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Council-Manager Team Takes
Over In Scotch Plains

Five men who called themselves Township Comrmitteemea in
Scotch Plains ar 11:59 on New Year's Eve got new namas with
the New Year, as S5:zotch Plains introduced its new Council-Man=~
ager form of government, whichreplaces the Township Com-

mittee,
W. Theurer, Alan M.
Newcomb.

From their midst, they elec-=
red William Kitsz to the mayor-
alty. He was Mayor in 1968
and again in 1971. Walter Grote
was elected deputy mayor.

Eventually, the new Council
will hire a full-time town
manager. Forthe interim months
when they are screening appli-
cants, the Council named Mrs.
Shirley Capone to the post of in-
terim townshipmanager,atasal-
ary of $15,000. The salary is
expacted to be higher for a per-
manent town manager. [twasno-
ted that there have been many
applicants for the job, which was
advertised in New York news-
papet‘s and elsewhere,

The five men are all Republicans - William Kitsz, Albert
Augustink, Walter Grote, and B, Lawrence

Mrs Capcme has served as Ad-
ministrative Secretary tothe Ad-
ministrator of Scotch Plains,
from which positioa she has bean
granted & six-month leave of ab-
sence, She also was secretary
to the Planning Board. She re-
ceived high praisefromtown offi-
cials, who pointed out that sha had
assumed the duties of theformer
township administrator when he
left this fall, and had carried on
two positions capably,

““We are delighted she has ac-
cepted, and we couldn't have found
anyone more suitably qualified
to serve during this period,”

Continued On Page 18
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See A Resemblance‘?

The new Scotch Plains Muni-
cipal Building which is under
construction in Park Avenue has
already elicited some negative
citizen comment, and indeed
some rather poor press in re-
cent weeks, The centec of the
zontroversy has been the alleged
failure of the huilding to ad-
here to authentic colonial ar-
chitectural tenets.

Government officjals came to
the defense of the building last
Monday, howaver, as they met
fo- the annual governmental re-
organization mesting.

Former Mayor Albart Theu--
rer, in summing up the year’s
activities, noted the start of con-
srrucrion, and added: ‘'This was
not a quick decision made with

our eyes closed at rhree o'clock
in thz morning."”” Theurer poin-
ted ou: that the building design,
which features two large tow=
ers in the front, is a comprom -
iz2 between colonial and mod=
ern ‘‘that we félt would blend
in'" with other buildings in town.

On The Dais
Tonight...

As we gotopress, last minute
notification of the guests who
plan to attend tonight's Commu=
ter's Forumat Park Junior High
School, 8:00 p.m.

John Kohl, N.]. Commis-
sioner of Transportation.

George Kugler, N, ]. Attorney
General (or his first deputy)

Assemblyman Peter J. Mc-
Donough, R-Union, Chairman of
the N.]J. Assembly Transpor=-
tation Commitree,

Gordon  Fuller, Gensral
Manager of Passenger Opera-
tivns, Central Railroad of N. ],

Want answers on the Central
Railroad dilemma? Attend ths
forum arrangsd by the Fanwood
Borough Counzil. All factions
will be represented = the De-
partment of Transportation, tha
Governor, the Railroad, andthe
State Legislaturel

Walter Grote
said similar towars can be found
in ar least one old building in

Committeeman

colonial Williamsburg. He
showed the above picture from a
book entitled '*Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, Jts Buildings and Gar-
dens,’’ by Kocker and Dearstyne.

reat

Meeting Set For Tonight In

Park Jr. High Auditorium

The very first
1838,

The town actually got

railroad came
seven years after it was chartered on February 9, 1831,
its pame fromthe president of the rail-

chugging through Fanwood in

road line, John Taylor Johnson, and about 350 acres surround-
ing the railroad line were ownad by the Central Land Improve-

meat Company.

Since its beginnings, the
railroad has played a prime
role in Fanwood life, for the
comtnuting aspects have drawn
many a homeowner to the bor-
ough and land values have inch-
ed steadily upward as homes
easily accessible to New York
offices have grown in demand.
Therefore, it is with grave con-
cern that Mayor Theodore
Trumpp has responded to the
threat of a railroad shutrdown on
January 21. He has called a
forum for commuters, to be held
tonight, Thursday, January 4, at
Park Junior High Schcgli

The forum is at 8:00 p.m. and
is open to all area commuters.

Assemblyman Pater ], MaDan-
ouch, chairman of the Assembly
Comrmittee on Transportation
and Mr. Gordon R, Fuller, Gen-
eral Manage r of Passenger Op-
erations, Central Railroad of
New Jersey, will be presan: to
discuss th2 recent court order
directing the CN]J to abandon
passenger service and to answer
the public's guestions regarding
it.

‘* We have seen conflicting
newspaper accounts regarding
the U5, District Court order, ani
the appeal, later withdrawn, that
would  have challenged that
order, Mayor Trumpp said.
Thé Many and Cguncil hav’a in-

ruters frc am surmundmg com=-
miniries, and have utilized every
avajlable means to alert local
commuters, including distribu=
tion of circulars at the Corner
Store, the Scozchwood Pnarmacy
and the railroad sration.

Council President Van Dyke
Pullitt, who conceived the forum
idea, noted that ''press accounts
since the court order was issued
on December 18 have done little
to eliminate the confusion
rezarding this essentijal service,
Instead, it appears that eachfac-
tion has been more interested in
justifying their positions in the

,Listening Pcrst

The regular monthly Listen-
ing Post sessien conducted by
Scotch Plains Committeemen .
Alan Augustine, Walter Grote
and B, Lawrence Newcomb has
been set for Saturday, from 10

to 12 noon. The public is in-
i vited to the informal mesting,
whiqh is held on the first Sat-
urday morning of each monthin
the Commlttee Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, Park Avenue,
S“urch hams.

"‘E'
anks

pr‘ESS rather than t@the suffering
commuters. The forum willhelp
clarify these positions and give
the commuters some idea re=
Continued On Page 3

Student Is

Board Of Ed.

Candidate

Steven R, Markscheid, a resi-
dent of Scotch Plains for 13
years, has anaounced his candi-
dacy for the Board of Educa-

tion. Mr, Markscheid attended
Shackamaxon School, Coles
Sch..el, Terrill Junior High
_S.,hcml and ,gackate ; from.
S ten” Plathi E-arnwacd H;gh
last hine, .+ £ TR

He is currently Enrcllej at
Princeton University.

Markscheid has raught French
at Brumnzr Scheol on a regular
basis and has also assisted in

STEVEN R, MARKSCHEID

instructional programs at Shack-
amaxon and McGinn Schools.
Narional Merit Scholar, he was
the first recipient of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Post
#10122 Amerjcanism Award, He
has also worked extensively with
the lolice and town council on
the problem of durg abuse in che
community,

Mr, Markscheid views in his
election an opportunity for the
township to achieve a more di-
verse representation on the
school board. Aszafull-time stu=
dent. he' feels capable of offering
valuable insight into specific pro=
blems and needs of the education-
al system. Grateful for the fine
-education he has received in
Scotch Plains, Mr.Markscheidis
anxious to maintain the excel-
lence which has distinguished our
sch. ol system. He is pursuing
a degree in public affairs and
plans to attend law school.




