the say. Countyenvironmentalists see itdifferently, and have recently
expressed their views to the planners.

When Scotch Plains recently
completed plans for the new
Municipal Building in Park Ave~
nue and submitted plans to the
county agency for approval, the
town fathers were told that while
building was in process an
accompanying street widening
should be initiated. They ad=-
vised that Park Avenue in the
area in front of the new building
should be widened by three feet
-- the three feet to be added to

membership includes represen=
tation from many municipal en-
vironmental groups and commis-
sions from the county, has been
in the forefront of public concern
over the street widening man-
dates. The county environmen=
talists have been concerned ov-
er destruction of old and beau-
tiful trees which would result in
many areas where the curbing
and/or the widening would beac~

To Study Future
Of Present
Municipal Bidg.
A committee of Scotch Plains
citizens was named on Tuesday

to study the future (or lack of
future) of the old Scotch Plains

Municipal Building, A newbuild-

ing is under construction next
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New Effort Will Also Dsal ‘
With Non Drug Related Matters

“DARE’' was the name of the operation at 1834 Front Street,

Scotch Plains over the past year,

“DARE’’ center was a drop-in

center intended solely for drug abuse prevention educatien. It op-
erared here, as it has in other communiries, under a one-year con-
tract arranged by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Drug Abuse Com-

mittee.

Did "*DARE’ work? Yes and mo. After a full year of op~

eration, the contract has not been renewed . ... bur the center
will srill operate under a new and different program, '

¢ : at or the would beac- . ) ST Why the change? Primarily = - - - -
the roadway on the Municipal complished, After listeningtoa d,‘?m;c to tbi E*F?E;l“%_f%‘?ﬂlﬂy °m because the local Drug Abuse than “DARE’’ is needed here.
Building side of the road. Why? representative of . the County Park Avenuz, and originaily th; Committee, which originally Hopefully, the new operation will
Ultimately, the county planners Planning Board recently, the contract for the new building hac formed ts study and attempt to

foresee Park Avenue at a 46-
foot width rather than at its ex-
isting 40-foot width, To widen
the entire length allat once would
occasion a public outcry;- but to
chip away at the project bit bybit
would eventually achieve tha d=-
sired end result, -

In addition to their widening
goais. the co "‘r‘hsdulmgs alse
eventually propose ther \oiriine-
Park would be curbed along its
length, and mandated that a pro-
perty subdivision proposed in
Fanwood two ysars ago be ac-
companied by curbing. Fanwood
appealed the case to the county
freeholders and was notrequired
to eurh. Scorch Plains has sim=
ilarly appealed the widening dic-

county environmentalisists have
taken a position on street widen=
ing. In cases where most of the
traffic on a county road is of a
local nature, then the decision
on widening should rest primarily
with the citizens of a commun-
ity. B .

Williarn Kluckas, head of the
aewly formed Fanwood Environ-
mental {‘ommission, recentlyre-
ported to the Borough Council on
the advisory from the county
environmentalists. Kluckas said
studies show that 75 percent of
the traffic entering Park-Martine
Avenue from Route 2% is dissi-
pated withinrthetwo communities.

included a fee for demolition of
the old building. However, there
have been and continue fo be
divergent views on the worth of
the building in the furure and
therefore Mayor William Kitsz
said the committee had been
charged with preparing an
in-depth study and recommenda-~
tions. :

The Commitree includes Nor=
man Kerr, formerly a local bus-

inessman and now chairman of

the comunittee; Edward Ander-
son, a professional engineer;
James Brown, a local realtor;
Florence Clark, represeniingthe
Junior Women's Club: Ernest
DiCuolle. an area builder and
member of the Building Commit-

deal with drug use among local
youth, has now found that young
people have dozens of problems,
habits, and needs which aren't
necessarily associated with or
leading to use of drugs. There-
fore, the youth of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood need a source of help
which can provide them with
wiar 2 than education in the pre-
vention of drug abuse,
Young - people have been in-
volved, for example, in vandal-
ism and disorderly conduct,
malicious mischief and larceny,.
assaults and violation of liguor
and drug laws, If the child's
problem isn't drug-associated,
where does he go for help? .Where
is'a free source of the all im-

provide the much needed help.

At present, while final plans
are being made for the new ap-
proach , the center is only open
daily from 3 to 5 p.m. However,
the transition ro a full schedule
will be made as soon as funding
and plans are complete. A 24-
hour Crisis telephone timeisav-
ajlable fuil time, at 273-3900.,

What will the local youth find
available in the future ar 1834
Front Street? Consider first
the differénce in staff. *'DARE"’
oparated with a staff of one - a
person sentbythe “DARE’’ head-
quarters, usually a personwho
had experienced drug problems
and been cured at the “DARE'’
residency in Newark - a facility
for the seriously drug oriented,

5 & date hus not been In other words, Kluckas expla- tee; James Grimsread; Roy . : . o £

t;te.,_ ar{d to ’,ate,h,' pov bEenR -t ] st rnaiority of cars . J el ) } portant counseling which might The staff members did not nac=
required ro provide a 43-foor ined, the vast majority of cars Kurre, also a builder; Helen revent the first offender from  essarily have degrees and/or
roadway. entering are not still on the road Piasecki; Claire S, Riley; Joseph pre = Labal UL =53arily degrees and/or

The UniouCounty Favironmen=
tal Advisery Committes, whose

at irs present rerminus ar Rari-
tan Road.

Fanwood Council Split
On Issue Of Uncollected
Tax Reservg In Budget

The Fanwood Bovrough Council re-introduced its annual budget
for 1973 last Wednesday, with division of opinion in a single area =

the reserve for uncollected taxes.
The budget had been introduced
the previous week, with a public
hearing set for March 7. How-
ever, the two Democratic mem=-

bers pointed out that, in the ab- -

sence of Councilman Van Dyke
Pollitt, Mayor Th2odore Trumpp
cast the tie-breaking vote to ap-
prove the budger - a step which
was illegal, they said., There-
fore the action was repeated last
Wednesday, with a March
14 hearing set. Democrats Ste—
ven Ritter and John Swindlehurst
d:ssented on the budget. While
the two have voiced no objec-
tions to appropriations contained
therein, they do object to the
armount of money set aside in
the reserve for uncollectad taxes.

The Borough now sets aside a
reserve tg cover 4 siruation
wherein eight percent of thetotal
taxes would go unpaid. In ac=
tuality, Rirter and Swindlehurst
say, recent history has shown
that Fanwood needs less than
three percent of the rax total set
aside, since rhe collection record
has been very good. They have
stated that over five percent
more than is required has been

collected and applied to the re~
serve annually since 1966. They
would like to see the reserve per=
centage cut by three percent,
down to a five percent reserve,
over a three-year period, and
they attempted an amendment
which would have cut thereserve
this year from eight to seven
percent which would have cut
taxes by a tatal of $40,000.

The Republicans have repea-
tedly pointed out that, although
it is true rhat less than three
percent of the tax bills are in
arrears, thz money set aside for
the reserve is not money c¢ol-
lected unnecessarily from pro-
perty owners. Whar is left over
each year in the reserve is ap-
plied toward the next year's bud-
get to reduce the amount to be
raised by taxation.

According to  Councilman
Charles Coronella, the point is
that the money being used to fi-
nance the borough must come
from some place , and if it
doesn't come from whar is left
over from the reserve and later
applied to a new budget a5 sur-
plus, it would have to- come:

Scarless, an engineer; and Law-
rence Sprague, ‘

Kitsz also named Dr. Frank
Besson to the Razreation Com-
mission, Dr, Vincent Lindner to
the Committee for Preservation
of Historic Sites; and Charles
Detwiller to the Union County
Heritage Commission.

from taxation anyway. Coronella
has repezatedly cired the excellent
credit rating of the borough as
substantial proof of the effec-
tiveness of current fiscal po-
licies.

Ritter and Swindlehurst have

- challenged wherher the excellent

bond rating can be attributed
whiolly to the reserve fund or to
other contributing factors. The
dollars being collected for the
reserve increase each year, as
the school budger goes up, and
a corresponding eight percent of
higher and higher school budgets
is set aside, Ritter said. He
stated that each year a little
more tax money comes out of
borough pockets than is needed.

To cut the reserve would be
particularly unwise in the cur-
rent period, in the view of Coun-

cilman Van Dyke Pollifl, since

no one is certain of the future
o school funding.

Swindlehurst introduced three
ordinances, all amending the ex-
isting zoning ordinances, and all
concerned with propertyline set-
backs ‘for swimming puols.
Swindlehurst said anopinionren-
dered by the Borough At-
rorney had indicated that the

** Continued ‘on’page’{7

becoming a court case in the fu-
ture? Local police and educa-
tors have pointed out that more

Continued On Page 19

Programs For New
Drop-In Center

1. Testing and evaluation of
juveniles to determine their ab=
ilities and interests, This is to
be done by staff and trained volun=
teers that will aim to: a. elimin-
are destructive activity., b. fa-
cilitate positive activity.

2. Training to meet the needs
of the individual either in the
Cernter or by referral toschools,
technical schools, manpower or
industry.

3. Referral to other agencies
for medical and psyehiatric
treatment.

4, Youth group rap sessions
to learn about themselves and
help solve their problems. To
be given by staff and when nec-
cessary  “outside people’
brought in on specifics.

5. Tutoring service toachieve
equivalency diplomas. Ex-Tea-
chers (volunteers) to perform
this service with school approval.

6. Group counselinginschools
with direct referral to Center.

7. Training and equipping ol-
der youth to work with younger
youth. Tt”aining to be done by
Plainfield Area Chapter Am-=
erican Red Cross thru courses
designed forthis purpose. Taught
by qualified instructors.

8. Constant contacr with Judges
and Police. To be done by Di-

:

rector of Center.

9. Twenty-four hour crisis
intervention. We plan to estab-
lish and seek to relate it with
the on-geing *‘Care Ring’' es-
tablished by Churches in Scotch
Plains.

10. Prison Programs, visiting
and gerting to know juveniles who
could wuse the ’'Center upon
release, 5Staff and chosen vol-
unteers will esrablish this pro-
gram.

11. Provide public prevention
program and encourage peopleto
make use of this facility. To
be implemented by Plainfield Ar-
ea Chapter, American Red Cross,
Public Relations Committee.

12, To seek out the “‘lost
‘youth’” in our communities.
Working with police, churches
and citizenry and referrals from
schools, police and courts.

13, Big Brotheror Sister Pro-
grarn: One to one, Using trained
Volunteers.

Follow up of clients;-

14, Most important and to'be
done by Staff and Trained Vol-
unteers. Dailycheck with youth's
family or school or employer.
These evaluations will hecome
less frequent asthere is evidence
of a positive change in béhavior
pattern,




