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The Botter decision == it's 1
day, but it’s highly possib

standing legal decisions ever toa
-i0

Wednesday, January 19, Super
declared unconstitutional the pre

ing .of public education -- via th
legislature until January 1, 1973 to for mulate a new sy

nancing.
Botter’'s deci
first such de

gion was not the
sion in the na-

tion. In both California and Tex-
as, recent court decisions
reached the same conclusion.

Interestingly, however, in Cali-
fornia and Texas the court cases
were based upon a claim that
such funding violated the federal
onstitution, while in the Botter
ase, the plea was made citing
hoth the srate and federalconsti-
tutions.
State Attorney General George
k Erler plans to appeal the ruling
h the Appellate Division of the
Supérmr Court, and noted that
eventually the state Supreme

[ s

Court should review the case be-
- of its 1mpli<:atir3 8.

and Fanwmxl have nffered a va=
riety of reactions to the recent
decision,

Superintendent of Schools Fred
Laberge indicated that the court
decision was not atall surprising
to him, because of the prece-
dents set in the two prior Cali-
fornia and Texas court cases.
However, L.ab erge noted, it is

Mficials React
potter Decision

elatively new in the vocabulary of to-

that it may well be one of the most out-
ffer_t the state of Naw Jersey. On

* Court Judge Theodore I. Borter
ent New Jersey approach to fuad-

e property tax. He gave the state
stem of ¢

now more 1npartant Lhan ever
that citiz 5
local Doards
very closely
dations made by the state Tax
Poliry Committee, whose report
i5 due in early Febr
‘Fanwood ¢ uungllman \fan[)ylxe
Pollitt, a member of that policy
committee, felt that the Botter
decision would have almost no
effect upon the work of the tax
policy committee, since, as has
been commonly guessed, that
committee had already bheen
working in the direction of a new
approach to funding anyway
Pollitt said

=

the Botter decision, it was
dent that a grear many people
felt that funding education with-
out local property taxes in the
picture might represent a logs of
home rule. Many fear that total
state funding of education would
be followed by state control of
schools, Pollitt said.

He noted that during public
hearings throughout the sis
conducted by the tax policy com-
mittee, a surprising number of
local municipal officials around

Continued On Fagé 8
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Urgent Need Fm‘ Bloc&d Dgngrs

Response 1o p_revluus ..i]jpgals fm‘ blood donors fgr John zuback has

been very disappointing.

duy for an appointment 1o donate a pint of blood.
will be held next Tuesday and Wed-

232-3320. Two blooed banks

nesday (February lst and 2ad) from
Paul & Episcopal Church (414 East Broad Streer, Westfield,
Please help to supply a young hém@ph@lldt‘

at st.

N.J.) A child is in need]

Please call 232-1718 any time of night or

If no answer call

2:30 p.m. through 7:30 p.n.

with the blood he desperately needs in order to live,

Saturday Is
Reeyeling Day!

saturday's the day for
monthly recycling, Pack upthe
old glass, newspapers,andcans
and scurrv over to Envir-
onmental Action’s monthly col-

lection.
The hours are 9 a.m, 1o
l p.m. -= ONLY! Please do

not deposit discards before or
after regular hours,

The s 1
Willow Grove 5

 lot of
im Club, at

the end of Evelyn Street, off
South Martine Avenue,

Recyele your solid waste! It
helps your environment.
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SPFEA Votes

To Declare
Impasse

The Scotch Plains~-Fanwood
Education Association last Tues-
day night sent a telegram io the
Scotch Plaing-Fanwood Board of
Education, announcing a formal
declaration of impasse in nego-
tiations between the board and
EEECth%‘-' ﬁeg@tiatiﬁg teams.

: ‘“‘We wish

of Fugsday, _january ES, 1972
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association has declared
that teacher negotiations are 4t
an impasse vote of 330-

by a
31, On January 26, 1972, the
Association will file an applica-
rion with PER( and will awair
their appointment of a mediator,"’
The telegram wasg signed by John

Feldrnan, head of the teachers'
1€ ing uniL

situation had
been announced by
Bard, head of the Board
neﬁutlatr;n 4. At a monthly meet-
ing of the {foard of fzducation on
Thursday, Bard had announced
that the teachers were at im-
passe, but that the beard had not
joined in the impasse declara-
tion and therefore remained U[‘lén
to continuation of disc ions.

However, Hard was corrected
on Thursday night by Mrs, Sus-
an  Davis, President of the
SPFEA, who noted that theteach=
rs had not formally voted on
1lnp*i'=5§ 4 move : that took place

,:\ d(;\:ldl a,l;iml of  impas-
se meang that two parties to the
negatiations have bheen unable
to reach contractual agreement,
An impartial mediator s then
requested {rom the siate to ar-
tempt to bring the two sides to-
gether to reach an equitable ag-
reement,

Feldman was questioned as
to who bears the cost of media-
tion, fle sald that, although he
was not absolutelycertain, he felt
that a mediator would be sent
by PERC without cost, but that
if a mediator

should find that
fact- finding action isnecessary,
the cost of such fact-finding ac-
tion would be borne jointly by
the two negotidting parties,
According to Feldman, the As-
sociation believes that the Board

d.Adds $54.637
o SChool Budget

Funds Added For School Supplies
And Secretarial-Administrative

Salary Accounts

The Scoteh Pla

day night, Since introduction
January, the [oard has added
proposal.  Of the additional m

administrative and secretarial sa
had originally anticipated a
area,
ujuld total nine percent,
salaries
year contract, approved I

In additior, the Board added
520,000 1o the budget for edu-
tional equipment and supplies.
ng the public hearing, sev-
ral high school students expres-
i cern over \\hat Lhéy con=

Following the Thur:;*;day meet-
ing, board member Meyer Frei-
man saidthat the 320,000 had been
added for instructional Supplies

sum;u’g nt Equlpmpnr fm‘ tha in-
l program in order Lo
sible mandates by thes

owing the initial budget
introduction, Lynch announced
that the Board 1 ad been informed
that the siate had been overpay-
ing the dl';-tf ¢t by 533,000 for

the cost of tra nsport ation. How-
ever, this 5533,0 JQ zgral does
not re sent .zmm} addition to

the o al budg
represents more mongy to be
raised by local taxation rather
than by state contribution,

The Board has a added a
separate question Lo be placed
on the Februarvy © ballot, Resi-
dents are dsked to authorize 540,
000, one hall the cost of eight
rennis ceurts which would be
built behind the high school, The
other half of the court copstruc=-
tion would be paid by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plaing,

Approximately 300 people at=
tended the public hearing, which
was held at Terrill Junior High,
immediately following the resu-
lar monthly Board of Fducation

. ln5teac1, it

hedring. In contrast to past
budgets, which brought out many
;ﬁpun&m% of high budser in-

Thursday’'s meet-
several citizens ex

z2ing concern that the new
budget was high enough,

I lerick Ever, a hoard immem-
pointed out that the budget,
which jumps by approximately
seven percent, in his opinion re-
flects Zens.

the wishes of the cit
For the last four or five vears,
udgets have been defeated, Liver

is unwilling to compromise any
of its positions on many of the
major areds of the contract, On
gome issues such as grievance,
fair dismissal, teacher rights,
reduction of stalf, protection of
teachers, studenls, and property,
Feldman s=aid the Board has re-
fused to bargain at all. This re-

fusal, coupled with the 3oard's
intransigence on major monay

issues, has led the Association
to declarethananimpasse exisis,
Feldman concluded.

~Fanwood annual school budget for 1972
now stands at 510,852,352, following

DTES
l r
5ix percent

but was notified by the Inteérnal Revenue Service that raise

t year,

a public hearing last Thurs~
of a tentative budget earlier in

total of $54,637 to the original.
534,637 is earmarked for
es, The Doard of Education
salary increase inthi

1Ly ‘W

necessitating the increased funds. These
and raises have already |

een negotiated under a two-

said, and = f

was time the lr rd s—tarted Iis=
tening. Therefore, the bo

what it considered
sential.

15351: e5=

citizens questioned a
cut of 525,000 in auxiliary per-
sonnel, which account covers
teacher aides. William Mason
asked the Board whether a change
is anticipated inthe policy which
now permits elementary students
to lunch at school.

Lynch said that at the present
time, the policy
changed. Mrs, Muriel Ramsden,
another Board member, noted
that the $25,000 had been cut
with the understanding that the
children would gohomefor lunch.
When a policy change was intro=
duced, not all board members
agreed, she said, so that now, in
her view, either another $25,000
would have rto be found or the
lunch program would have to go.

Eyer did not necessarily see
it that way. Hefelt that there were
other alternatives, suchas possi-
bly lunch=hour volunteers or op-
eration with fewer aides,

Mr, Albert shaines statedthart,
if the board is asking the public
to approve a budget, it should

explain where the $25,000 for
noon hour teacher aides will

come from, inlight of theabsence
of a policy decision which would
send children ho | sh Par=
ry, a4 bvard m yer, said that
rhe superintendent has the pre-
rogative  of  assigning  budget
funds,

The board was asked wher
funds would come from if impass
in teacher negotiations is ds.—
clared and a mediator
find that more money than bud-
veted is desirable for teacher
raigses. Lynchsaidthatmediation
by a PERC representative would
nol necessarily be hmdm" upon
rhe RBoard of Education. should
a mediator find that higher raises
than budgeted arve in order, the
Board would not have to agr
Lynch said.  If higher raises
were to be granted, finding the
funds would be a problem, he
noted, The budget presently in-
cludes provision for anaverage

ﬂ.- i

eg,

percent in raises, includ-
Ing stepups.
When high school students

questioned the
ion for new
high school,

lack of provis=
equipment at the
board member Jo-

seph Parry said it was a ques-
tion of priorities, Large am-

of money have been spent
: high school level in re-
cent years, and the need is much

Continued On Page 10

wail not be

should



