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: -2 wnship, Borough Voters Defeat Education Board Budget,
; £ Ars. Dettmar, Mr. Ruggiero and Mrs. Larkin Are Victorious

ision on What Revisions Are (o Be Made in Education Spending Will Be Finalized After Township and Borough Officials Confer;
Board to Swear in Newly-Elected Members and Select New Officers to Lead It Until After Vote Next Spring When It

. FASICZEWSKI
¥ The Westfirld Lealer

Approximately 14 per cent of
the 17,024 registered volers in
Scotch Plains und Fanwoodwmed
oot for Tuesday’s election in the
school district covering both mu-
nicipalities, and they decided
against the proposed tax levy in
support of the current expense
budget and in favor of iwo incum-
bents and one newcomer from
Scotch Plains on the board and in
favor of the 1ransfer of $850,000
in bond funds to finance capital

improvements in the schools,

The proposed $34,890,617 tax
levy insuppoertof curventexpenses
forthe 1994-1995 school year was
defeated 1,246 10 1,084 overall
and 371 to 296 in Fanweod and
875 10 788 in Scotch Plains,

Members of the Board of Edu-
cation now will have to meet with
Township Councilmen in Scotch
Plains and Borough Councilmen
inFanwood sothe goveming bod-
ies of the municipalities can de-
cide to cut the budget, keep it
intact or increase it.

An increase is very unlikely in
light of the plan's defeat by the
volers,

‘The councils have until Thurs-
day, April 28, to submit their bud-
get proposalsto the board, and the
school body will have 15 days
after that 1o determine whether it
will appeal any proposed cuts in
funds to the state Commissioner
of Education.

Should the Commissioner de-
cide to restore any cuts the mu-
nicipalities then may appeal his

decision to Superior Court.

Board of Education Approves Request
To Seek Bids for Handicapped Lifts

Testing Ban on Religious Holidays Will Be Discussed by School Body Policy Committee

By TUCKER TRIMBLE
Speciuils Weities for The Weanfiell Leoder

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education approved the est
for bids for handicapped platform
lifts at the senior high school and
Terrill Middle School at its meeting
en Thursday.

Richard E. Marshall, the Assisian
Superimendent of Schools in Charge
of Business, told the board in the past
it had been possible to offer closses
all on the first ftoor for physically-
handicapped students, bul “this gets
harder and harder to do.”

Mr. MarshaH exphinedthe lift goes
up the stairs close to the railing and is
accessed by a key.

The stairs s1i)! will be usable while
the lift is in motion, he said; other
students will simply have anarrower
path. The lift also conforms with the
American with Disabitities Act, ke
noicd. ‘
‘The board also gave permission 1o
adveriise for buses and approved spe-
cial education ransporialion toutes,

To other business, hoanl member,
August Ruggicro, asked whit the re-
sponse bl been 10 a letter fromn
McGinn School tequesting enlarge-
ment of their blackiop arca.

Mr. Marshall told him the board
had responded by saying the enlarge-
ment was nol in the budget. The only

budget item increasing in cost is
teacher salaries, he pointed cut.

Mr. Ruggiero asked if arough esti-
iate of the cost could be provided,
but Mr. Marshall to)d bim that would
only raise false hopes; “they might
see it as asign you're going to do i,"
he said.

Inany case, School No. | would be
first on the list for a new blacktop
area, he continued, since they don't
have one,

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye, reported to the boord
she and beard President, Dy, Donald
E. Sheldon. had been asked by the
New Jersey Coalition of Schools to

Jjoin their Board of ‘Trustces.

“You have a national presence,”
board member, Mrs. Jessica L.
Simpson, told Dr. Choye. “I think
you should do it.”

Board member, Morris H. Gillet,
ugreed, adding baving {r. Choye and
Dr. Sheldon as Trustees “would serve
us well. We need u stropger voice, 1

think s a pood idea”

Baoard Vice President, Mres. Lillian
M. Dettmar, reporied shehad received
lelephone calls concerning proposed
changes in special education.

Dr. Choye told her annual reviews
for special ecducation students arc tak-
ing place right now, and the question
of wheiberthe children will be placed

Planning Board Okays
Plan for Jewelry Store

Mother and Daughter to Operate Park Avenue Shop

By SUZETTE STALKER
Sprcinthy Weisten for The Timex

The Scotch Piains Planning Board
on Monday approved an application
by a township mather and doughter
who are planning to open a jewelry
store onthe cornerof Park and Moun-
1ain Avenues, .

The application, which received a
public hearing March 21, had been
tabled that evening while the beard
awailed further review of the pro-

nsal. .
P Miss Michelle Licho and her
mother, Mrs. Carol Licho, ﬂPpliefl
for several variances concerning their
anticipated family-owned business,
to becalled “M. Licho Fine Jewelry,”
which they plan to operate at 253
Park Avenue within a two-story Co-
loniil-style brick building following
demolition of an existing service sia-
tion on the site.

The tumily will uilize only the
first floor of the building for the jew-
¢lry store but is considering opening
the second floor Yater on for the sale
of china and crystal it their initial
establishiment proves successful,

Mark Dinicls of the Daniels Engi-
neering Group, Ine. of South
Plainficld highlighted on his site plan
how his clients planned to incerpo-
rate board recommendations made
Iast month,

The applicants have agreed to nar-
row their proposed building cover-
age by four feet in arder to install a
sifety walkway Tor patrons coming
from the Park Avenue enirance,

The streamlined building, origi-
nally planned as 42 fect by 45 feer,

County Budget
Introduced:
See Page 5

would now measure 42 feel by 41
feet, and would feature barrier-free
access for handicapped patrons atihe
side entrance.

Air condilioning units would be
installed ax the rear of the building
and would likely be partially shielded
by plantings, according lo Mr.
Daniels.

The Lichos, who under the revised
plan were required to have 17 park-

A HELPING HAND...Scoich Piaius Mayor Willisum

in self-contained classrooms or ve-
ceiveservices from the resource room
will depend on the outcome of the
reviews.

*“Where the youngsiers go, the staff
willfollow,” said the Superintendent.

Any questions board members have
should be addressed 1o Dr. Choye,
Dr. Sheldon said.

The board discussed policy ques-
tions as Steven Schwartz of Michae)
Lane, Scoitch Plains asked the board
to consider four policy changes,
changes, he said, “that are common
sense and don't affect the budger.”

The firsl is nol giving tests on reli-
gious holidays. This should be a dis-
trict wide policy, he said.

Mr. Schwanz allwded lo a specific
problem, and added, “1 don™t think

that problem was resolved.” T

The second proposed change is no
more-thas two tests should be given
in one day. . .

For example, he snid, English and
mithematics testsonly could be given
on i centain day.

Third, no testing should be given
during mid-term, except for the mid-
term tests, and fourth, group projects
thathave iobe completed outof school

should be abolished.

Parent have o drive the childrento
get them together, he said, and this is
difficuli with families where both
purents work. .

Most students do not drive, he
noted, bict

“F'm going to say icly to you
what 1 said privalef;“ on the tele-
phone,” Dr. Choye told him. “If two
of these deal specifically with one

teacher, then thatteachershould have
theo?lionofmponding andexplain-
ing.

Dr. Sheldon note the policy com-
mittee is wrestling with the guestion
of religious holidays right now, and
board members, Mrs. Jessica L.
Simpson, added, “To define what the
religious holidays are iste open acan
of worms.” )

Nevertheless, Mr. Schwanz said,
teachers should know the approxi-
mate percentage of students who
would be out of school on a given

religious holiday.
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F. McCHntock, Ir., comter,

In specific voling districts in
Tuesday'selection, the budget was
defeated by its greatest margin,
114 to 46 in District No. 2 in
Scotch Plains, followed by amar-
gin of 114 10 56 in the township’s
District No. 1 and 154 to 110 in
the borough's disirict No. 11

Balloting for candidates, who
anly were elected from Scotch
Plainsthis year, saw current boaed
Vice President, Mrs. Lillian M.
Dettmar, lead with 1,106 votes
compared to 1,082 for Mrs.
Theresa Larkin, a newcomer;
1,078 for August Ruggiero, and
858 for newcomer Joseph
Sumanski.

Mrs. Dettmar had her greatest
vote tetal in the township’s Fifth
District, 200; followed by 154 in
the Third and Fourth Districts and
142 in the Sixth District.

The Fifth District came out
strongest for Mrs. Larkin, with
175 votes; the Third and Fourth
Districts gave her 163 and the
Seventh District 137,

Mr. Ruggiero had his highest
total, 197, in the Fifth, followed
by 147 in the Fourth and 140 in
the Third and the Sixth.

Mr. Sumanski had his least sup-
port in the Eighth District, 74
votes, with his best, 146, in the
Third, followed by 137 in the
Fourth and 123 in the Fifih.

The transfer of the bond funds,
which will be used for renova-
tions in mnst district schools, in-
cluding building renovations,.
boiler repair amd replacement, re-
placement of exteriordoors, curb-
ing, paving and drainage, wis sup-
ported by its greatest margin, 111
votes in the Fifith Districtof Scotch
Plains, followed by a margin of 84
in the 1lth District of Fanwood
and an 8l-vote margin in the
Fourth District of Scoich Plains.

The Board of Education will
hold the swearing in of its newly-
elected members on Thursday,

Wire. Libon 4. Detomar
May §, at 8 p.m. in the Adminis-

tration Building on Evergreen
Avenue, Scotch Plains:

.

Decdline is Thursday;
Reorganizes on Thursday, May §

Augui Rugglere

At that time officers also must
be elected for the new terms.
CONTINUED ON PALE 12

Township Budget for 1994
Introduced in 4-0 Vote

Proposed Document Would Spend 313,712,755

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY
Speciolly Written for The Tiwes
This 's Township of Scotch
Plains Municipal Budget was ap-
proved 4-0 at a special council meet-
ing Tuesday on first reading.
nd and final reading and pub-

lic comment wil take m aspe-
cialcouncil meeting on , May
24, at 8:30p.m. inthe Counci Cham-
bers. Councilwoman, Mrs, [rene
Schmidt, was absent for the vote.

The 1994 budget towals
$13,712,755, and this is $170 under
the budget cap. This year's budget
capwas 2.5 per cent, and the council
vaied 1o approve a § per cent cap for
1994, The budget will now be sent to
Trenton fov the state’s review and
comment. . : _

The average home inScotch Plains
with an assessed value of $115,000
will see a lax increase of $45. This is
less than briginatly projected. The
tax’ incrense~will nmount 10 4¢ per
every $100 of assessed volue.

In other business conducted, the
council received a teiter from Harry
F. “Skip" Ungar of 10 Brundywine
Courtin Scotch Plains dated April 5,
urging the council 1o pass a ban on
cigarette vending machines in the
townshipin accordance with arecent
New Jersey Supreme Count decision
permining municipalitics to ban such
machines,

Mr. Ungar's letter was referred 1o
the Healih Advisory Board and the
Downtown Commitiee for their re-
view and comment. Councilinan Alan
M. Augustine siressed he is a sup-
porter of the concept and is “very
concerned” over the issue.

On Sawrday, April 30, is Clean
Communities Day. Over 500 le
will be participating in the Scetch
Plains fourth annual observance by
cleaning up public land. The pro-
gram willbegin at Scoich Hills Coun-
try Club at 9 a.m. with registration
and coffee and donuts. Many local
organizations will participate. The
number of people mvolved in this
e\;emcouﬁnuc;;w itwt::‘meeach ye::r.

t | 4] use mil
Sment but revent P S8 will
have 1o be amended as tiie applicants
thus far have submitted proposals for

‘more permanent structures and not

' andseasonal displays™
in’line with'the ordinance. i

Thus, it appears that the applicu-
tion of Charliec Brown’s 10 bitild a
deck with tables and thin of another
party o sell plants, Towers and shrubs
from his empty lot on Wesificld Av-
enve will be denied.

Frank H. Lehr, Chairman of the
UnionCoumty Board of Chosen Free-
holders, in a tetter o Mayor Willinm
F. McClintock, Ir. dated April 13 re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Local Parties Face No Opposition
In Primary, But Much in the Fall

Two Fanwood Councilmen Decide Not to Seek New Terms; Former Member Runs

By ROBERT R, FASZCZEWSKI
Sprcially Weinen for The Times

Although there witl be no contests
for nominations locally in either ma-
jor political party in the Tuesday,
June 7, Primary Election, volers in
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
have choicesbetween Republicanand
Democtatic candidates for their re-
speciive councils in the Tuesday,
November 8, General Election.

nts mation to Pasl Grand

presentd &
Knight Johis Kelly, vlght, aml Grand Knight Churles Gates, Ichi, of ihe Father John S, Nelllgan Councll No, 873006 the

Koighis of Columbus of Smlc!t Plains.
disabilities frem tfomorsow (o Sunduy, Ap

coummll

will hold Its fund drive for the retarded and those with karning
rll 24, at varlous locatlons bn the borough and tuwnship.

publican TownshipCouncilmenRob-
ert Johnston, Mrs. Joan Papen and
Mrs. Irene Schmidt will face Demo-
cratic pominees, Mrs. Teresa Ford of
4 Linden Lane, Mrs, Barbara
Schwartzof 12 Winchester Drive and
Harold Burwell of 317 Willow Av-
enue, in November, for four-year
terms according 1o petitions filed in
time for last y’s deadline.
Two Fanwood Borough Council-
men Democratic Kevin McGonigle
and Republican Donald S. Kolterjohn
have decided not to seek new three-
year terms on the council.
Former Democratic Councilman
William E. Populus, Jr. of 384
LaGrande Avenue and fellow Demo-
crat, Mrs. Linda Muller of 74 Russel|
Road, will face Republicans Joel

. Whitaker of 205 Marian Avenue and

Chester Lindsey of 200 Midway Av-
enue in the fall. ]

Township and Borough Republi-
cans will, however, be voting for a
mole and female member of their
respeclive municipal conmiltees in
eacfelecﬁon district in the June Pri-
mary, however.

Tﬁe Democrits will not clectmem-
bers of their committees until nest

Car.
y ¥ Ok K x %

Unlike the contestants for local
offices in Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, those running for
county and federal offices fuce o
?iethmaofopponcnlsinlheTuusdpy.

une 7, Primary Election, according
tonominating petitions filed on Thurs-
duy.
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Incumbenmt Democratic United
States Senatot Frank R. Lautenberg
of Cliffside Park will face Primary
challenges fram William Campbell
of Green Brook and Mrs. Lynne A,
Speed of Ridgeficld Park.

‘The winner of that party s Primary
will face Republican Assembly
Speaker Garabed “Chuck™ Haylaian
of Hackettstown or former Republi-
can State Senator Brian Kennedy of
SeaGirt, whoareseeking their party's
nod in the Primary, and a host of
independents, in November.
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DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those aring press releases for
submissin[:fg The Westfield Leader or
The Tintes arc reminded all copy should
be in the hands of the Edior al 50 Elm
Strect, Westficld, by 4 p.n. on the
Friday before the Thussday on which
they wish it 10 appear. .

Leader reeascs nlso may be nailed
10 Past Office Box 230, Westhield,
07091, and Times teleases o Posl
Office Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076,
to meet the above reyquivements.

For events which hiappen the woeek-
cnd priot 10 publication, press releases
should rench the Editor by Memlay of
(he week of publiciwion w10 um.

Obituarics will be taken until Tues-
day ™1 5 .o

Forevents which are plantied weeks
or munths in wdvance, we enceurge
submissian of stories s carly a8 pos-
sible prior ta the event,

The abave deadlines are meant 1o
ennhle us Lo prepare your copy care-
Tully.

Federal Crime Bill Causes Heated Debate at Borough Council Meeting: See Story on Page 2



