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About a dozen residents joined officials from PATH and Fanwood
officials for a discussion over the potential effects of PATH service

upon the borough of Fanwood.

Concern over parking spaces and

retention of the small town atmosphere in Fanwood had led Robert

Butler of Tillotson Road, a prlvate citizen,

answer session,

According ro both Burier and
Mayor Ted Trumpp, PATH rep-
resentatives left a strong im-
pression that Port Authority 'is
concerned only with rail service.
An application for federal fund-
ing for the highspeedtransitloop
which would run from Newark to
Plainfield is now pending before
the Urban Mass Transit Agency
in Washington, and PATH's in-
volvement would be only with the
acrual rail service, and not with
the rtraffic, parking, and other
sideline concerns which would
accompany the new service.

The responsibility for park-
ing faciliries, etc. would be pure-
1y up tothe communitias, Trumpp
emphasized. **Through  the
years, all the people involved in
government and planning have
tried to keep Fanwood as it has
been, and we're not tryingtoturn
it into a metropolic,”” he said.
He also said he didn't see any
*1,000-car parking garage onthe
horizon.'" Discussion of parking
and traffic problems ar one re-
cant council meeringhad includs i
mientions ani/or suggestizns of
twa=tier parking facility, per-
haps to accommodace 1,000 cars,
and it was this suggestion which
had led to the citizen concern.

Governing
Board Of Education At
Impasse On Budget

Mayor Ted Trumpp labels the current

to seek a question and

One resident had claimed he ar-
tended a presentation by PATH
in Elizabeth and had heard of
such a possibility.

When and if PATH is approved
by the federal government, Fan-
wood would have to study many
alternatives, and these studies
would be undertaken both at the
stfictly lcmal level anﬂ in concert
PATH r:t:ute Tt‘umpp stressed
There are committees planned
from the several communities to
consider parking, drainage, and
other considerations.

Burler’ said PATH projectors
foresee an increase from 600
to 1,700 commuters over the
next twelve years. Some of this
traffic would probably represent
commuters now using Nether=
wood, Builer predicted, since Ne-
therwood will be closed when
PATH service is initiated, But=
ler said discussion of where the
400 cars now using Nerherwood
would go, or park, was ‘'kicked
arcund quite a bit,”” with no def-
inirive answers. He expressed
a convicrisn  that Netherwocd

cemmutacs  would ot fhadcks

reack’” lo Flsiofic$ stztion, as
some PATH officials prediet,

Continued On Page 33

Bodies And

‘‘impasse’’ siruation on

the school budget “traumatic,”” and Mayor Walter Grote of Scotch
Plains savys it is most regrertable that no resolution can be reached
among three governing bedies elected by the came public at large.

Both men refer
matter of the school budget.
tha

to the current state of limbo which exists in the .
For the first zime in the history of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district, a local Board of Educa~

tion has declined to accept the cur proposed by the combined govern=

ing bodies of Scorch Plains and Fanwood and,
be made via the appeal process,

resolution of the problem will

In Fabruary, the public voted
down a propcsed school budget of
$13,809,000 by a 4-1/2 to 1 ma=
jority. After consideration of
the budget and the vote, the com-
bined councils of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood voted unanimously
to cut the budger by $969,000.
By law, the governingbodies may
ser the amount to be raised by
taxation for school purposes, but
the Board of Education has the
option to study thar figure and, if
the figure is deemed too low for
maintenance of the aducaricn in
the district, the Board may ap-
peal 1o the state commissioner of
educarion for restorarion of some
or all of the cut dollars. This
year, the Board of Educationsaw
fit to seak such restoration,
There is a siopping point on the
road to the siate commissionar
in Trenton, The Councils and
the Board may seek the services
of the county superintendent as
a mediator of sorts. Both sides
would present their position to

the con—~ .-~ -~intendent.
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at this writing, a

for a hearing at the Stare level,

There has been reluctance ex-
pressed by the Councils at meet-
ing with County Superintendant
Dr. West. While the Councils
have not refused rto seek settle-
ment at this mid-point, some
Councilmen have questionsd the
possibility of objectivity with an
educarional administrator as the
intermediary, Ferguson said
the board finds ir difficult to un-
derstand such reluctance, since
Wesr would acr only as a media-
tor, “‘In no way does he make
any decision or is any of the
discussion held binding on either
party unless mutual agreement
is reached,’”” Ferguson poin=
ted out. Negotiaring with the 1id
of the county superintendent is
recognized as an informal pro-
cess and the board views such
action as a positive step for-
ward and in the best interest of
the entire communicy,’” he said.
1ne sup=srintendent’'s role 1s nat
of a mediator who would seek
avenues toward mutual agree-
ment, Attempts are being made
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Listening Post

Both the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Listening Post and the
Board of Education Listening
Post will meet this Saturday.

To avoid conflict the Board
of Education Listening Post is
gscheduled for 9 a.m. till 10
a.m. and the Township Listen~
ing Post from 10 a.m. till Noon,

For rhose anxioustalkers who
might like to c=ally be heard, it
i3 now possible to scurry tothe
Board Listenirg Post inthe
Choral Room at the High School
and then on to ths Township
forum in the Couneil Chambers,
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GOP’s Seek

Candidates

For Connell

AR 63

G,0.P, Chairman Pierce De
gross has announced that the
Candidate Recommendation
Committee will meet on April 9th
to interview persons interested in
running for the Township Council
on the Republican ticket this year.

The three seats tobe contested
this year are currently held by
William Kitsz, Albert Theurer,
and Alan Augustine who were
elected in 1972 to serve two
terms. Mr. Avgustine, who has
served since November 1970, will
seek re-election this year while
Mr, Kitsz, who was first ap-
pointed to the Township Com-
mittee in March 1966, snd Dr.
Theurer, who has served since
January 1, 1967, have informed
local G.Q,P, leaders that they will

not seek re-elaction to fourth
rerms.
Anyone interested in joining

Cecuncilman Augustine on the Re-
publican ticker is urged to con-
tact KayGresh, Lucille Masciale,
William Coulbourn, Dick Hat=~
field, Larry Newcomb, Walt
Grote or Al Theurer for infor-

mation about next Tuesday’'s
meeting.
to ser a date with the counry

superintendent now.

According to Mayor Trumpp,
the community overwhelmingly
vored no on the budget and, in
his view, the Board of Educarion
has acted in a manner which is
unresponsive to the electorate,
*"We have come up with a figure
which we feel is a fair figure and
thev kpnow ir,”’ Trumpp said,
They, in turn, had absolutely no
figure to offer in return in an
effort to agree at the local lavel,

Mayor Grote expressed the
same opinion. It wouldhavebeen
to the advantage of rhe com=
munity for the Councils and the
Board to =it down and hammer

out a solurion without attorneys -

Continuad On Page 29
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$] 372 253 Munlﬁpal
Budget Is Approved
By Township Council

Tax Rate Not Certain Till
School Budget Is Settled
An audi=nce of twelve, several of them townshipemployees, watched

as the Scotch Plains Township Council gave final approval to their
1974 municipal budget. Only two questions came from the public on

the budger,

The budget was the effort of
new township manager Daniel Al-
lan. The bulk of the increase
can be attributed to salaries,
which increased by $126,706. The
salary mumps were offset by a
$56,300 decrease in the am-
ount budgeted for capital im-
provements, and $15,128 drop in
municipal debt service.

The budget calls for 3694,110
to be raised by taxes for muni-
cipal operations, (down by 53,839
from 1973), and $678,143 to be
raised by taxes for the reserve
for uncollected rtaxes (up %54,
653). The raise in the reserve
for uncollected taxes is attribu=-
Lablg, to th e astimated increasein

: opased upon & A3

No 2x rare has yet been struck
for Scotch  Plains, since the
school budger is still unsertled.
The local municipal tax rate will
be 6.6 percent per 5100 valua=
tion, an increase of .23,

The capital improvements for
1974 include construction of
storm and sanitary sewers,
street improvements, and im-
provements to many Sireams
within the community. Some ma-
jor improvements within these
categories benefitting citizens

which increases by $50,813 over the 1973 budget.

for years to come may be bon-
ded, and a substantial num-
ber of Capiral Improvement Pro~
jects in1974 will befinanced from
Federal Revenue Sharing.

The salary increases for the
most part provided for raises
of approximately 7 percent. In.
addirion, several new positions
were authorized or upgraded in
order to assist in operations of
the Police Department, Munici-
pal Court, Scotch Hills Country
Club, Civil Defense, Department
of Finance, and Board of Health.
A major item in the budgert is
the funding of Traffic Safery Bu-
reay ta the townsnip - with the
bureau to be 1n <1

Thz genoral revenues antici-
pated for 197+ show a markad in-
crease over 1973, with a toral of
$2,452,562 anticipated, in con-
trast with $7,333,205 last year.
Among the areas of increase
planned for in the budget is $657,
416 in state aid taxes (versus
$619,805 last year); a 55,000 in-
crease in sewer service char-
ges, a $10,000 jump in interest
on investments, etc. The surplus
account jumps from $775,0001ast
year to 835,000 this year.,

aratinnia 1974,

Plains Councilman Urges
Public Attendance At

Flood Control Hearin

Councilman Larry Newcomb, Scotch Plains’

o
e

representative to

the Green Brook Flood Control Commirtee, urged public atten-

dance ar a hearing,
tonight,

by the Army Corps of Engineers.

to be held at Plainfield High School at 7 p.m.

The public hearing is

scheduled to further acquaint local citizens wirh the four alternative
proposals for flood relief in the Green Brook Valley.

The alternatives involve a
number of different approaches,
including levees, dams, a diver-
sion tunnel in Scotch Plains, and
other downstream changes, with
all four plans to have the same
flood control effecriveness ac-
cording to the Army Engineers,

Within a short time, the 13
communities involved along the
Grzen Brook and on the Green
Brock Flood Committee, must
arrive ar a mutually agreeable
choice from amongthe four plans.
Newcomb personally finds the
Plan 4, involving adiversiontun-
nel on the north side of Route 22,
as the most acceprable for Scotch
Plains, He plans to say so to=
night at the hesaring, Howeavar,
his views will be his own, As
yet, the township has not reached
an official municipal posture and
Newcomb and Mayor Walter
Grore urged citizens o express
their views on the choices very
soon,

The two officials urged that
citizens who live in floed prone
areas of Scorch Plains make a
special effort to attend the 7
p.m. meeting tonight. A Listen-
ing Post is slared for this Sat-
urday at 10 a.m. in the Council
Chambers, and citizens may
make their views known then, a
well as by rtelephone to Council
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