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BROTHERS ON HAND...Members of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Departmentdrove their truck in the parade honoring
members of the Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire Department Saturday.

Township to Change Its Banks
In Early June; Bond Sale Set

Council Appears Disinclined to Adopt Law Banning Cigarette Vending Machines

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The township will change its
custodial banks on or about June
7, it was announced at Tuesday’s
conference meeting of the Town-
ship Council.

These banks are the institutions
where most of the township's ac-
counts are kept. The current cus-
todial banks are First Fidelity and
United Jersey.

The council, after listening to a
report by Ulrich Steinberg, the
Scotch Plains Finance Director,
agreed that First Fidelity and
United Jersey have grown too
large, too corporate and are not
responsive to the banking needs
of a small town.

Itisexpected that United Coun-
ties Trust Company will be the
new handler of the custodial ac-
counts. Whether a formal resolu-
tion of the Town Council is neces-
sary to etfect this change isuncer-
tain.

The township has some 20 dif-
ferent bank accounts. Mr.
Steinberg went on to announce
there will be a bond sale of Scotch
Plains bonds on July 28.

The council appears disinclined
to adopt an ordinance banning
cigarette vending machines within
the township. .

Westfield has refused toapprove
a similar ordinance, while East
Brunswick has banned the ma-
chines. Mayor William F,
McClintock, Jr. was of the opin-
ionthatcigarettesare readily avail-
able for purchase 24 hours u day.

"Thus, the proposed ordinance
would be of little effect.

The intent of the proposed ordi-
nance would be to keep cigurettes
out of the hunds of minors, Deputy
Mayor Robert Johnston was of u
like mind. Councilwoman, Mrs.
Joan Papen, while stressing she
wanted to keep cigarettes out of
young people’s hunds, wenton to

Cisenie M
G ALA DAY . About 1,000 Nrymen from around the state wmm‘gum '3?&:

say, “I want to look at this in the
fairest way.” -

Mrs. Papen suggested that some
controls be placed on the machines
thernselves to limit their access
by minors. However, she stated,
“if adults want to smoke, its their
business.”

The Health Advisory Board
voted 5-1 in favor of banning ciga-
rette vending machines in Scotch
Plains. One board member ab-
stained. There are approximately
13 cigarette vending machines in
Scotch Plains. Harry E .“Skip”
Ungar, who is pushing for the
adoption of the ordinance, has
conducted a site survey of ciga-
rette vending machines withinthe
town. Most of the machines are
located in restaurants or gas sta-
tions, he found.

The council has referred the
matter to the Downtown Com-
mittee for their input.

While the 1994 township mu-
nicipal budget will be read for the
second and final time on May 24,
no vote on its adoption will take
place asthe State Division of Taxa-
tion has forbidden it.

At issue is $140,000 in gross
receipts and franchise taxes. The
public is invited to comment on
the proposed municipal budget at
the May 24 council meeting.

Killam Associates’ recommen-
dations for compliance with the
underground storage tank man-
date were released. Costestimates
are only projections as of now,
Efforts have been made to de-
velop a plan that will minimize
the burden on the taxpayer, but
still comply with the mandate.

One potentially very significunt
cost might be the removal of any
contaminated soil, if leakage has
occurred over the years, This is
still an unknown fuctor right now
that will have to be taken into
uccount when the tanks are un-
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covered for removal.
Underground municipal fuel
storage tanks are located at:

* Two tanks at the Depart-
ment of Public Property fa-
cility on Plainfield Avenue

* Township Hall Facility in
the parking lot in the rear of
the Police Department

* Scotch Hills Country Club

¢ Fire stations Nos. | and 2

* Sewer pumping stations on
Raritan Road and Lamberts
Mill Road

Township Manager, Thomas E.
Atkins, believes that Scotch Plains
has until 1998 to.comply with the
mandate, Walter DiNizo, Direc-

tor of Public Praeny. is recom::

mending that wurk commence at
the department’s fucility on Plain-
field Avenue first.

Mr. Atkins will recommend that
the council introduce a capital
improvement bond ordinance at
its June 7 meeting in the amount
of $300,000, so funds can be le-
gally in place to start the compli-
ance plan.

An ordinance was approved in
the amount of $100,000 some
months ago to help with start-up
expense and to cover professional
services costs.

The ordinance of June 7th may
turn out to be an amendment to
this prior ordinance. The project
as outlined totals $255,500 which
does not include costs associated
with soil and/or water contamina-
tion and monitoring wells as re-
quired.

Killam will be requesting unit
pricing for these items in the bid
package and is estimating a figure
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BOARD MEMBER JAMES MARTIN RESIGNS

Action Teams Give Reports
'On Proposals to School Body;

Minorities and Technology Backed

Superintendent Endorses Discussion on the Return
To Committee System for the Educational Unit

By TUCKER TRIMBLE
Specially Written for The Times

Ten Action Team leaders presented
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on Thutrsday the specif-
ics of their plans.

The presentation is the result of
nine months of work, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Schools, Dr. Faith
Spitz, said.

Over 200 people volunteered to
serve on the 10 teams, she noted,
representing a cross section of teach-
ers, administration, members of the
community and students.

These teams were the outcome of
the strategic planning that occurred
in the fall, the Assistant Superinten-
dent continued, and they “plan the
steps to make the vision a reality.”

There are 46 plans to consider un-
der the three chosen objectives of
excellence, diversity and initiative,
Dr. Spitz said, and the implementa-
tion of these range in price from zero
to millions of dollars for technology.

She asked the board for approval
of all plans.

Board of Education President, Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon, announced the
board would meet with the action
team leaders on Tuesday, May 24,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in a working
session to allow for the board’s ques-
tions,

Final voting will take place at the
board’s regular meeting on Thurs-
day, May 26, he added.

Leaders who presented a synopsis
of their teams’ plans were James
O’ Connor, Mrs. Virginia Konefal and

Mrs. Patricia Frawley forexcellence; .

Mrs. Janet Ramos, James Mason,
Mrs, Nancy Benz and James Tuttle
for diversity, and Jeffrey Ross, Mrs.
.Pagricin . MoFall_and. Mrs, Julia,
Jennings forinitiative. ~ -~

All the objectives fall under the
mission statement of the school dis-
trict, “To develop confident and car-
ing life-long learners, who can com-
municate and contribute to the ever-
changing global society. The district,
in partnership with the community,
wiﬁ create an environment which

* values initiative, diversity and excel-
lence.”

A common thread running through
all three obfectivcs is technology.

“Education has not moved as
quickly on technology as business
has,” stated Mr, O’ Connor,

Staff development also is crucial,
Mirs. Frawley said, including thetime
needed for training and identification
of what exactly teachers need.

Under the objective of diversity,
all leaders stressed the importance of
hiring mlnority-sroup teachers. Ma-
son told the audience of over 100
parents the perception the district el-
ther doesn't want this diversity or
doesn't want it very badly ‘“must

chawe."
“We believe diversity is the key for
children to understand thelr fellow
men,” he sald,

This does not mean simply recruit-
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ing minority-group teachers, he said,
but keeping them once they are hired.

Board member August Ruggiero
asked Mr. Mason how this differs
from what the board had been trying
to do over the 13 years he has served
on the board.

Mr. Mason replied the plan com-
prises, “Aconcertedeffort over years,
We have to look outside New Jersey.
We have to get the message out that
staff diversity is necessary.”

There is also an incentive plan for
students to return to teach in the dis-

trict, although Mr. Mason acknowl-
edged this was years away from frui-
tion.

Former school board member and
communityresident, Kirk Rhodes,
told Mr. Mason and the board, “The
implication is you've tried these re-
cruitment polices before and they
haven’t worked.”

He asked for specific answers on
what the board is planning to do.

“Show me how aggressive the
search is for recruitment of African

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Councilmen
Honor Police Officers

Borough Budget Calls for an $11.62 Increase in Taxes

By TUCKER TRIMBLE
cially Written for The Times

Fanwoad Police Commissionerand
Borough Council President, Mrs.
Maryanne Connelly, presented 19
members of the Fanwood Police De-
partment with medals and awards at
the council meeting last Wednesday.

Callingthe awards “long overdue,”
Mrs. Connelly explained to the coun-
cil the state standardized the medal
program last year, and Fanwood is
“playing catch up” with the awards.

Police Anthony J. Parenti and Cap-
tain Robert J. Carboy both received
the Medal of Honor for the apprehen-
sion of armed suspects. This is the
highest award given, noted Mrs,
Connelly. 000 5 :

Chief Rdtenti. alsd received the

~omhat.Crogs, the Exceptional Duty.
mﬂufe&avlﬁ?b&edal, d%

Chiet’s Achievement Medal and the
Educational Achievement Medal and
Captain Carboy also received the
Meritorious Service Medal.

Sergeants Thomas P. Rose, Brian
L. Bantz, Howard W, Jarvis, Donald
F. Domanoski and Thomas J. Jedic
wererecipients of atotal of { 6 awards,
including the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Exceptional Duty Medal,
the Life Saving Medal and the Com-
bat Cross,

Corporals Richard E. Mersereau,
StephenN, Sanisloand JamesJ. Pasko
were medal reciplients, and Detective
Howard Drewes received the Meri-
torious Service Medal and the Ex-
ceptional Duty Medal,

edal-winning officers were:
Martin C. Haluza, James Stewart,
Jeffrey E. Pate, BEdward J. White,
Joseph M. O'Neil, Eugene M. Chin,
Russell J. Yeager and Francisco
Marrero,

Proclaimlnr May 15 Peace Offic-
ers Memoria D‘x'?'. and this week
National Police Week, Mayor, Mrs.
Linda d. Stender, called on all bor-
ouﬁtmldenu toexpresstheirthanks
to the Police Department.

“You each make Fanwood proud
and safe,” the Mayor told the award
recipients.

Chief Parenti said he is “deeply
honored” to be in charge of the
Fanwood Police Depuriment.

*“You have the finest," he said.

In other business, the council o
proved a resolution Introducing ¢

4 The above dendlines are moant to

municipal budget.

The Mayor said she was concerned -

with maintaining service and reduc-
ing costs. “We don’t want to stress
our householders,” she added.

Council Kevin McGonigle re-
marked the new budget, while essen-
tially flat, will increase taxes $11.62
on the average household.

“We can’t control the school board
or the county tax,” he said. “This
budget process has been long and
tedious,” involving 10 meetings.

Councilman Donald S. Kolterjahn
said the council had made several
long-sighted decisions intermsofthe
budgetary process.

He also reported on the school
board budget.

Since the budget was defgated b
-the-public-an:-April 19; the counc
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were required to review the budget

ani% they certified a new amount, he
said.

The Fanwood Council assigned

-Majvor Stender, Councilman Louis

C. Jung and Councilman Kolterjahn
to review the schoo! budget and ne-
gotlate with the Board of Education
and council members of Scotch
Plains.

After reviewing hundreds of pages
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DEADLINES HELP

PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those preparing press roleases for
submission to The Wesifield Leader ot
The Times are reminded all copy should
be in the hands of the Editor at 50 Bilm
Street, Westfield, by 4 p.m, on the
Priday before the Thursday on which
they wish it to appear,

er relenses also may be mailed
to Post Office Box 250, Westfleld,
07091, and Times rcleascs to Post
Office Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076,
1o meet the above requiremonts.

For events which happen the woeks
end prior to publication, press releases
should reach the Editor by Monday of
the week of publication at 10 a.m.

Obitunries will bo taken until Tues.
day at Sp.m.

‘or events which are planned weeks
or months in advance, we encourage
Jaubmission of stories as early as pos.
sible prior 1o the event,

mbh Us (O prepare your copy care-
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Yolun
township Nremen,

e e B R s~ A ANPGRS 4 N s B

§

r_Fire Depariment on Saturday on the 125th anniversary of the

%




