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Mayor
Board
Cut Is justified

The Scotch Plains Township Council and the Fanwood Borough
Council expected to provide the Board of Education with the ra-
tionale supporting their decision to cut $969,000 from the defeated
$13,809,000 school udget vesterday, Wednesday, May 29. Mavyor
Walter Grote of Scotch Plaias and Mayor Ted Trumpp of Fanwood
said in a joint statement Tuesday night that the joing councils had
engaged professional consultants to scudy the rationale upon which
the decision of the councils had been made, and the professional
consulting {firms had not enly found the reasoning of the councils to
be “extremely conservative,’” but had also found areas of additional
cut, - —
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*However, we understand that
the cut we are substantiating is
the $969,000 we removed fromthe
budget,”” Grote said. Only that
amount will be discussed whenthe
Board of Education and the Coun=
cils meet with a state Department
of Education hearing officer,
who will make a derermination of
the amount needed 1o provide a
thorough and efficienr education
here.

The Councils were granted an
extension in providingthe ration=
ale to the Board of Education.
Originally, the Councils were or=
dered to turn over their rationale
to the educators by May 24, but
attorneys for the two councils
arrangad for an extension untii
May 29,

The rationale is not yet a pupb-
lic document.
mayors indicat.. <A W7 s
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of Educaticn attcrney Jéremiah
O'Dwyer and Joseph Zach, Deputy
Asszistant Commissioner of Edu-
cation, the details of the ration=-
ale will be made public.

How Today

To Tomorrow’

However, the two ﬁ;{@?,

Qe

sfficially turned over (o Tvaic” -

Grote said the consultants en-
gaged by the combined councils
worked primarily in the area of
school budgeting. The firm is
a wellrounded one, including edu-
cators, financial experts, school
board members, etc.

Now, the Board of Education
will have ten days to study the
rationale provided to them bythe
Councils and to prepare a writ-
ten evaluation.

The Board of Education decis~
ion to take the budget to Trenton
time such action has been taken
within the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district. Although the majority
of budgets have been defeated in
recent vyears, heretofore, the
problem of 5chooel budget amounts
las been worked oui on the local
This year, rhe Board of
Fneo toaccept the
. t, with poacd cep-
resentatives staring ths tha -
get presented for public approval
at the polls had represented
a maintenance budgert, withoutany
program improvements. QOper=
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’s Cltizens

Listening Post

Both the Scetch Plains Town-
ship Listening Post and the
Board of Education Listening
Post will meet this Saturday.

To avoid conflict the Board
of Education Listening Post is
schaduled for 9 a.m. till 10
a.m, and the Township Listen-
ing Post from 10 a.m. till Noon.

For those anxioustalkers who
might like to really be heard, it
i8 now possible to scurry tothe
Beard Listening Poszt in the
Choral Room at the High School
and then on to the Township

Will Look

Recently, the government of Scorch Plains made public the some-
whar water-soaked confents of a cornerstone box, which had been
sealed into a corner of the old Scotch Plains Municipal Building
back in 1927. The box yielded a glimpse of everyday life back then.

_ A viewer could determine the price of acar and a newspaper as well
as the concerns of governing bodies and the Board of Education.

Now, with a brand new Munici-
pal Building functioning, another
cornerstone awaits the tightly
sealed copper box whichwill pro-
vide for temorrow's citizens of
Scorch Plains an equally reveal-
ing look at the Scotch Plains of
1974,

The selections have beenmade,
and marerials have now been col-
lected for inclusion within the
cornersteone box. Mrs, Leonard
Sachar and Mr. Charles Detwii-
ler, who have been named by
Mayor Walier Grote to head the
township’s committee to plan an
observance of the 1976 bicenten-
nial of the nation, also served as
advisories on the contents of the
new cornerstone box.

Official Scotch Plains is well
represented, with microfilmed
copies of the June 15, 1971 Town-
ship Committee meeting, resolu-
tions of July 13, 1971, and April
4, 1972, and an ordinance of June
15, 1971 (legislation leading ro
the building of the new municipal
building); a list of officials, com-
missioners, police, fire andcom-
mittee members of 1974:the bud-
ger message of March, 1974; the
Mayor's message of March, 1974;
and two copies of the township
newsletter,

High school students are rep-
resented by two copies of the

Scotch Plains -~ Fanwood High
School newspaper, f‘Fansco-
tian,"

Five articles from issues of
the Scotch Plains **Times'' will

be sealed inthe box., Theyinclude
coverage of the Election and
Change in Government from Nov-
ember 9 of 1972; the Zoning Or-
dinance of May 3, 1973; The Flood
of August, 1973; The Budger of

Mareh 14, 1974; Bicentennial

Chairmen and Committee of Ap-

ril 18 and May 9, 1974; and the
entire paper of May 16, 1974,

wirh a special section on the new

building,

Two additional newspaper ar-
ticles are included - ane an ar-
ticle onlocal artist Maxwell Simp-
son from the Newark News of Nov-
ember 26, 1967, the second a
feature on “‘Scotch Plains,'’ au=
thored by Carol Sperber of Scotch
Plains, from the New York Times
of November 14, 1971,

A Board of Education brochure,
"Discover Your Schools,’’
mailed in the autumn of 1973;
the YMCA Mid-Winter Spring
Program; a League of Women Vo~
ters survey entieled ‘*Scotch
Plains;'' a tour booklet entitled
‘'Historic Scotch Plains'’ pre-
pared by the Junior Women's
Club; and a Westfield Chamber of
Commerce focus irem on the
new municipal building complete
the written material,

The final addirions to the box
are badges and patches of Scotch
Plains Police and Fire Depart=
ments; patches, by-laws and ros-
ter of the Rescue Squad, and the
old seal of the Municipal Court,

ating ar the reduced level would
necassitate elimination of pro-
grams and/or sSome teaching
positions, it was said.

~ Superintendent of Schoels Fred
Laberge has already notified 30
sngcher - in the district rthattheir
jo . -ould bz in moastion if the
*-lget cut were o ce uphald at
ipe state level, Two of the 30
reachers (all of whom were non-
tenured) have alreadyresignedto
seek employment elsewhere,

-

Ree. Commission
Meets Mml(iay

Dr., Frank Besson, acting
Chairman of the Scotch Plains
Recrearion Commission has an-
nounced that the next public meet-
ing of the Recreation Commission
will be Monday nite, June 3rd
at the Town House located in
Green Forest Park. Recreation
Commissioners are Mary Cir-
ioli, Peg Katims, David John-
son, Michael Masciale, Dominick
Lawrence and Andrew Meadows,
The public is invited to attend
the meeting. Election of Chair-

man and Vice Chairman will take

place at the meeting.

Fanwood

Two Mayors Cite War
Dead And Troubled Times
In National Leadership

These are rraumatic times for Americans contemplating the situa=-

tion confronting their narional leadership.

Mayor Ted Trumpp of

Fanwood and Mayor Walrer Grote of Scotch Plains both singled out

these times
communities

of doubt in our nation, as they led the citizens of two
in observance of Memorial Day, 1974.

They both

urged an appreciation of our heritage and the contributions of our

war dead.

While most of the festive Me-
morial Day spirit was dampened
by chilly temperatures which
dashed the hopes of swimmer,
Ppicknickers and barbecuers, the
parade which marked the start
of the three-day weekend left lit-
tle to be desired. The skies
were blue and the temps were
comfortable  early Sarurday
morning as marchers took
off from the Fanwood Memorial
Library for their traditionaltrek
across Marrtine Avenue to the
cannon in the center of Scotch
Plains.

Although the parade bagan at
thz very eariy hour of 9 a.m.,
there was no dearth of view-
ers. All along the line of march,
the same families wandered to
the same corners as they have
for years, greeting friends and
neighbors along the curb and in
the lineup. There were a few
familiar sights rnissing in the
parade itself . . . . the always
popular Mummers string bands
and the bagpipers weren't in
the line of march . . .. but the
civic life of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood was well represented
by units from clubs, children’s
organizations, the YMCA, Scouts,
etc. :

American Legion Post #209
began the march, accompanied
by the lively strains of the Fal-
con Cadets Drum and Bugle
Corps. They were followed by
the Councils of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. In vyears past,
the Councilmen rode in antique

cars. However, most of them
were “*hoofing it'’ this year, in
a2 straight line from curb to
curb. Two Council members
found anrique cars a more comi~
fortable way to “march.” Fan-
wood's Councilman BobMc Carthy
and Carol Whittington waved from
inside elderly autos.
Automobiles, marching groups
and floats were interpersed with
Some very excellent marching
music from a number of bands
engaged to participate. They
included the poputar Raider Mar-
ching Band from Scotch Plains-

Fanweod Hizh  School, Saints
Drum aad Zurle Jorps, Emerald
Lancers, Patriors, Meadow-

larks, Continental Jumior Drum
and Bugle Corps, Silver Lan-
cers, Boystown Drum and Bugle,
and the Towns-Kids Drum and
Bugle,

The Brownies marched and
the Indian Guides marched. The
Indian Princesses marched and
the Litule League marched, The
emergency units of the twotowns
- . .« « ambulances, emergency
vehicle, fire engines, etc ....
provided a high moment for manv
a youngster enamored with fire
fighting and rescue equipment.

The Lions were on hand, with
the now-famous marching lion
who waved to the kiddies from
aside the vellow and blue auto.
However, lollipops weren't tos-
sed this year, in deferencetoa
request from the Optimist Club
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