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dinance
Enforcement

The "dirt" ordinance, long awaited by many residents of Scotch
Plains, was to have become effective last week. As written, it set
restrictions and restraints upon the operations of topsoil and dirt
businessa's within the Scotch Plains community, setting forth limits
on where dirt piles could be in relation to sidewalks and private
residential properties, hours of the day for operation, etc. How-
ever, the ordinance is not presently enforceable. A local operator
of a topsoil business, Domlnick Verdic, has obtained a temporary
injunction apinst the enforcement of the ordinance. He obtained
Che injunction from judge Irwin J. Kimmelman of the Chancery Di-
vision of the Superior Court, judge Kimmelman will hold a pre-
liminary hearing on May 11 on the subject of whether to continue
the injunction or not. The injunction served upon the township just
hours before the effective date of the ordinance, is effective only
until the May 11 date,

judge Kimmelman also con-
ducted the preliminary hearing
six months ago, when neighbors
of the Verdic business combined
with township officials in seeking
shut down of the Verdlc business
on the basis of public and pri-
vate nuisance. At that time, Kim-
melman refused to shut down the
Verdic operation entirely until
the case is heard, but he did
set restrictions on the heighth of
the dirt piles, etc.

In addition to the suit regard-
ing the legality of the "dirt" o r -
dinance, Verdic has also filed
a separate counter claim apinst
neighbors and township officials,
seeking compensation for a total
of 42 alleged Instances of "har-
rassment," Verdic claims that
the officials and neighbors have
attempted to drive him out of bus-
iness, Named in that suit are

four of the five members of the
Township Council (Counciimen
Alan Augustine, Albert Tneurer,
Lawrence Newcomb, and Walter
Grote), Scotch Plains Police
Chief Joseph Powers, Health Of-
ficer Joseph Mottley, Zoning Of-
ficer James McCann, and home-
owners Fred Johnson, Philip
Wusterfield, Firman Arrow-
smith, Chester and Genevieve
Pawellak, Rose Pellegrlno,

The Verdic buslnes s was or-
iginally operated as a nursery,"
with small shrubs and bushes,
from the corner of Flanders
Avenue and Second Street, In p\-?
middle of the Second Street bus-
iness area, just across the street
from the Board of Education of-
fices. The business switched to
a dirt and topsoil operation some
time ago, with an accompanying

Continued On Page 3

Attorneys Charged
In Subdivision Hassle

Fanwood Planning Board Attorney Robert H, Kraus, his law part-
ner, and another local lawyer have been charged with representing
two separate parties, expecting income from both, A suit has been
filed in Superior Court in Union County by Leon j , Yarusi and his
wife, Paula, operators of the Lemon Tree at 200 South Avenue,
seeking damages from Kraus; his partner, Robert L, Shear; attorney
Charles B. Thatcher, j r . and Capital Savings and Loan Associa-
tion,

.According to the Yarusis, they
bought their property on South
Avenue in 1969, It had 180-
foot frontage on Avenue, The
beauty shop takes up only one-
fifth of the tract.

The couple claim they were
approached in October of 1971
to sell some of their property
to Capital Savings for construc-
tion of a branch bank at the cor-
ner of South Avenue and Second
Street, The branch is now under
construction. Shear was retained
to draw up the contract, and the
Yarusis were to obtain a pre-
liminary minor subdivision
from the planning board. They
would shareCapltal'sparkinglot,
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Buy A
House?

SEE OFFERINGS ON

PAGES 29-30-31

The complaint alleges that
Shear went to the Yarusis on
Sunday, November 7, 1971 with
a contract. The Yarusis re -
ported that Shear said the con-
tract was necessary so that Capi-
tal Savings officials could prove
to state banking authorities that
they had a reasonable prospect
for land acquisition for the
branch bank. The contract in-
cluded an attached property sur-
vey with a penciled line showing
the portion of the property to
be sold to Capital, Yarusis said
they signed the papers,

Two months later, Mr, Yarusi
claims Shear's office asked him
-co meet to discuss parking. He
was told Capital would only grant
the Lemon Tree seven parking
places, When Yarusi registered
objections, he said Sn'ear said
there would be mutual parking by
law once the subdivision was ap-
proved by the Planning Board,

The Yarusis said that, unknown
to them, Charles Thatcher Jr.
appeared before the Planning
Board claiming to be acting in
their Behalf and presenting to the
Planning Board a parking plan
which was not that orlpnally
proposed by Shear, The Yarusis
said they first learned of That-
cher's role when they met with
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j Listening Post j
The regular monthly Listen-

ing Post session conducted by
Scotch Plains Committeemen
Alan Augustine, Walter Grote I
and B, Lawrence Newcomb has j
been set for Saturday, from 10
to 12 noon. Building Inspec-
tor and Zoning Officer James
McCann will be available for
questions. The public is invited

I to the Informal meeting, which
i is held on the first Saturday I
I morning of each month In the
| Committee Chambers; Munici-
I pal Building, Park Avenue,
i Scotch Plains.
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Two Women
On Ballot
In Fanwood

Last Thursday was the final
filing date for candidates in the
June primary elections. The
Fanwood ballot will carry the
names of two females, each run-
ning from a different party for a
seat on the Fanwood Borough
Council, The Republican candi-

- dates include Mrs, Joan Geer and
Fred Hewlett, The Democrats
will run incumbent John Swindle-
hurst and Democratic Club pres-
ident Mrs,* Carol Whittington,
The two seats in contention are
currently held by Democrats
Swindlehurst and Stephen P. Rlt-
ter. However, Ritter will not
seek re-election.

This is the first year in the
78-year history of Fanwood that '
no Republican incumbents ara up
for re-election.

Mrs, Whittington lives at 393
Midway Avenue, She is'pres1-
dent of the Fanwood Democratic
Club, a Democratic municipal
committeewoman, and is active
with Girl Scouts, PTA and other
civic organizations,

Swindlehurst was elected in
1970, when he and Stephen Rit-
ter upset the 76-year history of
exclusively Republican rep-
resentation on the Fanwood
governing body. He was de-
feated in a bid for the mayor-
alty last year.

Kraus and Shear at their offices
in February of 1972,

Furthermore, according to the
Yarusis, they were shown a
sketch of the subdivision which
was not that originally shown
them, but one which added sev-
en feet to the land they were to
convey to Capital, The subdi-
vision sketch was dated Novem-
ber 8, 1971, they said, which
is the day after they signed the
contract. They claim it waa re- ,
vised 10 days later. The des-
cription of the property in the
contract had been changed, they
said. The new contract had a No-
vember 8, 1971 dale and an un-
dated, unsigned addendum never
before seen by them, the Yarusis
say, and that addendum changed

Councilman Notes Police
Department Limitations.
Asks Parents Codperation

Several residents of the Mohawk Lane, Fenimore Drive area
attended Tuesday's meeting of the Scotch Plains Town Council to
express thair deep concern over continuing vandalism in their
neighborhood, Arthur Neal of Mohawk Lane said in two years of
residence here, he has lost four mailboxes and has deep ruts cut
across his front lawn by automobiles at least every six months,
"It's not fun, it's destruction of property," Neal said. He asked
for a recommendation from fhe Council on appropriate action.

Robert Relnhardt, also of Mo-
hawk Lane, pointed out that the
street is a short dead end, which
is away from any traffic pat-
terns from neighboring com-
munities. He is certain the van-
dals are local people. He has
lost $150 in shrubbery lamps,
and mailboxes are ripped
loose repeatedly causing ces-
sation of delivery until a new
box is installed, "We're not
talking about litter, We can pick
that up. This destruction to lawns
is not repairable," he concluded.

Merle j . Smith of Fenimore
Drive said he represented six
homeowners in expressing simi-
lar concerns.

The Council will arrange a
meeting with the homeowners,
and with cooperation It is hoped
that a surveillance team from
the neighborhood might work with
the police. Councilman Walter
Grote pointed out that the van-
dalism occurs elsewhere in the
community as well, particularly
in the Seotchwood area. Mayor
Kitsz cited complaints from many
areas, but "there's just so much
a 40-man police force can do,"
he said, -

Kitsz said he welcomes sug-
gestions, The problem is not
unique to Scotch plains, but it is
here, and we "need more as-
sistance from parents who should
know where children are at
night."

Councilman Albert Theurer
has always been particularly In-
terested in the subject. He feels
the vandalism is becoming worse
and worse, and urged that all
homeowners in a neighborhood
be very alert and attempt to
get license numbers when such
instances occur.

The Council passed,five or-
dinances on Tuesday, One adds
an additional $20,000 from capi-
tal improvement for completion
of the Lamberts Mill Road pump-
ing station. Another appropria-
tes $30,000 from capital im-
provement. Under ordinance,
$35,000 is allotted from capital
improvement for purchase of a
street sweeper, a pickup truck,
dump truck and leaf picker'for

heretofore agreed

the department of public proper-
ties. Two ordinances involve
the police department (i.e. acci-
dent reports, , records, etc),
while the second establishes fees
for police escort service, The
escort service is primarily for
the transportation of sums of
money from local businesses to
banks,

Thomas DeLuca questioned the
escort service fees. He wondered
whether a taxpayer who expects
safety and protection isn't paying
twice when he must pay for the
escort service. However, it %vas
pointed out that the. escort ser-
vice is a service to businesses
and under the ordinance is beyond
the normal scope of police duties.

In other actions, DeLuca ex-
pressed distress at a recommen-
dation from the Board of Ad-
justment which would permit a
two-family home. He feels the
criteria for granting permission
for two-family homes must
include proof of hardship. The
two-family homes draw more
children, who must be educa-
ted. This education represents
an Increase in burden for the tax-
paying public, he said.

The Council approved a Board
of Adjustment recommendation
which allows Harry p. Cordts of
Berkeley Heights to erect a two-
family home on two lots, one
facing on 2510 Broadway, the
other on 709 Jerusalem Road,
Council Albert Theurer voted in
the negative.

The recommendation from the
Board of Adjustment pointed out
problems in building a single-
family home on either one of
the lots because of sloping of
lots.
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Board Of
Education
Will Listen

•the terms
upon.

Mr. and Mrs, Yarusi say they
signed other documents before
they discontinued relations with -
Shear ^ast October, These in- |
eluded an application for a build- |
ing permit for Capital, they state,
and claim that they signed the
building application because they

Continued On Page 5

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education will hold a
"Listening Post" session on
Saturday, May 5 in the Band
Room of Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School, All resi-
dents are welcome to avail
themselves of the opportunity
for informal discussion of

• tooics of concern during the
1 session': which will be held from

10 a.m. to 12 noon.
It Is expected that residents

j concerned with redistricting
I will avail themselves of the op-

portunity for discussion with
board members.


