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School 1 To
Be$300,uU0 Short

If you find that the family pocketbook simply won't stretch far
enough this year, you are not alone. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district, is scrambling as hard as the? average hreadwinner
to find the loopholes to offset a reduction of $300,000 or there-
abouts in spendable monies for school operations during the cur-
rent school year, Board president Richard M. Bard reported this
week that the "shortfall11 should run anywhere from $325,000 to
$375,000. This is over and above the $820,000 in budget cuts agreed
upon by the governing bodies and the Board of Education last

May
Why ihe unexpected gap? Hard

cited 5180,000 less in state aid
than had been anticipated when
plans were made for the 1975-76
budget. This pullback in state
aid Is being felt in districts thr-
oughout New Jersey, but is par-
ticularly difficult in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Hard said, due
to the absence of any surplus
which could be applied to offset
the decrease in state aid, Many
districts have turned ro their sur -
plus account, he said, but in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the surplus
going into this school year was
only $8,000. Why? Bard said
previous boards spent any sur -
plus accumulated at the end of
a fiscal year.

Over and above the $180,000
less in aid, is another $38,000
in what is called "building aid"
which tne board had anticipated
and is not receiving. There has
always been a formula used by the
state in determing what is paid
a district toward paying off its
building indebtedness, and that
area is a part of the monies
withdrawn on the state level.

The remaining areas are more
familiar totho householdpr. "Ut-
il i t ies" is the name of the prob-
lem, Fuel has skyrocketed, way
above the anticipated increases
established at budget building
time. Electrical increases are
soaring way beyond any antici-
pations, and telephone bills are
playing a major role in the higher
costs, Bard noted. Commercial
telephones now have gone to mes-
sage unit billing as of Septem-
ber 29th, After the first 75
message units, the district pays
6-1 /2 cents for each additional
unit. When one is paying the
bills for a multi-million dollar
operation such as the local school
district, this new basis for billing
tends to double telephone bills.
Hard finished off the tale of
woe with a reference to extreme
increases in legal bills. "Let 's
face it, we had not anticipated
legal bills to be as high as they
are . The reason is that there is
ever more legal involvement,
people are suing us more ," he
said.

Next question. Where will the
district get the difference

Spooks, Ghosts, And
Goblins. Another Gala
Hallowe'en Coming

Make way, folks? Here comes that super-gala parade of midget
people, all dolled up in their great Halloween creations! You can
just betcha that there will be dozens nf appliance boxes put to good
use once again this year, as Fanwood people pull off that creative
effort which always results in award-winning Halloween creations.
We have i: on good authority that this will be the year of the bicen-
tennial costume, and its a bei that fife-and-drummers and Betsy
Rosses and red-white-and blue will figure heavily amidst the orange
and black for Halloween, 1975,

Halloween mgnt is tnetngaate.
Fanwood youngsters will gather
at the Fanwnod Memorial
Library tomorrow (Friday) night
at 6;45 p.m. At 7, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Mirch-
Ing Hand will sound a marching
beat and off they'll go, the youth
of Fanwood, gaily across Mar-
tine, up Marian, and into La Grande
Park, where they will circle
round the park in age brackets
for n costume judging.

First pre-schoal and kinder-
garten, ihc-n first through third
grade, then fourth ihrnuph sixth
grade svill be judged, with winners
for- Prettiest, Spunkiest, Most
Original and I-'unniyst, The win-
ners will form? up mi si a [:,(.• to
dip iiiui a yam black
i - a i ik ln i i i ' ' f i l l ed with L-I

thnse svlio'd rruhei' try a
hand

IK.-

a jaek-O-Uinicrn, tin.-re-
prize-I fur Lhusc- , ton!

Scotch Plains Sets
Expenditure Program
Five-Year Capital

it needs? Bard had already
contacted state officials to ques-
tion whether a referendum could
be undertaken to seek voter ap-
proval of an additional sum in
taxes to offset the difference. Me
was told this move could be made
. . . but it was advised that
it might be a poor move, since
the referendum would probably
go down, and then the district
would be no further ahead.

Board members had a meeting
planned with Scotch Plains town-
ship officials for Tuesday night
to discuss other matters, and
Bard said it was conceivable
that the question of governmental
funding could be raised,

Of course, cutbacks is the u l -
timate alternative Bard said. The
Superintendent of Schools Reign
Carpenter, wh has already had
to decide where to trim some of
the funds lost in previous cuts,
has been asked to recommend
additional areas . His ideas will
be considered by the board,

The Board will also focus on
what Hard termed its "tangible
assets ," School One could be
sold ( a move already in the ini-
tial stages), other excess school
properties which Hard did not
name specifically, could be d i s -
posed of for Income, "There 's
not much more we can cut," the
Board President said, "We have
already cut books and supplies to
the bone. In our previous cuts,
while we have cut staff, we have
not cut staff at the classroom
level. We feel we have not affec-
ted the students too much so far.
Supplies , equipment and replace-
ment of old equipment has a l -
ready been hacked at. It is d i s -
turbing to think we may have to
go to staff," he concluded.

I ' femesi , hpunkie-.!, MH«I O r -

iginal and Hunmesi pumpkins will

brin," pri. 'f. Ui rtie."ii- -. r t ' innrs.

Iain;, pumpkins to l.aOrande

park between 4 and 6 p.m. for
arrangement uu uie juagmg ta-
ble.

To finish the evening, there
will be a M/stery 7'elephone
award. Kids are invited to fill
out forms they've received at
school (extra blanks available at
the library or at the park on
Halloween night). Theydrop their
fin tns in a special box on stage at
the park, anddurlngthe half-hour'1

AFTER the festivities are over,
a few phonu calls will be made
to names drawn. If lucky win-
ners are at home to answer in
person, a "very worthwhile" pri/.e
will hf delivered anon after, riehr
to rliuir dour, by Recreation Com-
mission officials. (M'ims, nur
M.stuTy ri?kvhuiiL I'imit'si lS ' l e -
Hî iiL-d en keep kids uff ihe su'eei-i
after dark! i

I in" Uii.1 L ' - . l u i i M e d p a r e n t s wii,i

have survived ll,Ulc>ween ami U r

I hi,' band anf fur a l l t h u s e Uiit\i"

tin1 IU-IM iMUiui

s u l l p r o v i d e ••idt.r,

ami ilomiLs a s a fo l l i iw-up!

First Alarm

84 Years Ago

This Month
A fire alarm svas given in Fan-

wood on Tuesday, Oft. 20, IS'H,
at 7;40 p.m. Members who ans -
wered call Messrs . II. I1, Robin-
son, Smith, Gardner, Downer,
Glbbs, Warren, \ndurson, II,
Robinson, W.K, pentz, VV.R,
Pent/., :•", querean, 11, Querean.
L, I'u/o, P, Tu/.o. Kyte, Rich-
afdsiin, and Lawrence,

Mr. Chas, Richardson house
was totally destroyed but Through
the efforts of Company Mr. W.K.
Pentz house was saved, Com-
pany was well guided by its nsst.
foreman H,P, Rubinson,

Members who were not ex-
cused by toreman and did not
answer rull cull after fire was
out were fviossrs, Anderson,
GiLbs, Warren, Pent/,,

Major Portion Of Funds

Allocated For Flood Control
The Scotch Plains Township Council outlined a $3,662,500 pro-

gram of capital Improvements to he undertaken by the commun-
ity over a six-year span, from the current year through 1980.

If governmental officials ad-
here to the program they ap-
proved in resolution form last
week, the heaviest burdens from
capital expenditures will come
in the year 1976, when Scotch
Plains tackles major storm im-
provement projects involving the
Cedar Brook, During that year,
the township anticipates an ex-
penditure of $1,143,000 for capi-
tal improvements, with $900,U00
earmarked for the Cedar Brook,
and an additional $30,000 for r e -
lated detention basin engineering
services. The $900,000, it is
expected, will represent one-
half of the total cost of an ela-
borate dual detention basin pro-
ject designed to relieve flooding
occasioned by the overflow and
backup of the Cedar Brook. The
other half of the Cedar Brook p ro-
ject, which would be undertaken
simultaneously in Scotch Plains
and in Plalnfield, would be picked
up by the county.

As civic officials see it now,
total capital improvements for
the current year should run $269,
600, In future years, the e s -
timated figures are: $1,143,000
in 1976, $955,000 In 1977; $455,
000 in 1978: $405,000 in 1979;
5434,900 in i980.

The preparation of a Capital
budget is a state-mandated for-
mality, Each year, municipal of-
ficials must prepare a plan for an-
ticipated capital expenditures for
the six years ahead and must sub-
mit same to Trenton, The action is
by resolution, not by ordinance,
and is not binding in any way.
Officials may change priorities
from year to year, including new,
eliminating old capital projects as
they see fit.

The bulk of the capital im-
provements, $3,374,900 of the
$3,662,500 six-year total, will go
toward engineering projects. The
remaining funds will bo shared by
Public Property, Fire Depart-
ment, Police Department, Scotch
Hills, the Recreation Commis-
sion, Environmental Action, and
flooding.

Under enginoeriiiji, storm
sewers represent i sizeable
chunk iif dollars , This year,
no storm sewer prri|eets will
be undertaken. NCXL year, $^(1,
000 will lie spent, S7<),DOO on Rail-
way Road, 1?2l),()(IU in Kli/aheih
Avenue, I'hen, in I-'77, a m:'--
.liir storm sewer expenditure will
hi- made, with $7l)l),iHl(l dedica-
ted inward SL-v/crinj1 111>.- ea-:t
branch nf Lhe (iieeii I {rank. Olh-
v ) l-)77 Hiirm sewer areas m~
elude Sliackaina %or. l lr iu-,
Clark 's I ,ane, am! di-iper Si r ee r -
H.-ailiL-r Lane,, nunr.i ' llu- Inf-

lowing three years, a scattering
of Scotch Plains streets will be
sewered.

Stream improvement U; the
other big area for capital spend-
ing in Scotch Plains, The Ce -
dar Brook detention basin figures
heavily here, with $955,000 of a
$1,080,000 six-year total for that
improvement,

Sanitary sewers will cost
Scotch Plains $235,000 in years
ahead, with the northside of Route
22 and Rahway Road Bonus Hill
Drive area to be sewered, and
the Essex Road Pumping Sta-
tion to be eliminated, at a cost
of $70,000 in 1975.

The township plans to pave
Forepaugh Avenue / Weaver
Street, Raritan Road from Rah-
way to Terrl l l , West Broad from
Martlne to Lamberts Mill, and
rights of way in West Broad and
the park Avenue Ramp, to the
tune of $700,900 over six years.
•'Curbs will cost a total of $80,
000, and sidewalks will be ad-
ded at several locations, includ-
ing Cooper Street, for $90,000,
over a six-year

Projects not relating to en-
gineering are expected to cost
the township a total of $287,600
from 1975 through 1980. Vari-
ous items of road and mainten-
ance equipment will be purchased
for Public Property, with expen-
ditures of $96,100, Replacement
of fire equipment will cost about
$15,000, with police department
equipment replacernenrs .set at
the same figure. Scotch Hills
Country Club will receive $7,200
in renovations this year, and rec -
reational Improvements have
been set at $85,000 - with $60,
000 of that $85,000 earmarked
for 1976, when it is expected
that the township with match
Green Acres funds with township
funds for const ructiun of ad-
ditional tennis courts and othur
improvements at Kramer Manor
Park.

Under Hnvirnnmentul Action,
the six-ytMr plan shows a figure
of $50,000 to be spent from lli7C
through L9"9 on a conservation
center, Tn complete the list,
special i/,td flood control p ro-

jects a re expecLeu in ^ n.-,( hi. uttii

Plains 'jl1!,.1(1(1, wiih monies u>

be spent in Mamimi U'.tv, Hvrd

Avenue and Mnrv_> Avenue.


