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Alix Ledford brought her arp to the Scotc
night. offering traditional Irish strains for a pre-§

program.

Harpist

ibrary Monday
. Patrick’s Day

o

Scotch Plains Council

0K’s Annual Budget

The Scotch Plains Township Council gave approval to a 1977
municipal budget. but final approval will be held off for a short
period, awaiting state approval of very minor changes. The public
hearing on the $4.5395.926 budget drew a few people on Tuesday

sper

The total general appropria-
tions are up by 3309.296 over
1976, but the taxes required to
support the new budget drop by
$345, due to increases in reven-
L.

Council was questioned re-
garding statc-mandated cap
ceilings on spending. Carl Lynn
asked what the  total budget
inercase was, and was told the
budget has increased by a totai
ol 7.8 pereent. The cap ceiling
himitation is applied to operating
revenues, and cxpenditures
from revenue sharing are ex-
cepied from the five percent cap
himitation.

The major arcas of increase
1976 include general
government salaries and wages,
up 534.319; insurance and other
eapenses, up $89.274; munici-
pal debt service. up $143,027.

The reserve for uncollected
tancs s st oat 5834.649, up
$24.254. As explained by offi-
cials. the reserve is set at 93'%
pereent. Actual experience has
shown that the colleetions run
about 97 percent. However, as
pointed out by Council mem-
bers, when Y7 percenmt is col-
lected,  the county and  the
school distriet get their full 100
pereent.

Over

The township must
atlow for a cuslnon in the event
o lailure o collect, Lyvon asked
what pracedures were followed
o delinguent tases, and wis
told that foreclosure s employed
atter o cortadn perind, There is a
ponalty applicd on late tas pay-
ments, alsa.

in other Council
argued once again along politi-

acions,

vul lines. on the 1ssuc-of senior
citizen housing. The Democrats

night, but there were no negative comments regarding any specific
ling arcas within the budget. —— ~

introduced — an approved, 3-2
— a resolution serving as the
official leticr of intent to make
necessary zoning changes. tax
abatement. and acquisition of
land for senior citizen housing.
The letter of intent is the next
official step required toward
establishmuent of such housing
here. the Democrats explained.
The township thereby pledges
to legislute  appropriate and
applicable coning ordinances for
the housing and. if tax abate.
ment is required during the life
of the federal stute mortgage
commitment. the township
accepts the responsibility.
Mayor Wadjenski. Councilman
Robert Griffin and Council Nocl
Musial, all Democrats. favored
the resolution.

The Republicans voted no.
Alan Augustine rcad a long
position paper last month out-
lining his question of proven
need. and reiterated that he
stands on this position. Larry

Neweomb said the question of

tax abatement has never been
discussed. While the Democrats
indicated that the letter of intent
was o simple and necessary step
HUD for a senior citizen housing
grant. Neweomb felt there was a
more involved commitment of a
serious  and  binding  nature.
SWetve never discussed pablic-
Iv i abatements,”” he said.
Demacratie Ceuncdilmen noted
that tax sibarement will be used
to induce a developer o come
into wwn. In licu of tascs. the
developer pavs a fee o the
township. it was said. The town-
ship. intends o acquire - Old
Continued On Page2

School Board And Mayor, Curenier |

Budget Elections Wrangle On

On Tuesday

Voters in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community go to the
polls on Tuesday, March 22, to
register opinion on a school
budget for 1977-78. and to elect
three new school board mem-
bers.

Three incument board mem-
bers — President Darrell
Brownawell, and Frank Festa
from Scotch Plains and Robert
Carlson from Fanwood have all
chosen not to scek re-election.
Mrs. Leonia Reilly, who has
served on the board in the past,
is uncontested for Carlson’s

In Scotch Plains. there are
five candidates. Two of them are
wives of current board mem-
bers. Mrs. Ann Fallon and Mrs.
Arlene Shanni seek to join their
husbands on the board. The two
husbands have one more full
year to scrve in their three-vear
terms. Robert Lariviere, Roben
Perrv and George Larkin arc the
other two candidates for the two
Scotch Pluins seats,

The budgert. sci at
514.212.581. as compared with a
budget of $13.216.422 last year,
will require $500.604 less in
school taxes to support. The
budgetr maintains existing pro-
grams. with some staff cuts for
declining enrollments, others to
stay within state mandated cap
ceilings.

The Baird of Education has
applied 5213.000 in surplus to
the proposcd budget.

Polls will be open from 2 to
9 pm next Tuesday,

Look for details
next week.

Calendar
Thursday, March 17 — Bd. of
Education. Monthly Meeting.
Tereill Jr. High. 8:00 pmn.
Friday, March 18 — Cundi-
Night. Bd. of FEd.
Candidatues,
Alert Parents  for
Schools, 5.P. Library.

dates
sponsored by
Guoail

Tuesday, March 22 — Bl of
Education clections, on bud-
bhoard candidates.
Tuesday, March 22 -- Dem-
nnatration,  Faberge  Faster
Fpgs. 5.P. Library, 10-11 am,
Free! :

get and

udget

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education released a “*budget
bulletin’’ this week, headlined with an indication that school taxes are
going down $500.000. The budget bulletin includes comment from
Superintendent Dr. Reigh Carpenter noting his pleasure over the

$500.000 reduction in property tax levies, and a statement from Board

President Darrell Brownawell that the budget reflects absolute neces-

sary costis.

Residents received another
budget bulletin during the same
week — from Mayor Anne B.
Waodjenski of Scotch Plains. In
her budget bulletin, Mayor
Wodjenski addressed herself
not only to the Scotch Plains
municipal budget. but to the
1977-78 school budget as well —
a move which has drawn com-
ment, both pro and con.

Wodjenski. in her Mayor’s
message in the Scotch Plains
flyer. emphasizes that “'in spite
of an actual 10 percent decline
in pupil enrollment since 1974
and an projected ecnrollment
decline of 25 percent by 1980,
the school budget is up by over
$1.19068.000, or 7.8 percent. “If
school beidget inereases of over
one million doilars arc per-
mitted by the taxpayers, only

Girls’ Sports

the very wealthy will be able to
withstand the tax impact. When
one also considers that in total
the school and county levy 933
percent more taxes than the
township. it becomes apparent
that the taxpavers must voice
their objcetions and concerns to
the appropriate clected officials
now. and again at the polls on
March 22, 1977.7
Hdk
Sece excerpts from statements of
mavoer uand superintendent in
next week's puper.
Ak
Wodjenski's message repre-
sents the first time a Mayvor has
officially taken a written posi-
tion. within a ownship release,
on the subject of school bud-
octs. dithongh in recent years,
Continued On Page 27

Today...

any Choices, Rewards
H I 4 " - i
“I'm involved in a sport every day, from before school opens in
September until June. with no davs off between seasons.™ said Tonia
Dillon. Class of 1978, Scoteh Plains-Fanwoond High.
** Basketball takes alot of my time, but I rezlly like competition. On
the court. we learn respect for each other, working together, getting

o know a coach heuer.™
Plains-Funwaood High.

Robin Nicholson. Class of 1977,

Scotch

“On a varsity team, vou realls learn to win and lose. | otien wish

feels when vou really work hard and win — and when vou lose, you

know winning isn’t the only thing in the world.”™ Muargee Disalvi,
Class of 1978, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High.

ON

words  of

ROBIN NICHOLS!
These  are the
modern athletes — the girls of
1977, There wus a time, so fami-
liar to mothers  to today's
daughters, when the
CGirls Sports”

term
mayhbe
ane girls” high schouol basketball
team  Buack through the years,
the options were few. A girl

meant

_could be awheerleader, it she

werge lucky: or mavbe she could

play intramural basketball or
wait around the gym door for
boy athletes. Today. however,
the odds are just as likely tha
vou might spot a boy earrving
the athletic bag or waiting at the
gym door for one of today’s
voung female athletes, Thev've
come a long way, baby, the girls
of 1977, They're invalved in-
tensely in their own sports pro-
grams, and the scope of girly’
sports grows daily. limited only

Continued On Page 24
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