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New Tt ,-iip Council

Albert Thturer Alon M. Augustine

Fanwood Elects

Van Dyke j . Pollitt John A, McColl

Fanwood Plans Board
Explains Workings Of
Maintenance Code

A prupoifid property Maintenance Code was introduced and passed
on first reading by the Fanwood Borough Council at their regular
meeting on Octuber 11, 1972, The proposed code, the result of
several years study by the Borough planning Board, was initiated
at the request of the Mayor and Council, It was approved by both the
1971 and 1972 planning Boards.

This article is the first of two
aimed at informing borough resi-
dents of the intent and scope
of the code and encouraglngthem
to participate in the two scheduled
public Hearings on Monday, No-
vember 20, and Wednesday, De-
cember 13, prior to final consid-
eration.

This first article, prepared by
planning Board members, deals
primarily with the background
and need for such a cede. The
second article will explain more
fully the proposed workings of
the code, A complete copy of
the Property Maintenance Code
wag published in the legal sec-
tion of this paper's October 19th
edition.

The aim of the code is to en-
courage Fanwood property own-
ers, operators and tenants, to
keep their property in good re -
pair, free of unsightly accumula-
tions of debris so as to preserve
it generally in as-built condition.
This is the general definition of
maintenance. The proposed code
tfpplies primarily to properties
exposed to public view and use.
It is proposed to be administered
by a public Officer who will add
this function to the present du-
ties of Building inspector, Tax
Assessor and Zoning Officer. No
regular inspections of homes or
properties is planned by this or-
-fUnance for this official, but com-

plaints of alleged violations from
citizens or other agents of the
Borough will be Investigated in a
routine fashion.

The planning Board designed
this code as a logical adjunct to
the Zoning and Subdivision Or-
dinances, both of which are de-
signed to provide sufficient lo-
cal control of property use to pro-
tect the people living in the bor-

.ough. The proposed code does
not infringe on the controls exer-
cised for new construction un-
der the guilding Code, or on the
regulations exercised by the Fire
prevention Bureau, or on the nec-
essary enforcement of public
Laws by our police, or on mat-
ters under the jurisdiction of
the Board of Health. Rather this
code applies when lack of main-
tenance and progressive de-
terioration will cause certain
properties to create a blighting
condition, which if not curtailed
and corrected may grow and
spread and in time require the
expenditure of large amounts of
public or private funds to cor-
rect,

. The code, therefore, pro-
tects the health, safety and wel-
fare of persons living in the
borough byestablishingminlmum
standards governing mainten-
ance, appearance, and conditions
of industrial, commercial and
residential properties. Logical
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GOP's Retain Control Of
Governing Bodies In
Plains & Fanwood

Free Flue Shots
For Seniors

Free flu shots will be available
for senior citizens of Fanwood.
The "shots will be administered by
the borough physician on
November 20 between l;30 and,
2; 00 p,m, at the Fanwood
Community Center, north side
of the railroad station.

The shots are free to all sen-
ior citizens, not just those
belonging to the official Senior
Citizens organization. The spon-
soring agency is the Fanwood Re-
creation Commission,

procedures are proposed that will
fix responsibilities and duties of
property owners and operators to
protect their neighbor from con-
ditions which directly affect pro-
perty values and endanger their
comfort. This code, like the Sub-
division and Zoning Ordinance, is
not intended to be arbitrarily ap-
plied. Considerable attention to
this critical feature has been
expended in preparing the pro-
posed code. Although the code
does provide for correction of
onerous conditions if voluntary
compliance is not secured, the
basic objective is a flexible, per-
suasive approach by the public
Officer to secure compliance. As
always, the combination of valid
and well conceived ordinances
plus thoughtful application by
dedicated people is fundamental
to insuring a desirable place in
which to live and work.

Adjoining towns and com-
munities throughout the state
have enacted similar codes, ex-
amples are- Plainfield, North
Plainfleld, Westfield, East Or-
ange and Salem,

Readers' comments are invited
to both this article and the pub-
lished code. Questions will be
answered In the subsequent ar-
ticle. Everyone is urged to
attend the informal public Hear-
ing which is to be held at Fan-
wood Borough Hall, 130 Watson
Road, at 8:00 P.M. on Monday,
November 20, 1972,

But — Margin Of Victory

Was Too Close For Comfort
AS a Republican President, Richard M. Nixon, carried the nation

and the Scotch plains-Fanwood community by a landslide, local
Republicans in both communities eked out measly victories, Al-
though all the local government contests were won by GOP men,
the victors were strongly challenged by a very healthy showing
from Democrats in both Scotch plains and Fanwood - with narrow
margins the order of the day everywhere, „ -_. — _= - ^ ^

who now serve as Committee-
FANWOOD

Incumbent Councllmen Van
Dyke poliitt and Tony McCall
hung onto their Council seats
for another three-year term,
just nosing out Democrats Rich-
ard Bonner and Howard "Van"
Towle, pollitt has served on
the Council for seven years ,
while McCall is a relative new-
comer, named last year to fill
the unexpired term of jerome
Borye^ who resigned,

Only 93 votes separated
McCall and Bonner when unof-
ficial absentee returns were
tallied. The vote in this close
race was- pollitt-2362,McCall -
2181, Bonner - 2088, Towle -•
2054. The absentee voters (un-
official count) cast 202 votes for
pollitt, 128 for Bonner, U6 for
Towle andl87for McCall.

The local campaign in Fan-
wood was one of the hardest
fought in that borough's politi-
cal history, as Dems sought to

, gain two more seats on the
Council, There are now two
Democrats serving on the gov-
erning body, which includes four
Republican Councllmen and a Re-
publican Mayor, Elsewhere on
the ballot, Fanwood was GOP all
the way, by more than 2 to 1.

Nixon gathered 2948 presiden-
tial votes in Fanwood, while Me
Govern tallied 1083.

The Fanwoodites chose Repub-
lican Matthew Rinaldo 2721 over
Democrat jerry English, 1274
In the race for Representative,
and they favored incumbent GOP

SCOTCH PLAINS

men in Scotch Plains will serve
as the Councilmen when the new
government Is seated In Janu-
ary, The victorious candidates,
who won by very close votes,
are Alan Augustine, B, Law-
rence Neweomb, Walter Grote,
William Kitsz, and Albert Theur-
er, Augustine was top vote-get-
ter of the five.

The Democratic team pre-
sented a real challenge
as the five Republicans and four
of the five Democrats on the
ballot all tallied votes in the
4,000 range, but the Dems were
unable to overturn the Repub-
lican domination. Only 80
votes separated top Democratic
candidate Anne Wodjenski and
Albert Theurer at the polls. How-
ever, absentee ballot unofficial
count widened the Theurer vic-
tory.

The vote registered at the
polls; Augustine - 4802, B.
Lawrence Neweomb - 4,762,
Walter Grote - 4,740, William
Kitsz - 4,719, Albert Theur-
er - 4,601. The Democratic
vote ; Anne Wodjenski - 4,521,
Donald Dinitzio -4,430, Sylves-
ter Green - 4,260, Philip j ,
Carroll - 4,083, and Louis Ben-
der - 3,946.

Independent candidate Marvin
Agran gathered 2,517 votes.

Continued On Page 8

A new form of government -
Council-Manager Plan B - will
replace the present Township
Committee on January I, but
the faces will remain the same.
The five incumbent Republicans

For The

VOTE BY
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