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Attorney et With
State Off To
Study School Budget

On Monday, May 13, Edward Beglin, Borough Attorney for Fan-
wood; jamas Walsli, Township Attorney for Scotch Plains; and Jere-
miah O'Dwyar, attorney for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation met with a hearing officer appointed by the New jersey De-
partment of Education, At issue was a decision regarding the
schedules for presentation of information by both parties regarding
the defeated 1974-75 school budget, Joseph F. Zaeh, Deputy Assis-
tant Commissioner of Education, provided rulings and dates affecting
both the Councils, %vho have mandated a cut of §969,000 from the
defeated budget, and the Board of Education, which has voted to
appeal the cut at the state; level,

According to Beglin, ;he two
municipal attorneys went to
Trenton seeking a ruling that the
Board furnish extensive data dat-
ing back to 1970 and 1971, be-
fore the two Councils would pro-
vide the rationale they had for-
mulated for their decision on the
cut, Beglin said that the two
Councils had been provided with
some information regarding the
budget by the Board of Education
before the Councils made their
decision on the cut, Subsequen-
tly, the t%vo Councils had re -
quested much more extensive In-
formation, including audits, all
budgets, actual expenditures,full
staff analysis of teachers and ad-
ministrators, use ofeveryciass-
room, etc. dating back to the

\l9"0-71 budget and s.'.gol year,
ls The Board attorney sought to

have the Councils release their
line-by-line analysis of the re-
duction,

Zach ruled that the Board of
Education must furnish the re-
quested material to the Councils
by tomorrow. May 17, Following
the exchange of Information, the
two Councils have until May 24
to furnish their line-item analy-
sis. If the Councils should find
they need more time, Zach indi-
cated he would hear the need for
an extension until May 29,

From the time the two Coun-
cils provide that rationale, ttu
Board of Education then has ten
days to respond to the Council
rationale, with rhe Board pro-
viding a written evaluation stat-
ing .why it is not possible to op-
erate the schools within the terms

Fttnwood Police Inspect
And Register S51 Bikes

Sergeant Anthony Parent!, Safety Officer for the Fanwood police
Department, reported that members of his department, ably as-
sisted by a 21-man force of volunteers, had Inspected and regis-
tered 531 bicycles owned by Fanwood residents. The first of several
Inspection programs scheduled for spring Saturdays, the Initial In-
spection was held at Forest Road park parking lot last Saturday
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Parenti had the highest praise
for the many public-spirited citi-
zens who lent a hand. They in-
cluded seven members of the
Fanwood Optimist Club, who led
bike owners through a test
course, tightened handlebars and
spokes, and advised people of
proper bike operation. There
were a number of PTA Safety
Council volunteers on hand, in-
cluding, to Parenti's amazement,
three residents of Scotch Plains
whose dedication to child safety
led to their involvement in the
Fanwood project. Several neigh-
bors from the Forest Road area
also volunteered their services,

Fanwood Boro Council
Adopts Ethics Code
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including Mr, Walter Drake, a
cicycle mechanic. He had the sole
set of metric tools, and with them
he made scores of minor repairs
on bikes of foreign manufacture.

The unique aspect of this in-
spection, Parent! noted, is that it
incorporates a follow-up. Child-
ren whose bikes had irreparable
defects have been registered and
obtained licenses, but their par-
ents will be notified by letter of
exactly what is unsafe about
their child's bike.

Next week, the Inspection
moves to LaGrande Park, where
it is anticipated that even grea-

and areas of cut specified by the
Councils,

Beglin said Zach indicated the
Board has the burden of showing
why it cannot operate the school
system without the cuts,

In response to a question re-
garding information for the pub-
lic, Beglin said he would expect
that once the Councils formally
approved the rationale, he'd ex-
pect it would be made public,
just as he would also anticipate
that the Board would ultimately
make public its defense of its po-
sition on rejecting the cut,

ter throngs will congregate. Last
Saturday, at several points in
the day, a double-file line wound
from the park lot out Forest
Road and around into Wood-
land Avenue, and at the time of
finale, at 2:15 p.m., the exhaus-
ted volunteer forces had to ask
cooperative people to come to
another inspection.

As cards are being filed on
each bicycle inspected, a check
will be made against descriptions
of stolen bicycles In hopes of
unearthing a few of the two-
wheeled vehicles which have been
stolen of late. The deterrent to
theft is but one of the Intents
behind the recently adopted bicy-
cle ordinance, which calls for
the inspection and licensing of
every bicycle in Fanwood by the
end of June, Safety for riders
is another purpose.

Citizens Voice Criticisms Of
Proposed New Zoning Ordinance

The Fanwood Borough Council has scheduled a June 12 public
hearing on a new ordinance which provides the Council with a code
of ethics. Earlier this year, Councilwoman Carol Whittington had
suggested her own version of a similar code to the Council. That
version required legal consideration and study, which eventually
led to the code now under consideration.

The Lineupl Cyclists 351 strong await licensing and Inspection last Saturday at Forest Road Park. Next
Saturday, LaGrande park's the place for bike owners.

Only Councilman John Coulter
voted in the negative. Coulter
opposes the code because he
feels it would deprive him of a
vote whenever the Council might
act upon a defeated school bud-
get. Coulter, who seeks election
to another three-year term this
November, is married to a teach-
er in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

The new code prohibits of-
ficers or employees from having
any financial or personal interest
in business or transactions with
or for the borough without first
making written full public dis-
closure. The ordinance further
Specifies that an officer or em-
ployee must publicly disclose
the nature and extent of any fin-
ancial or personal interest upon
which he may be required to
deliberate and vote. Engaging in
private employment, accepting
gifts in any form, and disclo-
sure of confidential information,
are among further prohibitions of
the ordinance.

The ordinance further pro-
vides for establishment of an Ad-
visory Committee to provide a
written advisory opinion on con-
duct of officials with regard to
the code of ethics. The opin-
ions of the committee would be
filed with the Borough Clerk
once they are made, and if the
Committee deems it desirable,
names may be deleted, The Ad-
visory Committee would include
five residents who hold no other
office, position or employment in
the borough. They would be ap-
pointed by the Mayor with con-
sent of Council, and would
serve two-year terms. However,
two appointees to the initial com-
mittee would serve for only a
single year. The members would
elect a chairman from their
midst.

With cause, the Advisory Com-
mittee would be empowered to
conduct a private hearing, then
furnish written findings to the
Borough Council, which would
then make a determination. The
ordinance provides the enabling
legislation for the Council to cen-
sure, suspend, demote, etc, an of-
fending employee or official.

The Borough Council heard
once again from the citizens on
a proposed new zoning ordinance
pending before the Council, An-
other hearing on the ordinance,
which reflects the Master Plan
revision of last year, is slated
for May 30, At previous hear-
ings and again last Wednesday
night, the only neighborhood soli-
darity opposing the zoning
provisions came from First
Street, where residents oppose
continuing the commercial area
further east on South Avenue aa
far as LaGrande School. The
residents feel this represents the
signal for problems in First

Street, which remains zoned res- '
identlal,

Mrs, I.A. Riccardi of 3 Old
South Avenue also opposed any-
further commercial zoning
in Fanwood. Mrs. Riccardi ar-
gued that the borough now has
sufficient commercial establish-
ments to serve just about any
needs of the citizens. She cited
two drugstores, a supermarket,
gas stations, banks, etc, In a
mile-square town, she felt the
borough must guard against ov-
erdevelopment of the commercial
area,

Mrs, Riccardi wanted to know
when all the added commercial
areas would have a positive im-
pact on her tax bill, since she
said there is now existing within
the area already zoned commer-

Continued On Page 37

Board Of Ed
Meets Tonight

Tonight's Board of Education
monthly meeting will feature a
staff report assessment of the
Sixth grade program which has
been in force over the past year
at Coles School, Under Com-
munity Relations, next year's
schedule of meeting sites at dif-
ferent schools in the district
will be announced. It is anti-
cipated that the Board will res -
cind approximately 15 existing
policies, in line with a charge (
from Board president Charles
Ferguson for a review of all
policies to determine which are
unnecessary or covered else-
where under state law and/
or contract provisions.

The Board will announce re -
ceipt of a petition from Mrs.
Mary Alice Hancock for access
to all student records. Cor-
respondence In support of foot-
ball coach Harold Mercer and
expressions of regret over the
resignation of Park junior Prin-
cipal Richard Kaye will be an-
nounced. The Board will also
announce that it has received
communications regarding the
school budget situation.

Superintendent of Schools Fred
Laberge expects to recommend
sabatical leaves for two staff
members.

A status report on the Title
I application will be furnished,

Under personnel, a recommen-
dation for an appointment of As-
sistant to the Superintendent of
Schools, to replace Howard
Clickenger who will assume the
principalship of Terrill Junior
High, is expected.

Under business functions,
awarding of bids and considera-
tion of plans for renovation of
Muir School and Park athletic
field are anticipated,


