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mcils Meet
Board

Hassle
A conference between the governing bodies of Scotch Plains and

Fonwood and Board of Education members - with county Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. West as mediator - represented the first (and
fruitless) formal effort in an attempt at settlement of the impasse
surrounding the 1974-75 school budget. The three bodies had earlier
cut $969,000 from the defeated 1974-75 school budget, and the Board
of Education has refused to accept the cut, The Board sought appeal
at the state level in Trenton, with the discussion between the bodies
with the county superintendent in attendance as the first step recom-
mended by the state in attempting solution. Apparently, Trenton is
Che next rung on the ladder, according to both Board and government
repsrsentatlves. _ — — — — —

tionale at this time . Grote said
the rationale would not be bind-
ing upon the school board,

Grote said there is a legal
dlffernece of opinion on whether
the school board had to prove
that the dollars mandated by the
governing bodies for operation
of the schools would, in fact,
represent too little money for a
"thorough and efficient" edu-
cation here. The governing bod-
ies must not cut deeply enough
into a budget to affect the thor-
oughness and efficiency of edu-
cation,

Charles Ferguson, president of
the Board of Education, noted
that until such time as the gov-
erning bodies spell out and
itemize exactly where the pro-
posed budget should La nut, it

Apparently, the question of
rationale continues to loom over
the discussions. The Board of
Education representatives have
Indicated that it had been their
intention to cooperate and to
act in accordance with the direc-
tive of F,H. Combs, j r . , Assis-
tant Commissioner of Education
for the state of New Jersey.
Combs had written to the govern-
ing bodies early in April, stating
that they were to provide two
copies of the rationale which gov-
erned their decision to cut the
$969,000,

During the Monday morning
session with West, the governing
bodies did not provide the ra-
tionale. Mayor Walter Crote of
Scotch Plains said that on ad-
vice; of attorneys the governing
bodies did noi provide their ra-

Fanwooders Express
Views At Zoning
Ordinance Hearing

Approximately 50 Fanwood citizens turned out last Wednesday
night to express their views and register their objections to a
proposed zoning ordinance now before the Fanwood Borough Council
for consideration. The Council did not take any action following
the special meeting, but continued the hearing until the next regular
meeting of the Council on the second Wednesday of May.

Three issues concerned the
gathering in attendance -the pos-
sibility of commercial "creep"
into First Street residential
areas; general increase in com-
mercially rated properties in
the borough; and the potential de-
velopment which PATH might
bring to the borough of Fanwood,

James O'Brien, a homeowner
from LaOrande Avenue, was the
first to raise the question of
First Street. He claimed that
he had heard talk of general com-
mercial development on First.
However, the revised zoning map
still shows that block-long street,
running behind the stores on the

| Listening Post
I Both the Scotch Plains Tewn-
jship Listening Post and the
: Board of Education Listening
1 Post will meet this Saturday.

j To avoid conflict the Board
j of Education Listening Post is
j scheduled for 9 a.m. till 10
f a.m. and the Township Listen-
jing Post from 10 a.m. till Noon,

I For those anxious talkers who
j might like to really be heard, it
| Is now possible to scurry to the
| Board Listening Post in the
j Choral Room at the High School
j and then on to the Township
| forum in the Council Chambers,

east side of Martins Avenue, as
residential.

However, Robert Neumeller of
56 First Street, pointed out that
United National Bank has bought
residential property on First
Street, Neumueller said this
and the Master Plan which in-
creased the business area along
South Avenue, has had the effect
of "blockbusting" First Street,

"Fanwood is a bedroom com-
munity. If you want a com-
mercial community, you should
go to Plainfleld," Neumuller
said, "You are destroying Fan-
wood Inch by inch, just to cut
everybody's taxes by $1 a year,"
he said.

After several other First
Street homeowners registered
objections to any possibility of
commercial development there,
Louis Baumann, manager ofUni-
ted National, spoke. He acknow-
ledged that the bank has pur-
chased two properties on First
Street, He noted the tremendous
traffic problems created by bank
customers at peak times, and
said it was hoped by the bank
that they could expand their park-
ing lot behind the bank into the
First Street commercial pro-
perties, for the convenience of
the borough as a whole, He
noted that 85 percent of bank
business comes from Fanwood,
so che bank would hesitate to
take any action not desired by

Citizens Rise In
Defense Of Mercer
After Tenure Denial

DEMS Name
Three Tonnei!
Candidates

Mrs, Helen Oalica, Fanwood
Municipal Chairman, announced
the names of the three Democra-
tic candidates for the Borough
Council in November. The two
men are running for a three-
year term, and a woman is run-
ning for the one-year term. All
will oppose three G.O.P, incum-
bents.

Aaron M, Arnold of 7 Saville
Row has resided in Fanwood
for 14 years. A graduate of the
City of New York, Arnold has
been employed by the Courier-
News for the past 20 years. He
is active in local politics having
served as Fanwood Municipal
Chairman for the Democratic
party for three years, was pre-
sident of rhe Fanwood Democratic
Ciub, and presently is serving as
cornmitreer,--,-ir!, Also hd Is Fan-
wood's *eprssentativetothe Grea-
ter Plainfield Fourth of July
Parade Committee, Arnold Is
affiliated with Temple Israel of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood having
served as a member of the Board
of Trustees and president of the
Men's Club. He and his wife
Eleanor have two grown children,
both of whom are p-aduates of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood IHigh
School,

A resident of Fanwood for four
years, Robert D, Buckwald is
a management consultant at Bell
Laboratories in Whippany, He
holds a B.S, in economics and
an MBA from the University of"
Arizona. Buckwald teaches in the
Graduate School of Business at
Fairlelgh Dickinson University
and is a coach for the Fanwood
Youth Organization, He and'his
wife Michelle live at 210 Corlell
Avenue with their son David
and attend the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church.

Theresa ("Terry") Ryan is a
1969 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, She was
a member of the National Honor
Society, Editor -in-Chief of the
Yearbook, and a recipient of a
four-year scholarship from the
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch'
Plains. Mias Ryan attended Al-
legheny College in Meadville,
Pennsylvania, She Is presently
employed by Web Associates in
East Orange, Terry lives with
her parents at 10 Glenwood Road
and attends St, Bartholomew the
Apostle Church.

In announcing Miss Ryan's can-
didacy, Mrs. Galica remarked,
"This bright, energetic and in-
novative young woman is exactly
what Fanwood needs." She ad-
ded that all three candidates will
bring diverse interests and back-
grounds to the Council.

the general population.
Council members reiterated

several times that the area, as
zoned in the new ordinance, would
definitely not allow for parking

Continued on Page 18

Everybody Gets Into The Act
During Long, Noisy Meeting

Several citizens approached the Board of Education during a spe-
cial meeting last week, to speak in behalf of Hal Mercer, football
coach and physical education teacher, who %vas denied tenure a week
earlier. The citizens have promised to continue a push to correct
what they have termed were grave injustices surrounding Mercer's
dismissal, The auditorium at Terrill Junior High School was crowded
for the session last Thursday, with students forming a considerable
representation.

During the discussion of the
tenure denial a week earlier,
board members had stated that
Mercer was judged on his teach-
ing abilities. His football coach-
ing was praised.

Thomas Fallen of Chip Lou
Lane was the first to speak on
the issue during the special ses-
sion. Mercer's professional rep-
utation is at stake, Fallen said,
and the citizens are coming to
his defense because they feel he
Is a man who fits into the edu-
cational system.

Claiming there had been in-
ferences Mercer had changed
schools frequently, Fallon cited
Mercer's ancire professional ca-
reer, listing detailed reasons for
each change of position, most of
them made because of better
opportunities. His most recent
post, as teacher-coach at Jona-
than Dayton Regional High in
Springfield, had brought citations
as an outstanding teacher during
the two years proceeding 1971,
when he was engaged here, Fal-
lon stated that he had been offered
a contracc which would have rep-
resented tenure had he not left
to come to Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood,

"How was he hired, as tea-
cher or coach? I don't see the
difference," Fallon said. He cla-
imed Mercer is outstanding as
coach, more than acceptable as
teacher. Had it been necessary
to fill the head coach position,
it could have been done from
"within the system, Fallon
claimed. However, "We wanted
_a_ head coach, and they are not
cheap," he said, Fallon further
claimed that Mercer was asked
by administration and board whe-
ther he would take the teaching
.post if the coaching were not an
accompaniment, and he had ans-
wered In the negative,

Eugene Gatens also spoke at
length on the Issue, There is
no allegation against the honesty
or integrity of board or admin-
istration, Gatens said, "Ibelieve
honest men can differ." Gatens
said that Mercer had "rocked the
boat," over availability of tra-
iners, athletic equipment, and
scheduling of games, and had
been "called on the carpet and
told to lay off,'1 Gatens further
claimed that when an $8 fee for
sports participation had been im-
posed, Mercer refused to impose
it and eventually the board had
retracced the fee. "This, 1
believe, was the beginning of che
end. Mercer was bucking the
system and his evaluations began
to fall off," Gatens charged. He
said Mercer's In-class eval-
uations had occurred on difficult
days, such as the day back after

a long vacation. "Judge the whole
man. Performance and total ef-
fectiveness are not limited to the
classroom," Gatens said.

Alec Molten claimed the board
is trying to evaluate a prob-
lem using two sets of rules. The
old board discussed and hired
Mercer as a ''teacher with many
talents," Molten said,emphasiz-
ing his total teaching, "wherever
we lead our young." Now he fits
the mold of 1971, but not of 1974,
Molten said, and isn't evaluated
on how he does the whole job.
There has been a prejudicial
setting asidii of 90 percent of his
ralenc. "Go back, use the tem-
plate of 1911," he urged,

George Holzloner submitted a
petition signed by 1000 students
and adults asking for his rein-
statement,
_ A l Shalnes of Crest Lane, Fan-
wood spoke in behalf of the board,
Stating that he considered them
dedicated, honest, political and
wise, and he questioned that they
would take such a controversial
and Important step lightly, with-
out considering the whole man.

Mrs, Ann Winfleld, a represen-
tative of NJEA (New Jersey Edu-
cation Association, stating that
the public outcry surrounding
the Mercer situation would ne%'er
have arisen here if the teacher
contract had included a clause
promising fair-dismissal proce-
dures for non-tenured teachers.
This would have provided a closed

Continued on Page 18

Police Warn
Citizens On
Alarm Systems

On April 5, 1973 the Township
of Scotch Plains adopted an Ord-
inance to provide for "Police,
Fire and Other Emergency Al-
arm Systems In The Township,"

One of the requirements of
this Ordinance is that ALL AL-
ARMS which require a response
from the Police Department, Fire
Department or other Municipal
Agency Shall be Registered with
che Police Department, Failure
to comply with the terms of the
Ordinance is subject to a Fine
of not more than $200.00 or im-
prisonment for a period of not
exceeding 90 days, or both.

We are pleased to report that
most of our Residents have com-
plied with the Terms of the Or-
dinance however those %vho may
not be aware of it are asked to
please call The Office of the Po-
lice Chief at 322-7100 for further
information,


