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Lo Officials React
To cotter Decision
The Better decision — it's relatis'ely new in the vocabulary of to-
day, but it's highly possible that it may svell be one of the most out-
standing legal decisions ever to affect the state of Nesv Jersey. On
Wednesday, January 19, Superior Court Judge Theodore I, Better
declared unconstitutional the present Nesv Jersey approach to fund-
ing .of public education -- via the property tax. Me gave the state
legislature until January 1, 1973 to formulate a nesv system of fi
nancing. _ . .— - - — .
. Bolter's decision was not the
first such decision in the na-
tion. In both California and Tex-
as, recent court decisions
reached the same conclusion.
Interestingly, however, in Cali-
fornia and Texas the court cases
ware based upon a claim that
such funding violated the federal
constitution, svhile in the Batter
case, the plea was made citing
both the state and federal consti-
tutions.

State Attorney General George
Kugler plans to appeal the ruling
with the Appellate Division of the
Superior Court, and noted that
eventually the state Supreme
Court Should review the case be-
cause of its implications.

The Superintendent of Schools,
H local member of Governor Ca-
hill's Tax Policy Commission,
and the Mayors of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood have offered a va-
riety of reactions to the recent
decision.

Superintendent of Schools Fred
Laberge indicated that the court
decision was not at all surprising
to him, because of the prece-
dents set in the two prior Cali-
fornia and Texas court cases.
However, Laberge noted, it is

now more Important than ever
that citizens and members of
local Hoards of Education watch
very closely the recommen-
dations made by the state Tax
PoJ'>y Committee, whose report
is due in early February.

•Fanwood Councilman Van Dyke
Pollitt, a member of that policy
committee, felt that the Better
decision would have almost no
effect upon the work of the tax
policy committee, since, as has
been commonly guessed, that
committee had already been
working in the direction of a new
approach to funding anyway,

Pollitt said that even before
the Better decision, it was evi-
dent that a great many people
felt that funding education with-
out local property taxes in the
picture might represent a loss of
home rule. Many fear that total
state funding of education would
be followed by state control of
schools, Pollitt said.

He noted that during public
hearings throughout the state,
conducted by the tax policy com-
mittee, a surprising number of
local municipal officials around
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Urgent Need For Blood Donors

Response HI prevmus appeals for blood donorb for Juhn IJzuback has
been very disappointing, Plea.se tall 232-1718 any time of night or
day for an appointment io donate a pint of bloud. If no answer Lall
232-3320. Two blood banks svill be held next Tuesday and Wed-
nesday (February 1st and 2nd) from 2:30 p.m. through 7:30 p.m.
at St. PauLe Episcopal Church (414 East Broad Street, Westfleld,
N.J.) A child is in need! Please help to supply a young hemopheliac
svith the blood lie desperately needs in order to live.

Board of Ed. Adds $54,637
To School Budget
Saturday Is
Recycling Day!

Saturday's the day for
monthly recycling. Pack up the
old glass, newspapers, and cans
and scurry os'er to Envir-
onmental Action's monthly col-
lection.

The hours are 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. — ONLY! Please do
not deposit discards before or
after regular hours,

The site is the parking lot of
Willow Grove Swim Club, at
the end of Evelyn Street, off
South Marline Avenue.

Recycle your solid waste! It j
helps your environment. j

SPFEA Votes
To Declare
Impasse

The Scotch plains-Fansvood
Education Association last Tues-
day nighr sent a telegram to tin;
Scotch Plains-Fanwoud Board'uf
Education, announcing a formal
declaration of impasse in nego-
tiations betsveen the board and
teachers' negotiating teams.

The telegram read: "We wish
formally to advise you that as
of Tuesday, January 25, 1972
the Scotch Plains-Fansvood Edu-
cation Association has declared
that teacher negotiations are at
an impasse by a vote of 330-
31. On January 26, 1972, the
Association will file an applica-
tion svith PERC and will await
their appointment of a mediator."
The telegram svas signed by John
Feldrnan, head of the teachers'
negotiating unit.

The impassee situation had
formerly been announced by
Richard Bard, head of the Board
negotiators. At a monthly meet-
ing of the Board of Education cm
Thursday, Bard had announced
that the teachers were at im -
passe, but that the board had not
joined in the impasse declara-
tion and therefore remained open
to continuation of discussions.

However, Bard was corrected
on Thursday night by Mrs, Sus-
an Davis, President of the
SPFF.A, who noted that the teach-
ers had not formally voted on
impasse, a move that took place
this Tuesday.

A declaration of impas-
se means that tsvo parties to the
negotiations have been unable
to reach contractual agreement.
An impartial mediator is then
requested from the state to at-
tempt LO bring the two sides to-
gether to reach an equitable ag-
reement,

Feldman svas questioned us
to who bears the cost of media-
tion, lie said that, although he
svas not absolutely certain, he felt
that a mediator would be sent
by PERC without cose, but than
if a mediator should find that
fact, finding action is necessary,
the cost of such fact-finding ac-
tion would be borne jointly by
the two negotiating parties.

According to Feldman, the As-
sociation believes that the Board

Funds Added For School Supplies
And Secretarial-Administrative
Salary Accounts

The Scoti'h Plains-Fanwood annual school budget for 1972-73
now stands at $10,852,352, following a public hearing last Thurs-
day night. Since introduction of a tentative budget earlier in
January, the Hoard has added a total of 554,637 to the original,
proposal. Of the additional monies, $34,637 is earmarked for
administrative and secretarial salaries, The Board of Education
had originally anticipated a six percent salary increase in this
urea, but svas notified by the Internal Revenue Service that raises
could total nine percent, necessitating the increased funds. These
salaries and raises have already been negotiated under a two-
year contract, approved lust year.

In additior, the Board added
$20,000 to the budget for edu-
cational equipment and supplies.
During the public hearing, sev-
eral high school students expres-
sed concern over svhat they con-
sidered insufficient funds bud-
geted for this area,

Following the Thursday meet-
ing, board member Meyer Frel-
man said that the $20,000 had been
added for instructional Supplies
and equipment because the board
had had a continued concern over
sufficient equipmenr for the in-
structional program in order to
meet possible mandates by tha
state.

Follosving the initial budget
introduction, Lynch announced
that the Board had been informed
that the state had been overpay-
ing the district by $53,000 for
the cost of transportation. How-
ever, this $53,000 total does
not represent another addition to
the original budget. Instead, it
represents more money to be
raised by local taxation rather
than by state contribution.

The Board has also added a
separate question to be placed
on the February 1 ballot. Resi-
dents are asked to authorize $40,
000, one half the cost of eight
tennis courts which would be
built behind the high school. The
other half of the court construc-
tion would be paid by the Town-
ship of Scotch plains.

Approximately 500 people at-
tended the public hearing, which
svas held at Terrill Junior High,
immediately follosving the regu-
lar monthly Board of Education
hearing. In contrast to past
budgets, which brought out many
opponents of high budge! in-
creases, last Thursday's meet-
ing found several citizens ex
pressing concern that the new
budget svas high enough,

Frederick Ever, a hoard mem-
ber, pointed out thac the budget,
which jumps by approximately
seven percent, in his opinion re-
flects the wishes of the citizens.
For the last four or five years,
budgets have been defeated, liver

is unwilling to compromise any
of its positions on many of the
major areas of the contract. On
some Issues such as grievance,
fair dismissal, teacher rights,
reduction of staff, protection of
teachers, students, and property,
Feldrnan said the Board has re-
fused to bargain at all. This re-
fusal, coupled with the Board's
intransigence on major money
issues, has led the Association
to declare thanan impasse exists,
Feldman concluded.

said, and therefore he felt it
was time the board started lis-
tening. Therefore, the board cut
svhat it considered least es-
sential.

Several citizens questioned a
cut of $25,000 in auxiliary per-
sonnel, which account covers
teacher aides, William Mason
asked the Board whether a change
is anticipated in the policy which
nosv permits elementary students
to lunch at school.

Lynch said that at the presont
time, the policy w.m not be"
changed, Mrs, Muriel Ramsden,
another Board member, noted
that the $25,000 had been cut
svith the understanding that the
children svould go home for lunch.
When a policy change svas intro-
duced, not all board members
agreed, she said, so that nosv, in
her viesv, either another $25,000
would have to be found or the
lunch program svould have to go,

Eyer did not necessarily see
it thai way. lie felt that there were
other alternatives, such as possi-
bly lunch-hour volunteeri or op-
eration svith fewer aides,

Mr, Albert Shalnes stated that,
if the board is asking the public
to approve a budget, it should
explain where the $25,000 for
noon hour teacher aides svill
come from, inlighc of theabsence
of a policy decision which svould
send children home, Joseph Par-
ry, a board member, said that
the superintendent has the pre-
rogative of assigning budget
funds.

The board svas asked where
funds svould come from if impasse
in teacher negotiations is de-
clared and a mediator should
find that more money than bud-
geted is desirable for teachor
raises. Lynch said chat mediation
by a PF.RC representative would
not necessarily be binding upon
the Board of Education. Should
a mediator find that higher raises
than budgeted are In order, the
Board svould not have to agree,
Lynch said. If higher raises
were to be granted, finding the
funds would be a problem, he
noted. The budget presently in-
cludes provision for an average
of Mb; percent in raises, includ-
ing stepups.

When high school students
questioned the lack of provis-
ion for new equipment at the
high school, board member Jo-
seph Parry said it was a ques-
tion of priorities. Large am-
ounts of money have been spent
at the high school level in re-
cent years, and the need Is much
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