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TOWNSHIP A jVf) BOROUGH AIDES PARTICIPATE IN THE BICENTENNIAL SYMPOSIUM

)fficials From Former Township of Westfield Predict
re Cooperative Ventures at Every Level of Government
,J. PEYTON
Veufield Leader and Vie Times

mintheEastdeclin-
ff running a munici-

pality continuing to rise, the next 100
years could see some dramatic
changes in Westfield and surround-
ing communities.

These changes, however, may not
compare to what took place in the last
100 years.

Last Wednesday, officials from
Westfield and the other six munici-
palities that once were one township,
having broken off from the

Elizabethtown tract in I794,tookpart
in the Westfield Bicentennial Sym-
posium at the town's Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School.

The other six communities, namely
Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Clark and
Plainfield all were once part of West-
field. The event was sponsored by the
Westfield Bicentennial Commission.

Westfield Mayor Garland C. "Bud"
Boothe, Jr., the host and moderator
for the two-hour program, explained
slowly these communities began to
separate and form their own munici-

palities.
The first to split was Clark in 1804,

followed by Plainfield in 1847, in-
cluding what is today Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

Fanwood was formed from sec-
tions of both Plainfield and Westfield
in 1878.

Fanwood, Mayor Boothe said, was
"carved out of the middle of the to wn-
ship, Westfield, and what was left as
the Township of Fanwood was re-
named the Township of Scotch
Plains."

The next community to secede was

theBoroughof Mountainside in 1895.
The last area to break away from

the former Township of Westfield
was Garwood in 1903, just 15 days
after Westfield changed its form of

Representative R. D. Franks Fields
Many Questions at Town Meeting as^assisS

regionalization, shared services and
interlocal agreements.

She said, "These are ideas who
lime has come."

Each of the representatives on the
government to become what is today panel spoke on how they envision the
the Town ofWestfield. Garwood was next 100 years of their community
formed from sections of Westfield and the county. Many discussed
andCranford.

In discussing the topic for the sym-
posium, "Where Should Our Mu-
nicipalities be 100 Years From
Now?," Mayor Boothe made refer-
ence in his opening address to New
Jersey's setup of government which
includes state, county and municipal
government.

"One constant question is whether
we, as citizens and taxpayers, can.
afford and should continue to have in
N J l

Scotch Plains Residents Concerned About Health Care, Crime and Budget
By GLENN K. KAPLINSKY

Specially Wrillrn/nr The Time\

Representative Robert D.
Franks held a well-attended town
meeting Tuesday prior to the con-
ference meeting of the Scotch
Plains Township Council.

Representative Frankscalled the
24 town meetings conducted thus
far as "important exercises in
democracy."

By the end of the month the
Representative will have visited
every municipality in the district
in his 15-month tenure as United
States Representative.

In his tenure as Matthew J.
Rinaldo's successor, he has re-
ceived 38,000 letters, he said.

The legislator passed out a com-
parison of the six health care plans
before the Congress and Presi-
dent Clinton's plan.

The lawmaker foresees a new
national health plan which would
be a composite of the various plans
pending in Congress.

According to Representative
Franks, the big questions center
around accessibility and
affordability of care.

"We have to get a handle on the

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU
Those preparing press releases for

submission to The Westfield Leader or
The Times are reminded all copy should
be in the hands of the Editor at SO Elm
Street, Westfield, by 4 p.m. on the
Friday before the Thursday on which
hey wish it to appear.

Leader releases also may be mailed
.o Post Office Box 250, Westfield,
07091, and Times releases to Post
Office Box 368, Scotch Plains, 07076.
to meet the above requirements.

For events which happen the week-
end prior to publication, press releases
should reach the Editor by Monday of
the week of publication sit 10 a.m.

Obituaries will be taken until Tues-
day at 5 p.m.

For events which are planned weeks
or inonlhs in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as pos-
sible prior to the event.

The above deadlines are meant to
enable us lo prepare your copy care-
fully.

situation and retain an individual's
right to choose a doctor or keep
their own coverage," he stated.

Moving onto crime, the Repre-
sentative said, "It affects us all.
We resolve disputes through vio-
lence. We must send criminals an
indisputable message."

On the economy, the Represen-
tative labeled New Jersey's 7.9
percent unemployment rate "un-
acceptable" and he said, "We must
invest in the creation of new jobs,
since business is the source of all
our jobs."

Illegal immigration also is a
growing issue, he noted.

The legislator went on to say
welfare must not be "self-perpetu-'
ating."

The lawmaker than fielded
questions from the audience on
health care, lobbyists, the need
for a balanced budgetV crime,
drugs, gun control, term limits for
elected officials, the budget defi-
cit and foreign affairs.

While the audience had a low
opinion of Congress, they seemed
to have a high opinion of Repre-
sentative Franks.

At the conference meeting after
Representative Franks' visit, it
was revealed the council will hold
a special meeting on Tuesday,
April l9,at8:3Op.m. intheCoun-
cil Chambers to introduce the 1994
Municipal Budget.

A public meeting on the budget
would then be held on Tuesday,
May 24.

A tax increase of 5 per cent is
envisioned over last year. This
would mean additional taxes on a
average home assessed at
$114,000 would be $45 for the
yeardue to municipal government
expenses.

Two thirds of the increase is due
to the unusually harsh winter
weatherand its associated cleanup
costs, costs of road repairs from
the storms and a $200,000 sewer
bill to the Plainfield Joint Meet-

ing, a local sewerage authority,
the officials said.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins pointed out for the last
fouryearstheaveragetax increase
has been $27 per home.

Surplus funds are being used to
hold down the budget increase,
but for the above-mentioned rea-
sons, the budget increase would
have totaled I to 2 per cent, he
said.

About 97 per cent of Scotch
Plains homeowners pay their taxes
on time, Mr. Atkins noted.

The council heard a report from
Police Chief Robert Luce, the
Chairman of the Personnel Com-
mittee. Walter DiNizo, Mrs. Joyce
Garbinski, Mrs. Josephine Ford,
Mrs. Marion Yotcoski and Mrs.
Laura Botto also were on the com-

ittee^which issued a cornpre-r

g r n m e n t
567 statewide, 70 in Bergen County
alone, 21 inthiscounty,plusover600
school boards and districts and count-
less special districts and authorities
for sewerage, solid waste, parking,
toll roads, sports complexes and so
on," the Mayor noted.

During her remarks as the keynote
speaker for the evening, Mrs. Harriet-
Derman, the Commissioner of the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, spoke on the complex
system of municipal aid, which many
mayors throughout the state are con-
cerned will be significantly less this
year causing property taxes to soar.

'To the first mayor of Westfield
municipal aid from the state probably
meant a letter of advice on parchment
from the Governor. To the Mayor of
Westfield in the year 2094, municipal
aid hopefully will mean a different
system than what we see in 1994,"
Mrs. Derman said.

She explained towns should not
have to compete against each other
for municipal aid, adding the
administrationof the Governor, Mrs.
Christine Todd Whitman, wants mu-
nicipal aid to be formula driven on a
system that is more in tune with the

and ^ f l 9 l > 4

shared services to save money. Some
see the county as a government entity
radically different or even phased
out.

Clark Mayor Robert Ellenport said
he sees the structure of government
staying the same in 2094.

In an effort to save money and keep
taxes down, duplication of services
will be eliminated, he noted.

The main change Mayor Ellenport
sees over the next century will be on
the county level.

He said county government will
become a coordinator for communi-
ties in the county to deal with each
other without the expensive cost of
another bureaucracy that duplicates
many of the municipal services. He
said this has begun already with the
state's takeover of the county courts
system.

Henry Kita.City Administrator for
Plainfield.added he believes the com-
munities will begin to share or re-
gionalized services.

Mr. Kita believes purchasing, pub-

lic works, the waste-flow system and
the school system can be regional-
ized. He believes police and fire ser-
vices will be the last services to be
combined.

Scotch Plains Councilwoman and
former Mayor, Mrs. Joan Papen, said,
in an effort to save money while
providing high-quality services,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood region-
alized their school district.

Scotch Plains also has a, service
agreement with Rah way for health
and nursing services, and Westfield
has such an agreement with Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood share
a senior citizens bus and recently
began to share the post of court ad-
ministrator to save money. The two
communities also share parks and
recreation services.

Scotch Plains has joint vacation
bus trips with Mountainside, Summit
and New Providence, while Scotch
Plains also shares public works de-
partment equipment with Fanwood,
Mountainside and Cranford.

She said Scotch Plains and
Fanwood also have an agreement for
their sanitary sewers and street lights.
TheengineeringdepartmentinScotch
Plains works with the county depart-
ment as well as the other communi-

Clean Community Day
April 23 in Fanwood

Residents Urged to Make Borough Litter-Free

pfoyrnenf and employee 'po
The import will bt: ' r i j

given to each current employee
and new employee.

Chief Luce termed the report
"very professional."

Councilwoman, Mrs. Joan
Pupen, said the report was "a great
idea."

Mrs. Judith Babinski, the As-
sistant Township Attorney, in a

COHTIHUEOONPtGCtO

TheCo'iTirnlssioneTsaid aid needs
to more predictable, so municipal
leaders can better figure out their
budgets in advance.

In addition to municipal aid fig-
ures which were released following
the Governor's State-of-the-State
address last month, Mrs. Derman said
municipalities can expect to "look
forward to" $195 million in discre-
tionary aid.

Mrs. Derman said as towns look to
cut costs in the years ahead several
buzz words will be evident such as

The slogan for Earth Day 1994 is
"Support What Supports Us."

In keeping with that spirit, Fanwood
is planning its fifth annual Clean
Community Day on Saturday, April
23.

Mayor, Mrs. Lindad. Slender, com-
mented; "This year?s Earth Day slo-
gan reminds us we all have a respon-
sibility to keep our streets arid high-
ways litter free. Litter not only is
unsightly and unhealthy. It ultimately
ends up polluting our waterways and
oceans."

Residents should become "pick-
up partners" and join this commu-
nity-wide effort to make the borough
litter free not only on April 23 but all
year long. Business owners once
again will be asked to pledge their
cooperation in keeping their property
clean.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30

a.m. on Saturday, April 23, at the
South Side parking lot of the Fanwood
Railroad Station.

Earth Day T-shirts, gloves and gar-
bage bags will be furnished to all
participants and refreshments will be
provided by local merchants upon

-. completion of the cleanup.. •.. < />.
The project is being organized by

the Fanwood Clean Community
Committee in conjunction with the
Department of Public Works and is
funded by the Clean Communities
Grant, which the borough obtained
from the state.

Volunteers are asked to notify De-
partment of Public Works Director
Raymond Manfra in advance of their
intent to participate by telephoning
him at 322-7404.

However, any volunteer who just
shows up will be welcomed.

Scotch Plains Planners Approve
Subdivision of Rahway Road Site

Narrow Width of the Driveway, Sewer Systems Cause Discussion
By SUZETTE STALKER

fycually Written fur Vie Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
climaxed a three-hour public hearing
Monday with its approval of an ap-
plication by a Middlesex County de-
veloper seeking to subdivide S.7 acres
of property at 1251 Rah way Road on
which he plans to build four single-
family homes in addition to the one
residence already on the site.

In a bid originating in 1988, Joseph
Hamrah of Edison sought the board's
approval to develop the land, de-
scribed by Planning Board Chairman
George Tomkin as "the'most rural,
rustic area of Scotch Plains," distin-
guished primarily by its heavily-
wooded and rolling landscape.

The applicant required no variances
for his proposed development, but
the matter nonetheless warranted a
public hearing because of the scope
of the project and because Mr. Hamrah
had asked for several waivers which
were within the board's jurisdiction
to approve or deny.

Mr. Hamrah's proposal includes a
common driveway with a 22-foot
width leading into the development,
which would branch off into separate
driveways for each of the residences
within the complex. The develop-
ment primarily fronts Rahway Road
and also a small section of Locust
Avenue.

Among the waivers which Mr.
Hamrah sought, and which were ad-
dressed by Town Engineer C. Stephen
Kinsey in a March 17 memorandum
to the Planning Board, were the pro-
posed elimination of a curbing re-
quirement for the main driveway,
originally planned to facilitate traffic
and stormwater control as well as
maintenance of the pavement.

Mark Danielsof The Daniels Engi-
neering Group of South Plainfield,

an expert witness for the applicant,
testified curbing of the driveway
would necessitate the removal of a
substantial portion of earth adjacent
to the pavement as well as some ma-
ture trees near the driveway.

The applicant also sought a waiver
from having to widen Rahway Road,
for the same reasons, prompting a
lengthy discussion among board of-
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BLOOD PRESSURE
WILL BE CHECKED

The Township of Scotch Plains
will hold its monthly hypertension,
high blood pressure, screening
clinic on Monday, April 11.

The clinic will be held in the
Scotch Plains Public Library Com-
munity Room from 10 a.m. to noon
and is free.

The intent of the clinic is to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pres-
sure.

Those who are over the age of 30
and smoke or are overweight or
have a family history of heart dis-
ease of diabetes and have not had
their blood pressure checked re-
cently are urged to attend.
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S ...Three participants in Fanwood's Easter egg hung on Saturday cunt theFeB^hopinB they-II

Airport Noise
Meeting Tonight

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Citi-
zens Against Aircraft Noise will
present a review of the Port
Authority's study of a proposed
ocean route for aircraft around the
New York Metropolitan Area to-
day at 7:30 p.m. in the downstairs
meeting room of the Scotch Plains
Library.

FOR THE GOLDEN AGERS... Once again the media Center or Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wai filled with veteran members of the community
recently when the Student Government Association held Senior Citizens Day.
The visitors enjoyed getting to know their student partners Tor the day as well
as attending classes, riding a school bus and being treated to lunch. The event
also included • "Name That Tune" contest conducted by school musicians.


