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Thanksgiving Is Here -

Busy Holiday Schedule

In Both Communities
Thanksgiving Eve (that's today, fulksl) finds the Scoich Plains-

Fanwoud community busy with dozens of plans for a fesiive and
warm holiday. Tonight is the big night, with activities which com-

binz n stalgia, excitement, and

Homecoming ‘72 begins at 6:30
p.m. this evening, with a rally ar
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
Schuol track. The festivities in-
clude a parade of floatsfromthe
various clubs and ourganizations
at the schuol, the crowning of the
Homecuming Queen, perfuorman=
ces by the color guard, twirlers,
rock groups, chesrs, and of
cuurse the tops in talent from
“"Buap's Trueps’t =~ thz high
school marching band. Alumni
return tonight, the cuach gives
a pre-gamertalktounight, and thare
are refreshmeats inths cafeteria
following the vurdour fun.

The meaning of Thanksgiving
will come tu the fure a bir later
in the evening, with the start of
a cumrnunity Thanksgiving pro-
gram.

The Thanksgiving Eve=Unity
Service spunsored by the Fan-
wood~3cotch Plains Ministerium
will be held at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church on Mar-
tine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The service will be neld on\Wed-
nesday evening at 8:00 p.m. and
will be fullowed by a time for
fellowship and refreshments in
the duwnstairs hall, Thetheme of
this years service is “THANKS-
GIVING FOR OUR UNITY IN
CHRIST'' and will include choirs,
layman and clergy from the Chur-
ches of Fanwood-=5cutch Plains.
Members of the sponsoring
churches are: [mmaculate Heart
of NMary, Willuw Grove Presbv-
terian, First United M ethodist,

the trus spirit of Thanksgiving.

All Saints Episcopal, Fanwwuod
Presbyterian, Scotch  Plains
Church of Christ, Gethsemane
Lutheran, Saint Bartholomew the
Apustle, Terrill Road Baptist,
St. Jjohn's Baptist, and Scotch
Flains Baptist Church. The pub-
lic is cordially invited ro attend
this service.

The Thanksgiving game
*'kicks off’’ the big dav irself, as
the high schoel Raider team
maets Clark, Band fesrivities
will include, parhaps for the last
rime ar a halftime, the traditiun-
al theme *'The Horse,”' and also
‘"Hawaii 50, *Biues and
Brass,' ete,

What's a Thanksgiving game
withour the tear-jerking **Exn=
duz,'’ thai Sulemn moment
when the ourgoin'g seniurs march«
of the band ranks, and the cheer~
out of the band ranks, ani the
cheerleading, twirling and color
guard captains rturn over the
leadership to juniors for next
year? Needless tusay,there will
he an "Exudus’™ again this
Thanksgiving dav.

The cunclusiun f the Thanks-
giving events will be a high
schoul Humecoming Dance, fea-
turing the semi-prufessional
“Decuys.'’ The dance is from
8 tu 11 p.m. at the high schoal
cafeteria, admission $1.30, ex-
cept for alumni, whoy pay vnly 75¢
each,

Happy Turkey Day Ailll11

High School Seniors Seek
“Open Lunch Policy

Seniors at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School have approached
the Board of Education, seeking approval for a new *‘open lunch"’

policy at the high school.

December monthly meeting,

Under ‘‘open lunch,'’ seniors
assigned to lunch and/or study
hall during periads four, fiveand
six of the school day (anywhere
from 10:54 a.m. to 1:18 p.m.)
would be permitted to leave
school grounds, They do not now
have such a privilege.

Under the plan recommended
for a one-month trial basis by the
Student Council, the departing
senior would be required toshow
an identification card as he lefr
from one of two designated *'de-
parture areas.’” An atendance
sheet listing those students who
checked in and out during this
time peried would be circulated
daily to administration and fa=
culty.

Any student participating in
the *"ope n lunch'’ policy would
be required tw have asigned per-
mission slip from his parents and
anyone who cut a class tuleave
campus illegally during thethree
pericds would be remaoved {rum
the ‘*'open lunch'’ program and
would face disciplinary action.
The student Council would plan
to contact loucal police each day
during the trial pericd to deter-

The Board of Education has not made a
decision in the mater yet, but hopes to rule on the matter at the

=

mine whether any students had
been involved in movingautovio=
lations. No food would be par-
mitted to be brought back into
the school,

Dr. Peter Britton, Board
President, said there are many
considerations and ramifica-
tions. . Among the many, many
points which the Board will dis-
cuss are such martters as whe-
ther such a policy should ex-
tend tu only seniors or to theen=
tire student body, whether there
should be two or more exits used
for departure, etc.

Board member Sheldon Ander=
son remarked on the excellent
preparation and presentation
made by the students when making
the appeal.

The Board appruved approxi-
mately 20 new c.urses for the
1973=74 high school curriculum.
Surne old courses will be dropped
for lack of student interest and
other reasons,  Included among
the 20 new courzes (5 the con-
Lroversial driver  education
cuurse, dropped from the curei=
culura several years dgo in the
interests of ccapamny.

One Hundred Attend
Property Maintenance
Code Informal Hearing

We have many things
to be grateful for
this Thanksgiving.
Your support is

counted among those
blessings.

From The Staff
Of

THE TIMES

e L S N B N e

Run Again? One
Yea, One Nay,
One Question

December 238 is the filing date
for PBoard of Educarion candi-
dates, with three seats to be va-
cated. From Scotch Plains, Shel-
don Anderson and \valter Siffare
up for re-election, while Richard
Bard’s term runs out from Fan-
wood. Will they run again?

After nine years on the Board,
Sheldon Anderson says he has
made the very difficult decisiun
not to seek re-election. It'stime
for new blood, he feels. Walter
Siff is undecided at present. He
has served for a single year.

Richard Bard, now vice pres-
ident of the Board, will runagain.
Bard will seek a second three-
year term.

Does approval of the new
curriculum assure that driver
education will be in the sched=
ule for next year? No. The ap-
proval was made with the under-
standing that the course will be
offered if the budger permits.

Can the public vote separately
on putting driver education back
intu the budget, the Superinten=
dent was asked by a member of
the audience. While such an ap-
pruach might be possible, Super=
intendent Fred [Laberge wouldnot
favor it, since voting on areas
of the budget piecemeal could
lead tu a most involved veote in
Lthe future.

‘'he Board approved a toral of
$51,000 in pay hikes fur a total
of 10 schuol nurses. A recent
state ruling puts nurses on 2
par with the teacher salary guide,
necegsitatingg larpe salary jumps

Camtinued On Page 15

Audience Reaction Negative ,
Formal Hearing Set For Dec. 13

If anvbody in Fanwood fully favors the Property Maintenance Cede
which is currently before the Fanwood Borough Council for consid-
erarion, that resident stayed hume by the hearth on Monday night.
Almost 100 other residents turned out for an infurmal public hear-
ing at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, and a vast majority of

them spoke, and spuke negatively.

No actiun was taken on the or=
dinance, which was intr.duced ar
the Qctober meeting of the Coun~
cil. The legally required formal
public hearing, and possibly a
final vote, will occur on Decem~
ber 13 when the Council convenss
for its regular monthly meeting.

The code provides a system
whereby properties, both com-
mearcial and residential, would be
maintained well, with the Build-
ing Inspectur to act as public of-
ficer, inspectingbuildings and/or
properties whan a complaint
comes to his attention. When a
pr party is inspected following
a complaint, that property owner
would be charged a 510 inspection
fea, regardless of the validity
of the complaint. People wguld
be respunsible fordogexcrement
and ovarhanging branches, paint=
ing of homes and crumblingbrick
on stairways,

The audience began witha basic
questivn: Why do we need it at
all? And how did we get to this
stage, with suchlegislation pend-
ing? According to two different
members of the Planning Board,
the body which drafred the code,
five or six years ago there were
some real problem properties
within Fanwood - rundown homes
which the Borough was powerless
tedo anything about. Since than,
i1 the opinion of the planners,
these nroperties have been im-
proved and, in their view, there
isn't a property todayin Fanwoud
to which the code should be
brought to bear,

One man questioned the right
of the guverning body constitu-~
ticnally to concern itself with
private property. “It's like try-
ing to legislate religion or mor-
ality, and unwittingly this type of
thing could grow up inside this
ordinance.'’

**Our rights as owners of pri-
vate proparly are endangered,’’
said anuther, **and private pro-
perty is not opeén or conirolled
by the public.'’

Telling citizenz how to main-
tain their property shuws lack
of confidence in the  citizenry,
stated anuther from the audience.

Still anuther man questivned

the need for a code at all. “I'm
awed by all this legalese. It's
stunning tu me,'’ he said, He

expressed the opiniun that Fan-
woud is a comfurtable cummun-
ity, friendly, with neighborhuod
pride, and he said hes sees no
evidence o  the ‘‘creeping
blight'" which the cude is inten-

ded to cure,

Sume observers fell that stite
haard of health ades could be
hrought 1o bear i many of the
sftumtfons which the cwde was

intended to cover. Melford Tier-
ze of MNidway Avenue said the
Council ¢ uld cure many of the
"more onoreus’’ situations un-
der existing ordinances. He ad-
vised the Council to draw up a
list of undesirable situations,
and tou examine them in light of
whether they could be dealt with
under current laws.

Tietze said he fesls the com~
munity is opposed, and he won-
dered how *far we have tu go”’
to influénce the Council in the
same direction. s the Conicil
in anunalterable position? Tierze
asked. Councilman John Swin-
dlehurst, who presided over the
public hearing, said the informal
hearing was not the place for a
declaration of position onthe part
of the Councilmen. Tietze said
he had felt perhaps the initial

Continued Ou Page 24

Area Chamber
Hails PATH Line

Annuuncements by Governor
William Cahill and Board Chair-
man Donald McNaughton of Pru-
dential Insurance Company of
America, -have been hailed by
Plainfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce President, Paterson Bond
as **major actions cuntributing
to the solid and sound economy
of the plainfield Area.’’

Bond noted that expectations
of the PATH Link coming to
Plainfield were something the
Chamber had long worked
and hoped for as a *‘boon to the
econumy’’ of the core city of
Plainfield. He added, *‘that our
campaign to have PATH exten-
ded beyond Cranford was sup-
ported by a great many organi-
zations and communities and |
wish to thank them for helping
to make this become a reality.'’
Bond expressed special thanks
fur Governor Cahill's assistance
and noted that the city of Plain-
field should prepare to assist
in wharever way possible tu ex-
pedite improvements necessary
for the PATH system tu come
into the city of Plainfield.

Commenting on Prudential’s
announcement to build in South
Plainfield, the Chamber Presi-
dent stated that ‘‘the vote of
confidence,”” 45 he terms it,
would have national impact. He
added that the Chamber was ready
to assist in any way pussible in
making the move a smooth vne,

1 look forward totheday when
we can welcume these twu in=
stitutions into our area,'” said
Bond.



