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Firefighters Working Out Complaints
With Help of Consultant, Subcommittees
§ %8 Fireman Attributes Poor Morale to Failure to Answer Questions; Council Body Reporss Expected Soon;

Fanwoed, by Howard Drewes
Drewes, 7, tor their wite

SIGN OF LOVE...This Yalentine was made in

and his child
nd mother, Mrs. Selly Drewes

Jounna Mursh for The Tirmes
the snew o Watson

Drewes, 10, snd Amy

Consultant Says Td.wnsldp’: Officials Had to Learn How to Focus on Meeting Needs of Their Personnel

The sparks that have been
the Scotch Plains Fire De,
since {991 finally sesm to be dying
down due to the work of subcommit.

*tees and the consultant which wen
appoinied by the Township Cmncllr
n]:'o!'obleims with the
ed’s equipment, morale and
their Chief Jonathan Bllis sutfaced in
mid-1991, when members of Com-

ny No. 2took alistof complaints to

ownship Manager Thomas E,

Atkins,
Williamn Feury, a Company No. 2

ficefighter for 17 years, said a few

Superintendent Recommends Adding
Days at the End of the School Year

District Must Make Up Sessions Lost Due to Storms and Much Icy Weather

By GLENN R. KAPLINSKY
Speciatty Written for The Times

Dr. Caral B. Choye, the Superin-
tendent of Schools, teoonnnengd to
the Scoich Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education at its conference meeting
that Wednesday and Thursday, June
22 and 23, be added to the school
calendar.

i uecessg Friday, June 24, al
mldbe ‘ Y, June 50

These would be make-up days for
those Jost during the recent snow
storms,

The state
180-day school year.

TueScoteh Plains-Fanwood school
culendar for ihis yoar is 184 days,
Six snow days already have been
sed

According 1 Dr, Choye, the Gov-
emor, Mrs. Christine Todd Whitman,
will not “forgive” any days.

Board Secretary Richard I
Marshall gave board members the

1984 school budget.
, Choye stales the budget top
priority is “what is best for young-
sters.”
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This budget, she added, is “more
explicit about priorities.”

The board will not find out how
much the district will receive in state
aid until about Tuesday, March 15,

Mr. Marshall, in compiling the
budgetis assuming the school system
will receive the same amount of aid it
did from the state last year:

The Superintendent noted, “The
teachers carry the real responsibility

of helping youngsters learn. Ap-
proximately $83,Els)0 has been bud-
geted for strategic planning.”

The pr ed 1994 iget con-
tains a0 incrzases cxeepl for selafy
The increase of 2.8 per caist over st
year's budget 1ransiates into a title
over $1.3 million, oificials said,

Ariseinlocal propesty laxes of 3.9
per cent is forecast due o school
expenses.

Federal aid to the township and
borough schools has been cut dra-
matically, Mr. Marshalb said.

He noted approximatety 12 percent
of the funds in the 1993-1594 spend-
ing plun came from the state.

The full board will review the per-
:’manoeﬁovcr the last (0 months of
¢ Superintendent o its Thursda;
March 24 meeting, 4

Individual board members, prior
to that session, will write their own
evaluations of Dr. Choye.

The M‘g{'ceh 24 meeti:lg'd will see a
review of her contracy compen-
sation.

On’ , March 1, Dr. Ch
will give o report on the state of
schools and her goals for the future.
rn%?;sfe'f:im 13;8 A 194

also was
t;ll’(‘dlf:'au:m 1%’{1(1:1}"5 sessiop,
he boned's aworney, Casper D.
Baochun, v, wivised lt«’-.f memmrs o
rethink the pelicy, since the current
family leave regulations are not in
complisnce with federsl law, he said.

Federal law requires upto 12 weeks

per years of family leave be offered.
Nrr. Boehm vrged the board not to
“Create additional benefits in your
policy.”
Due to inconsistencies in the fam-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Due to Snowstorms, Council Votes
For Tax Payments Without Penalty

Any Bill Postmarked on or Before February 10 Will Be Accepted Without Extra Charge

Py GLENN R, KAPLINSKY
Specially Wriinn fur The Tiees

A conference meeting of the
Scotch Plains Township council
was held Tuesdaytosettheagenda
for the next public meeting on
February 22.

Students from the high school
Distributive Education Club will
conduct Tuesday's meeting.

They alsowill make public their
survey of the downtown busingss
district. The last public meeting
on February 10 was canceled due
10 a snow storm,

A resulution was passed
regarding the late payment of
quarterly taxes which were due
on February 10.

The resolution provides, “Any
1ax payment received through the
mail which has a postmark on of
before February 10 shall be
cxempt from interest penalties
which would normally be
ussessed,”

"Township Manager Thomnas E.

Atkins, in a letter to the council
dated February 14, stated he will
have a draft 1994 municipal
budget to the council within a
week. .

The task of Mr. Atkins is made
difficult due to the fact at the

BOARD OF EDUCATION

SETS BUDGET MEETING

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Bnurdnt’Educalionhnsqnnounccd
severs) meetings to discuss the
propused  1994-1995 school
budpes,

All sessions will be held at B
pan. in the bourd Administration
Offices m Cedar Street and
Yivergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The meelings are scheduled for
tocday and Tuesday, February 22;
Tuesday, March [, und Thutsday,
March 3.

1L also is possible the board may
discuss the budget at its public
meeling at 8 pan. on Thursduy,

rebngary 24,

.-\-y]-‘-:viml

OLD MAN WINTER...A snow sculpiure of @ mansitling onu
Avenue, Scotch Ploing. The stoems which plagued the areaprov

present titne there are noavailable
state aid figures one could rely on
to prepate a budget.

He again stated his view, “The
Manager needs authority to
change the budget based on what

flying i the
it

snow hunk was made by some creniive restdents
jded much grieffor motorisis, but many outieds for artisiic

and

the volunteer firefightersand
Chief Ellis, whose sal
=
. Feury said the water
tanks used by the department, which
lepomed‘ly leak, “The Misa
ko S s o n
. 0
sh?lueldna;:'haw to t%ek;.'? volunteer
said the money that was
posed to go (o new la;kn was us:tllg
purchase: an aerial truck, which was
intended for use on the South side of
the township; No. 25 temi-
tory, but was stored on the North side,
where it does no fit in the garage.
Mr. Feury added the company
, but was not given a re-
attributes unanswered

“There are a lot of unanswered
uestions which make morale poor
are left in the dark and we just
have to do what he, Chief Ellis, says,
but he's not the one whose job it is to
%mnbummsbuildings.” k. Feury

This past November the Townshi
Cquacimmd Dy. Deniis Onieal, whg
has been an the Jersey City Fire De-
pirimentfor 22 ears and o Deputy
siltane v’ foak into.the. aitiation,

- evwjoate the problenis ‘afd sugpest

solutions,
Also,three

have been set up to discuss the com-

plainis and drafl repons about the
I ded to dy the prob-

Iy 4

Frg—, .

lems. )

The subcommilices each have one
council member and five fivefighters
and are broken down into the follow-
ing categocies: Capital equipment,
personal equipment and geac and
mosale and facilities.

Mr. Feury is on the morale and
facitities subcornmittee.

According to Mr. Atkins, the goal
of the subcommittees is 1o “develop
an action plan for things that should
be addressed in the near future and in
the long run.”

Mr. Atking said the morale and
facilities and the personal equipment
and gear iltecs have been
very active, and the capital equip-
met subcommittee is waiting fot its
report before issuing its own, be-
cause some recommendations fom
the commitiees may be similac

“The subcommittees have been
working hard together with the coun-
cit and with the chief. 1 think it's

well,” Mr. Atkins said.

He said the reports should be is-

Joanna Mareh for

e T T e g s e

o iartine

sued within 10 days, and Pr. Onieal
Jthen will meet with sl involved par
ties to the next
Firef} and
and gear commitice sue Joha
Lestarchick also believes the com-
mattees are working.
_ “At this time ] am satisfled
with our committee. So far it looks
I:kg:tnr lems will beironed out.”

about the success of the morale com-
mittee, "All our problems on lhe
:ﬂ\lipmmmuimomldbesolved
th money, bet it is different with
the morale comumittes.”
Dr. Onieal said when be began
working as a consultant so Scoich

PMains he found *a
kindoﬁgnsl:d come
, i

4o the end of their rope.” Yhad

The problem, according w0 De
gkt oo
ho‘n‘nl:lto handie the sim:'irun.

was 4 breakdown of comnun

cation. They dida"t understm:l.
hrefightersdonot loin, but when
m do, they mean it Dr. Onieal

The conaubtant added the subcom-
-mittees have worked because they
have introduced the governing body
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group of
whohadm

Borough Boy Scouts
Explore Government

Salary for Treasurer Draws Cowcml’: Protest

TUCKER TRIMBLE

Z«wrm#wnm

*An ordinance is a locaf faw, and a
resolution is an of the

.ough, used for moving money

arownd,” explained Fanwood A
Mis, Linda d. Stender tothe LOmem-
bers of Boy Scout No. 33 who
atsended the gh Council meet-

dinance on secomd rew 4 uﬁul;

W a sesolution estab)) the
aplary for the Bo Freasurer and - -
Chic§ Financial Officer.

. Concerning the ordimance, Coun-
cilman Andrew J. MacDonald told
his colleaw “The b are
entively toohigh,” and urged thocoun-
<il not to endorse it.

Both be and Councilman Donnld
S. Kolterjahn voted no, but the ordi-
nancecarticd withCouncilmentouis
C. Jung, Bruce Walsh and Council
President, Mrs. Maryanne Conndily,
supporting it.

‘ouncilman Kevin McGonigle was

abset from the meeting.
The vote was the same for the reso-

mn and

'dnmld_qbab.heuudc_ ¢ the wo-

e

Ithis b actiila Panwaod
to move the vesolution aad then vote
ainst itifthis is what isdpsiml. Mr.

stin said.

“This is a 16.% per cent increase,™
the Councilman tokl the council. “In
my opinion il just & yE
that increase.” -

The salary for Mrs. Brennan is set
at $29,500 retronctively to January I,
he noted. : )

“}think she is capable and hasdone
a good job," he continued, speaking
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State’s Suburban Areas
Show Gain in Population

Census Figures of 1992 Show Urban Popuiace Drop

The Garden Staie’s suburban and
rueal sections have gained in popula-
tion at the expense of inner cities,
according 1o United States Census
Bureau estimates from 1992,

In a report issued on Februaty 7,
the Census Burcay said aationwide
shifts in the amount of & be-
tween 1990 and 1997 showed de-
clines in some of New Jersey's most

'l‘hesl'ugest city in the stal:é h‘l;w-
ark, was repocied amon ge
cities in the nation which lost resi-
dents over the two years. .

Figures from iwoyearsagoshowed
an overall downturn in sme'’s
urban centers, iucludin*cﬂ-eﬂtk.
down 2.7 per ce; Adlamic City, 1.9

cent; Orange, 1.8 per cent;

lizabeth, 1.9 per cem; Passulc, 1.9

t cent; Paterson, 1.1 per cent, and

nield, 2.6 pet cent.

Topping the listof the United States
cities of more than 100,000 which
lost populstion between 1990 and

1992 was Harford, Connecticut.
Alsoincluded among the1op 43 in
that cat were Newark, Eliza~
beth and .
Newark, whose population was
278,221 i 1990, dropped 10 267,849
by 1992

Newark officials, however, con-
tinue 10 claim the Census Burcau
missed a number of people in that
city, as it did in 1990.

According toa sgokesman for the
state Department of Labor, however,
Newark has shown o comtinuing de-
cline while other Essex Counly com-
munities have been growing in popu-
Tation.

The more densely populated arcas

Ead
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of the state are slowing down in
growlh, according tothe sman,
and, in a continuation of a 20-year
trend, the more open areas are grow-

ing.

rls'I'Iu'. United States figures show
Somerset, Humerdon and Glovcester
Counties with the highest pescentage
of growih in the state.

Reporis also indicale immigrant
influx into the Garden State has
boosted population aumbers in sub-
urban areas.

For ex Edison, Piscataway
and West dsor are some of the
favorite areas of residence for those
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DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those propart s releasea for
subimission 1o The Westfield Leaderor
The Timesme teminded all copy should
e in she hands of the Editor st 50 Elm
Street, Westiield, by 4 p.m. on the
Friday before the Thursday on which

Ihmh il 1o appeat. .
r releuscs also may be malled
to Post Oifice Box 250, Wesifieid,
07091, and Times releases (0 Post
Office Box 368, Scoich Plains, 07076,
1o mect the above requirements.
Forcvents which hagpen the week-
cnd priot to publication, press rcleases
should reach the Editor by Mombay of
the week of publication ot 10 a.m.
Oblivaries will be laken untl] Tues-
doy at 5 p.m.
'orevents which sce planned weeks
or mamths it advance, we encowage
subenission of storics as early a3 pos-
sible prior 1o the event,
The above deadlines are meam o
ﬂablc uS {0 HEpIC Four COpY care-
ully.




