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Sch ^oard Votes
5-3 ^ x/iscontinue
Mid-winter Vacation

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education voted last Thurs-
day to discontinue the one-week mid-winter vacation each Feb-
ruary, and replace It with a smattering of individual holidays through-
out the school year. These will include Washington's Birthday
(which usually marked the start of the mid-svinter recess), Colum-
bus Day, Martin Luther King's birthday, Yorn Kippur and Lineolns
birthday and Veterans Day. The vote was split, 5 to 3.

Voting in favor of the demise of
the February week, longheralded
by skiers and resorters, were
Board President Peter N. Grit-
ton, John McCormick, Lee Rellly,
Walter Siff and Charles Fer-
guson. In opposition were Shel-
don Anderson, Richard Bard,and
Meyer Freiman, Joseph Parry
was absent.

Anderson expressed the op-
inion that the elimination of the
vacation sveek would result in a
"repercussion," and felt the new
calendar was "not suitable," At
the present time, the Scotch
Plains -Fanwood district is one of
five in Union County which donot
have a school holiday on the birth-
day of Martin Luther King. While
the majority of districts do honor
the birthday of the civil rights
leader, few enjoy the same mid-
winter s-acation which Scotch
Plains-Fanwood does. Wesffield
still has a weok off in mid-
winter, as do i.-Uist Orange and
.MvJHclair, but Uie vast majority
of other districts in the state only
have Christinas and Spring holi-
day sveeks.

While public reaction to the
demise of the mid-winter
vacation has not yet surfaced,
response from the teaching staff
was immediate. Mrs, Ellen
Davis, president of the Scotch
Plains-Panwood Education As-
sociation, asked that action be
deferred until after consultation
with the administration and staff.
The teachers might be able to
provide ideas for "wiser use of
the time," Mrs, Davis said,
noting that the new calendar was
"very different from what we're
used to ,"

Board President Peter Brit-
ton said the move had not been

made as a result of requests from
any local groups, but had been
decided upon following discus-
sions of the Board alone.

The board meeting was attend-
ed by about ten students from
Terrill Junior High School, who
presented a petition signed by
500 students at the junior high,
expressing concern over "the
furor" which arose at the Jan-
uary board meeting regarding a
Martin Luther Klngdayassembly
at Terrill , During the January
meeting, one parent had
questioned whether the black na-
tional anthem had been sung at
the assembly, which was com-
pulsary for all Terri l l students.
Since that time, the board
received a letter from James j ,
Mopes objecting to the program
and asking that Terril l Principal
Francis Dessert and Superinten-
dent of Schools Fred Leberge be
reprimanded for permitting it,
Brittnn saw no cause for such
a •."•lion, he said.

The Terril l students not only
saw no cause, they svould like to
see more of the same type of pro-
grams as that presented by the
Black Student .Union. They in-
vited open discussion of the issue
with the public attending the
meeting, but none chose to d i s -
cuss it. According to the stu=
dents' petition, the program was
"a rich and enlightening learning
experience." The groupapoke of
the late Dr. King, and black his-
tory, and the assembly provided
an opportunity for personal in-
terchange on the "controversial
topic "~ prejudice," the students
said. The school, which numbers
800-900 students, is more than 90
percent white.

A.W. Freeland Reinstated
By Marburger As Assistant
School Superintendent

Although last year's Board of Education Intended to deny tenure
to former Assistant Superintendent for Business Alfred VV. Free-
land liist Spring, apparently a slip-up in the correct procedural tac-
tics has negated the board's actions, Freeland has been reinstated
in the job, according to a decision made this week by N . j . Com-
mission Carl Marburger, Marburger further ordered that Free-
land be paid back salary and benefits retroactive to last July 1
subject to reduction by his other earnings since then.

On April 29, 1971, the Board
of Education in a split decision
voted not to renew Preeland's
contract, and so informed Free-
land next day by letter. The
action was taken despite the rec -
commendatioii for granting of
tenure by Superintendent of
Schools Fred Laberge. How-
ever, the board did' not specifi-
cally " f i re" Freeland - therby
permitting him to serve in the
Assistant Superiiitendnent capa-
city until June 30, when he had
met the three-year calendar r e -
quirements for tenure.

Subsequently, Freeland left the
district and assumed a similar

post in Montgomery, Somerset
Gpunty. lie filed suit against the
local district on the tenure Issue,
With the suit pending, the As-
sistant Superintendent for Bus-
iness post has not been filled.

Marburger noted that the board
could "easily' ' have denied ten-
ure to Freeland any time prior
to June 30, 1 L>71 by exercising the
60-day clause in its contract
with him, terminating his
services before that date. How-
ever, since that requirement svas
not met, Marburger said lie must
support "strlck interpretation"
of tenure statutes even though

Governor's Tax Study
Committee Proposes
Broad Revenue Reforms

Halpin Warns
Of Redistricting
Dangers

Union County Clerk Walter G.
Halpin has Issued a warning that
the citizens of Union County are
in double jeopardy and may face
a financial primary election bur-
den because of the drawn out de-
lay in Congressional redis-
tricting by the State Legislature
and the possibility of eleven
slates of delegates to the Na-
tional Democratic convention this
coming July,

"The Governor, the New
Jersey Congressional delegation,
last year's and the present leg-
islature have all been playing a
game of cat and mouse in regard
to the law requiring reshaping
of Congressional districts fol-
lowing the 1970 census. I wouldn't
be surprised if the Courts make
up their minds for them, and
rhis is what they are looking for
to get them off the hook," Mai-
pin said.

He further stated that the State
Legislature is locked in to the
June 6, 1972 primary inasmuch
as both parties, under our sys-
tem, must elect their delegates
to the National conventions a l -
ready scheduled for July and Aug-
ust, so any hope of advancingNew
Jersey's statutory June primary
to September is out of the ques-
tion, Furthermore, unless some
of the Democratic presidential
hopefuls pull out as contenders
following some of our earlier
primaries, the Republicans in
Union County and probably in ev-
ery County in New jersey where
voting machines are used may
possibly vote a paper ballot,
Halpin explained that there are
only nine lines and fifty columns
on our voting machines. As-
suming all of the present eleven
Democratic presidential con-
tenders file their own slates,
this would leave no room for the
predictable one line Republican
slate, requiring a paper ballot
and a staggering printing bill to
the taxpayers.

To compound the situation,
llalpin indicated the Courts could
possibly grant the Legislature
additional time to redistrict until
September and a special primary
election would be required just to
select congressional candidates,
again of staggering costs to the
electorate. "What great fun
that would be at the expense of tht
taxpayers," llalpin said,

he had been informed of a board's
"intent" to deny tenure.

Marburger ruled- "The com-
missioner has relied again for
guidance on the clear expression
of the courts and he notes, in
particular, the expression of the
court (in a specific case) that
the right of tenure does not coma
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Proposals Offer Substantial
Reduction In Property Taxes

The long-awaited report of Governor Cahill's blue-ribbon Tax
Policy Committee was made public during ceremonies at the State
House In Trenton yesterday. The report recommends a total r e -
structuring of the State's antiquated revenue ralsingimethods
and a massive reduction in the property tax. It is essential!©
note that the Tax Committee's report embodies some 200 recom-
mendations to the Legislature, The State Senate and the State As-
sembly must act upon the recommendations in order for them to
become law,

V. J. Pollitt, council presi-
dent In Fanwood and a member of
the Tax Committee, has prepared
the following "Questions and
Answers" regarding major r e c -
ommendations of the report. Pol-
iitt noted that the Committee met
for nearly 2 years in an attempt
to eliminate inequities in the
present tax structure. "Our
primary purpose was to create
a structure to more equitably dis-
tribute the tax burden, and not
to create new taxes simply to
add to the tax burden," Pollitt
said,

Q: What will be the effect of the
recommended changes upon the
average taxpayer?

A: Generally speaking, tax-
payers with adjusted gross in-
come from 50 to $15,000 will
realize a net reduction in their
total tax burden. Persons with
adjusted gross Incomes between
$15/$25,Q00 would stay about the
same and persons with adjusted
'gross incomes in excess of $28,
— would pay a larger share
of the total tax burden.

Q: What will be the effect on
the property tax?

A: Every property owner in
Union County will receive pro-
perty tax relief. The 1971 total
property tax levy in Union County
was $175,722,367. IfalltheCom-
mttee's recommendations are
accepted, the 1971 levy svould
have been $121,385,253, a reduc-
tion of approximately $54,5
million. Expressed another way,
a Fanwood home with a market
value of $25,000 in 1971 had a
property tax bill of approximately
$1,020, Under the new tax s t ruc-
ture the tax bill would have been
$598, In Scotch Plains, a home
with a market value of $25,000
in 1971 had a property tax bill
of approximately $973, Under
the new tax structure the tax bill
svould have been $553. Through-
out New Jersey we currently
raise approximately $2,25 bil-
lion from the property tax, which
represents approximately 57^ of
all State and local taxation. Under .
the new policy that percentage
would be reduced to approxi-
mately 33%,

Q: Will we have a State income
tax?

A- A graduated income tax
at one-half the New York rates is
recommended by the Committee.
It would raise approximately $550
million. It would be based
upon rates of 1% to 7% of ad-
justed gross income with the 7%
occuring at $23,000, Commuters
who already pay a New York
State income tax would receive a
tax credit for all taxes paid on

VAN DYKE POLLITT
Income earned in New York State,

Q: How is the property tax
, reduction possible?

A: The Committee recom-
mends the take-over of schools'
funding by the State. This totals
approximately $1,3 billion. A
uniform State-wide property tax
assessed at $1 per $100 of equal-
ized valuation is recommended.
This uniform property tax would
raise approximately $555 mil-
lion. The State funding would
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Recycling Drive
On Saturday

The regular monthly recycling
drive for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
residents will be held this Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For the first time, the Jayeees
will be manning the trucks and
collecting the discarded news-
papers, glass, and cans, They
have assumed this public s e r -
vice, begun last year by Environ-
mental Action Group.

Residents are asked to be very
careful to take their materials
to the CORRECT swim club.
The drive is held at Willow Grove
Swim Club, which is at the end of
Evelyn Street. Evelyn Street
is off South Marline Avenue. The
drive is NOT held at Highland
Swim Club, which' faces directly
on Martine Avenue. A member
of the Board of Governors of
the Highland Club (Mary Ellen
Lane and Martine Avenue) has r e -
ported that some residents are
mistakenly leaving their deposits
at thac club.

Residents are asked to bundle
and tie their papers, to remove
all tin rings from glass bottles
and to sort glass according to
color, and to crush and flatten
cans, with lids inserted inside.


