed on second and final
reading. Earlier in the year a resolution
was passed to that effect. The state of
New Jersey required that the change be
done by ordinance.

Fanwood and Scotch Plains will share
the services of a Court Administrator
effective August 1. A salary range of
$14,000 to $42,000 is planned for the
post. Councilwoman Irene Schmidt stated,
This is another example of communities
sharing services."

A resolution was adopted honoring
Henry Kramer, a Scotch Plains resident
for the past 34 years, who has been a
member of the Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee and Chairman of the World
War II Commemorative Committee.

Mr. Kramer was stationed in Italy dur-
ing the war and worked on the military
publication ltotJt. •

It was Mr. Kramer who first suggested
that the Township of Scotch Plains form
the World War II Commemorative Com-
mittee to honor those who fought for the
nation. Mr. Kramer Is relocating to Cali-
fornia. Mrs. Papen remarked that she and
Mr. Kramer hod "been friends for several
years" and that the success of this year's
Memorial Day Parade is largely due to
Mr. Kramer.

She went on to say, "We will miss him.
COHnUtDOHMOtn

County-Wide Shelter
For Animals Proposed
Meeting Yesterday Discussed the Wide-Ranging Proposal

By ELLEN RAMN

A possible county-wide animal
shelter and adoption service was dis-
cussed at a Judy meeting of the may*
ore or representatives of many mu-
nicipalities. Another meeting open to
the general public was held yester-
day, Wednesday, Julv 13, In theCoun-
ell Chambersof the Municipal Build-
InginWeitfleld.

Westfield and Mountainside are
leading the effort! to establish (he
shelter and have contacted the may*
on and certain county officials to
ascertain Interest and to explore the
possible need for and benefits of such
a shelter.

According, to Mri. JoAnn
Oememden, Chief of the Bureau of
Environmental Affairs for Union
County, some municipalities in (he
county now spend as much ai $30,000
to $40,000 a year on animal control,

Weitfield Councilwoman, Mrs,
Margaret C, Sur, who hi very active in
attempts to establish the ihelter.itated
that Weitfleld now ipenda approxi-
mately $36,000 a year on A contract
with Garden Slate Kwinela, a private
service that removes dead animals
and picks up strays,

Scotch Plains Mayor William F,
McClintock, Jr. laid that his town's
contract with Garden State Kennels
was approximately $14,000 a year,
Mayor McClintock laid that Scoioh
Plaint Wai "not terribly happy" with
Garden State Kennels, but It was the
only outfit to respond to the town's
request for bids Men year.

At the League of Municipalities
meetings attended by county mayors
each month, Mayor McCllnlock said,
"every town Is •creaming" about

Garden State Kennels. Robert P.
Vlgllanti, Mayor of Mountainside,
said, "We have not gotten service as
fast as we would like" from Garden
State Kennels in removing dead deer
and raccoons from the roadways.
Garden State Kennels could not be
reached for comment.

Those interested in establishing the
shelter hope that a county-wide ser-
vice might cost less per town. By way
of example. Mayor Vigilant! noted
hif borough has been able to save
$90,000 on liability insurance while
increasing coverage, just by combin-
ing with other municipalities.

In addition to the financial ben-
CONINUMONM«»

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

be In the hsndiof the Editor at 30 Elm
Street, Westfield, by 4 p.m. on the
Friday before the Thursday on which
they wish It to appear.

Uadtr releases also may be mailed
to Post Office Box 230, Weilfleld,
07091, and Tlmti releases to Pott Of-
fice Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076, to
meet the above requirements,

Per events which happen the week-
end prior topubllcatlon, press releases
should reach the Bdltor by Monday of
the WMk of publication at 10 am,

Obituaries will be taken until Tues-
day at 3 p,m,

For events s•nil which ore planned walks
or months In advance, wo encourage
submission of itorlis as early as pos-
sible prior to tho ovmt,

The above deadlines are imam to
enable ui to prepare your copy care-
fully,
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