
THE TIMES
VOLUME 16, •

Fanw
Takes

ONLY NEWSPAPER WITH COMPLETE SCOTCH PLAINS -FANWOOD NEWS

SCOTCH PLAIN5-FANWOQD, N . j , THURSDAY, MAY 15, 1975
'••(••I I l i f f ••R»«gl

15 CENTS

Plans Board
Against

Parking Proposal
The Fanwood Planning Board took a stand upholding residential

zoning for First Street last year, when a revision of the borough
Master Plan was approved. The Board upheld that position at a
special meeting this week, as the planners voted 6-0 to recom-
mend to the Board of Adjustment a negative vote on a variance
application which would allow a commercial parking lot in the resi-
dential neighborhood. ———— . — - .

At issue is a request from was decided upon. Furthermore,
United National Bank to extend allowing a variance of this na-
its parking and driveway facill- ture, with commercial use sand-
ties (now located alongside and wiched between lots in a resi-
behind the bank building on Mar- demlal neighborhood, "would be a
tine Avenue) back further behind classic example of spot zoning,
the bank, into two lots which a practice inconsistent with the
are part of the First Street res- fundamental concepts of good
idential neighborhood. The park- planning," If the variance were
ing lot anticipated by the bank granted, it would result In isola-
would be a cul-de-sac, with no in- tion of a single residential lot
gress or egress on First Street, On the northerly side of the
Cars would reach the additional parcel in question between two
parking stalls through the Mar- areas used for general com-
tlne Avenue entrances to the mercial parking,
bank lot. While the planners disfavor the

Richard W, Sage, Chairman of entire concept of the parking lot,
the Zoning Committee, read to the if it were to be approved, they
full Planning Board membership pointed out that the screening is
his committee's stand. The plan- backwards. In other words, fenc-
ners then voted their agreement ing is provided as the view from
with the position, the residential neighborhood.

The planners feel the var- with plantings on the inside of
lance is inconsistent with the ihe lot. The reverse \vould be
comprehensive Master Plan, and more appropriate. It was noted,
state that the area Involved was Tonight, the Board of Adjust-
studied in detail at the time the ment takes up the question of the
Master Plan was formulated, and variance request, It is not known
retention of residential status whether the Board of Adjustment

Plan Petition To Board
On Schnitzer Decision

A petition signed by students, parents and alumni of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School will be presented to the Board of Edu-
cation during its meeting tonight in Terrill junior High School,
according to Gent Cook, chairman of a committee formed to
retain Ray Schnitzer as athletic director,

Cook said the petitiondrive was •
organized to "prove to the Board retained as assistant principal,
of Education that Ray Schnitzer a post he has held for 11 years,
enjoys the type of broad-based However, the majority of the
support that warrants his being Board has indicated it plans to
continued as athletic director," replace Schnitzer as athletic di-

"We have been heartened by rector as part of the shift,
the spontaneous out-pour Ing of "Ray Schnitzer is both willing
support for an outstanding educa- and able to absorb added prof es-
ter who has brought credit to the sional duties while doing the job
athletic program at Scotch of athletic director," Cook as -
Plains-Fanwood High School dur- sorted. "The fact is that he
ing his 18 years in charge of the has devoted countless thousands of
operation," Cook said, hours of his free time to theath-

Larry Sprague, co-chairman letic director's job, and the
of the Schnitzer Committee said results of his efforts are ap-
he expected a large turnout at parent in the type of outstanding
the meeting tonight, "We are teams Scotch Plains-Fanwood
determined to persuade the Board has fielded during his tenure,"
that the action contemplated is The pro-Sehnitzer spokesmen
not In the best interests of the noted that school administra-
school system. The response to tors, up to and including the 5u-
the petition drive, which was or- perintendent have recommended
ganized .only last week, has been that the athletic director be re -
heartenlnf and gratifying, "Spra- tamed. h

gue declared. ''The petition has "This is a matter of prin-
been signed by students, their ciple," .Cook and Sprague de-
parents and alumni, as well as Glared, ."The function of a Board
other citizens who are inter- of Education is to set policy; it
ested In quality education." does not superimpose its mem -

Cook and Sprague contended bers' bias judgement on person-
that "there is more to this plan nel matters over that of profes-
than meets the eye, We do not sional educators. If the present
accept the reasons given by Board majority of the Beards succeeds
president Richard Bard," they in sacking Ray Schnitzer, theid-

uBciaied," "The fact that one ucators will have lost the voice
of the assistant principal's posl- they traditionally have had in
lions was elininated should have the operation of our schools,
no bearing on Ray Schnitzer con- This is a dangerous precedent
tini'Jng in this job," that can destroy a school system,

Schnitzer, Who has been ath- We -intend to thwart it here and
Istic director for 15 years, was now,"
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Borough Facilities
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will take a vote on the issue to-
night.

In rendering their position to
the Board of Adjustment,
the planners did take note of the
existence of the parking problem,
which has led to the variance re-
quest. On Saturday mornings,
when the bank is open until noon,
the line of cars awaiting dm-e-
in banking help often circles a r -
ound from Martins Avenue back
into LaGrande, th;nce into First
Street.

The planners raised the ques-
tion of potential problems if ad-
ditional parking were to encroach
into a residential neighborhood,
since the bank is used by com-
munity organizations for night-
time events, which would bring
noise, lighting, etc.

The next step will be taken
by the Board of Adjustment, which
will recommend approval or de-
nial to the Borough Council,

Although no public hearing was
required, the Planning Board did
open the meeting for citizen in-
put, Several were on hand. They
applauded the position taken by
the Planning Board, and raised
questions regarding their taxa-
tion status, property values, etc.
if such zoning were to occur.
One woman questioned whether
the cul de sac parking lot might
bring gatherings of young peo-
ple, noise, and drinking.

Mayor Ted Trumpp registered
his personal preference that First
Street remain residential. He
feels the commercial community
should grow west on South Ave-
nue, He had not personally fa-
vored the recent change from
residential to business/profes-
sional on South Avenue, from
First Street to LaGrande School.

Meeting On
Flood Control

The Union County Park Com-
mission will conduct its own pub-
lic meeting on Thursday, May 15,
concerning the proposals of the
U.S. Army Corps of engineers
for the Green Brook sub-basin
flood control.

The meeting, to which the pub-
lic Is invited, along with mem-
bers of the Green Brook Flood
Control Commission, municipal
and county officials, will open at

8:00 p.m. ' '
It will be held in the auditor-

ium of the new Trailside Nature
and Science Center building in
the Watchung Reservation, at
Coles Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside,

Fanwood Citizens Group
Suggests Removal Of Existing
House From Slocum Property

The 15-member Citizens Advisory Committee named by Mayor
Ted Trumpp to study municipal facilities on the Slocum property, has
unanimously recommended to the Fanwood Borough Council that new
facilities be constructed on the site. The recommendation for
entirely new facilities incorporates a suggestion that the Slocum
home be removed, — — _ _ _ -

The Citizens Advisory Com- was clearly the only real choice
mlttee made its feelings known to of the full committee as well as
Mayor and Council during a spe- the sub-committee," Dunne said,
cial, informal meeting on May 4, "in essence the committee, by
Committee Chairman James choosing Alternate #1, is con-
Russell said the group had con- firming its original recommenda-
sidered all available input in for- tion that a new complex for all
mulating its unanimous position. functions be constructed on the

From the time of its forma- Slocum property," The recom-
tlon, on October 9, 1974, until mendation includes housing for
January of 1975, the Commit- the Borough administration, leg-
tee considered the various pos- islative function, police, and fire
sibilitles inherent in the build- and rescue in new facilities on
ing and the land, which were ac- the Slocum site. The existing
quired by the Borough for $234,000 Carriage House would be pre-
The property, which had belonged served on the property even if it
to former Mayor Clarence become;, necessary to re -
Slocum, represented an oppor- locate it.
tunity for the borough to-acquire Russell said there was appar-
one of the last large pieces of ent unanimity expressed by
real estate in the borough. When Mayor and Council following the
the Slocum property came onto Committee's report to them on
the market last summer, the Bor- May 4, The estimate of $832,000
ough Council acted quickly to was based upon a gross area of
acquire the parcel of land for approximately 13,000 square
potential development as a mu- feet, with a setback roughly the
nicipal building, same as the existing Slocum home

During the early stages of to retain the parkllke setting of
study, there were many in the the property, Russell indicated,
borough and on the Committee "We believe the Mayer and
who had anticipated that the home Council now possess significant
itself might be modified for use input from this Citizens Commit-
as administrative offices, How- tee to proceed with dispatch to
ever, structural studies indicated create competent housing for the
that the foundations were not agencies of Fanwood's govern-
sufficiently strong to accommo- ment," Russell said, "Our com-
date offices and/or public meet- mittee will stand by for any fur-
ings without shoring. The 15- ther charge from the Council and
member committee soon took a I am confident the Council will
unanimous position that the exist- make our reports and the report
ing Slocum home could not be of Benolst and Goldberg avail-
efficiently used for adminis- able for public scrutiny in the
tratlve purposes and that main- Immediate future,'1 he concluded,
tenance and operating costs would In his view, the obvious next
be prohibitively high. This step for the committee, working
opinion was shared by consul- with Council, is to "zero in"
tants retained by the committee, on a concentrated study of abso-

In January, 1975, after r e - lute needs in the way of square
porting to Mayor and Council on footage actually required by the
the condition of the home and Its various agencies of local govern-
weaknesses for municipal use, ment, The effect could be the re-
the Citizens Advisory Committee duction of the $832,000 cost es-
recelved a request to develop timate, he felt,
costs for several alternatives Russell said the committee's
identified duringthe initial stages recommendation, if pursued by
of their work. Russell said i the Council, would cost $34 a
cost study sub-committee was year to the property owner with
formed, under the Chairman- a home assessed at $50,000,
ship of Patrick Dunne. The cost
study sub - committee worked
closely with Benoist and Gold

berg. Architects and Engineers « -Q, _ _
from Union. The sub-commit- tOV "lfiH§ OOcLFtl
lee evaluated nine possible al-
ternatives and ultimately recom- T h e regular public meeting of
mended Scheme 1-A, which would th-= Scotch Plains Planning Board
have an "outside" cost of $832, will be held at 8-15 p.m. In the
nnn. Municipal Building on Monday,
" - • _• _ **--• iQ * romorehensive Flood

According to Dunne, all nine • iviay „,, .. . . . _
alternatives have costs "very Ordinance, prepared by the Plan-
close to each other with no clear ing Board, will be recommended
cut economical alternate," ' to the Scctch Plains Council for

"Estimate 1A, covering all new consideration and impiementa-
f aciHtles on the Slocum property, tion.

. Public Meeting


