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School One Will Go
On Block In October

Board Members In Dissent

Elderly School One, now boarded up and abandoned, will be
up for sale ne«:: O •tober. It's choice location on Park Avenue
in downtown Scotch Plains makes it the subject of conniderable
speculation regarding future use.

School Registration
Is Down In District

Tne kids of Scotch Plalns-FanwDod are still knee deop in summer
of '75, splashing abcui In pools, driving to the shore, scooping up
those last moments of sun and fun. Ths>lr days are most definitely
numbered, however. In fact, they're down to a single week. The
school doorj open for business next Wednesday, September 3-d.
The senior and junior high _ _ _ _ _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
schools will have first-day stag-
gered sessions, In accordance
with tiesvs releases elsawherd
in today's issue, . ^

This year, the IOLS, numSDr ot
s.-holars in the Scotch Plains -
FanwQod district will be down by
about 190 from 1974-75. Tht
losses will be felt primarily at
ths elementary level, however.
Tha high school will enroll the
largest class in its history —
with the total high school enroll-
ment up by 50 students.

With a budget trimmed by
5320,000 from that originally
proposed by the administration,
and trimmed once again by about
$275,000 less in anticipated scate
aid, the district svill operate at
a "status quo" level, with no
new programs initiated this year.
In fact, about 30 -curses have
been dropped from the hij'i
school curriculum, due to lack
o.* interest and/or anrollees.

The only r^sl change svill be a
modification at tha high school
level for incoming -sophomores,

Multi County Committee
Studies Flood Problems

Formation of a committee representing public bodies including
the park Commission, in Union, Somerset and Middlesex Counties
having an interest in the Green Brook sub-basin flood problem, and
the U. S, Army Corps of Engineers, has been requested by The
Union County Park Commission, which urged the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to take the action.

permitting a choice of four or
five days a week of math and
English.

i"nere have beer, ii' -.is-v
Ljachers hired to fill teaching
slots this year. Philip Geiger,
Assistant io the Superintendent,
and Director of Personnel,
thought he had all the vacancies
filled. However, he returned
Monday !Vom a week's vacation
to find three resignations on his
desk. Geiger said there svill be
no problem filling these three
additional slots, sinvw he had
conducted extensive interviews
for the positions which had ex-
isted and had found a prolifera-
tion of candidates with excellent
credentials. He will be able to
draw from his filss to fill the
three nesv vacancies,
basis for this year, who had
oaen engaged late in the 1974-75
school year.

In addition to the 22 teachers
hired naw, ther-: were also five
people hired on a permanant

The purpose, according to a
resolution adopted by the park
Commission, is to coordinate and
expedite studies of an acceptable
plan of flood control in the Green
Brook sub-basin.

The Park Commission noted
tha: it Is the body politic whose
premises, the Watchung Re=er-
cation, are afiscted by proposed
flosd water detention facilities.
The Commission also noted that
it has already expedited the pro-
ject purpose by obtaining the
firs; phase of a comprehfM-ive
hydrologic and envirL,<nm-in:al en-
gineering study by Msicaif i,
Eddy, Inc., engineers and
planners, "o evaluate :hs conse-
quences of possible JSe of ars i s
of the Wacchung Reservation for
flood water dsientio.;. The Com-

On Sale Plans - Opinions
Vary On Future Use Of Site

If owning an old brick schoolhouse is your bag, you might realize
a lifetime dream come October, when elderly School One on Park
Avenue! svill bs on the block. The Board of Education hasn't been
using the school since the new School One opened for business
last year. Hosvever, the administration and the Board have hold
off on offering it for sale, asvaitlng a more favorable real estate
market. Apparently, the market Is enough improved to justify a
public salt,'. The biard motion, approved on a split vote, calls for
a determination of a minimum acceptable price prior to the
public sale, — • — — — — ~

- "which has historic and archl-

mission has offersd to makt
available the information, data
and findings of the Matcalf U
Eddy study to all public bodies
concerned with the Green Brook
problem.

The Park Commission on De-
cember 17, 1974 gave i:s pre-
limi-.ary approval to ths basic
concept of ihe flood water de-
tention facilities as presented jy
tha U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

An engineering report to the
Commission on August 18th in-
dicated that construction of
bridges and dams in Echo Like
Park should be substantially
completed by the Labor Day
.veekend.

The number of new teachers is
•iown considerably from last
y.sar, Geiger noted. Last year,
51 new teachers began the school
year in5ep;:i>nbs>", Tne reduction
is due to the dearth of teaching
positions, which encourages ex-
perienced teachers to remain
where they are rather than to
attempt to find • new jobs
elsewhere.

The only ne%v teazling slot
will h i one Special Education
clasH, authorized by the Board
of Education last weak,

Geiger said it is likely he'll "
have to hire about 15 to 20 more
teachers in the course of the
school year. There have been
almost as many resignations as
in years past, Geiger noted, but
not as many replacements and /or
new teachers. Ha c:ited ths fact
that there had already been eight
elementary teachers eliminated
before the budget vote, due to
declining enrollments. About
11 or 13 nther positions at the
secondary level haven't been
fills!, G-siger said, indicating
elimination of these slots.

The district is making a con-
certed effort to retain the
teachers who are good. Thsr i
i i ilso effort underway to employ
as many minority teachers as
possible. Geigar said four of
the 22 new teachers ars minority
candidates, Tnis represents
close to 25 percent of the new
teaching staff. Heretofore, there
had been only 12 black tna.jhers
svithin the entire district, so the
new policies represent great
strides f or wa •.•-.! in this area,
Gilger said,
- Staff orientation meetings were
slated for yesterday, Wednesday,
August 27, Ovs'1 •r\e Labor
Day weekend, Superintendent
Rslgh Carpenter plans to tour
the schools wi;h the Board of
Education membs.'s.

All building cleaning and miin-
lenance work has been computed.
It has been a -jutine summer as
far as building maintenance goes,
Geiger said, sin.-e there has not
been any .:onstruction underway
uver the summer months.

In Today1* TIMiS

FALL FASHIONS
Begin On Page 8

Not all board members agree
that the building should be sold
in this manner, Vincent Shanni,
Frank Festa, and Philip Labasi
voted against the sale. Shanni
wanLs a specific financial plan
for the improvements to be ef-
fected with funds realized from
the sale, Tne school is an asset
belonging to the taxpayers, Shanni
said, and therefore the board
should act in a businesslike man-
ner in arranging the sale, "This
Is a sham with what's gone on in
the economy," Shanni said.

Board president Richard Bard
reminded the board members that
two different votes, by different
boards, had been ta^en to dedi-
cate monies received from the
sale of School One toward im-
provements at Park junior High,
Mrs, Robbie Mason, another
board member. Indicated she had
always understood these im-
provements svould Include reno-
vation of the auditorium, nesv
lockers, and other enhancements,
Mrs. Mason disagreed with the
approach favored by Shanni -»
that of setting priorities before
sale, She suggested seeing hosv
much is realized from the sale,
nhen setting priorities forspend-
ing that amount, "The longer
we wait, the longer we run a risk
I'd like to see somebody else
own that abandoned building,"
Mrs, Mason said.

The building attracts attention
and comment from time to time,
for its status as an antiquity and
for its location, desirably set in
the center of tosvn, Frym time
to time, one hears someone com-
ment that it would make an at-
tractive setting for a group of
shops, for a restaurant, a youth
center. Most frequently, how-
ever, ths school site is spoken of
as a possible site for future
senior citizen housing, located
as it is near shopping, churches,
bus routes, etc.

Recently, the Scotch Plains
Planning Board authorized a
study of future zoning in Scotch
Plains by professional planner
Dean Boorman of Boorman, Dor-
ram, the tosv-nshlp planning con-
sultants. The study Is to be the
basis of Planning Board d i s -
cussion and study of possible
chanps to be in;orporated In a
new township Master Plan. Bo-
orman meir.ions old School One
as a possible site for Senior
Citizen ho.ising. Although he does
not make a specific zoning pro-
posal for such zoning, he suggests
the possibility, includingthe pos-
sible saving of the old school,

which has hi
tectural value, by remodeling and
adding on to it to accommodate
Senior Citizens." Any building
on the Site should be kept to a
maximum of four stories, the
planner feels, to prevent con-
flict with existing Park Avenue
development.

Last spring, Mayor Robert
Griffin appointed an eight-man
commission to study the possi-
bilities for Senior CitUen housing
in Scotch Plains, The chairman
is Thomas DeLuca, Is School
One a likely site for future Sen-
ior Citizen housing, DsLuca was
asked early this week. It's far
too early to predict, DeLuca
replied,

DeLuca noted that the first
charge to the Commission is to
determine whether or not there
is, in fact, a need for Senior
Citizen accommodations. To-
ward that end, the eight mem-
bers are now conducting in-depth
studies of need. They have
contacted churches. They have
obtained a list of the 524 citi-
zens (305 female, 219 male) who
receive Scnij- Citizentaxdeduc-
tions and are talking to these
people. The group is being ad-
vised by Vivian Carlin, authority
on housing for the elderly for
the New jersey Department of
Community Affairs, The pres i -
dent of the Golden Age Group,
a seniors club in Scotch Plains,
is included n th-̂  Commission
membership, A questionnaire
went out with a recent mailing
of the township newsletter seek-
ing still further avenues to the
township's older people. Na-
tionwide studies of senior citizen
need per population have bsen
studied.

By the end of September or
early October, DeLuca said he
anticipates the ^roup will have
a report on need. If i: is deter-
mined there is a need, the Com-
mission would then be directed

Continued On Page 7

EARLY
CLOSING

F o r

N e x t W e e k ' s I s s u e

Because of the Labor Day
holiday on Monday all adver-
tising and nev/s copy must be
in out office by noon Friday
August29, 1975.


