
Girl Scout Gift
Mobile In
Fanwood

Just in time for holiday gift

community, A wide variety of
modestly priced items are avail-
able for examination and sale,
with appeal to Brownies and
Scouts of all ages. Including to-
tables for camp and travel, belts,
bags, creative crafts, jewelry,
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Maintenance Code
Needs More Study
Formal Public Hearing
Is Set For December 13

The proposed Property Maintenance Code now pending before the
Fanwood Borough Council may have some changes as a result of
a lengthy informal public hearing which was conducted last month.
The ordinance, which spalls out maintenance standards for residen-
tial and business properties throughout Fanwood, will have a formal
public hearing, and possibly a final vote by the Council, next Wed-
nesday, December 13.

According to Councilman John
Swindlehurst, Chairman of the
Building and Zoning Committee,
the committee had met with the
Mayor to go over the objections
and suggestions offered by the
public at the informal hearing.
As a result, the Committee will
suggest ohanges, to ba incorpo-
rated in the form of amendments
to the code,

Among the recommended
changes, Swindlehurst pointed
out, would be the clarification
of the meaning and purpose of
"certificate of compliance." As
initially spelled out in the ordin-
ance, the Public Officer would,
upon written request cause an in-
spection to be made and, if no
violations exist, or if violations
are found to exist which are then
corrected, shall issue a certifi-
cate stating that the premises
were found to comply with the
maintenance code. The fee for
the inspection would have been
$10, and would have been paid
by the owner of the inspected
premises. This area had a r -
oused considerable public com-
ment ai the informal hearing,
with residents claiming that such
an open policy could lead to
harrassment of one neighbor by
another, that the fee would not
be legal, etc. Now, under the
proposed change, Swindlehurst
said the certificate of compli-
ance %vould be issued to realtors,
savings institutions, or similar
business establishments for their
purpose, and not to anyone whose
premises are to be inspected.

Furthermore, Swindlehurst
said, there would be proposed
the deletion of "certain extrane-
ous definitions and phraseology,
and the inclusion of a definition
of the Board of Appeals. The
ordinance now pending had stated

that those who wished to appeal
decisions made regarding the
code could do so through a Board
of Appeals, but the composition,
size, and appointment of that body
had not been detailed, which some
citizens questioned.

Another question which had
been raised by the public was
that of just how inspections would
be made and who would initiate
them. The ordinance had not
made this area clear to many
of those in the audience at the
informal hearing. This would
be clarified under another pro-
posed chanp, the Councilman
noted, and the changes would also
suggest a revision of the section
pertaining to the Public Officer
and the power vested in him in
the code as introduced. The
Building Inspector would pefve
as the Pu'ralic Officer responsible
for the enforcement of the code.
Under the proposed changes, the
power would be vested in mors
than one person.

The penalties would be changed
under the Committee's list of
suggestions, and would match
those now established for viola-
tions of the zoning ordinance,
being "no morethana $200fine,"

Swindlehurst said the opinions
and criticisms received from
the public had been invaluable in
helping the Committee to ob-
tain reactions and to gather a gen-
eral impression. It is hoped that
those with opinions will come
once again on Wednesday to ex-
press themselves for the formal
record and to react to the pro-
posed changes in the code.

The changes to be proposed
will not necessarily be accep-
ted, he noted, nor will possible
changes in the code be limited to
only those detailed above.

Freeholders Drop Park
Avenue Widening Project

The observers almost outnum-
bered the citizens with problems
at the December Listening Post
last Saturday morning at Town
Hall, The problems brought be-
fore Township Committeemen
Walter Crete, Alan Augustine and
Larry Newcomb ranged from
zoning to leaf pick-up to snow
removal. Several citizens ex-
fires sed concern about wha~ mighr
happen to rhe ^cliool 1 property
now that Scorch Plain• -Faiiwood
School Board has announced :he
property is for sale. The com-
mitteemen noted that the pur-
chaser of this property will have
to abide by the same zoning r e -
strictions as apply to the pro-
perty adjacent to School 1,

In the course of discussing
the problems of leaf pick-up,
Committeeman Augustine noted

that some 35,000 cubic yards of
leaves have been removed from
Scotch Plains streets so far this
Fall, He also noted that the
Public Works Department r e -
ports they have now finished
three complete circuits of the
township streets.

One citizen's problem gave
the three committeemen a chance
to push for greater citizen par-
ticipation in the mu.ithly recycle
programs that are conducted at
the Fanwood Railroad Station by
the jaycees. These collections of
old nflwspaperi, bottles and me:al
cans occur the third Saturday of
each month and are supported by
both the Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood town governments.

One particularly complex pro-
blem involved possible changes

Loitering Ordinance
Passes Over Some
Audience Objections

Taxes Paid Up?
The Scotch Plains Tax Collec-

tor has advised that a list of
delinquent 'axes or assessments
will be advertised in next week's
issue of The Times,

Listening Post
Draws Light
Crowd

The Scotch Plains governing
body recently received a com-
munique from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders
regarding the long-sought relief
from the necessity of widening
Park Avenue, The freeholders
said they had received numerous,
complaints from residents and
a request from the governing
body to eliminate the county plan-
ning board mandate that park
Avenue be widened from 40 to 46
feet in the area where new con-
struction Is underway at the new
municipal building. The free-
holders said the Roads and Brid-
ges Committee has givendue con-
sideration to the proposed widen-
ing and has concluded that the in-
terests of the county "do not r e -
quire commencement of said
widening at this time.11

"The Board of Freeholders
does hereby notify the Township
of Scotch Plains that It is not
their intention to proceed with
said widening of Park Avenue"
the statement said.

The county Master Plan shows
an ultimate width of 46 feet
for full length of Park Avenue in
the future. Local citizens t.r-
gued that a patchwork widening,
beginning just in front of the
municipal building, was pointless
and would serve only to destroy
stately trees there,

Final Leaf
Go-Round
The Public Works De-

partment of Scotch Plains has
announced that the fourth and
fina 1 town roundup of leaves is
underway. The next time a leaf
truck passes a street during
the next few days will be the
final trip on that street.

Weather permitting, the final
round will continue through De-
cember 15,

in drainage being caused by the
county's construction oftheMe.r-
tine Avenue extension. The com-
mitteemen noted the Township
Engineer will be asked ;oeoiuj<i;i:
with chr. conn.-y's engineer further
on rhls.

Bill Would Allow Police
Some Discretionary Powers

The anti-loitering ordinance introduced last month became law
this month, with a few objections voiced regarding areas of concern.
The ordinance spells out the types of loitering which are prohibi-
ted. These include loitering which leads to breaches of p-aace,
either in the form of public nuisance, disturbing the peace and
tranquility of others, using obscene language to another, etc. It
permits the police to make the determination, usingtheir best judge-
ment, as to whether a person's presence in a public place is causing
or is likely to cause a violation of the ordinance. However, the
police do not just arrest as they spot offenders. The violation occurs
after the illegal loiterer refuses to leave at police request.

Gerald Walssman of 15 Canter- — — — — — - — _ _ _ _ _ _
bury Drive felt tha law was quite
arbitrary, set up against young
people, "The Council should be
concerned with doing something
constructive like uslngthis build-
ing for teenagers. We aiwmys
seem to go a step further in
repression," Weissman said.

The Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom,
Union County Chapter, Carol
Sparber and Myrna Slamowltz
co-chairmen, also registered op-
position. While mothers sitting
in a park Idly could be subject
to suspicion under the ordinance,
no one would believe they would
be apprehended, the two co-
chairmen said, claiming that the
statute seems to be discrimina-
tory against teenagers and they
suggested that the committee find
a public place for teens to go
instead of attempting to chase
them away,

Mr. Goldstein of Orchard
Drive asked that the amendment
be tabled until there is an a l -
ternate place for teens to p t h e r .
"The problem is we have lots of
kids, an overflow, which makes
it cumbersome, 'ihey are bound
to be loud and boisterous, but
they need a spot,"

Mayor Albert Thsurec and oth-
er Committeemen pointed out an
aspect of the ordinance which
they feel the public doesn't fully
comprehend - the fact that the
person who is loitering in a
manner to cause violations is
first requested by the police to
leave that place. It is only after
the violator refuses that he would
be apprehended, Theurer noted.

Theurer said he truly did not
want the law to be used against
teermj3r'i. Hcwavs-, ha painted
out, problems have arisen in pub-
lic places when young people ga-
ther in a way which discourages
or forbids the use of these areas
by adults, and elderly people,
Tha front of the library and the
doorway of Buxton's ice cream
store were examples cited.

Ron Jayson of 538 Cedar Street
asked why the ami-loitering bill
was necessary since the viola-
tions spelled out in it are a l -
ready prohibited in other areas
of township and state legisla^
lion, Theurer said it has been
difficult for police to go thr-
ough th«s volumes of ordinances,
and this law is definitive, with
all offenses spelled out in one
place. It is an added tool, he
said.

A teenager representing the
high school newspaper said in his
view not too many teenagers feel
as oppressed as some might
think. Kids kn^w when they're
breaking the law, screaming late
at night, obstructing traffic, etc.,
he said.

The recreation program of-
fered in Scotch Plains for the
entertainment of children and
teens came in for praise,

In other matters, the Com-
mittee received a com plaint from
Harry L, .Jaffee* of 2248 Con-
cord Road concerning a rail fence
which separates his property
from a walkway which children
use to and from school, Hs has

Continued On Page 22

An Election —
But No
Candidates?

"The Board of Education ran an
election, but nobody ran ," Is it
possible this will be a Times
headline next February, when r e -
gular elections will be held for
three seats on the Board of Ed-
ucation? 7 7 To date, the joint
Civic Committee has not found
any candidates to fill the two
Scotch Plains openings on the
Board,

The three seats which will be
available are those currently held
by Richard Bard-from Fanwood,
and Sheldon Anderson and Walter
Siff from Scotch Plains. Bard
will definitely run again, he said
last month. To date, there have-
been no declarations from any
insurgents for Bard's seat. In
Scotch Plains, Anderson de-
finitely will not seek re-election
and Siff Is unsure.

The joint Civic Committee is
a group which organizes annu-
ally for the sole purpose of
seeking candidates to sponsor for
election to the Board, It in-
cludes representatives from 14
civic organizations, according
to Joan Papen, who is Committee
president this year, The Com- ,
mlttee members have sought can-
didates extensively, Mrs, Papen
said, but so far have come up
with no candidate from Scotch
Plains. She asked anyone intend-
ing to file for a seat tu notify
her at 889-2396.

The filing deadline,for Board
seats is Decamber 28.


