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Be $300,000 Short

If you find that the family pocketbook simply won't strerch far

gnough this year, you are not alene,

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

school district is scrambling as hard as the average breadwinner
to find the loopholes to offset a reduction of $300,000 or there-
abouts in spendable monies for school operations during the cur=

rent school year.

Board President Richard M, Rard reported this

week that the “‘shortfail’” should run anywhere from $325,000 to
$375,000. This is aver and above the $820,000 in budgert cuts agreed
upon by the governing bodies and the Board of Education last

May

Why the unexpected gap? Hard
cited 3180,000 less in state ad
than had bheen anticipated when
plans were made for the 1975-76
budget. ‘This pullback in state
aid is being felt in districts thr=-
oughout New Jjersey, bur is par-
ticularly  difficult  in Scotch
Plains=-Fanwood, Bard said, due
to the absence of any surplus
which could be applied to offset
the decrease in state aid. Many
districts have turned ratheir sur-
plus account, he said, but in Scotch
Plains~Fanwood, the surplus
going into this school year was
only %5§,000. Why? Bard said
previous boards spent any sur=
plus accurmulated at the end of
a fiscal year,

Over and above the $180,000
less in aid, is another $38,000
in what is called **building aid'’
which tne board bhad anticipated
and is not receiving. There has
aiways been a formula used bythe
state in determing what is paid
a district toward paying off its
building indebredness, and that
area is a part of the monies
withdrawn on the state level.

‘The remaining areas are more
familiar tothe householder. *Ut-
ilities’* is the name of the prob-
lem. [uel has skyracketed, way
above the anticipared increases
established at budget building
time. Klectrical increases are
soaring way beyond any antici=-
pations, and telephone bills are
playing a major role in the higher
costs, Bard noted, Commercial
telephones now have goneto mes~
sage unit billing as of Septem-
ber 29th., Afrer the first 75
message units, the district pays
6=1/2 cents for each addirtional
unit, When one is paying the
bills for a multi=million dollar
operation such as the local school
districe, this new basis forbilling
tends to double telephone bills.
Hard finished off the tale of
woe with a reference o extreme
increases in legal bills. *Let's
face it, we had aot anticipated
legal bills to be as high as they
are, The reason is that there is
ever more legal inveolvement,
people are suing us more,’* he
said.

Next question.
district get

Where will the
the difference

Spooks, Ghosts, And
Goblins. Another (%ala

Hallowe’en Coming

Make way, folks?

Here comes that super-gala parade of midget

people, all dolled up in their grear Halloween creations! You can
just betcha rhat there will be dozens of appliance boxes put to good
use onnce again this year, as Fanwood people pull off that creative
effort which always resulis in award-winning Halloween creations.
We have ir an good authority that this will be the year of the bicen-
tennial costume, and irs a bet that fife-and-drummers and Betsy
Rosses and red=white-and blue will figure heavily amidst the orunge

and black for

tHatloween mignt 15 the higdate.,
Fanwood youngsters will gather
at  the Fanwood Memorial
Library tomorrow (Friday) night
at 6:45 p.m. At 7, the Scotch
Plains=Fanwood Raider March=
ing 3and will sound a marching
beat and off they'll go, the youth
of Fanwonod, gaily across Mar-
tine, vpMarian, and into LaGrande
Park, where they will circle
round the park in age brackets
for a costume judging.

tialloween, 1975,

First pre=school and kinder=
garten, then first through third
grade, then fourth through sixth
grade will be judged, with winners
for Pretrie=r, Sponkic=t, NMost
Orijginal und [Funniest, The win=
ners will up on stape to
cdip nto o giant black *“witches
cauldron'” Tilled wirh coms,

[ elasia

Fae those who'd rather try a
hand at a Jack=O=lantern, theree
will he prizes for thoss , oo
Prothest,  Spookie-t, NMost (Ore
tyinal and Funniest pumpkins wall
{arrye L therr

to

Prie Lreialors,

Jirine  pumpkins LaGrande

park between 4 and 6 p.m. for
arrangement ou we JUaging ta-
ble.

To finish the evening, there
will be a M stery Telephone
award. Kids arec invited to fill
out forms they've received at
school (extra blanks available at
the library or at the park on
Halloween night). Theydroprtheir
furms in a special boxonstageat
the park, andduringthe half=hou*
AFTER the festivities are over,
a few phone calls will be made
ty names drawn, M lucky win=
ners are at home to answer in
person, a "veryworthwhile” prize
will he delivered soon after, riehr
to then doos, by Recveuation Com-
migsion ofheials, (Moms, our
M, stery Tele shone vontestisde-
sipned to keop kids off the sureets
after darkls

For the csausred parents wins
have suevived tlalloween and for
the hand anf for all those cooor
The
Comims<ten will provide cadee,
catlee and danuts as a follow=up!

partivipants, Hessreation

Scotch Plains Sets
xpenditure Program

Five-Year Capital

it needs? Hard had already
contacted state officials to aues-
tion whether a referendum could
he undertaken to seek voter ap=
proval of an addirional sum in
taxes Lo offset the difference, e
was told this move could be made
but it was advised that
it might be a poor move, since
the referendum would probably
go down, and then the district
would be no further ahead.

Hoard members had a meeting
planned with Scotch Plains town=
ship officials for Tuesday night
to discuss other marters, and
Bard said it was conceivable
that the question of governmental
funding could be raized.

Of course, cutbacks is the ul=
rimate alternative Bard said. The
Superintendent of Schools Reigh
Carpenter, wh: has already had
to decide where to trim some of
the funds lost in previous cuts,
has been asked to recommend
additional areas. His ideas will
be considered hy the board.

The Board will also focus on
what Bard termed its *‘tangible
assets.’” School One could be
sold ( a move already in the ini-
rial srages), other excess school
properties which Bard did not
name specifically, could be dis-
posed of for income, *“There's
not much more we can cut,'' the
Board President said. **We have
already cut books and supplies to
the bone, In our previous cuts,
while we have cur staff, we have
not cut staff at the classroom
level. We feel we havenotaffec-
ted the students too much 5o far.
Supplies, equipment and replace=
ment of old equipment has al-
ready been hacked at. It is dis-
turbing to think we may have to
fo to staff,”” he concluded.

First Alarm
84 Years Ago
This Month

A fire alarm was givenin Fan-
waod on Tuesday, Qct. 20, 1891,
at 7:40 p.m. Members who ans-
wered call Messrs, L 2. Rebin-
gon, Smith, Gardner, Downer,
Gibbs, Warren, Anderszon, [,
Ronhinsan, Wi, Penty,  W.R,
Pentz, 17, Querean, 1, Querean,
.. Tuzo, ', Tuso, Kyre, Rich-
arfdson, and Lawrence,

Mr. Chas, Richardson house
was totally destroyed butrhrough
the efforts of Company Mr. W, L5,
Pentz house was saved, Core-
pany was well quided by irs asst,
foreman H,P, Robinson,

Moembers  who were not ex-—
cused by tureman and did not
answer roll call afrer five was
ol were No=3rs,
Giths, Warren, Dent/.

Andor=on,

Major Portion Of Funds
Allocated For Flood Contro!

The Scotch Plains Township Council outlined a £3,662,500 pro-
gram of capital improvements to be undertaken by the commun-
ity over a six-year span, from the current year through 1980,

If governmental officials ad-
here tn the program tlhey ap-
proved in resolution form last
week, the heaviest burdens from
capital expenditures will come
in rthe year 1976, when Scorch
Plains tackles major storm im-
provement projects involving the
Cedar Brook. During that year,
the township anticipates an ex-
penditure of $1,143,000 for capi-
tal improvements, with $900,000
earmarked for the Cedar Brook,
and an additional $30,000 for re=
lared detention basin engineering
services, The $%$900,000, it is
expacted, will represent onc-
half of the toral cost of an ela-
borate dual detention basin pro=-
ject designed to relieve flooding
occasioned by the overflow and
backup of the Cedar Brook. The
other half of the Cedar Brook pro-
ject, which would be undertaken
simultaneously in Scotch Plains
and in Plainfield, would be picked
up by the county.

As civic officials see it now,
total capital improvements for
the current year shouldrun $269,
600. In furure years. the es=-
timated figures are: $1,143,000
in 1976, $95:,000 in 1977; $455,
000 in 1978; %405,000 in 1979;
$434,900 in 1980.

The preparation of a Capital
budget is a state-mandated for-
mality, Each year, municipal of-
ficials must preparea planforan-
ticipated capital expenditures for
the six years ahead and must sub=-
mit sameto Trenton. The actionis
by reselution, not by ordinance,
and is not binding in any wav.
Officials may change priorities
from year to vear, including new,
eliminating old capital projectsas
they see fir,

The bulk of the capital im-
provemenrs, $3,374,900 of the
$3,662,500 six~year total, will go
toward engineering projects, The
remaining funds willbe shared by
Public Property, Fire Depart=
ment, Police Department, Scotch
Hills, the Recreation Commis-
sion, Environmental Action, and
floeding,

| Inder
sewers

storm
1 osiveable
Thns vear,

ENgineering,
represent
chunk of dollars,
no  Storm  sewer proecrs will
be undertaken. New vear, 390,
000 wil) be spent, 570,000 on Rah=
wiy Hoad, $20,000 1 Fhizabeth
Avemte,  Then, in 1977, 4 o=
Jor storm sewer expendive will
he made, with $700,000 dedica=
ted  1oward the et
Lranch of the G een Brook, Oth=

SOVICrInY

vt THT77 stomm o sewWer dpreas Jns
clude

Sterekirmi san Pirpve,

clark's Pane, and Coopor S rosh =
Hlother

Lane, Ty the 1=

lowing three years, a scattering
of Scotch Plains sireets will be
sewered.

Stream  improvement s the
other big area for capital spend-
ing in Scotch Plains, The Ce =
dar Brook detentionbasinfigures
heavily here, with $955,000 of a
$1,080,000 six-year total forchat
improvement,

Sanitary sewers  will
Scotch Plains $235,000 in years
ahead, with the northside of Route
22 and Rahway Road Bonus Hill
Drive area to be sewered, and
the [Lssex Road Pumping Sta-
tion Lo be climinated, at a cost
of $70,000 in 1975,

The rtownship plans to pave
Forepaugh Avenue / Weaver
Streer, Raritan Road from Rah-
way to Terrill, West Broad from
Martine to Lamberts Mill, and
rights of way in West Hroad and
the Park Avenue Hamp, to the
tune of $700,900 over six years.
*Curbs will cost a total of $80,
000, and sidewalks will be ad=
ded at several locations, includ-
ing Cooper Street, for $90,000,
over a six-year span.

Projects no! relating [o en=~
gineering are expected to cost
the township a total of $287,600
from 1975 through 1980, vari-
ous items of road and mainten-
ance equipment will be purchased
for Public Property, with expen-
ditures of 596,100, Replacememnt
of fire equipment will cost ahout
$15,000, with police deparrment
equipment replacements set at
the same figure., Scotch Hills
Country Club will receive 57,200
in renovations this year, and rec=
reational  improvements have
been set at $85,000 - with $60,
000 of that $85,00C earmarked
for 1976, when it is cxpecred
that the township with match
Green Acres funds with township
funds for construction of ad-
ditional tennis courts and other
improvements ar kKramer AManor
Park,

linder Environmental Action,
the six-year plan shows a higure
of $50,000 to be spent from 1976
through
venlel,.

1979 on a conscrvation
To complete the list,
specialized  flood

control pros~

Jeuts are expecica 1o L oai o otvh
Plains  $14,300, with monie= (o
be spenr in Alamteu Way, Hved
Avenue and Norse »
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