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up for sale next O tober.

_Eldér’ly School One, now boarled up
it's choice
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and abandonad, will be
locat.on on Park Avenuse

in downtown Scotch Plains makes it the suhject of considerable

speculation regarding future uss.

School Registration
Is Down In District

Tne kids of Scotch Plains-Fanwood are still knse decp in summer

of '75, splashing abcuwt in pools,

driving to the shore, scooping up

those last moments of sun and fun. Their days are most definitely

numbered, however.

The senior aand junior high
schools will have first-day stag-
gered sessions, in accordance

with news releasas elsewhere
in roday's issue. | __

Tais year, the tote nUMSAT o
scholars in the Scotch Plaias
Fanwood district will be down by
abour 190 from 1974-75. The
losses will be felt primarily at
the elementary leval, however.
The high school will enroll the
largest class i3 its history -=
with the total high school enreil=
ment up by 50 students.

Wwith s budger trimmed by
$320,000 from that originally
proposed by the administration,
and rrimmed once again by about
$275,000 less in anricipated s:ate
aid, tha distriet will operate at
a f'status quo’’ level, with no
new programs initiatad this year.
In fact, about 32 rourses have
been dropped from the hiZd
school curriculum, due to lack
o interest and/or enrollees.

The only re2! changs will be 2
mecdificarion at ths high school
level for incoming sophomores,

In fact, thev're down to a sinzle week. The
achool doors open for business next

Wednesday, September 3-d.

per:nitting a choice of four or
five days a week of math and
English.
1nere

b
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L have been 2L
.sachers hired to [ill teaching
slots tnis vyear. Philip Geiger,
Assistani fo the Superiniendent,
and Director of Pzrsonnel,
thought he had ail the vacancies
filled. However, he returned
Mondav from a week's vacation
to find three resignations on his
desk. Geiger said there will be
no problem filling these three
addirional slots, sinve he had
conducted extensive interviews
for the positions which had =ux-
isted and had found a prolifera-
tion of candidares with excellent
credentials. He will ba able to
draw from his files to Dill the
thrze new vacancieas.
basis for this y=zar, who had
een engaged late in the 197475

In addition to th2 22 teachars
hired naw, thers wers also five
people hirad on a permansant

Multi County Committee
Studies Flood Problems

Formation of a committee rep
the Park Commission, in Union,

resenci1g public bedies including
gamerset and Middlesex Counties

having an interest in the Green Brook sub=basin flood problem, and

the U, 5, army Corps

of Engineers,

has been requssted by The

Union County Park Commizsion, which urged the Union County
Beard of Chosen Freehoiders to tak= the action.

The purpose, according to a
resolution adoptad by the Park
Commission, i5 tocoordinatz and
expedite studjes of an acceptable
plan of flood control in the Green
Bruook sub-basin,

The Park Commission noted
tha: it is the bedy politic whose
premises, the Watchung Reser-
cation, are afizcted by propos
flood warer detention facilitiz
The Commission also notad that
it has alr=adv =xpeditad the pro-
ject purpose oy oblaining the
firs¢ phase of a comprahan-ive
hydrolozic and eaviroamsntal
ginaay study by M=2ica
Eddy, anginears  and
planners, 1o 2valuare th2 <oase-
suences of possiblz :se of arzas
of the Watchung Reservazion for
flood warer dziantion, TheCom-

mission has offsr=d to maks
available the information, data
and findings of the Msrealf &
Eddy study to all public bodizs
concerned with the Green Brook
problem.

Th2 Park Commission on De=
cembar 17, 1974 gave iis pre=
limi-ary approval to ths2 basic
concept of ihe flood waier da-
renuion faciliries as presented Jy
the U. S, Army Corps of
Enginzers.

An =nginesring report fo th2
Cemmission on August 15th in-
icatsd  thar construction of

aridzzs and dams in Echo Like

by

b

park shouid be substanually
completed by the Labor Day
~yeekénd.

Next
Wednesday

The number of new teachersis
dowm considerabiy from last
ysar, Geiger noted. Last year,
51 new reachers began tha school
year inSepizmbar. Taeveduction
is due to the deacth of tzaching
positions, which encourages 2x=
perienced teachers to remain
whers they are rather than to
actempt to find- new  jobs
elsewhare.

The only new teoacinng slot
wil! b2 one Speoial Education
class, authorized by the Board
of Education last waek,

Geigar said it is likely he'li
have to hire about 15 to 20 more
teachers in tne course of the
school year. There have been

almost as many resignations as
in y=ars past, Geiger noted, but
not 3s manyreplacemsants and/or
new tsachers. Hea cired the fact
that there had already been sight
elementary teachers eliminated
before the budget vot2, due to
declining enrollmznts.  ADbout
17 o= 13 other positions at th2
5 v level haven't been
fill=1, Geizer said, indicating
elimination of thase slots.

The disirict is making a con=
cerred effort to rztain rhe
teachars who are good. Thar:
i3 1.s0 effort anderwaytoempioy
as many minority teachers as
possible.  Geiger said four of
the 22 naw teachers ars minuvity
candidates. represents

Tais
close to 25 pzrcent of the new
teaching staif, Heretofore,thers
had been only 12 black i2a.hers
‘within the entire district, so the
new policies respressnt great
zrrides forwa:~l in this area,
Gaiger said,

sraff orisntation meerings were
slated for vasterday, Wednesday,
August 27. Over tae Labor
Day waekend, Superintendent
R=igh Carpenter plans to tour
the schools with the 3oard of
Education mambdz.s.

All building cleaningand mzin-
Lenance work has been compizted.
it has been a rouring summar as
far as building maintenancs goes,
Geigar said, sin.e there has nat
besn any .onstruciisn underway
gver the summzar menths.
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Avenue will bz on the block.
using the
last vyear.
off on offering it for sale,
marvket, Apparently, the
public sale.
a determination of
public sale.

Not all board members agree
that the building should be sold
in this manner, Vincent Shanni,
Frank Festa, and Philip Labasi
voted against the sale. Shanni
wanis a specific financial plan
for the improvements to be ef=
fected with funds realized from
the sale, Tae school is an asset
belonging tothe taxpayers, Shanni
said, and therefore the board
should act in a businesslikeman-
ner in arranging the sals, "This
is a sham with what's gone on in
the economy,’’ Shanni said.

Board president Richard Bard
remiaded the board members that
two different votes, by different
boards, had been taken 10 dedi=-
cate monies received from the
sale of School One toward im=
provements at Park Junior High.
Mrs. Robbie Mason, another
board member, indicated she had
always undasrstood rthess im=
provements would include reno-
vation of the auditorium, new
lockers, and other enhancements.
Mrs. Mason disagreed with the
approach favored by Shanni ==
that of setting priorities bsfore
sale. She suggested sezing how
much is realized from the sale,
than setting priorities for spend-
ing that amount, ‘‘The longer
we wait, the longer we cun arisk
I'd like to see somebody else
own that abandoned building,”
Mrs, Mason said.

The building attracts attention
and comment from time to time,
for its status as an antiquicy and
for its location, dzsirably set in
the center of town. From time
to time, one hears someons com-
ment that it would make an at-
tractive setting for a group of
shops, for a restaurant, a youth
cenrer, Most frequently, hows=
ever, the school site is spoken of
as a possible site for fuure
senior citizen housing, loc tad
as it is near shopping, chur:
bus routes, ell.

Recently, the Scotch Plains
planning Beard authorized =2
study of future Zzoning in Scotch
Plains by professional planner
Dean Boorman of Boorman, Dor-
ram, the township planning con-
sultants. The study is to be the
basis of Planning Board dis-
cussion and study of possiblz
changss to be inzorperated ina
new township Master Plan. Bo-
orman meniions old School On=
_as a possible site fer Seaior

Cirizen housing. Althcughhedoss
not make a specific zoning pro-
posal for suzh zoning, he sUggests
the possibility, includingthe pos=
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Board Members In Dissent
On Sale Plans - Opinions
Vary On Future Use Of Site

If owning an old brick schoolhouse is your bag, you might realize
a liferime dream come October, when elderly School One on Park
The Board of Education hasn't been
school since the new School One opensd for business

However, the administration and the Board have held
awaiting a2 more favorable real estate
market is enough improved ro justify a
The board motion, approved on a split vote, calls for
a minimum acceptable price prior to the

sible saving of the old 'school, -

tswhich has historic and archi=
tecrural value, by remodeling and
adding on to it [O accormnmodate
Senior Citizens.”’ Any building
on the site should bz kept To 2
maximum of four stories, the
plannar fesls, to prevent con-
flict with existing Park Avenue
development.

Last spring, Mayor Rohert
Griffin appointed an eight-man
commission to study the possi=
bilities for Senior Citizen housing
in Scotch Plains. The shairman
is Thomas DeLuca. Is 5chool
One a likely site for future 5en-
jor Citizen housing, DeLuca was
asked early this week. [It's far
too early to predict, Deluca
replied.

DelLuca noted thar the first
charge to the Commission is to
determine whether or not there
is, in fact, 2 need for Sznior
Citizen accommodations. To=
ward that end, the eight mem=
bers are now conducting in-depth
studies of need. They have
contacted churches. Thay have
obtained a list of the 324 citi-
zens (305 fernale, 219 male) whe
~aceive Seais - Citizentaxdeduc-
tions and are talking to these
people. The group is being ad~-
vised by Vivian Carlin, authority
on housing for the elderly for
the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs. The Presi-
dent of rthe Golden Ags Group,
a seniors club in Scoteh Plains,
is included 1a th2 Commission
membership. A qusstionnaire
went out with a recent mailing
of the township newsletrer seek-
ing still further avenues io ths
township's older people. Na-
tionwide studies of seniorcitizen
nead per populaiion have Szen
studiad.

By the end of Septembeér or
early Ocrober, D=Luca said he
anticipates the group will have
a raport onneed. If itis deter-
minad there is a nesd, the Com-=
mission would then be direcred
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CLOSING

For
Next Week's Issue
Because of the Labor Day
holiday on Monday all adver
tising and news copy must be
in our office by noon Friday
August 29, 1975.




