
<£>

THE TIMES
"i .-.•>

VOLUME 16. NO.

ONLY NEWSPAPER WITH COMPLETE SCOTCH PLAINS -FANWOOD NEWS

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, N.J. THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1975 15 CENTS

New A§ .~*ient For
Slocum Committee

Days will not be dull for the Citizens Advisory Committee
named by Mayor Ted Trumpp to study the potential of the Slocum
House. Having completed their review of the possibilities and
forwarding a recommendation in record time, the citizen group has
been called upon to continue their volunteer advisory work. The
Finance Committee and Mayor Trumpp met to review the findings
of the citizen body, and voted to ask the group to pursue recommen--
dation made in their report, i.e., a cost study should be considered
to vei-lfy proposals made by the group.

The Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee has been asked to develop
reasonable cost for the follow-
ing options-

1 Construction of Ne%v Facil-
ities -

(a) Construction of newfaci-
lities on the Slocum site, to house
borough administration, Fire De-
partment, Rescue Squad and Po-
lice Department.

(b) Construction of new bor-
ough facilities on Slocum site to
house administration and Police
Department, in conjunction with
new facilities at 130 Watson Road
to house Fire Department and
Rescue Squad (the later to be of
block or a pre-built construction).

(c) Using the existing Slo-
cum home to house administra-
tion, while building new facilities
on the property to house Fire
Department, Rescue Squad, Po-
lice Depprtment and legislative
functions.

(d) Using existing Slocum
home for the borough administra-
tion, with nsw contiguous facili-
ties on the property for the Po-
lice Department and legislative
functions, plus new facilities of
a block or pre-built nature at 130
Watson Road to house Fire De-
partment and Rescue Squad.

While the Committee concen-
trated only on tha Slocum pro-

perty in its first assignment,
they are asked this time to also
render an opinion on the desira-
bility of locating all borough fa-
cilities at their present location
at 130 Watson Road, provid-
ing new housing for them.

The Finance Committee ex-
pressed the hope that the next
report could be completed by
March 15, 1975. The Council
would then identify the alterna-
tives that appear most feasible.
Under discussion is the pos-
sibility of providing r e s i -
dents with a mailer describing
the alternatives, with a brief
description. Residents would
indicate a preference on a post-
card to be returned to govern-
ment officials. It Is presently
thought this woul d be a more
effective indicator of community
sentiment than placing the ques-
tion on a ballot at a general
election, since the total percen-
tage of the citizens who vote is
relatively low.

The Citizens Advisory Com-
tee, which is chaired by James
Russell, may solicit profession-
al assistance in developing the
requested data, with such ex-
penditures approved by the pro-
per authorities in advance.

State Historians Meet
And Tour Scotch Plains

On Saturday, January 18th, 193 members and guests of "The
League of Historical Societies of New Jersey" met in the Muni-
cipal Building Cou-t Room and Stage House Inn for their general
quarterl y meeting. There were 50 different Historical Societies
represented at th.' meeting, of a total group of 120. The League
was formed in 1906 to help share ideas, information and to provide
a common front for Historical Societies and those interested In
research, preservation and geneology to pool their efforts and talents.

The Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood was the host
organization and altho just taken
in as a member organization have
had considerable exposure to the
association, with Mrs. Leonard
Sachar being the current Trea-
surer and former Secretary to
the League and Mr. Charles Det-
willer a former director. The
quarterly Meeting was held in
Scotch Plains once before in 1968,
hosted by the Plainfield-North
Plainfield Historical Society.

The theme of this meeting was
"A Preliminary Conference on
Preservation" and the main
speaker, Mr. David Poinsett, Su-
pervisor of the Historic Sites
Section of the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental P ro-
tection, Mr. Poinsett spoke on
the role of his Dept. in ass is t -
ing with advice, setting up sur -
veys and his role in listing sites
with the National and State Reg-
isters . He also moderated a
most informative panel of experts
and persons with experience In
guiding their towns and Societies
in Historic Preservation. The
other speakers were; Mr. Fred-
eric Detwiller, an Architectural
Historian with the Society for.

Preservation of New England An-
tiquities, who showed slides of
various restored buildings in the
New England area, illustrating
adaptive uses to help justify and
pay for their continued preser -
vation. Also, he spoke of new
technical methods of Sray, paint
analysis, etc., used by the New
England Society in their ass is t -
ing others and in restoring the
some 68 properties directly un-
der their care throughout New
England, from Connecticut to
Maine.

Mrs. Constance Greiff, of
Princeton & Mercer County Cul-
tural & Heritage Commission,
spoke on the role of the Na-
tional Trust In giving assistance
in initial planning for p re s -
ervation programs, and the nec-
essity of having professional
guidance early in the project.
She also reviewed various fund-
ing programs and how and where
to get names of consultants.

Mr. Joel Freser, Director of
Management k Budget of the City
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School Board Moves
To Reduce Teacher
Aide Coverage

Watch Fanwood
Build A Budget

Inflation - recession got you
down? Wondering how to make
ends meet, and your budget
stretch? Perhaps your own per-
sonal financial picture won't
seem so bad If you watch a mu-
nicipality in action, building a
budget for an entire town for an
entire year.

The Fanwood Borough Council
has opened its budget sessions to
the public this year. The action
continues this Saturday, January
25, from 9 to noon at the Com-
munity House at the railroad sta-
tion. Municipal departments take
turns presenting their cases to
the budgetary powers that be,
and it makes for some fascinat-
ing listening.

Planning Board
Elects Officers

The regular meeting of the
Planning Board of the Township
of Scotch Plains %vas held on Jan-
uary 20, 1975 at 8:15 p.m. The
following new officers were elec-
ted; Michael Cornacchja, Chair-
man, Polly Kremer, Vlce-Chair-
man, Bernard Mondi, Secretary.

The next regular meeting will
be held Wednesday, February 19.

A revision in the by-laws was
read for the first time and will
be voted upon at the next meeting,

A resolution identifying the
Scotch Plains Ad Hoc Citizens'
Committee was introduced and
passed. Following are the mem-
bers of the Ad Hoc Committee:
Chairperson Ruth Gastel, Co-
Chair: Rev. Bob Shoesmlth, Dr.
Marvin Agran, Daniel Bernstein,
Esq., Norbert Bernstein, Joseph
D'Annunzio, Charles Detwiller,
Hugo Diaz, Mary Fedowitz, Ly-
dia Flagg, Charles Komorowski,
Betty Lindner, Mauro Checchlo,
William Murray, Donald Nara-
gon, Willard Reese, Chester
Ring, Neva Sach'ar, Calvin M.
Schwartz, Arlene Siegel, Gabriel
Spera, Manya Ungar. David L.
Johnson, representing the Rec-
reation Commission, Robbie
Mason, Board of Education, Noel
Musial, Town Council, Michael
Blacker. Township Manager. The
following Municipal Agencies
have not yet appointed a repre-
sentative; Board of Adjustment,
Building Committee, Industrial
Committee, Union County Solid
Waste Advisory and Technical
Committee.

The Ad Hoc Committee is
charged: "To study and evalu-
ate the Master Plan revision pro-
posals, prepared by Dean K.
Doorman, Planning Consultant of
Bciorman and Dor ram, Inc., and
to report the findings and recom-
mendations to the Scotch Plains
Planning Board preceding the
Public Hearings on the Master
Plan proposals."

The Ad Hoc Committee
will have their first meeting dur-
ing the first week in February.

Total Now Includes Sixty
Eight Aide's In Ten Schools

Teacher aides in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district
may be working less - and some of them may be working not at all -
after February 1. On that date, a general cutback in aide services
takes effect to reflect the reductions in the 1974-75 school budget
mandates by the New Jersey Commissioner of Education.

At the present time, a total of
68 teacher aides work a total
of 249 hours daily in 10 schools.
Some of them provide lunchtlme
supervision in conjunction with
other chores. Others perform a
host of services, Inciudingcleri-
cal, secretarial, and c lass -
room assistance for teachers.
The cut will mean 100 less hours
of teacher aide service wieklv,
or 40 percent less service.

Superintendont of Schools
Perry Tyson said last week that
the reduction will be reflected
at all 10 schools. However, the
goal will be continue to maintain
50-to-l ratio for lunchtlme su-
pervision at the elementary level.
At the present time, it is anti-
cipated that the reduction could
maan job losses in some cases,
reduction in hours in others.

When lunchtime supervision
aides were hired last year, it
was ff»lt it would be difficult
to get aides to work for only an
hour daily, so approximately a
four-hour stint was set up to
encourage applicants. The re -
maining three hours were spent
in clerical and other activities.
Reductions might be possible in
these schedules, Tyson said.

Mrs. Reilly tried to Initiate
legislation to reinstate the L is -
tening Post Instead, but the Board
negated her efforts at rule sus-
pension, wantlngmore discussion
of new public input measures.

The Board voted, on a split
vote, to cancel the practice of
opening the meeting to the public
for question on the agenda for
a half hour before the start of
the 8 p.m. meeting. Lack of In-
terest was the reason offered.
Robert Lariviere asked for Ini-
tiation of another forum for pub-
lic comment. Ha suggested fol-
lowing the pattern of town coun-
cils in opening the meeting for
discussion on issues, similar to
public hearings on ordinances,
then closing it before the vote.
Voting against the change were
Mrs. Reilly, Mr. Brownawelland
Mr. Chamberlin.

Joseph DiRienzo of Fanwood
questioned the board regarding
spending of the $714,000 re stored
to the 1974-75 budget by the state
commissioner. With indications
of appeals by the governing bod-
ies, DiRienzo wanted to know
where the Board of Education
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Communities To Appeal
State Board Restoration
Of School Budget Cut

Scotch Plains Township Attorney Louis Markowltz announced on
Tuesday that an appaal has been filed with the state Board of Edu-
cation by the combined governments of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
seeking relief from the ruling by New Jersey Commissioner of
Education Fred Burke to restore $714,000 of the $969,000 cut from
the 1974-75 school budget by the Councils.

Markowitz said the governing
bodies will also s«ek from the
state board a stay to prevent the
spending of the $714,000 until the
appeal process at this level is
exhausted, Markowitz said the
appeal was filed with the state
board on January 20, fulfilling
the legal requirement that such
a move be made within 20 days
of notification of the Cornmis-
missioner's ruling.

Preliminary drafts of the
appeal material have been pre-
pared, and Markowitz will meet
today, Thursday, January 23, with
Edward Beglin, attorney for the
Fanwood Borough Council.

"We do not think it is pro-
per that any money be sp^nt at
this time, Since the matter is
not resolved," Markowitz said.
He said he has no Indications of
how long it may be before any
ruling Is received on the request
for a stay on spending.

The Board of Education at

this point is abiding by the latest
legal ruling - that of the res tor-
ation of funds by the Commis-
sioner - and has begun spending
at the restored rate.

At the Tuesday meeting of the
Scotch Plains Council, Council-
man Noel Musial served for
Mayor Robert Griffin, who was
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Ferguson Out
Of Board Race

Charles Ferguson, President
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
UiKii'd of Education, announced
lasi week that he is no longer a
candidate for re-election. Ear-
lier, Ferguson had filad for the
March school board elections,
Seeking both a three-year term
and an undxpired two-vear term.
He had said, however, that he
wouldn't run if a contest developed.


