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Light
Discus§ion

About a dozen residents joined officials from PATH and Fanwood
officials for a discussion over the poteniial effects of PATH Service
upon the borough of Fanwood. Concern over parking spaces and
retention uf the small town atmosphere in Fan%vood had led Robert
Butler of Tillotson Road, a private citizen, to seek a question and
answer session, ~~ ————— -

According to both Butler and One resident had claimed he a t -
Mayor Ted Trumpp, PATH rep- tended a presentation by PATH
resentaiives left a strong 1m- in Elizabeth and had heard of
pression that Port Authority is such a possibility.
concerned only with rail service.
An application for federal fund-
ing for the high speed transit loop
which would run from Newark to alternatives, and these studies
Plainfield is now pending before
the Urban Mass Transit Agency
in Washington, and PATH'S in-
volvement would be only with the
actual rail service, and not with
the traffic, parking, and other
sideline concerns which would
accompany the new service.

The responsibility for park-
i n | facilities, etc. would be pure-
ly up to the communities, Trumpp
emphasized. "Through the
years, all the people involved in
government and planning have
tried to keep Fanwood as it has
been, and we're not trying to turn
it into a metropollc," he said.
He also said he didn't see any
"1,000-car parking garage on the
horizon." Discussion of parking
and traffic problems at one r e -
jsiit council misting had included
mentions ana/or suggestions o!
two-tier parking facility, p-sr-
hars to accommodate l.OOOcars,
and it was this suggestion which
had led to the citizen concern.

would be undertaken both at the
strictly local level and in concert
with other communities along the
PATH route, Trumpp stressed.
There are committees planned
from the several communities to
consider parking, drainage, and
other considerations.

Butler1 said PATH projectors
foresee an increase from 600
to 1,700 commuters over the
next twelve years. Some of this
traffic would probably represent
commuters now using Nether-
%vood, Butler predicted, since Ne-
therwood will be closed when
PATH service is Initiated. But-
ler said discussion of where the
400 cars now using Netherwood
would go, or park, was "kicked
p.r_und quite a bit, '1 with no def-
initive answers. He expressed
a convicMo'i 'hat Netherwood
ccmmuwi'S would -lot '"back-
Tack" to FUioIIt'f ststioi:, as
some PATH officials predict,

Continued On Page 33

Governing Bodies And
Board Of Education At
Impasse On Budget

Mayor Ted Trumpp labels the current " impasse" situation on
the school budget " t raumatic ," and Mayor Walter Grote of Scotch
Plains says it is most regrettable that no resolution can be reached
among three governing bodies elected by the came public at large.
Both men refer to the current state of limbo which exists in the
matter of the school budget. For the first time in the history of
ths Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district, a local Board of Educa-
tion has declined to accept the cut proposed by the combined govern-
ing bodies of Scotch Plains and Fanwood and, at this writing, a
resolution of the problem will be made via the appeal process.

In February, the public voted
down a proposed school budget of
$13,809,000 by a 4-1/2 to 1 ma-
jority. After consideration of
the budget and the vote, the com-
bined councils of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood voted unanimously
to cut the budget by 5969,000.
By law, the governing bodies may
set the amount to be raised by
taxation for school purposes, but
the Board of Education has the
option to study that figure and, if
the figure is deemed too low for
maintenance of the education In
the district, the Board may a p -
peal to the state commissioner of
education for restoration of some
or all of the cut dollars. This
year, the Board of Education saw
fit to seek such restoration.
There is a stopping point on the
road to the state commissioner
in Trenton. The Councils and
the Board may seek the services
of the county superintendent as
a mediator of sorts . Both sides
would present their position to
the c o " - - ' ' -intendeni.

•v s / - ' 'ouna at

N^/S. ates a
X ^ -nent

for a hearing at the State level.
There has been reluctance ex-

pressed by the Councils at meet-
ing with" County Superintendent
Dr, West. While the Councils
have not refused to seek settle-
ment at this mid-point, some
Councllmen have questioned the
possibility of objectivity with an
educational administrator as the
Intermediary, Ferguson said
the board finds it difficult to un-
derstand such reluctance, since
West would act only as a media-
tor, "In no way does he make
any decision or is any of the
discussion held binding on either
party unless mutual agreement
is reached," Ferguson poin-
ted out. Negotiating with the aid
of the county superintendent is
recognized as an informal pro-
cess and the board views such
action as a positive step for-
%vard and in the best interest of
the entire community,"' he said,
ine superintendent's role is mat
of a mediator who would seek
avenues toward mutual agree-
ment. Attempts are being made

1,372,253 Municipal
Budget Is Approved
By Township Council

When and if PATH is approved
by the federal government. Fan-
wood would have to study many

Listening Post
Both the Scotch Plains Town-

ship Listening Post and the
1 Board of Education Listening
1 Post will meet this Saturday.

To avoid conflict the .Board
of Education Listening Post is
scheduled for 9 a.m. till 10
a.m. and the Township Listen-
ing post from 10 a.m. till Noon.

For those anxious talkers who
might like to really be heard, it
is now possible to scurry to the

I Board Listanir g Post in the
| Choral Room at Lhe High School
1 and then on to the Township
I forum in the Council Chambers.

GOFs Seek
Candidates
For Council

G.O.P. Chairman Pierce De
gross has announced that the
Candidate Recommendation
Committee will meet on April 9th
to interview persons interested in
running for the Township Council

\ on the Republican ticket this year.
The three seats to be contested

this year are currently held by
William Kltsz, Albert Theurer,
and Alan Augustine who were
elected in 1972 to serve two
terms. Mr. Augustine, who has
served since November 1970, will
seek re-election this year while
Mr, Kltsz, who was first ap-
pointed to the Township Com-
mittee in March 1966, end Dr.
Theurer, who has served since
January 1, 1967, have informed
local G.O.P, leaders that they will
not seek re-election to fourth
terms.

Anyone interested in joining
Councilman Augustine on the Re-
publican ticket is urged to con-
tact Kay Gresh, Lucille Mas da l e ,
William Coulbourn, Dick Hat-
field, Larry Newcomb, Walt
Grote or Al Theurer for infor-
mation about next Tuesday's
meeting.

to set a date with the county
superintendent now.

According to Mayor Trumpp,
the community overwhelmingly
voted no on the budget and, in
his view, the Board of Education
has acted in a manner which is
unresponsive to the electorate,
"We have come up with a figure
which we feel is a fair figure and
they know i t ," Trumpp said.
They, in turn, had absolutely no
figure to offer in return In an
effort to agree at the local level.

Mayor Grote expressed the
same opinion. It would have been
to the advantage of the com-
munity for the Councils and the
Board to sit down and hammer
out a solution without attorneys

Continued On Page 29

Tax Rate Not Certain Ti
School Budget Is Settled

An aud-'-jnee of twelve, several of them townshlpemployees, watched
as the Scotch Plains Township Council gave final approval to their
1974 municipal budget. Only two questions came from the public on
the budget, which increases by $50,813 over the 1973 budget.

The budget was the effort of
new township manager Daniel Al-
lan. The bulk of the increase
can be attributed to salaries,
which increased by $126,706. The
salary mumps were offset by a
556,300 decrease in the am-
ount budgeted for capital im-
provements, and 515,128 drop in
municipal debt service.

The budget calls for 5694,110
to be raised by taxes for muni-
cipal operations, (down by $3,839
from 1973), and $678,143 to be
raised by taxes for the reserve
for uncoliected taxes (up $54,
653), The raise In the reserve
for uncoliected taxes is attribu-
table to iba estimated increase in
•:a--;c-s, or i T. Orised upon a fi.5
percent nice.

No tax rate has yet been struck
for Scotch Plains, since the
school budget is still unsettled.
The local municipal tax rate will
be 6.6 percent per 5100 valua-
tion, an increase of .25.

The capital improvements for
1974 include construction of
storm and sanitary sewers,
street improvements, and im-
provements to many streams

for years to come may be bon-
ded, and a substantial num-
ber of Capital improvement p r o -
jects in 1974 will be financed from
Federal Revenue Sharing.

The salary increases for the
most part provided for raises
of approximately 7 percent, in,
addition, several new positions
were authorized or upgraded in
order to assist in operations of
the Police Department, Munici-
pal Court, Scotch Hills Country
Club, Civil Defense, Department
of Finance, and Board of Health,
A major item in the budget is
the funding of Traffic Safety Bu-
reau I'Vr the lownsrap - with thy
bureau to be in •rparf.tior,;... l'?74.

The general revenues antici-
pated for 1974 show a marked in-
crease ovar 1973, with a total of
52,452,562 anticipated, in con-
trast with 52,335,205 last year.
Among the areas of increase
planned for in the budget is 5657,
416 in state aid taxes (versus
$619,805 last year); a 55,000 in-
crease in sewer service char-
ges, a $10,000 jump in interest

within the community. Some ma- on investments, etc. The surplus
jor improvements within these account jumps from $775,000 last
categories benefitting citizens year to $835,000 this year.

Plains Councilman Urges
Public Attendance At
Flood Control Hearing

Councilman Larry Newcomb, Scotch Plains' representative to
the Green Brook Flood Control Committee, urged public atten-
dance at a hearing, to be held at Plainfield High School at 7 p.m.
tonight, by the Army Corps of Engineers. The public hearing is
scheduled to further acquaint local citizens with the four alternative
proposals for flood relief in the Green Brook Valley.

The alternatives involve a --
number of different approaches,
including levees, dams, a diver-
sion tunnel in Scotch Plains, and
other downstream changes, with

The two officials urged that
citizens who live in flood prone
areas of Scotch Plains make a
special effort to attend the 7

all four plans to have the same p.m. meeting tonight. A Listen-
flood control effectiveness ac -
cording to the Army Engineers.

Within a short time, the 13
communities involved along the
Green Brook and on the Green
Brock Flood Committee, must
arrive at a mutually agreeable
choice from amongthe four plans.
Newcomb personally finds the
Plan 4, involving adiverslontun-
nel on the north side of Route 22,
as the most acceptable for Scotch
Plains, He plans to say so to-
night at the hearing. However,
his views will be his own. As
yet, the township has not reached
an official municipal posture and
Newcomb and Mayor Walter
Grote urged citizens to express
their views on the choices very
soon.

ing Post is slated for this Sat-
urday at 10 a.m. in the Council
Chambers, and citizens may
make their views known then, a
well as by telephone to Council
members.
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