
IMES
s , \ ONLY NEWSPAPER WITH COMPLETE SCOTCH PLAINS -FANWOOD NEWS

VOLUME 14, NO

( 1 1 > _

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, N.J. THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1973 15 CENTS A COPY

Fanwooa Council OK's
For Curb And

Sidewalk Improvements
The Fanwood Borough Council meetings of late have come to

be marked by extensive political divisions of opinion and contro-
versial discussion. Therefore, an hour-long Council meeting is
no%v considered unusual. However, a lull settled over the Bor-
ough Council for" last week's monthly meeting, and only road
construction and curbing ordinances highlighted the hour.

Zoning Ordinance
Gets Council OK

list for needed improvements.
These three areas have been
deemed in worst condition and In
greatest need of improvement.

Councilman Stephen Ritter
. pointed out that potholes and road
conditions are so bad in some
of these locations that they could
cause damage to an automobile,
He said money for road repairs
would be wasted because of con-
ditions.

Benefiting property owners
will be assessed, for curbs on
the three streets. A "guessti-
mate" would indicate a possible
cost of around $3,50 per foot, with
some state aid likely to somewhat
reduce costs in only the Pater-
son Road project.

It was announced that the Mayor
and the Planning Board have con-
tacted the county freeholders,
seeking a* reconsideration of
county legislation regarding sump
pumps on county roads. The
borough was recently advised of
a county ruling that sump pumps
may not empty onto county roads
posing a problem for homeown-
ers on several county roads which
run through Fanwood,

Christie A, Piekarski was
named to membership in the Fan-
wood Fire Company, He is the
son of Fire Chief Henry Piek-
arski.

Two dog wardens, Irving Hlg-
glns, Jr. and Paul Schaeffer,
were named special police offi-
cers.

The Council approved an or-
dinanee which sets $80,000 for
construction work related to the .
reconstruction of LaGrande Ave-
nue - Laurel Place, The coun-
:y plans to do the road work,
bur as is customary in such in-
stances, the Borough is respon-
Bible or accompanying con-
struction of curbs and sidewalks,
•The $80 000 also includes work
required'to increase the corner
radius a; LaGrande Avenue and
Terrill Road, where some land
acquisition and traffic light r e -
location is involved. Of the
$80,000 total, $43,000 will come
from the state aid for roads,
A total of $4,000 will be set
aside from the capital improve-
ment fund and the remainder will
be bonded, -

Concrete curbs are assessible
to the benefiting property own-
ers. However, borough officials
noted that because of the state

'" aid, only about 25 percent of
the total,-or around $1 a foot,
would be charged to the proper-
ty owners.

In another ordinance which re -
celved final approval last week,
che Council set $191,000 for r e -
construction of roads. The roads
involved include; paterson Road
between Elm Avenue and Terrill
Road; Beech Avenue from La
Grande to South; and Old South
Avenue East.

It was pointed out the the Pub-
lic Works Committee, Engineer,
and the Superintendent have ex-
amined all roads In the borough
and have tormulated a priority

Elizabeth Becker Retires -
Remembered By Thousands

Mention the name "Miss Becker" to any former student in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwoed school district, and chances are, you'll
get a smile of instant recognition and fondness, Elizabeth C, Becker
Is well known, as well she should be. She retires this year after
47 years of service to the Scotch Plains-Panweod school district.
The beautifully groomed and most gracious lady is now a reading
specialist at LaGrande School, but she has also taught first grade
there and has served at many of the o:her elementary schools in
the district as well. — ——________

However, although hundreds are
familiar with her phonics abili-
ties and her teaching talents,
all too few are as well acquain-
ted with her fascinating approach
to life. All too rarely, one be-
comes acquainted with a person
who truly lives life to the full-
est, who approaches each day with
a zest and a spirit which make
for a great lifetime. Elizabeth
Becker Is one of the few.

For beginners, take her ap-
proach to retirement. Retire to

, stagnate? Hardly, She walks
from her home near the cancer
of Scotch Plains to LaGrande
School daily. She'll retire only
for a chance to do many more
things. She looks forward to more
travel, including a cruise to the

ELIZABETH BECKER Orient. She'll have more time
for Uie symphony, mualc, hob-

Elizabeth Becker Is a very fu- bias, mid homo,
millar and much admired flguru Not for Miss Decker - the
to lifelong residents of the Scotch fart?w«ll 'dinner,-! nnd the hnn-
Plains-Fanwood community. CoiiUnuud On Pago 10

[Recycling Center {
| Open Saturday j
j Why not complete your annual |
i spring clean-up by bringing all |
I of your paper, glass, and metal
| wastes to the recycling center op-
I orated by the Fanwood-Scotch

. | Plains jaycees and the Fanwood-
| Scotch Plains Environmental |
j Protection Group, I
I The center, located on the §
| south side of the Faiiwood Rail- [
! road Station, will be opened Sat- [
{ urday, May 19th, from 9:00 a.m. j
j until" 1:00 p.m.
1 All paper should be tied into
I bundles and the glass waste sep-
1 arated by color - clear, green,
: and brown.

Lynch Files
For Assembly

Owen P. Lyncn, 41, of Fan-
wood, New Jersey, has filed for
the New jersey State Assembly
in the Republican Primary set
for June 5, 1973.

Mr. Lynch has been a resi-
dent of Union County for ten
years and a registered Republi-
can for the last 18 years. He
graduated from Fordham Univer-
sity with a B.S, degree and at-
tended the University of Louis-
ville and St. John's University,
New York, for a Masters degree
in Business Administration, Up-
on his graduation from Fordham,
he served as a Lieutenant in
the United States Air Force as-
signed as a top secret combat
operations officer in the Far
East, He was discharged as a
Captain,

Mr, Lynch was elected to the
Board of Education of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood In 1969, During
his elected three years, he ser-
ved as a Board member, vice-
president, and was unanimously
elected president in 1971, In-
cluded in his community activi-
ties are the YMCA Building Fund
Program, Fanwood Youth Organ-
ization activities, Cub Scouts, and
serving as an instructor at the
Confraternity of Christian Doc-
trine, Mr, Lynch is married to
the former Lillian Heer. Their
two oldest children attend
the public school systems and
their youngest child is a presch-
ooler.

Lynch stated, "I believe that
the overwhelming problem that
faces both the voters of the
22nd District of Union County
and the rest of the State is
where we are going with educa-
tion, The recent New Jersey
Stata Supreme Courc decision
that negates local property taxes
as a prime source for the fund-
ing of public education creates
a very dangerous threat to the
home-rule concept of control for
our local public schools, If, In
fact, Trenton will fund the state
public school system, then it Is
absolutely imperative that mo-
nies collected by the State be
allocated hock to local school
systems nnd controlled by local
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Imperfections Are Noted By
Residents- May Require
Periodic Adjustments *

Scotch Plains finally has a new zoning ordinance, passed by the
Township Council on Tuesday, following years of preparation by
Planning Boards, extensive study, and any number of public hear-
ings, both formal and informal. Only a few residents spoke to the
ordinance on Tuesday with the majority of them concerned over
garden apartments in the B-l zone, —— ——__ - —

The B-l zone includes a sin-
gle piece of land across Route
22, the entire length of Front
Street from Terrill to Park,
the south side of South Avenue,
a portion of land at the corner
of Forest and Westfield Avenue,
and the two sites of existing gar-
den apartments - Bayberry Gar-
dens on Lake Avenue and the
apartments under construction
next to the Post Office.

It was pointed out by Mayor
' William Kitsz and Council mem-
bers thac this zoning designa-
tion does not automatically per-
mit garden apartments. Such
construction still would require
a special exception approval from
the Board of Adjustment, which
fact was Incorporated in order
to insure careful controls and
building standards for such,
apartment construction in the
future.

One resident questioned why
B-l had been specified for such
apartments, and Councilman Al-
bert Theurer said it was felt
that this zone would be least
likely to interfere with traffic
flow, air flow, sunlight, etc.

In the old Master Plan, a three-
acre minimum was specified for
garden apartments. Why had
this been reduced to a one-acre
minimum, the Council was asked.
Professional planning consul-
rants and the planning board feel
the one-acre minimum would
permit eventual accumulation of
a few rundown older homes in
deteriorating neighborhoods,
construction of garden apart-
ments, and eventual upgrading of
such areas.

Originally, the new zoning plan
had included japarcmencs in the :
R-3-A zone but neighborhood op-
position resulted in removal of
that specification.

Although one or two comments
on garden apartments were neg-
ative, Mrs. June Shoemaker of
Cooper Road urged specific zon-
ing for them, in order to provide
within the community living for
all types, Including the elderly,
young couples, etc. She also fa-
vaored some lowcost housing.

Mayor Kitsz pointed out that
unfortunately there is not too
much developable land left with-
in the community for future de-
velopment.

One facet of the zoning ordin-
ance was noted by Councilman
Larr y Newcomb. There Is a
provision wherein one half of
all property owners in a given
zone may initiate a Jsetitlon for
a change in zoning designation.
They can start the wheels In mo-
tion themselves, rather than
waiting for official action.

It's not n perfect ordinance,
but there nre no perfect ordin-
ances, developer Sidney Gray-

bar told the Council, He urged
them to go ahead and pass it,
rather than "trying to write an-
other new zoning ordinance with
all the changes and comments
from the hearings."

The Council did just that - but
with a note that they plan to
pass along the minutes of the
hearing to the Planning Boards
for consideration. The ordin-
ance can be changed, improved
Or revised at any time in the
future, Kitsz noted, He was very
pleased with the very few criti-
cisms in light of the many chan-
ges incorporated in the ordin-
ance.

Councilman Larry Newcomb
approved the ordinance, but will
seek a change in two areas, He
suggests specification of mor»
modern measuring approaches
for measurement of noise level in
industrial areas and measure-
ment—of smoke emissions from
industrial plants,

A moratorium on industrial
building on Plainfield Avenue -
Jerusalem Road area was lifted.
The moratorium had been pla-
ced on building there until final
resolution of zoning.
. The Council introduced an or-
dinance providing for $950 for
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Kitsz
Will Appear
In Radio Series

Mayor William Kitsz of Scotch
Plains will be one of the regular
guests on a forthcoming radio
series, Suburban Reports, on
WCBS, Kltsz and many mayors
from suburbs In the metropolitan
area will appear in one-minute
spots from time to time, over the
next six months.

Kltsz welcomes announce-
ments of interestinglocal events,
school affairs, plays, fairs, etc,
and Scotch Plains clubs and or-
ganizations are urged to Inform
Kitsz of dates of their activi-
ties if they wish the announce-
ments to be made on the WCBS
programs.

The dates for Kitsz1 broad-
casts are May 28, June 25, July
23, August 20, September 17, and
October 15. Information for these
shows should be forwarded to the
Mayor about n week before each
broadcast, Mrs. Alice Gould,
who workd for the township, may
be notified by clubs and organiza-
tions, and rrny be reached on
322-6700.

To date, no time has been re-
ceived for the forthcoming series
of broadcasts.


