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lydrant Painters

Offered Choice Of

Heroes And Locations

Do rou think jou have an idea of cxactly what Fliakim Littell.

Cuptain of the Jersey Blues. looked like in his Revolutionary garb?
Have you a mental picture of Aunt Betsy Frazee. reluctantly

discussing the giving of her freshly bahed bread to British soldiers?
It you do have a fuvorite, you may wish Lo get on line for the painting
of a fire hydrant in the form of a Revolutionary figure. The: Scotch
Plains Bicentennial Committee, following closely upon the heels of

Fanwood’s  successful

fire-plug painting project,

has announced

< similar undertaking for the hydrants of Scoteh Plains,

Inn Scoteh Plains, hydrant-pain-
ters arc asked to consider em-
phasizing the painting of people
wha figured prominently in local
Revolutionary history - in con-
trast to Fanwood, where nation=
ally famous heroes and heroines,
such uas  lietsy  Ross. George
Washington, ete. have been fush-
ioned from fire plugs. Fanwood
already has Aunt Betsy Frazee
of Scoteh Plains fame. but the
suggested list from Scoteh Plains
goes much further in delving into
the history of the immediate sur~
roundings for appropriate people
to be created on the fireplugs.

The Scotch Plains Bicenten-
nialisis have not only issuedalist
of people who figured prominen-
tly in the Scotch Plains area
Revolution . . . . they have also
included appropriate sites. For
instance, William Platt, Captain
of the IFirst Regiment of New Jer-
sey and an aide to Washington,
lived at 1805 Front Strect . . .
s0 a f[ireplug in that vicinity
would make the very best William
Platt, Similarly, William Max-
well, a General, was located at
an encampment site at Park and
Front for six weeks, so the
Maxwell plug might also be loca-
ted in this vicinity. There
are supgpested spots  in many

other arcas of Scoteh Plains for
anxious artists.

Heather Markowitz has been
numed Chairman of the Plug-
painting project. She is joined
by Huarry Messemer, Fire Chief,
and by Mike Venezia. the manwho
started it all, with the introduction
of patterns to the Fanwood Bicen-
tennial Commiltee. Veneziaowns
Venezia Hardware on Terrill
Road, and beecame aware of the
patterns through one of his paint
lines.

Hydrants in Scoteh Plains will |
be painted on a ‘‘first come’
hasis, and applicants are reques-
ted to specify the hydrant they
wish to paint at the time they re-
ceive kits from Venezia Hard-
ware, 511 Terrill Road, Scolch
Plains. Puainters are reminded
to obtain home owner’s permis-=
sion before painting a hydrant
which is not
their own homes.

Venezia points outl thateven-
ings will be gelting tou damp 0
paint. e estimates about a
six~week period left before cold
weather forces discontinuance.
Therefore. prompt use and return
of kits is a MUST,

There will be a4 minimum do-
nation of %3 for each hydrant pain-
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Citizens Debate Need
For Tennis Courts

Plans

The Scoteh Plains Township
Council is debating the merits of
a move to downgrade the status
of the township Board of Health
from an dutonomous Board to an
advisory committee. Board of
Health members received let-
ters from Municipal Manager
James ], Hauser, Jr.last weak-
end, alerting them to the discus=
s1ons tuking place,

Under ifs cu-rént fatus us 4
Board, ther: are three 2mploy-
ez25:  a parvi=time hzalth officer,
a part=tims plumbing 1nspestor,
and 2 full-=timz samrarian. The
hzalth officer i= joscph Murtlev.
In addirion to hie part=ime du-
ties for scotch Plams, Mottley
15 alue full=time j=alth ofizer
for Weastfield, The dual role
has occasionad considerable ques=-
tion recently, since Scotch Flains
and  Westfield are at i
end- o the pole in 4
versy over the Westficld Consze-
vation Cent:r, a vecycling ar
Lambart's Mill Road in West-
field, abutting Scotch Plains
neighborhoods. There are many
who question a povsible conflict
of interast situation for pottley,
repre=anting as he dous the two
Jommunit in the dispute.

scotch Plans is 2,007 people
short of the minimum 235,000 in
population necessacy to qualify
for stare aidfor a full=time hzalth
officer. Howaver, combining with
another community might make
it possible to obrain such assis=
tance,

Amaong the oppenents of autono=
mous status for the health body is
Councilwoman  Ana  Wodjenski,
linison to the Beoard of Health.
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She says the -esult is confus=
ien, lack of communicarion and

inzfficiency. she favors a down=
grading, which would make the
bedy advisery, with the rownship
manager then empowered to make
decisions and hire parsosnel.

Such a3 move could zome about
through an ordinance and a vote
at Council level. No official
move in that direction has yet
been made.

ted, and painters may decorate
only the hydrant assigned tothem.
The painters may choose their
own heroes or heroines, with a
request from the Committee to
try to honor local heroes first.
Venezin is to be informed of
the choice, and cach hydrant will
be appropriately lettered with
the name chosen, with lettering
of names to be done by the Art
Committee following completion.

When a hydrant is completed,
the paint kits are to be returned
to Venezia's Ilardware, with ac-
companying information onwhich
hydrant is completed and ready
for letlering.

The sets of painls are not to
he lent or borrowed, Those in-
terested areasked o phone Vene-
zia, 322-58133, to resorve.
IDEAS;

Number And Location Of
Additional Courts Studied

Does Scoteh Pluins need more tennis courts?

If 50, is kramer

Manor Park the most desirable location? 1fnot Kramer Manor, then
where? 5Scotch Plains residents debated the pros and cons during a
lengthy public hearing, scheduled by the 5cotch Plains Hecreation

Commission on Monday night.
The Commission has under
consideration a plan for submit-
ting application to Green Acres
for one-half the costs of four
more courts. tentatively at Kra-
mer Manor. In addition, con-
sideration will be given to in-
cluding court lighting and prac-
tice bachboards in the applica-
tion, Previous Green Acres bond
issues provided matcehing funds
for acquisition of property. but
the maost recent issue also per-
mils grants for developmrnt of
existing recreationul land arcas,
The plan, as outlined by Rich-
ard Marks, BSupervisor of teere-
atlon in scoteh Plains, would be
to huild four more couarts, abut-
ting and to the nerth of the four

whieh already exist at Kramer
Manor Park. The practice wall
would be constructed hehind the

eight courts. in the eastern por-
tion of the seven-~acre park.

Close to 100 people were on
hand to discuss the issue. Am-
ong them were tennis enthusiasts
in ample number.  The tennis
playvers and many other citizens
concurred that more courts would
definitely be utilized.  Players
told of the frustrations of ar-
riving home around 6 p.m. al
night and driving from Kramer
Manor courts to those at Green
Forest Park, to those at Brook-
side , atlempting to find an av-
ailable court for an hour’s play.

Players pointed out the prob-
lems associated with the current
tennis “‘hoom.’””  Children ave
taking up the gume in record
numbers, according to  AMrs.
Grace Bischoff, who was in-
=trumental in obtaining over 300
signatures requesting  more
courts in a petition she submit-
ted to the Township Council last
spring. she said enrollment in
Recreation Commission
sored clinics has jumped 90 per-
cent in two years, and teams
are on the increase, including
both school teams and Recreation
teams.

Mrs., Jan Solondz, who runs
an annual youth tennis tourna-
ment, said she had 70 entries
for tournament play this year
and had to scramble around for
courts.

The increase inpopularity cre-
ated a  condition whereby
one resident went to the courts
three times last weekend, and
despite going 40 minutes in ac-
vance in hopes of obtaining a
court, she was unsuccessful.

One resident pointed out the
incnme being derived from fcu-
nis enrollments - a fipure which
would increase with more courts.
Another noted the preponderance
of organized recreationfor ehild-
ren, citing needs for more adult
activilies.

While there was virtually no
argument aboul potential use for
more courts, there were debales
on other issues: is this where
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all developmental recreational
funds should go? ls Kramer the
appropriate location? Are lights
a4 necessity? What would be tne
environmental impact?

Lee Williums of Wuashington
Avenue, a resident of the hra-
mer Manor area, said he has four
sons, and they and most of the
children in the neighborhood do
not play tennis. They [uvor baxs-
hetball, They need more bashet-
ball stanchions, Williams suid,
Ie asked the Commission to [is
up Kramer Manor Parh soncigh-
horbooud children can bave fun
there,

Tatt Grayv. also of Washinglon
Mvenue, said. ol like teiinis,
hut you've gol the pzws in the
wrong chureh,”” Tennis courts
should be spread (o othes pachs
and areas of Scoten Plains, while
improvements shoutd be made W

hramer  Mator. e sugpested
bike trails as well as baskotl-

ball coaris.

Other residents of the Kramer
Muanor area also wrgned Tor bot-
ter recreational fucilities thece
for kids., At present there s
oo baskotball stanchjon in ithe
petohing lot. Marks said another
is planaed. ez mentioned thid
Aleainn School nearky also hus
play space. Lee Warren of Eve-
Iyn Street said ez and betier
defined parking areas a.oenceded
in the park, to get cars off the

streets, where they constituie
a threat to children,
Soveirul residenis of  Scoitch

Plains a-gued favorably for Kra-
mer Munor as the site for more
courts. Only one supervisor for
courts would be necessary il the
cight couris are located 4l ouc
spot. 1. was aotad, Forther-
more, people seeking court space
would be saved from skipping
around town looiting al varjous lo-
cations. If another site were o
be considered, William Mason of
Oxford B meer ned the pos-
sibility of the area behind the
southside firehouse on Raritan
Road.

About lights? A lightinz ex-
pert spoke on the mafrer. Ap-
propriate lighting would require
32 lamps on ning or ten poles,
He suid such lights can be ap-
propriately screenad, so that
they do not affect homes and so
that light spillage reaches only

Continued On Page 11

Paddle Tennis
Sessions Are
Available

The YMCA of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains is offering free
paddle-~tznnis sessions during
september,

Fo- a fres hoar=long trial,
and to arranze a free lesson,
telephone the pool building -
889-88%0.
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