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wninthe Eastdeclin-

!f running a munici-
piuny conanug torise, the next 100
years could see some dramatic
changes in Westfield and surround-
ing communities.

se changes, however, may not

compare to what took place inthe last
100 years.

Last Wednesday, officials from
Westfield and the other six munici-
palities thatonce were one township,
having broken off from the

Elizabethtowniractin 1794,100k pant
in the Westfield Biceniennial Sym-
posium o the town’s Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School.

The other six communities, name)
Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Clark and
Plainficld all were ance pant of West-
field. Theevent was sponsored by the
Waestfield Bicentennial Commission,

Westfield MayorGarland C. “Bud”
Boothe, Jr., the host and moderator
for the iwo-hous program, explained
slowly these communitics began to
separate and form their own munici-

palities,

_ The firsttosplit was Clark in 1804,
tollowed by Phiinfield in 1847, in-
cluding what is 1oday Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

Fanwood was formed from sec-
tions of both Plainfield and Westfietd
in 1878,

Fanweod, Mayor Boothe said, was
“earved out of the middle of the town-
ship, Westfield, and what was lefi as
the Township of Fanwood was re-
g’i\rped" the Township of Scotch

nins.

The next community to secede was

Representative R. D. Franks Fields
Many Questions at Town Meeting

Scotch Plains Residents Concerned About Health Care, Crime and Budget

By GLENN K. KAPLINSKY
Speciatir Weitien for Tie Times

Represenlative Robert D,
Franks held a well-attended town
meeting Tuesday prior to the con-
ference meeting of the Scotch
Plains Township Council.

Representative Franks called the
24 1own meetings conducted thus
far as “important exercises in
democracy.”

By the end of the month the
Represemtative will have visited
every municipality in the district
in his I3-month tenure as United
States Representative,

In his tenure as Matthew ).
Rinaldo’s successor, he has re-

ceived 38,000 letters, he said.

The legislator passed owt acom-
parison of the six health care plans
before the Congress and Presi-
dent Clinton’s plan.

The lawmaker-foresees a.new
national health plan which would
be acomposite of the various plans
pending in Congress. '

According to Representative
Franks, the big questions center
around  accessibility and
affordability of care.

“We have to get a handle on the

DEADLINES HELP -

PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those ring press releases for
submission 10 The Westfield Leader ot
The Times are reminded allcopy should
be in the hands of the Editor at 50 Elm
Streel, Weslficld, by 4 pam. on the
Friday before the Thursday on which
they wish il 10 appear.
geader releases also may be mailed
to Posi Office Box 250, Westfield,
07091, and Times releases to
Office Box 368, Scotch Plains, 02076,
to meel the ybave roguirements.
For events “Ir:'lliich happen the m;
end prios to publicayion, picss re!
shm?ld reach the Editor by Monday of
the week of publication at 10 a.m.
Obitvaries will be saken until Tues-
day at 5 p.m.
Forevents which ate plonned weeks
or moths in advance, we CNCOULge
suhmission of stories as carly as pos-
sible prior to the cvent.
The above deadlines ure meam 1o
cnable us 10 prepare your copy care-
ully,

Hate i jtn preize.

sitvation and retain anindividual's
right 10 choose a doctor or keep
their own coverage,” he stated,

Moving onto crime, the Repre-
sentative said, “Iv affects us all,
We resolve disputes through vio-
lence. We must send criminals an
indispuiable message.”

On the economy, the Represen-
tative labeled New Jersey's 7.9
per cent unemployment rate “‘un-
acceptable” and he said, “We must
invest inthe creation of new jobs,
since business is the source of all
our jabs,"

Hlegal iminigration also is a
growing issue, he noted.

The legislator went on to say
welfare must not be “self-perpetu-
ating.”

The lawmaker than fielded
questions from the audience on

_health care, lobbyists, the need
for a balanced budgét, crite;” " hensiv

drugs, gun control, term limits for
elected officials, the budget defi-
cit and forcign affairs,

While the audience had a low
opinionof Congress, they seemed
to have a high opinion of Repre-
senlative Franks. -

Atthe conference meeting after
Represemative Franks visit, it
was revealed the council will hold
a special meeting on Tuesday,
April 19,a18:30p.m. inthe Coun-
cilChambers tointroducethe 1994
Municipal Budget.

A public meeting on the budget
would then be held on Tuesday,
May 24. _

A tax increase of 5 per cent is
envisioned over last year. This
would mean additional taxes ona
average home assessed al
$114,000 would be $45 for the
yearduetomunicipal government
expenses.

Two thirds of the increase is due
1o the vnusvally harsh winter
weatherand itsassociated cleanup
costs, costs of road repairs from
the storms and a $200,000 sewer

bill to the Plainfield Joint Meei-

X

TASCER T REASURE... Three particlpants in Fanweod s Enster egg hung oa Sato

ing, a Jocal sewerage authority,
the officials said.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins pointed out for the lasy
four yearstheavesage tax increase
has been $27 per home.

Surplus funds are being used to
hold down the budget increase,
but for the above-mentionad rea-
sons, the budget increase would
have totaled 1 1o 2 per cent, he
said.

Abowl 97 per cent of Scotch
Plains homeowners pay theirtaxes
on time, Mr. Atkins noted.

‘The council heard a report from
Police Chief Robent Luce, the

Chairman of the Personnel Com-
miltee, Walter DiNizo, Mrs. Joyce
Garbinski, Mrs. Josephine Ford,
Mrs. Marion Yotcoski and Mrs.
LauraBotto also were on the com-

jttee, which issued a compre-r
LopOr TeenTT ATz i B

o ployn}'eq(' anderpicyeepok jes. 7

The dport wilt be hountf und
given lo cach current employce
and new employee.

Chief Luce termed the report
“very prolassional.”

Counci'woman, Mrs. Joan
Papen, said the report was “a grea
idea.” .

Mrs. Judith Babinski, the As-
sistant Township Attorney, in a
CONTHAIED ONPAGE 10

the Boroughof Moumainsidein 1893,
The last arca to break away from
the former Township of Wewsfield
was Garwood in 1903, juat 15 days
afiter Westlield changed its form of
government to become what is today
the Town of Westfield. Garwood was
formed from sections of Westfield
ani! (;I.‘ranford. he
ndiscussing the topic forthe sym-
posium, “Where Should Our m-
nicipalities be 100 Years From
Now?,” Mayor Boothe made refer-
ence in his opening addvess to New
Jersey's selup of government which
includes state, county and municipal-
government,

*‘One constant question is whether
we, as citizens and fax , €an,
;zfgord J:ln; should‘cqntim tgf have in

W munici man
smmall |.miia?r of Im.:nlpal -—,
567 statewide, 70 in Bergen County
alone, 2| in thiscounty, plusover600
school boards and districts and count-
}ess special disszi':i:;s and autmliu
or sewerage, waste, ing,
toll roads, sports complexes and so
on,” the Mayor noted.

During her remarks as the keynote
speaker for the evening, Mrs. Harviet.
NIDeﬂuaJ n, lthcCommisstonef éoonil‘ the

lew Je partment o mu-
nity Aﬁr‘:ieyts. spoke on the complex
systemof municipal aid, whichmany
mayors throughout the siaste are con-
cerned will be significantly less this
yeaf causing property taxes 10 soar.

“To the first mayor of Westfield
municipal aid from the state probably
meatit aletterof advice on parchmeni
from the Governor, To the Mayor of
Westfield in the year 2094, municipal
aid hopefully will mean a different
system than what we see in 1994,"
Mrs. Derman said.

She explained 1owns should not
have 1o compete against each other
for municipal aid, adding the
administrationof the Govemnor, Mrs.
Christine Todd Whitman, wants mu-

-nicipal aid to be formula driven on a

system that is more in tune with the

mlgari:'and SCOnMMIE-of | 9.
“The Comiiilssianersald aid goeds
to more predicioble, so municipal
leaders can better figure out their
budgets in advance.

In addition 1o municipa aid fig-
ures which wese released following
the Governor’s State-of-the-State
address last month, Mrs. Derman said
municipalities can expect to ook
forward to” $195 million in discre-
tionary aid.

Mrs. Derman said as towns look to
cut costs in the years ahead several
buzz words will be evident such as

regionalization, shared services and
interfocal nts.

She said, “These are ideas who
time has come."

Each of the representatives on the
pancl onhow they eavision the
next H0O years of their community
and the county. Many discussed
shated services to save money, Some
secthecounty as agovernment entity
radically different or even phased
out,

Chark Mayor Robert Ellenport said
he sees the structure of government
slaying the same in 2094.

Inaneffortiosave money andkeep
tanes down, duplication of services
will be eliminated, he noted.

The main change Mayot Ellesport
sees over the nexi century will be on
th%l cmnltg Tevel. al

e said county povernment wi
become a coordinator for communi-
ties in the to deat with each
other without the expensive cost of
another that duplicates
many of the municipal services. He
saidt this has begun already with the
state’s takeover of the county courts
system.

Kita, City Administrator for
Plainfield, added he believesthecom-
munities will begin to share or re-

gionalized setvices.
Mr. Kita believes purchasing, pub-

lic works, the waste-flow system and
the school system can be regional-
ized. He belicves police and fire ser-
vices will be the last services to be
combined. .

Scotch Plains Councilwoman and
former Mayor, Mrs. Joan Papen, said,
in an efiort to save money while
pmidi;r high-quality services,
Scotch-Plains and Fanwood region-
alized their school district.

Scotch Plains also has a service
agreement with:Rahway for health
and nursing sefvices, and Westfield
hassuchan withFanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood share
a senjor citizens bus and recentl
began to shace the post of court ad-
ministrator to save moaey. The two
commaunities also share parks and
recreation secvices.

Scotch Plains has joint vacation
bus irips with Mountainside, Summit
and New Providence, while Scotch
Plains also shares public works de-

equipment with Fanwood,
inside and Cranford.

She said Scotch Plains and
Fanwood also have an agreement for
theirsanitary sewers and street lighis.
Theengineering deparimentin Scotch
Plains works with ibe county depast-
ment as well as the other communi-

Clean Community Day
April 23 in Fanwood

Residents Urged to Make Borough Litter-Free

“S'I'M,slosan fog Earth 1994 js
upport What Supports Us.”
. Inkeeping withthatspirit, Finwood
is planning its fiith annova! Clean
%smmunity Day on Sawrday, April

Mayor, Mrs. Lindad. Stendet, com-

yented; “This-year's Earth Day-alo- -

sﬁ;} reminds us we all have a respon-
s

wiys litter free. Lier nol only is
unsightly and unhealthy. lultimately
ends up Polluling our waterways and
oceans.’

5.
Residents should become “pick-
up partners” and join this commu-
nity-wide effort lo make the borough
litter free not only on April 23 butall
year long. Business owners once
again will be asked to pledge their
cmﬁmin keeping their property
clean.
Volunteers will assemble at 8:30

Scotch Plains Planners Approve
Subdivision of Rahway Road Site

Narrow Width of the Driveway, Sewer Systems Cause Discussion

By SUZETTE STALKER
Speclally Wettien for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
climaxed athree-hour public bearing
Monday with its approval of an ap-
plication by a Middlesex County de-
veloperseeking tosubdivide 5.7 acres
of property al 1251 Rahway Road on
which he plans to buitd four single-
family homes in addition to the one
residence already on the sile.

et ]

ke - »
hoping they’ll

Willam &. B

rduy connl (helr erys,

Inabidoviginating in 1988, 3,
Hamrah of Edison soughlﬂnlm";
approval to develop the land, de-
scribed%l’launins dChairman
George Tomkin as “the most rural,
msuchulm of Sclrchb;laiins.;ec‘l:sgn-
guished primarily 15 heavily-
woaded and rotling landscape,

Theapplicantrequired no variances
for his proposed development, but
the maiter nonetheless warranied a
public hearing because of the scope
ofthe projectatd because Mr. Harah
had asked for several waivers which
were within the board’s jurisdiction
to approve or deny.

r. Hameah's proposal includes a
cofnmon driveway with a 22-fool
widih leading inlo the development,
which would branch off imm
driveways for each of the resi
within the complex. The develop-
ment primarily fronts Rallwn{‘seoad
and also a small section of Locust
Avenue.

Among the waivers which M.
Humrah sought, and which were ad-
dmsedby'l‘ownﬁn?inmc. Stephen
Kinsey in a March 17 memorandiin
to the Planning Board, were the pro-
posed elimination of a curbing re-
quitement for the main driveway,
originally planned 1o facilitate tra
and stormwaler control as well as
maintenance of the pavement.

Mark Danicts of The Daniels Engi-
neering Group of South Plainfield,

Airport Noise

Meeting Tonight

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Citi-
zens Against Airceaft Noise will
prcsi‘cm n rev:;.w ;:l' the Port
Authority’s study of u proposed
ocean rozle for au’rr\:raf( arcund the
New York Metropolitan Area to-
day m 7:30 p.m. in the downstairs
meeting room of the Scotch Plains

Library,

an expert witness for the applicant,
testified curbing of the driveway

mmﬁ?? m““‘o aduaj'a::t: tify new cases of high blood pres-
10 the pavement as well as some ma- s“’tl?ﬁosewhoareoverlheageOFSO
ture trees n_emlhedmeway. and smoke or are averweight of
The applicant also soughtawaiver  Hiave o family historyof hear dis-
it o el
r ir re ¢ -
lengthy discmio:ms board of- | ceptly are urged to attend.
HOW TO GET THE TIMES
Just Fill in the Form
On Page 10
And Return It to Us!

enjeyed getting to kmow their studemt
an aitending classes, riding u schosd bus awd heing treated to lunch. |

¥y to keep ouy sireets and high-

FOR THE GOLDEN AGERS.,. Once agsin

a.m. on Saturday, April 23, at the
South Side parking lotof the Fanwood
Railroad Station.

Earth Day T-shirts, gloves and gar-
bage bags will be furnished 1o all

paniti:i l’;,w:l tefwshm;:g willbe
provi local merchants upen
 of the cleanwp,. . v . .

the Fanwuo:iii.cbi:i:g %’%ﬁ?ﬁ?\ﬁ}
Convmitiee in conjunction with the
Department of Public Works and is
funded by the Clean Communities
Gram, which the borough obtained
from the state.

Volunteers are asked to notify De-

ment of Public Works Director

Raymond Mnnlira in a})dvance of their
intent to pariicipate by telephonin
him at 32 -7404?. Y telephoning

However, any volunteer who just
shows op will be welcomed.

BLOOD PRESSURE

WILL BE CHECKED

The Township of Scotch Plains
willholdits monthly hypertension,
high blood pressure, screening
clinic on Monday, April 11.

The clinic will be held in the
Scotch Plains Public Library Com-
munity Room feom 10a.m. tonoon
and is free.

The intent of the clinic is toiden-

—

Fanwood School flled with mm&mﬁﬁmmh mulinl';
Hi veteran members commu|

receni when.htlu M:Iuﬁourm Assoclation held Senlor Citlzens Day.
The

for the day as well
event

also Included » "Name That Tane® contest conducled by school musictans.




