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STRATEGIC PIAN SHOULD BE IN EVERYONE'SfflANDS SOON

Planning Committee of School Board
Sees Number of Students Increasing
By About 17 PetCent bf W9M999

Six Public Meetings During Summer at Various Locations in township and Borough
Will Seek to Explain Findings and Ponder a Possible Construction Program

By WILLIAM H. HAY, 3RD
Specially Wrlmnfor Vu Tlma tion Enrichment Foundation of Facilities Planning Committee

In a protracted public meet- Scotch Plains-Fanwood and an presented to a standing-room-
ing lasting almost three hours, update of the Strategic Plan's only room the fruits of its one-

William A. Burke for TJi« Thnea
A SMOKY SCENE...Fanwood firemen work to extinguish a lire, Thursday,
June 9, at a residence on Terrill Road. The fire, which broke out shortly after
noon, caused extensive interior damage.

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood implementation for 1994-1995.
Board of Education heard a Chaired by board secretary,
reportfromtheEnrollmentand Richard J. Marshall, Assistant
FacilitiesPlanningCommittee, Superintendent for Business,
a presentation by the Educa- m e 19-memberEnrollmentand

Borough Council Expects to Adopt Budget
Prior to June 30, the Deadline for Tax Bills

Fanwood Councilmen Await State to Approve Its Budget, So It Can Get $35,000 in Lost Aid

schools will experience this
growth in enrollment, the ef-
fect is expected to be most pro-
nounced at Coles School, since
most of the district's new hous-
ing construction falls within its
boundaries.

• Middle school enrollment
will increase by 23 per cent

By TUCKER TRIMBLE
Specially Written for The Times

The state has to adopt its budget by
July 1, Fanwood Mayor, Mrs. Linda
d. Stender, said at the regular meeting
on June 8, and, therefore the borough
may have the final figures needed for
its budget in time for the June 30
deadline for the tax bills.

A special meeting will be held later
this month to finalize the borough
budget, once the state completes its
budget.

Anticipating only half of the prom-
ised amount from the gross receipts
and franchise revenue of $69,455
from the state, Mayor Stender said
the funds could be made up by using
surplus or raising taxes.

'We are entitled to this money by
law," stated Mayor Stender, to offset
property taxes. "Our problems are
not going to get any easier."

It's possible the aid would be en-
tirely ellmltiotedlrttdOS. reported
Councilman Kevin E. McGonigle,
and that possibility should be ad-
dressed this year.

Mr. McGonigle suggested the coun-
cil convene for a special meeting and
a public hearing soon to discuss fur-
ther all the options to make up the
difference the lack of state aid has
caused, totaling approximately
$35,000.

Because the borough has no offi-
cial budget, the council was forced to
adopt a temporary capital budget and
temporary emergency appropriations,
which it did unanimously.

In other business, the council ap-
proved resolutions for a professional
services contract to Schwartz, Ster-
ling and Associates, liquor license
renewals and a resolution authoriz-
ing a new Fire Department member.

Resolutions were also approved to
apply for a supplemental fire safety
grant.

The grant for safe neighborhoods,
explained the Council President, Mrs.
Maryanne Connelly, Drpyides part pf •
the salary of oneof Fan\vood>» pa*
trolmen.

Councilman Andrew J. MacDonald

said the borough spends a lot in taxes
to "get back a mere pittance," refer-
ring to the grants. "We pay a high
price to receive this." the councilman
added.

Mayor Stender responded by tell-
ing Councilman MacDonald prop-
erty taxes would have to increase to
pay for the services from the grants,
otherwise.

"The only thing worse than getting
this money is not getting it?' said
Councilman Bruce H. Walsh. "I hope
weget more."

The council also approved a reso-
lution for professional services to
Gem Engineering Inc. for work on
Helen Street. Councilman Louis C.
Jung told the council, "This is a project
that is due."

Councilman Jung also said the ap-
proved authorization for an applica-
tion for a recreation grant for dis-

and suspended solids and therefore a
sewer ban is in effect for all but single
family homes. This ban could last
four months, Mr. Estis said.

Although Mr. McGonigle reported
the Plainfield Joint Meeting has a
prepared budget, it is not yet adopted.
Until they do, Mrs. Stender pointed
out, they can't test to see if the figures
were correct, speaking of the con-
tested figures that led to a bill in
excess of $100,000 being levied
against the borough.

By the beginning of October, said
Mr. Estis, Fanwood will be in a posi-
tion to argue since the borough's con-
sultant will have given his report.

Peter Bernotas of North Martine
Avenue told the council he has seen
littering in the borough and noted
there we no signs saying "don't lit-
ter." Mr. Bernotas also said some tree
limbs on his property could be a
tentlftl hazard to children w "m$mm

year's labor.
The committee's "short con-

clusion" is that demand for
classrooms will soon exceed
the supply of available class-
room space based on current
district lines, grade configura- during that period and by 42
tions, available classrooms and per cent over the period from
class size limits. 1993-1994through2002-2003.

The committee found: The committee's report was
• District elementary school thorough and professional,

enrollments will grow approxi- complete with opaque projec-
mately 19 per cent over the tions of data and full explana-
periodfroml993-1994through tion of computer models and
1998-1999 with an increase in methods used to perform the
total K-12 enrollment of 17 per study. An extensive period of
cent over the same period. questioningfromboththeboard

• Although all elementary comuaonnmu

Annual Sidewalk Sale
Slated for June 23-25

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Merchants to Hold Events
Along Park Avenue; Farmers' Market Set for June 25

Fanwood. would huve someone
In other news, the Mayor an-

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Cham-
ber of Commerce has announced It
will hold its annual sidewalk sale
June 23 to 25 along Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The event, tradition-

Goals of Schools Sought
Through a Strategic Plan

Board Policy Has Raised Some Parental Concerns

Over a year ago, the Scotch Plans-
Fanwood Board of Education adopted
as a goal for the 1993-1994 school
year the development and implemen-
tation of a multi-year plan for the
district, the board publicist explained.

Soon thereafter, the process called
Strategic Planning was launched.
Simply described, Strategic Planing
attempts to direct an organization's
future through proactive leadership,
creativity and group decision-mak-
ing and is aimed at concentrating
available resources on mutually pre-
determined, measurable objectives,
the publicist continued.

"Information on Strategic Planing
was disseminated to the school staff
and the entire community through
presentations, press releases, infor-
mation sheets and 'Perspective,' the
district newsletter. The call went out
for volunteers and nominations for
the Planning Team. Ideas were solic-
ited from anyone who wanted to see
them Incorporated into the planning
process," the publicist added.

"The community met the chal-
lenge! A 33-member Planning Team
was established from among more
than 200 staff, community and stu-
dent volunteers," he said.

"Over a full weekend In December
of last ycur, the Planning Team met
for intense and concentrated discus-
sion!* that would define the beliefs,

mission, parameters, objectives and
strategies that will guide the district
for the next five years. Under the
direction of Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Carol B. Choye and
Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Faith
Spitz, this diverse group — repre-
senting a wide range of ages, back-
grounds and personal and educational
ideologies — worked long and hard
to reach consensus on a final docu-
ment that all members of the group
could support and presentto the Boardpp p
of Education and the community,"
the publicist explained.

"Action Teams, with approxi-
mately 200 volunteers, were then set
in motion to develop the action plans
to accomplish each strategy as deter-
mined by the Planning Team. Be-
tween January and April, the educa-
tional debates continued among Ac-
tion Team members — struggling
sometimes against tight time Tines
and always against the winter weather
— as they shared ideas, concerns,
beliefs and hopes in the areas of Ex-
cellence, Diversity and Initiative,"
the publicist said.

"A second Planning Team session
was held to review and approve the
Action Plans and thus complete the
Strategic Plan for presentation to and

COfflUWfO ON M M f!

, y
nounced Tegra Rosera received the
highest Girl Scout award, the Gold
Award, and cited her for her contribu-
tions in painting signs at the Fanwood
Recycling Center.

Mayor Stender also announced the
appointment of Jack Molenaar to the
Downtown Redevelopment Commit-
tee, Mr. Molenaar, she said, is a resi-
dent and licensed planner.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
brought the council up to date on the
Plainfield Joint Meeting issue. The
Middlesex CountiesUtilitiesAuthor-
ity has been exceeding their flows

Fanwood Democrats
Flea Market Is
This Saturday

The Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee will hold a Flea Market on
Saturday, June 18, on the grounds of
The Fanwood Community Home at
the north side of the Fanwood Rail-
road Station from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

An assortment of dealers are ex-
pected to provide a selection of bar-
gains for shoppers. The committee
will barbecue hot dogi and hamburg-
ers and serve them with a choice of
coffee, tea, or soda. Donuts will be
available for early shoppers and deal*
ers.

Bargain hunters can expect to find
deals on tools, baseball cards, cos-
tume jewelry and cosmetics.

For further Information and dealer
information, please call 322-4877 or
322-3067.

would hue someone from the Public
Works Department look into the situ-
ation.

Train Station
Improvements
Are Detailed

New Jersey Transit officials told
the borough last week that it plans
to make several improvements at
the Fanwood Train Station.

The improvements will Include
two replacement high level plat-
forms with canopies, the installa-
tion of two elevators and the con-
struction of two shelters.

The improvements will meet the
requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, officials said.

. I shop before the sqmrnca'hour
sets in and also befdre the s<iho<)U let
out. ; • •• ' . ' ;" !- •;•'

Numerous surprises, gifts and bar-
gains will be available at the sale, the
chamber noted, this year a Power
Ranger, courtesy of the new Apple
Blossom Florist Shop on Park Av-
enue, will be featured.

A hot dog cart will be available
from John s Meat Market and
Breakaway Yogurt will be giving
away balloons to all children during
the sale. Other merchants mat will
take part will include Greetings Card
Shop, The Decorating Den, Kids
Country, Lady Leslie, Universal
Comics, Success Express, Westberg
Jewelers, the Village Shop, Einhorn
Florist and The Summit Bank.

Those businesses or organizations
which would like to participate In the

sale are asked to call 322-3888 for
more information.

The chamber has also announced
that the township will hold its first
Farmers Market featuring only Mew
Jersey grown produce on June 25.

Brochure Explores
How to Select

Nursing Homes
Providing care for an elderly loved

one can be a full-time job, and
caregivers often encounter difficulty
in balancing this responsibility with
the demands of family and career.

AshbrookNursina Rome in Scotch)
Plains has published a free brochure
of guidelines for those to consider
during the nursing home selection
process.

To receive a copy of "Choosing •
Nursing Home: Questions to Ask,
Standard! to Consider" please call
889-3500. i

Aihbfookii an affiliate of theSaJnt
Barnabas Health Care System.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League
Distributes $18,000 to Many Organizations

This Figure Includes Six $1,000 Fanwood.Scotch Plains High School Schotarthtpt

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU
Those preparing nrens rclciuen for

MibmlMlon lo TheWestftfM Uuderat
The Tlmvs tire reminded nil copy should
be In the hand* of the Editor al SO Rim
Street. WcMflcId, by 4 p.m. on the
Friday before the Thundny on which
they wish li to nppenr.

Leader relea»e» nUo mny be mulled
to POM Office Ho* 250, Wetttfleld,
07091, and Time* rclouKcn lo Pout
Office Box .16H. Scotch I'ltiliw, 07076,
lo meet Ihc tihove requirement*,

For event* which happen ihc week-
end prior lo publication, press relcanc*
(tumid reach the Hdltor by Monday of
the week of publication al IOu.ni.

Obituaries will He taken until TUCK
day al 5 p.m.

For event* which are planned week*
or month* In advance, we encournge
lubmlMlmi of otorleit a* curly n* po»
»lblo prior lo the event.

The above deadline* are muuni lo
enable us lo prepare your copy cure
fully,

The Gifts and Donations Commit-
tee of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League met at the home of
Mrs. Mary Graham, Chairman, to
offer recommendation! forthii year's
donations. The Thrift Shop, main-
tained by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League, at 1730 But Second
Street, Scotch Plains, Is marking Its
20th anniversary.

To commemorate this birthday the
decision was made to donate $300
each to theFanwood Recreation Com-
mission and the Scotch Plaint Recre-
ation In recognition of each body's
work.wlth children.

Scholarships to six student! in the
township andborough of $ 1 .OOOeach
was presented at the Scotch Plains
High School Scholarshlpawardicer-
emony.

Total donations for this year to-
taled $ 18,000 and wen distributed In
the following fashion;
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FOR ART'S NAKE.,,Thi 67th annual commincimtnt of duCnt School of the
Arti In Plalnflsld w u highlighted by an art exhibition showcaslni ths work of
thin yaar'i graduates. Also adding excitement to thi event was thi prwintatlon
ofth«(luCr«tI-«(|lonofHonorMsdalloDr,FurmanJ,Plnck,Dianofthil«hool
und a portrait artist. Clucking out (hi work of Jonathan Dowllng of Elliabith
ut th« urt exhibition by 1994 graduatsi of du Crit art follow graduate!) Kathlttn
M. Trolano und Donna Ann Gtbauir, both of Scotch Plaint,
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